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Westfield Board of  Health Reports on
Animal Rabies Prevention

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Home Financing By

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,

National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit

approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
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LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

We, The Undersigned, Publicly State
Lack of Confidence In Mr. Mathieu

Running for, or holding public of-
fice across these United States used
to be a badge of honor. Sought by
those who strived to do public ser-
vice for their fellow Americans. Un-
fortunately, it is no more. Across
America every public office seeker
knows the minute he or she throws
their hat in the ring they and their
families, and every action they take,
and every word they speak will be
scrutinized by those who disagree
with, or simply don’t like them.

Fortunately, it had never been like
this in Garwood. Democrats and Re-
publicans didn’t really run with such
labels; they were just necessary to
run. Everyone ran for the betterment
of Garwood and its citizens — all its
citizens. Those who lost elections
would congratulate the winners, and
even socialize together. Civility ex-
isted despite differing opinions and
ideas between candidates/elected of-
ficials.

Since Garwood Republican Chair-
man Jim Mathieu has moved into
town, however, things have changed.
Every action is now contentious. He
was the prime conspirator in actions
leading to where our borough clerk
actually felt so threatened that she
sued the Council itself. And sued Mr.
Mathieu personally for his actions.
To our knowledge, he is the only
councilman in Garwood’s 112-year
history to be personally sued by an
employee. Resulting in needless tax-
payer legal and insurance costs.

He speaks out of more sides of his
mouth than we thought existed. He
publicly stated his support for the
hiring of a full complement of police.
Then he voted against the budget last
year that was necessary to pay for
that service. He urged a monetary
increase for our volunteer firefighters.
Not surprisingly, he then voted against
the budget that would do so.

He supported a local resident con-
tingent that needlessly and mistak-
enly publicized a flag hung by a fel-
low Garwoodian as imagined sup-
port for a fanatical religious group.
This drew negative TV attention to
Garwood, and his mayoral candidate
personally contacted the media to
ignite this flame. He supports resi-
dents in pursuit of legal action against
our Planning Board, which the bor-
ough must contest with our tax dol-
lars. He supports them in their desire
to take Garwood back to its ’good old
days’ forgetting that empty industrial
properties cannot pay the taxes that
are necessary for today’s cost of liv-
ing, and that are required to support
the expense of providing not only
desired, but necessary public services.

And most damning of all, he con-
tinues to be the ringleader in a never-
ending tirade against the finest pub-
lic improvement in the recent history
of our borough – the Garwood Sports
and Recreation Center. There was no
public opposition to this project until
his stirring of the pot and spreading
of malicious half-truths about the
project and its costs. He constantly
tells residents the total price tag, but
he conveniently leaves out the detail
of the borough using $1.1 million in
grants and loans dedicated to the pur-
pose of recreation and seniors, which
offsets the total cost to Garwood tax-
payers. Although, as he says, the grant
money is tax dollars, too, the county
would have simply spent this money
elsewhere. We think it is better to
have it spent in Garwood. Don’t we
deserve some of our county tax dol-
lar to come back to us? Long time
Garwood residents are thrilled to fi-
nally have a recreation facility of

which we can be proud to speak of as
our own.

His most recent escapade negative
to our borough, however, has dam-
aged our community beyond our
borders and beyond any sense of
public decorum. By writing a letter-
to-the-editor, which drew anti-Ital-
ian charges from local residents, and
by publicly vociferously arguing with
an 80-year resident and 50-year vol-
unteer of our borough, he has gone
past our limits of understanding. TV
cameras arrived at the Council meet-
ing to cover the outrage by Italian-
American groups and residents at his
letter. He selfishly drew Borough
Council members into a media fi-
asco, embarrassing all of us. Rather
than being able to boast of an ex-
tremely successful and well-attended
baseball opening day, we were faced
with charges of prejudice and nar-
row-mindedness.

He says his job is to argue with his
fellow council members; we say our
job is to govern. He says he makes
these statements because he repre-
sents his constituents, but his fellow
Republicans have publicly separated
themselves from him. He claims not
to be the Garwood GOP chairman,
but records show that he still is.

Jim Mathieu has created a bad name
for Garwood, embarrassed his fel-
low council members, and lowered
our image at a time when our local
business community is growing, nu-
merous New Jersey publications have
recognized our development accom-
plishments and potential, and we are
achieving record low tax increases. It
is time for him to stop the negative
attention. Garwood is a great com-
munity and we should be on TV for
all that is good in town. Councilman
Mathieu costs us far more than he’s
worth.

We, the undersigned, publicly state
our lack of confidence in Mr. Mathieu
and urge Garwood residents to do the
same.

Bill Nierstedt, Council President
Sara Todisco, Councilwoman

Ann Tarantino, Councilwoman
Lou Petruzzelli, Councilman

Mike Martin, Councilman
Charles Lombardo, Mayor

Pat Quattrocchi, former Mayor
Tim Hak, former Councilman

Victor DeFilippo, former Councilman

Thank You Congress for
Reauthorization of CHIP

America Does Not Deserve Mediocrity
In Leadership - It Deserves Greatness
For a period of many decades, the

political class and the mainstream press
has pushed onto the public the theory of
identity politics: the belief that a person’s
race, ethnicity, gender, creed, sexual ori-
entation and ideology qualifies one to be
an effective leader, politician or political
candidate. This theory, with some excep-
tions, has proven at times not to comport
with reality. Examples are legion, even in
the present time. However, these entities
continue to push this theory to the detri-
ment of what is real.

When choosing a leader, a politician or
a candidate, what matters most should be
the individual’s character; the individual’s
conduct, ethics and morals; the
individual’s temperament; the
individual’s associations; the individual’s
principles, positions and policies; the
individual’s capacity for open-
mindedness; the individual’s willingness
to listen and learn; and the individual’s

willingness to adapt to changing situa-
tions both foreign and domestic. It is not
identity politics. It never was, however,
in the quest to achieve firsts and because
of collective guilt on the part of the press
and the political class they said that was
what is important overlooking the rest.

In 2016, there will be an election for
the presidency of the United States. While
the mainstream press will not do it, I hope
and pray that the public will do their
homework and examine all of the candi-
dates running with a fine tooth comb both
on the Democratic and Republicans side
as well as the independent candidates
who will run. That the public will exam-
ine them all, and then make an educated
choice of who should be this nation’s
leader. America does not deserve medi-
ocrity. It deserves greatness.

Alex Pugliese
Kenilworth

I am writing in response to the
request from Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
in the April 16 Westfield Leader for
additional public information regard-
ing wild animals and rabies preven-
tion in Westfield.

If you own or are responsible for a
dog or cat, you must have your ani-
mal vaccinated against rabies. This
will help to protect your pet, you and
your fellow residents due to the pres-
ence of rabies in the county.

In addition, you must license your
pet. You can obtain the license appli-
cation through the Town Clerk’s of-
fice, which can be reached at (908)
789-4030. An animal that is not prop-
erly licensed and vaccinated which is
involved in a biting incident is sub-
ject to a quarantine of at least 10 days,
and the owner may be issued a sum-
mons.

For the pick-up of stray domestic
animals and injured and ill wildlife

on public property and streets, please
contact the town’s program with Ani-
mal Control Solutions LLC at (908)
310-1452 and
www.animalcontrolsolutions.org/. To
collect dead animals, including deer,
on streets and public property or for
more information, please call the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070.

Town residents should also keep
all discarded food, garbage and other
solid waste in tightly-sealed covered
containers to prevent access by rats
and other animals.

The Westfield Regional Health
Department is working to prevent
rabies in town. More information
about all of the department’s activi-
ties is available on its website
www.westfieldnj.gov/health.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD, MPH
President, Westfield Board of Health

Children’s Specialized Hospital com-
mends Congress for their work on the
reauthorization of the Children’s Health
Insurance Program (CHIP) with a special
acknowledgment of our champions in
New Jersey. The Medicare Access and
CHIP Reauthorization Act (H.R. 2) is
bipartisan legislation to permanently re-
place the Medicare Sustainable Growth
Rate (SGR); extend CHIP funding for
two years; and enact many additional
provisions, including a two-year exten-
sion of the Pediatric Quality Measures
Program (PQMP). The bill passed the
Senate and passed the House in late March.
The bill now goes to President Obama,
who has already expressed his readiness
to sign it into law.

Children’s Specialized thanks Con-
gress and specifically those in the New
Jersey delegation each of whom who
serves on a committee who advocated
and voted for the reauthorization of the
Children’s Health Insurance program.
Congressman Frank Pallone led the fight
in the House to ensure it was included in
this complicated budget package and
Senator Bob Menendez always is our
voice on Senate Finance. Congressman
Leonard Lance kept a watchful eye be-
cause he cares so deeply about our chil-
dren. New Jersey’s children are so fortu-

nate to have almost all of the congres-
sional delegation that always extends it-
self to those most at risk and in need.

The bill will extend CHIP’s current-
law funding levels, core structure and
underlying policies that have made CHIP
a success for nearly two decades. It will
enable continued pediatric quality im-
provement efforts that are in progress at
seven Centers of Excellence in children’s
hospitals around the country to continue
uninterrupted over the next two years.

This critical resource is a proven source
of coverage that meets the unique needs
of children with complex medical needs.
Looking ahead, children’s hospitals will
continue to advocate affordable, compre-
hensive coverage and meaningful access
to care for all children — regardless of
payor — to ensure that any coverage
transitions are planned, coordinated and
executed seamlessly families at the fed-
eral, state and plan levels.

On behalf of the 1,000 children we
have the privilege to care for who benefit
from this critical program; we thank you
and will continue our commitment to
help these children reach their maximum
potential!

Amy Mansue, President
Children’s Specialized Hospital

Half-Hearted Apology And Argument
Nature In Garwood Must Stop

The argumentative nature of Garwood
Councilman Jim Mathieu must stop as
he continues to display this behavior
towards residents and fellow council
members. It impedes the ability to have
a productive working relationship and
draws unnecessary negative attention
to our Borough. It is not good for
Garwood.

At the beginning of the recent Coun-
cil meeting, representatives of Italian-
American organizations and Garwood
residents voiced their disapproval of
the word choice by Councilman Mathieu
in a recent letter to the editor and his
half-hearted apology. Later, in his most
recent tirade, when discussing the recy-
cling contact, his comments were unbe-
coming of a borough representative.

Councilman Mathieu interrupted me
that night to interject that I was, “either
making this up or you have a very poor
memory,” when I was commenting
about the recycling contract. These are
very strong charges that did not have
merit. Other elected officials and I will
not stand for these false accusations.

Let’s look at the facts. Garwood voted
to enter a contract with Equipment
Rental Services (ERS) on May 14, 2013
for bulk pick up. Councilman Mathieu
did not ask any questions and he voted
yes. Yet, at our last meeting he ex-
pressed concern whether or not ERS
could in fact do recycling because “re-
cycling” wasn’t in their name. Appar-
ently, this name issue did not trouble
the Councilman in 2013 when it was

bulk, but now it does.
This is awfully curious as earlier this

year on February 10th, Councilman
Mathieu recommended the Council
award a boiler job to a company with a
higher quote by $1,035 because the
Superintendent of Public Works felt
more comfortable with that vendor. He
did not question that. Yet, he questions
the lower quote for 6-months of recy-
cling that was presented to the Council
by the Borough Administrator/Clerk,
with whom the Borough and Council-
man Mathieu, personally, just ended a
lawsuit. The recycling quote from ERS
was lower by $11,678.

It is eyebrow raising that the Coun-
cilman would so vehemently question
an award to ERS when its quote was
substantially lower than the other com-
pany, when he did not question ERS
when it came to bulk and he did not
question the higher quote for a boiler.
Also, quite troubling is that the Coun-
cilman would accuse me of having a
poor memory or making things up.
Neither is the case and I will not accept
false accusations towards me nor my
character. As I mentioned at the last
Council meeting, Councilman Mathieu
may view his job as a seat from which
to “argue” from, but fortunately the rest
of the governing body is there to work
hard for Garwood with respectful dis-
cussion rather than arguments.

Sara Todisco
Garwood Councilwoman

Letters to the Editor

Fanwood Station Gets
New Pay Stations

FANWOOD – New train station
daily parking fee collection machines
(pay stations) were installed and will
go into service Thursday, April 23.
The daily cash machines now in ser-
vice will be replaced with a machine
that will take credit cards or utilize a
mobile app. Registration for the
Mobile Pay Machine will be avail-
able after the installation. At this time,
the current rate of $5/day will remain
the same.

Cash will no longer be accepted.
Create an account and download the
mobile app at http://mpay2park.com.
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