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Letters to
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Offended By the ‘Manufactured
Outrage’ More Than the Satire

Apology to Americans of Italian
Descent for Letter on Garwood Field

Lengthy Rants, Flare Ups - Means
A Sore Loser in Scotch Plains

I wish to reiterate my apology to
Americans of Italian descent for any
offense they may have taken to my
editorial in The Westfield Leader on
April 2, 2015. In no way did I mean
to offend anyone, but nevertheless, I
did offend some, and I take full re-
sponsibility for doing so. My inten-
tion was to illustrate through satire

the actual expenses and promises of
future revenue from Garwood’s new
recreation complex. The gentlemen
from UNICO and Italian-American
One Voice Coalition were instrumen-
tal in bringing this error to my atten-
tion, and for that, I thank them.

Councilman James A. Mathieu
Chair, Garwood Republican Party

As a person of Italian heritage I am
even more offended by Sal Piarulli,
an Italian, downplaying and shrug-
ging off his mentor’s Jim Mathieu’s
“true colors” revelation as both “poli-
tics” and “manufactured outrage”
than I am by the original “satire.”
Spinning away what was done on the
very pages of this publication for all
to see while invoking the name of con
man Al Sharpton to do it! It’s not
about a ball field, or taxes. That’s not
why we had media coverage at our
little town’s council meeting. You
can’t “market” your way out this time,
Sal and Jim. Talk about not getting it!
Read Piarulli’s blog and other social
media on this or any other issue and
tell me it represents the GOP. It sure
does not represent ME!

Jim Mathieu and his crew of hand
puppets are disgusting people who
will personally attack anyone, includ-
ing on the basis of their heritage, to
further their agenda. We already know
from the current and previous elec-
tion cycles that they will attack people
for their gender, age, weight, or per-
sonal beliefs so an attack on ethnicity
should really be no surprise. These
attacks are done with a smirk as they
practice their particular brand of toxic
politics, ranting about everything and
everyone while presenting no solu-
tions and acting like they know best.
There was only an “apology” THIS
time because there was a huge media
spotlight on them.

I am certainly not satisfied with
said shaky voiced “apology” from
Mathieu to “offended people” from
his perch on the dais if he and his
crew will just try to spin this as solely
a political issue when the spotlight
fades and UNICO leaves town.

Mathieu’s group, operating under
the name of the Republican Party for
a veneer of respectability, is a con-
tinuing embarrassment to both our
town and the GOP county-wide. They
show no remorse for this so-called
“satire” (and latest of countless de-
bacles caused by their own continu-
ing reprehensible behavior) when
there isn’t a TV camera rolling. All
decent residents of Garwood, regard-
less of political affiliation, should
continue to press this issue and call
for Mathieu’s resignation from both
his Council seat as well as his party
chair position or the GOP will never
be viable in this town again. That’s
bad for all of Garwood, because good
government lies in compromise be-
tween the parties, not with people
who always want it their way. Good
government will never happen with a
person who behaves like Jim Mathieu
calling the shots on one side.

Keep the spotlight on, since it’s the
only way to keep such despicable
behavior from continuing, and let’s
finish the fight they picked this time
with our voices and our votes.

Vincent Kearney
Garwood

Former Councilman Marcus,
shame on you for your outlandish
and ill-mannered behavior at the
Town Council meeting March 17,
2015 and your recent mean spirited
“letter to the editor” attacking our
Mayor. I was hopeful that you might
have learned some humility follow-
ing your defeat in November 2014.
Clearly and sadly you have not but
fortunately you will not be able to

influence the citizens of Scotch Plains
and local policies in town.

Mr. Marcus on several occasions
following your lengthy rants, I was
asked who is Mickey Marcus, to
which I shrug, but now following
your recent flare ups, I would simply
say now, “A Sore Loser.” Good luck
in the future.

Kimberly Nix
Scotch Plains

He Must Still Be Upset on Losing His
Bid for Re-election in Scotch Plains

Following last year’s Scotch Plains
local election for Township Council
that ended with Mickey Marcus los-
ing his bid for reelection, I was hope-
ful that I had heard and seen the last
of his ranting and disruptiveness.
However, reading his recent letter-
to-the-editor, it should be clear to all
who followed his antics on the Coun-
cil that he must still be upset on losing
his bid for re-election. Mr. Marcus,
I’ve attended or watched most of the
Council meetings in which you were
a member of the governing body, as
well as the March 17th meeting you
referenced in your letter-to-the-edi-
tor. In my opinion, your appearance
at this meeting showed, once again,
what most of us already knew, that
your bad behavior was detrimental to
our community. I would suggest that
anyone who missed your appearance
at the meeting should look it up and
watch first hand how you behaved.
Agasin in my opinion, as a Council-

man, no one said more and produced
less for the good citizens of Scotch
Plains than you. I suspect that is why
your own political party refused to
support your re-election, and was the
reason why you were unceremoni-
ously sent home in defeat. Mr.
Marcus, was it not you who proposed
to take away the citizens right to
chose their Mayor? Was it not you
who proposed to have the citizens
bag their leaves? Was it not you who
complained on others taking
healthcare benefits until you took
them for yourself? Was it not you
who voted to give the township’s
former business manager an exces-
sive separation package?

Mr. Marcus for the good of our
community let me give you this ad-
vice: stop blaming others, specifi-
cally our Mayor for your shortcom-
ings, lack of ideas and accomplish-
ments on Council.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

Review And Discussion of Conduct
Of The Freeholder Board is Needed

The Westfield Leader has often pro-
moted the benefit of competitive elec-
tions. Obviously, my candidacy for
Union County Freeholder in the
Democratic primary shows I share
that view.

I believe a review and discussion of
the conduct of the board is needed.
For example, the appointment of an
incumbent Freeholder Alexander
Mirabella as Scotch Plains adminis-
trator remains troubling. The double
dipping pension building by Mirabella
having two separate salaries eligible
for big pension credits is business as
usual and wrong. The conflicts of
interests are so many. Freeholder votes
come up with competing municipal
interests. It raises the question - will
Mirabella ever vote against Scotch
Plains’ interests? Pretty unlikely con-
sidering his $150,000 salary.

Of course Mirabella can take com-
fort that the County Counsel Robert
Barry doesn’t see any concern. Then
again, Mirabella along with his fel-
low Freeholders approved a deal giv-
ing a county vehicle to Barry to com-
mute. A simple question is – explain
what necessity Barry has to be granted
a vehicle for commuting.

Mirabella has the local conflict side
covered as well. The new Scotch
Plains attorney, Robert Renaud, also
is a “special counsel” to Union County
voted in to the position by Mirabella.

A second issue is the DeCottis con-

nection. For those who are not on the
inside, the DeCotiis firm is the num-
ber one law firm giving contributions
to campaigns. Their huge contribu-
tions to Democratic county candi-
dates explains their multi-million
dollar contracts awarded them to rep-
resent county agencies. It actually
gets worse. The DeCotiis law firm is
the legal representative for the Pil-
grim Pipeline. Their proposal would
bring polluting shale from the
midwest with a dangerous pipeline
running through Union County.

There are other issues which need
our attention. With the decision by
Bergen County to merge their county
police, Union County is the last one
supporting both a sheriff and county
police operation.

The idea of centralizing tax assess-
ments through the county and taking
the costly burden off the local mu-
nicipality is also worthy of review.
This plan is strongly supported by
Senate President Stephen Sweeney.

The Union County Democrat ma-
chine is cranking up again. My can-
didacy, along with my running mates,
stands for the belief that a free ex-
change of ideas and plans will cut
through the clutter of the campaign
propaganda paid for by the vendors
of my opponents.

Eric Kulick
Real Democrats For Change

Elizabeth

Stender Shore Property
Put on the Market

As reported by Tina Renna of
countywatchers.com, on April 16, 2015
realtor.com listed the Stender property
located in Manasquan at 12 Pershing
Avenue for $399,000 along with this
message:

“Aren’t you dreaming of warm sum-
mer evenings? Cleared building lot in the
heart of Manasquan. Build your dream
home on this desirable and unique home
site. Conveniently located close to shop-
ping, transportation, the beach, inlet and
downtown Manasquan.”

Richard Stender purchased the home
on October 29, 2008 for $465,000. At the
time the land was assessed at $213,000,
the house at $99,700. It was then dam-
aged by Hurricane Sandy.

As of February 2015, the state Attor-
ney General’s Office was investigating
Assemblywoman Linda Stender and her
husband Richard, and whether they inap-
propriately used Habitat for Humanity to
demolish their Sandy damaged shore bun-
galow which was built in 1932, and at-
tempt to have the charity which ministers
to the indigent, help the Stenders replace
it with a three-story dream shore house to
include five bedrooms and an elevator.

See more of the story at
countywatchers.com

Tina Renna, Pres.
Countywatchers

On May 7, the special townwide
newspaper edition will include the

43rd Annual “This Is Westfield”

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Selcouth – Rare; unusual
2. Synocil – In zoology, a sense organ

in sponges
3. Zabra – Small sailing vessel
4. Zimb – Dipterous insect of Ethiopia

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

INEXTIRPABLE
1. Not subject to corruption
2. Uncontrollable; unmanageable
3. Not to be uprooted
4. Not capable of being measured or

weighed
TIND

1. To force or drive out; expel
2. To mix or jumble
3. To bend or turn
4. To kindle

INDUVIAE
1. The shattering effect of a sudden

burst of energy, as in an explosion
2. The withered leaves which remain

on the stems of some plants
3. Discolored or blackened
4. The trimmings of skins and hides,

used for making glue
THRENODY

1. Humiliation; shame; falling from
grace

2. Of little or no consequence
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. The art of magic; legerdemain

When the Middle Class Disappears,
Dysfunctional Democracy Happens
Let’s not worry about the “One Percenters” at

the top. They will take care of themselves. They
already have. So who should Democracy worry
about — the middle? The bottom? It appears that
those in power are able to do everything necessary
to stay in power and to increase their power. Those
at the bottom naturally want everything they can
get from government. So, those in power give the
bottom in the majority breadcrumbs to secure
their votes. Those at the bottom stay at the bottom
and wonder why.

Then there’s the shrinking middle class left to fend
for themselves. For the longest time, the middle
class has been a major factor in making this country
great by playing fair and square, working hard,
nurturing their families, building communities. Has
the weight from the top and the pressure from the
bottom become too great?

We believe it’s in everyone’s interest to keep the
middle class strong along with the many values and
contributions that come about as a result. If that’s not
the case, does not everything then fall apart? Will
there be no safe haven left? Westfield and the towns

of this region are propping up many dysfunctional
nearby communities — Elizabeth, Plainfield?

We have state government (and counties, too) that
is unable or unwilling to tackle the problems. State
government won’t pay their bills (pensions, et. al.)
but will gladly find new ways to tax, to borrow, to
disguise obligations. The Democrats that control the
Legislature blame the Governor — the Republicans
blame the Democrats — We’re not sure who the
Governor is blaming.

“Ring around the rosie, all fall down.” According
to Wikipedia, “The rhyme has often been associated
with the Great Plague which happened in England in
1665, or with earlier outbreaks of the Black Death.
Will we “all fall down?”

How do we reverse the trend when greed takes
over? Many believe voting matters little any more.
Everything is decided before the game begins. Turn-
out has reached record lows and continues the down-
ward spiral.

So, how do we turn things around? Who will lead
us? Is our Democracy dysfunctional? And what was
the last thing left in Pandora’s Box?

See more letters on Page 5

Street Fairs Are a Tradition
During Spring In Our Towns

Now that spring has sprung, it is time for street fair
season where downtown merchants, restaurants and
regional food companies setup shop for the thou-
sands of area residents looking for bargains as well
as to fill their stomachs. Street fairs have become a
tradition in the local area that attract thousands of
visitors to the area.

Cranford will kickoff the season on Sunday, April
26th in its downtown beginning at 11 a.m. The event
features games, prizes, rides for the kids, food, live
bands, DJ’s, and family fun. Westfield will hold its
Spring Fling on Sunday, May 3 from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Sponsored by the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce, the event will feature the popular Kidz
Zone with rides and games as well as live entertain-
ment on a stage setup in the downtown. A pie eating
contest by Bovella’s bakery in town will also be a
highlight of the afternoon.

And Fanwood will sponsor a Arts & Crafts Fest at
the Fanwood Historic Train Station on Saturday,
May 9 from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. A variety of items

such as paintings, sculpture, ironworks, metalworks,
glassworks, pottery, jewelry, fashion clothing, and
garden works will be available for purchase from the
100 plus artisans whose works be featured.

The County of Union will hold its Wild Earth
Festival and Touch A Truck event, featuring dump
trucks, bulldozers, police cars, and Hazmat Re-
sponse Units, on Sunday, April 26. The Touch A
Truck event will be in the Watchung Reservation
Loop area while Wild Earth Sunday will be at
Trailside Nature and Science Center. Both events
will run from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

These are events for the whole family to enjoy
after we just had one of the coldest winters on record.

The spring street fairs will lead into the summer
which starts with Memorial Day weekend when
parades are held in Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Cranford, and Mountainside.

We encourage everyone to get out and enjoy the
festive atmosphere the spring events bring to the
local communities.

Union County Juvenile
Detention Center

According to sources within county
government there was a major incident at
the Union County Juvenile Detention
Center this morning (Tuesday) resulting
in the County Police having to intervene
and break up fighting. Allegedly several
corrections officers were attacked by in-
mates and sustained injuries.

On April 5, 2015 the County Watchers
reported the Juvenile Detention center
was in a crisis situation due to
understaffing caused by the county tak-
ing in more inmates from Hudson County
which has closed its facility.

Officers have been forced to work
mandated overtime beginning in Novem-
ber, which escalated in January, they are
now exhausted and fearful for their safety
as well as the inmates.

At the April 16, 2015 freeholder meet-
ing three corrections officers made pub-
lic statements regarding the conditions at
the jail. The county manager responded
that they are trying to hire more staff for
the facility, but did not speak to why the
planning for the intake of new inmates
was mismanaged and allowed to escalate
to this crisis situation. He also did not
offer any relief or time-frame to the offic-
ers as to when their mandated overtime
might be eased. Video of the officers
public comments was published by the
County Watchers.

Tina Renna
Countywatchers


