
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 23, 2015 Page 3

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Melgen Indicted for Fraudently
Billing Medicare, Medicaid

Dr. Salomon Melgen, a friend and
campaign donor of indicted U.S. Sen.
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.), was
charged last week with fraudently
billing the federal government more
than $190 million, nj.com has re-
ported. The 76-count indictment came
just two weeks after Sen. Menendez
was charged with 14 counts in a fed-
eral corruption case for his actions on
behalf of Dr. Melgen.

According to the report, Sen.
Menendez had intervened with the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services on behalf of Dr. Melgen in
an effort to resolve a billing dispute
between the doctor and the govern-
ment. The Justice Department has
said Dr. Melgen gave the senator
gifts, flights and campaign donations
in exchange for his help while Sen.
Menendez has said he was only help-
ing a friend.

According to the report, Dr. Melgen
collected more than $105 million.

New York Most Corrupt State
In Poll; N.J. Tied for Fourth

New York leads the list of states
Americans view as having the most
political corruption in a new Monmouth
University Poll while Texas tops the list
of states having the least.

When asked to name the U.S. state
with most political corruption, 12
percent of Americans surveyed
named New York, 11 percent said
California, 9 percent say Illinois, and
5 percent each choose New Jersey
and Texas. The Monmouth Univer-
sity Poll was conducted by telephone
from March 30 to April 2 with 1,005
adults in the United States with a
margin of error of + 3.1 percent.

Moody’s Downgrades
NJ Debt Rating for 9th Time
Moody’s Investors Service has

downgraded New Jersey’s debt rat-
ing for the ninth time since Gover-
nor Chris Christie took office in
2010, NJ Advance Media has re-
ported.

In its ratings drop from A1 to A2 on
$32.2 billion worth of bonds,
Moody’s cited the state’s “weak fi-
nancial position and large structural
imbalance, primarily related to con-
tinued pension contribution short-
falls.”

Governor Christie has included
$1.3 billion in his proposed budget
for worker pensions which is far be-
low what was recommended by actu-
aries, according to the NJ Advance
Media report.
O’Scanlon Responds to Moody’s

Action on NJ’s Credit Rating
 Assemblyman Declan O’Scanlon,

(R-13th, Red Bank) issued the fol-
lowing statement after Moody’s In-
vestors lowered the state’s credit rat-
ing: “Moody’s couldn’t have made
this any clearer. The Legislature’s
failure to further provide pension re-
form is responsible for the state’s
structural imbalance. We need to en-
act further reforms to the pension
system as soon as possible. Trenton
Democrats, who are in the majority,
would rather play politics than part-
ner across the aisle and with the ad-
ministration to work on the reforms
needed to make our state affordable
and fix the system for current and
future public employees.”

Bramnick to  Greenwald:
Why Don’t You Want To Debate?

Assembly Minority Leader Jon

Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) re-
sponded to an article describing
Democratic Assembly Majority
Leader Lou Greenwald’s failure to
follow through on property tax relief.

“Why don’t you want to debate?”
asked Mr. Bramnick. “I’m ready.
Let’s debate this week.” Mr.
Bramnick previously called for pub-
lic debates in February, but Demo-
crats have not accepted the chal-
lenge to defend their record. “Tren-
ton Democrats have controlled the
agenda for over 10 years while prop-
erty taxes have climbed. I find it
interesting the majority leader only
now, in an election year, wants to
discuss a plan. My members and I
will meet any time, anywhere to
solve this crisis for taxpayers,” Mr.
Bramnick said.
Wisniewski: Commuters Paying

 Price for Christie Inaction
Assembly Transportation Commit-

tee Chairman John S. Wisniewski
(D-18th, Sayreville) released a state-
ment Monday on the newest round of
proposed fare hikes announced by
New Jersey Transit:

 "Working class families struggling
with stagnant wages have barely re-
covered from the last, record fare hike.
Now New Jersey Transit is telling them
it's going to cost even more to get to
work every day.

These latest proposed hikes are
emblematic of a larger problem plagu-
ing this administration - a complete
lack of foresight when it comes to
public transportation planning. The
administration's borrow-and-tax ap-
proach is hurting those who can least
afford it. Support from the General
Fund for New Jersey Transit's
operting budget has gone down
signficantly over the past five years
while the size of the agency's budget
has steadily increased in that time.
This is both unsustainable and irre-
sponsible.

"Compounding the problem is the
governor's failure to put forth a plan
for the nearly depleted Transporta-
tion Trust Fund. Instead, he has de-
cided to make New Jersey Transit
repay a $240 million loan to the state
to help plug the hole in the trust fund
for another year, only adding to New
Jersey Transit's fiscal woes. The
governor's inaction has all but as-
sured that commuters will pay the
price. It's time for him to acknowl-
edge the transportation crisis that
exists and deal with it head on," Mr.
Wisniewski said.

PROMOTED... Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan recently swore in Amilcar “Mickey” Colon of Elizabeth as Union
County undersheriff. The Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders gathered to congratulate Undersheriff Colon, the
first person of Latino heritage to achieve the position of undersheriff in Union County. The undersheriff, a U.S. Marine
Corps veteran, served with the Elizabeth Police Department for more than 20 years. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Freeholders Sergio Granados and Bette Jane Kowalski, Vice-Chairman Bruce H. Bergen, Chairman Mohamed S. Jalloh,
Undersheriff Colon, and Freeholders Alexander Mirabella, Angel G. Estrada, and Christopher Hudak.

Volunteers Sought for
Earth Day Clean-Up
WESTFIELD — In honor of Earth

Day, Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, the
town council, and the Green Team
have teamed up to plan for the 4th
annual Westfield Earth Day clean-up
event at select locations around town
this Saturday, April 25, from 10 a.m.
to noon, with a rain date of Sunday,
April 26.

Volunteers who are willing to give
a little time to celebrate Earth Day in
this way are asked to bring a pair of
gloves (and a rake, if possible) to
one of the following locations where
a member of the Town Council or
Green Team will coordinate clean-
up activities: Brightwood Park,
Gumbert Park (next to the basket-
ball courts and along North Avenue),
Grove Street at Grandview Avenue,
Maryland Avenue at Grandview
Avenue, and Mindowaskin Park (in
partnership with the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park).

Boy and Girl Scout troops in need of
fulfilling community service require-
ments are welcome. (Please keep in
mind that all minors need to be super-
vised by a parent or adult guardian.)

Registration by sending your name
and what location you plan to help at
via e-mail to Mayor@westfieldnj.gov
is requested to determine how many
volunteers to anticipate, but drop-ins
will be welcomed.

Lance Named Champion
Of Manufacturing

WESTFIELD, N.J. — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has been
named a ‘Champion of Manufactur-
ing’ for his pro job-creating policies
to rebuild the American manufac-
turing industry and for his work on
the House Energy and Commerce
Committee.

The National Association of
Manufacturers (NAM) awarded
Mr. Lance the Manufacturing Leg-
islative Excellence Award in a spe-
cial ceremony in New Providence
at C. R. Bard, Inc. – a multi-na-
tional developer, manufacturer and
marketer of innovative, life-en-
hancing medical technologies.
NAM selected Mr. Lance for the
honor based on his votes in Con-
gress and support for the estimated
18.6 million manufacturing jobs
in the U.S and Bard welcomed Mr.
Lance to their facility for the pre-
sentation and overview of their new
projects.

 “By enacting pro-growth policies
we will empower an American manu-
facturing renaissance that will create
well-paying new jobs, higher wages
for existing jobs and reaffirm the
presence of American goods and ser-
vices in the global market,” said Mr.
Lance who has visited many New
Jersey manufacturers, like Bard, to
hear first-hand what tools they need
from Washington, D.C. to grow and
hire. “Lowering tax rates to compete
globally, easing the burdens of regu-
lations, leveraging American-made

energy and providing economic in-
centives to start new projects all will
facilitate the type of manufacturing
backbone our economy needs. Com-
panies like Bard need to innovate and
grow. Part of my work in Congress is
to ensure they have the tools to do
so.”

The Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict includes nearly 600 manufac-
turing facilities that employ 40,000
employees. According to NAM,
policies on taxes, energy and trade
make it 20 percent more expensive
to do business in the United States,
which has a tremendous adverse
effect on starting new companies
and expanding existing ones. NAM
specifically cited Mr. Lance for
voting to lower the corporate tax
rate as the U.S. has the highest
corporate tax rate among major in-
dustrial nations.

Menendez Statement
On Holocaust

Remembrance Day
WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-

tor Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) issued
the following statement on Holocaust
Remembrance Day:

“Yom HaShoah is a day of re-
membrance, a time to pause and
reflect about a period in history
where man’s inhumanity to his fel-
low man reached an unfathomable
level. Six million Jews and mil-
lions of other victims perished at
the hands of Nazi murderers and
died in unspeakable ways. One-
third of worldwide Jewry was
killed during those dark days, de-
stroying families and forever al-
tering history. We will never know
if a future life-saving scientist,
soul-stirring musician, or crusad-
ing human rights advocate died in
a Nazi death camp, never having
had the potential to make immea-
surable contributions to the col-
lective lives of humanity.

“Every year, as Yom HaShoah is
commemorated, there are fewer sur-
vivors living in our communities
who serve as the first-hand wit-
nesses to the Holocaust. But their
legacies live on through their chil-
dren and grandchildren, and
through all of us who pledge to
“Never Again” allow such horrors
to envelop our world. That is why
as the ugliness of anti-Semitism re-
emerges in Europe and beyond, we
as a global community must speak
out and stand up against such cru-
elty and bigotry. That is our charge
that we must fulfill to help heal our
world and make this home we live
in a better, more just place.”

TRIAL LAWYERS

Personal Injury &
 Auto Accidents

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

Bramnick: Cutting
Taxes Should Be
A Priority In N.J.

TRENTON – Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st,
Westfield) said the April 15th tax
deadline is a reminder that reducing
the tax burden must be among the
highest priorities for legislators.

“It is no secret that New Jersey’s
income tax structure is among the
highest in the country,” Mr. Bramnick
said. “New Jersey workers already
pay more than their fair share. The
best way to attract jobs and keep
people in New Jersey is to lower their
taxes and let them keep more of their
hard-earned money.”

Mr. Bramnick noted that New
Jersey’s Tax Freedom Day is Wednes-
day, May 13, tied for last in the coun-
try. Tax Freedom Day is when the
average citizen has earned enough
money to pay the year’s combined
federal, state, and local tax bill. “It is
sad that New Jersey taxpayers have
to work 133 days to support all levels
of government,” he said.
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NABIG SAKR AND CARMEN CASCAO

Please join us for an Open House on

Friday, May 1st and Saturday, May 2nd.

As N&C Jewelers celebrates their first anniversary,

we take this opportunity to thank our customers

for there patronage and support.

As part of our celebration during the month of May

we are offering 25% off on all in stock merchandise.

Excludes special orders and repairs.

Every customer who visits the store in May

will receive a free gift and can enter a drawing

to win a beautiful diamond pendant.

102 Quimby Street · Westfield, NJ 07090
908-233-3380

Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

Jewelers&N C

Jewelers&N C

www.goleader.com


