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County Announces Program
For Infrastructure Grants

Reprinted From October 1997

Former Fire Chief Ridge Recalls Years in WFD
By SUZANNE MARKERT

Specially for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: The following is a
reprint of an article from October
1997 following Fire Chief Walter
Ridge’s retirement. He passed last
week. Please see obituary in today’s
edition.

WESTFIELD — Walter Ridge has
been unwinding lately. Looking tan,
fit and relaxed in a white polo shirt,
the former Westfield Fire Department
Chief, who turns 66 this August, said
that he has been playing golf and
plans to volunteer and spend more
time with his family and three grand-
children.

Mr. Ridge retired from the
Westfield Fire Department on July 1,
in compliance with a newly-enforced
state law requiring mandatory retire-
ment at age 65, after spending 38
years and nine months in the depart-
ment, with the past 16 years as fire
chief.

“It was a great career,” Mr. Ridge
said of his years in the department,
which he joined on October 15, 1958.
Mr. Ridge joined the department as a
fireman after serving in the United
States Navy during the Korean Con-
flict and working as a service station
operator at his brother-in-law’s busi-
ness, Romeo’s Gulf Service.

“I thought maybe I needed a ca-
reer,” he said of becoming a
firefighter, “and being a service sta-
tion operator wasn’t a career.”

He also had two young daughters
to support at the time. Maureen
Gabriel, now 41, still lives in town
and has three children: Jeffrey, 14;
Laura, 10, and Erin, 8. Kathleen
Dannevig, now 39, is married to
Westfield Fire Lieutenant Ken
Dannevig.

Civic service runs in the Ridge
family. Along with Mr. Dannevig,
Mr. Ridge’s brother-in-law, Bernie
Mormelo, was a lieutenant for the
Westfield Police Department.

Also, Mr. Ridge’s mother was a
school crossing guard near Franklin
Elementary School for 25 years.

“Lawrence (Avenue) and Sinclair
(Place) – that was her corner,” he
remembered.

A Westfield native, she grew up on
Cacciola Place, which was then called
North Street. Mr. Ridge was born in
Westfield and grew up in the same
house his mother did until about 1934,
when his family moved to Newark
during the Great Depression. They
stayed in Newark, where his father, a
plumber, was from, until 1946. Then

they moved back to Westfield, where
he has lived ever since.

Mr. Ridge’s wife, Frances, is also a
Westfield native. She grew up on
Grove Street,
which is the same
street that the
Ridges, who were
married in 1955,
live on now.

The fire depart-
ment, he said, has
changed since he
first started as a
newlywed.

“Starting in the
late ‘50s, the early
‘60s, the fire de-
partment took on
a big change,” he
explained. The
N a t i o n a l
Firemen’s Be-
nevolent Associa-
tion created man-
datory standards
for upgrading ap-
paratus, equip-
ment, uniforms
and working conditions. Mandatory
training took effect, and over the
years, Mr. Ridge completed courses
in such topics as heavy-duty rescue
training, fire administration and sci-

entific arson investigation. He also
served as a past treasurer, vice-presi-
dent and president of the Career
Firefighters Association; vice-presi-

dent of the
Union County
Fire Chiefs
Association,
and on the
Union County
Fire Advisory
Board.

Within a
year of be-
coming a
firefighter in
1958, Mr.
Ridge was
made a drive
and pump op-
erator. He
soon was
made depart-
ment me-
chanic, and he
instituted a
p r e v e n t i v e
maintenance
p r o g r a m

which remained in effect for decades.
In 1963, he was promoted to lieuten-
ant and then to captain. He was as-
signed to the southside fire house,
where he was responsible for train-

ing the men under his command. In
1973 he was promoted to deputy fire
chief where he served as “C” Platoon
commander and continued as the of-
ficer in charge of equipment mainte-
nance. In 1981 he was named chief.

His promotion to chief was one of
the highlights of his career, he said.

“Every promotion you get are all
steps forward. You move not into a
different circle of friends, but the
duties and responsibilities go up,” he
said.

One major change he faced when
he became chief was that he no longer
went out to fight fires.

“You miss it,” he said. “That’s a big
thing you have to get used to.”

Instead, he made sure that every-
thing was in its place at the depart-
ment, including training, scheduling
and the budget. He commended the
town for making sure that the fire
department had everything it needed
over the years.

“The town was always fair with the
fire department in regards to getting
equipment, getting the apparatus,”
he said.

A major accomplishment of the
department, he said, was the re-
modeling of the fire house on North
Avenue in 1985. Though some
wanted to build a new house in-
stead of remodeling the old one,
“cooler heads prevailed,” he said,
adding, “It really is a nice build-
ing.”

Now that Mr. Ridge has retired
from the department, he will have
time to do things such as watch his
grandson play football and baseball.
Mr. Ridge also plans to talk to Town
Administrator Edward A. Gottko
about volunteering.

Mr. Ridge is a member of the
American Legion Post No. 3 and
the Veterans of Foreign Wars. He is
also a charter member of the
Westfield chapter of UNICO,
which named him Man-of-the-Year
in 1990.

Chief  Walter Ridge

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF...The Westfield Democratic Committee kicked off this
year's campaign for seats on the Town Council with a fundraiser at the home of
Janice Siegel and Lloyd Marks.  The special guest speaker was recently elected
Democratic Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman,representative for the
12th Congressional District.  Pictured, from left to right, are: the Congresswoman
with the candidates for Westfield Town Council Kim Palmieri-Mouded, 4th
Ward; Marty Rothfelder, 3rd Ward, and Dan Ortolani, 1st Ward.

SPF Residents to Develop
Local Community Garden

AREA – A group of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood residents has organized
to plan and develop the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Community Garden. The
mission is to grow produce and a
positive sense of community, through
gardening, education, and events; and
to sow seeds for future generations to
eat healthy and locally. The
committee’s vision includes a com-
munity garden where produce is
grown and shared with the commu-
nity, raised beds are available for
community members to grow their
own produce, hands on educational
opportunities for all ages, service
opportunities plus crop sharing, a
meditation/reflection garden and ad-
ditional community enhancing ideas.

“We see the garden as an outdoor
community center bringing people
together to do something fun and
healthy. So many communities
around us are getting into the com-
munity garden movement and the

farm to table concept is growing.
How great would it be to have a local
chef come to the garden and host a
pop up restaurant for locals one late
summer evening? That’s one idea
we’d like to see in our future,” noted
committee member Maggie Savoca.

The committee has spoken with both
Scotch Plains and Fanwood leaders,
as well as local houses of worship and
businesses that may have land for the
garden. While the committee is cur-
rently exploring several locations they
are interested in hearing ideas from
the community.  Anyone who knows
of available land or are interested in
being a part of this community garden
is asked to contact them at
spfcommunitygarden@gmail.com. To
sign up for garden, e-mail updates
visit spfcommunitygarden.wix.com/
garden and follow the garden’s
progress and updates on Facebook:
SPF Community Garden and
Instagram: SPF Community Garden.

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders has
announced the creation of the
Union County Infrastructure and
Municipal Aid grant program de-
signed to stimulate the develop-
ment of local projects of economic,
social, transport and governmen-
tal importance to local municipali-
ties.

The matching grant initiative
will make available a total of $1.5
million to Union County’s 21 mu-
nicipalities to achieve and will
assist in expanding the ability of
municipalities to accomplish tasks
undertaken in calendar year 2015.
The funding for the grant is pro-
vided through the proceeds from
the sale of Runnells Specialized
Hospital.

“Our overarching goal is to pro-
vide an economic boost to our mu-
nicipalities in an area where state and
federal assistance has been lapsing,”
Freeholder Christopher Hudak said.
“At the same time, this will stimulate

some job growth and provide an im-
portant public benefit in helping
towns to build important develop-
ment projects or address short-term
or long-term governmental, social,
transportation matters that require
attention.”

The infrastructure program was
developed through the county Free-
holders Fiscal Committee, which
Mr. Hudak chairs, and includes
Freeholders Alexander Mirabella,
Sergio Granados and Angel
Estrada.

Some examples of projects eli-
gible for this grant are: downtown
development projects, economic
development plans, large and small
scale construction projects, com-
munity enhancement projects, mas-
ter plans/feasibility studies/trans-
portation plans, child care/senior
care infrastructure projects, road
work, including pothole repair and
structural enhancements.

Each of the 21 municipalities may
apply for one or more projects.
Projects must be current initiatives,
and all funding awarded must be ex-
pended by December 31, 2015. The
application period will be limited to
30 days, commencing on April 16,
2015 and concluding on May 18,
2015.

Municipalities that are inter-
ested in applying for the grant
should contact  the office of
Deputy County Manager William
Reyes Jr. at (908) 527-4200 to
obtain the forms.

The Laser Dental Group P.C.

 581 Westfield Avenue 1205 Coolidge Avenue
 Westfield, NJ   07090 Union, NJ   07083
 908-232-2136 908-686-2080

www.thelaserdentalgroup.com
Peter Louie, D.M.D.

General  Dentistry

Digital Dental Radiography has been around since the late 1980’s.  When compared to
conventional x-rays, digital x-rays have many benefits.

According to the National Council on Radiation Protection, we are all exposed to back-
ground radiation on average about 300 mrem per year. (A unit of radiation is measured in
rem, and there are 1000 millirem per rem).

So what is considered a safe level of radiation?  According to the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, there is no current data that confirms the occurrence of cancer at radiation
levels below 10,000 mrems. Safe yearly full body occupational exposure levels established
by the EPA are 5000 mrem per adult and 500 mrem per minor above the background
radiation levels.

So how much exposure are you really getting from digital x-rays?

In light of this information, forgoing dental x-rays is ill-advised.  Waiting until one has pain
before consenting for a radiographic examination, more often than not, results in the need
for a much more costly procedure than had the problem been diagnosed sooner.  So help
yourself.  Allow your dentist to take radiographs and be your dental health professional.

Given these numbers, one can see that digital dental x-rays are very safe and expose you
to less radiation than just breathing and well below the limits established by the EPA.

They are more environmentally friendly, as there are no toxic chemicals to
dispose of and they produce no waste.
It provides instant imaging.  There is no developing process which saves time
for both the patient and health professional.
The digital images can be shared more easily with another health professional,
saving the patients time and money in the form of duplication charges.
Storage, organization, stability and ease of chronological comparisons of past
radiographs are also great advantages of digitalization.
The most important feature of digital radiography is the significant 80 – 90%
reduction of radiation required to produce an image.
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228 mrem breathing
28 mrem eating and drinking food
30 mrem cosmic radiation
25 mrem airport x-ray
21 mrem the ground and surrounding buildings
10 mrem cooking with natural gas
2 mrem sleeping next to someone
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0.4 mrem one digital dental radiograph
1.6 mrem check-up (4 bitewings)
7 mrem  complete full mouth series of 18 digital x-rays (taken once every 3-5 years)
1.5 mrems A panoramic radiograph.
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Digital Dental Radiography

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  
Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.  

Financial assistance is available.  like us at westfieldareay! 

Special activities include: 

Inflatable obstacle course ∙ Carnival games ∙  

Arts & crafts ∙ Toddler Playhouse ∙ Fun fitness  

challenges ∙ Bike safety by Hilltop Bicycles ∙   
Westfield Rescue Squad ambulance tours ∙  
Overlook Teddy Bear Clinic (bring a stuffed  

animal!) ∙ Stew Leonard III Children’s Charities  

reading and appearance by Stewie the Duck ∙  
Aquaducks Synchronized Swim Show (@ 1:15PM) ∙ Camp open 

house ∙ Healthy treats & other giveaways ∙ and more community 
activities & information! 

FREE Community Event 
Saturday, April 25, 1:00-4:00PM 

SPECIAL OFFERS 
ONLY on Healthy Kids Day… 

MEMBERSHIP:   
no Joiner’s Fee ($100 value!) 

CAMP:  
5% off paid-in-full traditional camps 

PROGRAM: 
Classes, parties, & personal training! 

Sponsored in part by: 

DEM Legislators to Side With Unions Suit
TRENTON — Senate President

Steve Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester)
and Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto
(D-32nd, Secaucus) announced on
Monday that the Democratic major-
ity in both houses of the New Jersey
Legislature will officially inform the
New Jersey Supreme Court of its
disapproval of the Christie
Administration’s refusal to make the
pension payments required by law.

“The law explicitly creates a con-
tractual obligation to make the contri-
butions. The Legislature met the re-
quirements of the law by appropriat-
ing $2.25 billion to make the payment
for Fiscal Year 2015. The governor
chose to veto the funding and to slash
the contribution by $1.57 billion with
a line-item veto,” according to a joint
statement by Senate President
Sweeney and Speaker Prieto.


