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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

FW Holds Budget Mtg.;
Library Redesign Discussed

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil held a budget workshop in a spe-
cial meeting Thursday at the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center.

The budget total was not disclosed.
“At the last meeting…we were at a

$100 increase. You asked me to get it
down to $60. I actually got it down to
$30. That is just the municipal por-
tion,” Fred Tompkins, borough deputy
administrator, said regarding the per
household yearly tax increase.

The tax increase was lowered by
way of added funds from a settlement
and surplus, Mr. Tompkins said.

“We got money back from the
settlements…I should have put in the
budget some of the settlement money
to offset our legal costs,” Mr.
Tompkins said.

The legal fees were up from the
estimated $65,000 to $90,000, Mr.
Tompkins said.

Also, the surplus is slightly higher
than last year, Mr. Tompkins said.

A municipal user-friendly budget
needs to be prepared in addition to
the regular budget and be ready when
the budget is introduced, Mr.
Tompkins said. The state is mandat-
ing this user-friendly budget be avail-
able online. It will include statistical
data, a breakdown of personnel and
healthcare costs, and property taxes,
among other items.

“It is actually very good,” Council-
man Dan Levine said.

“I think it is going to be a really
great analysis,” Mayor Colleen Mahr
said.

The council also discussed the
Fanwood Recycling Center’s request
for a new bailer. The budget included
the $30,000 contract for the use of the
center, but the bailer, which is to cost
$26,000, is not included.

“I hope we are not closing the book
on curbside. I think there is a silent
majority of people (who want curbside
recycling),” Councilman Tom Kranz
said. He asked to get a cost analysis of
curbside recycling versus the exist-
ing recycling center.

Without a bailer, the recycling cen-
ter would not be able to function,
Mayor Mahr said. The center has said
it needs two bailers.

Sheldon Ross, the president of the
Fanwood Memorial Library Board
of Trustees, was present at the meet-
ing.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell,
the governing body’s liaison to the
library, said one library employee is
to leave this year, and another is prob-
able to leave at the end of the year. So,
she said, Mr. Ross is asking to hire a
fully credentialed librarian to replace
one of those persons. The salary would
be an additional $15,000 above what
the current employee is making, plus
benefits. The other position that may
be open this year, Ms. Mitchell said,
could possibly be filled with a part-
time person.

The tax levy for the library is
$363,592 in the working budget, and
is $400 higher than last year, Mayor
Mahr said.

“He feels he wants to bring in a
certified librarian…who will be tech
savvy and run the library as…on par

with him, but basically under him,”
Ms. Mitchell said, because the fed-
eral government has put in place new
rules and regulations regarding tech-
nology that the library must comply
with. One mandate discussed is the
federal government will track library
users’ habits on computers and cell
phones while in the library through
data captured from the wifi service
supplied from the library.

The council said it would agree to
the hiring of a full-time librarian, but
could not vote on the item at the
special meeting.

The question of the council sup-
porting the library’s proposal to rede-
sign the library was brought up and is
yet to be resolved. The council is
looking at a five-year capital plan and
is determining capital projects it
would take on in those five years,
Mayor Mahr said.

Council members said they agreed
to not take on more than $1.5 million
a year in spending on capital projects.

A new public works building may
be needed as well, Councilman Levine
said.

“Not doing anything is not an op-
tion… It’s figuring out if it’s every-
thing you asked for…Is it $3 million
or $2 million?” Mayor Mahr said of
the library’s proposed redesign.

“Mayor, it’s your building,” Mr.
Ross said.

“We are not at a consensus on that
piece,” Mayor Mahr said.

14, at 6 p.m., in the freeholders’ meet-
ing room of the county administra-
tion building in Elizabeth. The board
will vote to adopt the spending plan
on Thursday, May 28.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Ronnie Armstrong
of Piscataway, a guard at the Union
County Juvenile Detention Center in
Linden, said he and other security
staff at the detention center have “a
lot of concerns” following the trans-
fer of 30 juveniles from the now closed
Hudson County Juvenile Detention
Center to the Union County detention
center in Linden.

“A lot of our officers have been
hurt. We wondered [if the merging of
the two county (detention centers)]
were properly planned because we
don’t have enough staff to handle
what is going on at the detention
center,” Mr. Armstrong told the board.
He asked for “some sort of proactive
investigation.”

“We’re being attacked every day.
We’re looking for help,” Mr. Armstrong
said. He said some of the guards have
had to do double shifts because of
staffing shortages, with one guard who
spoke saying she has been working 16-
hour shifts and another guard saying,
“we are so short staffed.”

Freeholder Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh said the board would look into
the issue.

In a phone interview with The
Times, Frank Guzzo, director of hu-
man services, said the county was
hampered in filling vacancies at the
Linden detention center as those po-
sitions are civil service jobs. He said
applicants would have to take a civil
service administered test. Successful
candidates would then have to go
through a criminal background check
and take a physical and a psychologi-
cal test.

Mr. Guzzo said there are seven to
eight vacancies at the detention cen-
ter, some of which had been caused
by what he described as a “rash” of
injuries among security staff.

As of last week, Mr. Guzzo said
Hudson County had agreed to an inter-
governmental transfer of some of its
security staff to Union County to fill
detention center vacancies. Previously,
Hudson was the only New Jersey county
not participating in such a program. He
said four or five guards have been
screened to come to Union County.

Mr. Guzzo said prior to an agree-
ment with Hudson County to transfer
all of its juvenile population to Union
County, Union County had a daily
population of around 28 to 30 youths
in a facility that can hold up to 74. As
of last week, the Linden detention
center had 49 youths, he said. In an
effort to hold that number down, Mr.
Guzzo said a federal program that
has a contract with the county has
agreed not to send additional youths
to Union County.

He said the priority of the county is
to keep both the staff and juvenile
detainees safe.

Residents from Rahway and Clark
once again spoke to the board about
their opposition to development of an
existing field at Rahway River Park
into a multi-purpose field. The field
will be the home for the Rahway High
School football team.

Plans call for the replacement of the
field with a turf field, track and lights
paid for by the county. Bleachers to
seat 1,200 persons, team pavilions, a
public address system, scoreboard,
restroom facilities, concession stand
and a press box would be paid for by
Rahway. The county portion in pre-
liminary plans was $2.6 million with
Rahway paying $2.3 million.

Kelly Tropeano of Clark, repre-
senting the Coalition to Save Rahway
River Park, responded to board com-
ments at the March 26 meeting that
the complex should not be consid-
ered a stadium. She said she would
like to know the freeholders’ defini-
tion of a stadium, “because the only
thing missing is a dome.”

On parking, she questioned where
vehicles would go after the existing
400 spaces in the lot are filled as there
is no plan for additional parking by
the county.

Bob Carson of Rahway said, re-
sponding to previous freeholder com-
ments that there are no contracts in
place for the field, that he does in fact
have those contracts.

Freeholder Chairman Jalloh said
he would like to see the documents,
noting they are likely shared-services
agreements between Rahway and the
county, but not construction contracts
as the board has yet to vote on any
contracts for the project.
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Courtesy of Brian Horton
DEDICATED VOLUNTEER... Earl Phillips of Fanwood gets a key to the city
from Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr during ceremonies at the borough council
meeting Monday night. Mr. Phillips, 93, a lifelong resident of the borough, will
serve as the grand marshal of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Memorial Day Parade
next month. Mr. Phillips is a World War  II Navy veteran and served 35 years with
the Fanwood Police Department after returning to Fanwood after the war,
retiring as a sergeant in 1981. Mr. Phillips, a founding member of the Fanwood
Rescue Squad, is still active in the community and has served on the borough's
Shade Tree Commission since 1981.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GREEN-THUMBERS... Rose Checchio and Theresa Flood, at left, welcome
fellow green-thumbers to the first meeting of the Scotch Plains Garden Club
last week.  Its first project will be installing planters on Park Avenue, East
Second Street and Westfield Avenue as part of an effort to beautify the
downtown business district.  Those interested in joining can e-mail
scotchplainsgc@gmail.com.

Substation on South Avenue
In Cranford to Be Replaced

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The planning
board approved a resolution on
Wednesday for the application by
PSE&G to improve the substation at
700 South Avenue East, located near
the Roselle border and known as the
Aldene Station, that was presented to
and approved by the board March 18.

“It worked well for me,” Board
Chairwoman Bobbi Anderson said
of the application.

“It is a good area,” Mayor Andis
Kalnins said. “They are installing
some security and lights.”

Part of the work includes an oil
tank holding area and a new genera-
tor area that are being redone, Mayor
Kalnins told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The variance sought was to en-
croach on the 10-foot setback. The
property line it will encroach abuts
the Garden State Parkway, so the
variance was found “minimally in-
vasive,” Mayor Kalnins said. Also,
“for the efficiency of the system it
needed to be where it was,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Later this year, PSE&G also will
come before the planning board for
an application to redo the substation
on South Avenue in the downtown
near the train station.

The substation supplies power to
parts of Cranford, Westfield and
other neighboring municipalities,
Lauren Thomas, senior project man-
ager for PSE&G Delivery Projects
and Construction, told The Times in
a phone interview.

“The Cranford substation is part
of our ‘Energy Strong’ program to
strengthen and protect our systems
against severe weather and flood-
ing,” said Brooke Houston Fisher, a
communications officer with
PSE&G.

The new substation will be raised
four feet, which is the FEMA level
plus one foot, Ms. Thomas said.

The substation will remain on the
same property.

The municipal parking lot in front
is to be moved behind the new sub-
station, and will be the same size lot,
Ms. Thomas said. The parking lot
will not be available for use during
construction. Should the application
be approved, construction is to be-
gin in the fall of 2015 and be com-
plete in early 2018, Ms. Thomas
said.

There are 38, 12-hour permit park-
ing spaces at that lot, Mary
O’Connor, commissioner and plan-
ning board member, said at the Mon-
day township committee workshop

meeting. Twenty-six of those spots
will be made up for by replacing
metered parking on the northside of
South Avenue between South Union
Avenue and Washington Place with
permit parking there. Those permit
holders will no longer have dedi-
cated spaces in the township during
the closure of the lot, but rather will
need to park in other permit spaces
on a first-come, first-served basis,
Ms. O’Connor said.

PSE&G’s plans for the area are as
follows: The current building that is
empty will be knocked down.
PSE&G will install two “shelter
isles,” that will house the “equip-
ment in a prefabricated metal build-
ing,” Ms. Thomas said. “It is the
only way it will fit… from a con-
struction perspective it is a less risky
way to construct it,” she said. The
metal buildings also help to prevent
flood damage, Ms. Thomas said.

During Hurricane Irene in 2011,
the substation had been under four
feet of water from the Rahway River,
according to a PSE&G press release.
The electrical components at the sub-
station had been caked with mud
and debris from the flooding that
occurred. It caused outages for some
PSE&G customers for over a week,
according to reports.

During the construction period,
PSE&G customers should not expe-
rience any power outages. “We se-
quence out these projects so cus-
tomers won’t see any interruptions
of power,” Ms. Thomas said.

“That area of Cranford, there has
been a lot of development…. We do
have an outreach team that will be
communicating with the town and
local businesses,” Ms. Thomas said.

At the next meeting, on Wednesday,
May 6, the planning board will hear a
subdivision application by Rosa
Tavares at 268 Burnside Avenue. Ms.
Tavares is seeking a minor subdivi-
sion approval to create two new lots
with less than the minimum required
lot width for a corner lot.

“It is reminiscent to Indian
Spring,” board member Kathleen
Murray said, referring to a subdivi-
sion application at 19 Indian Spring
Road the board approved last year.

Planning board member Ann
Steinbach brought up that the Town
of Westfield formed a committee to
“strongly recommend what kind of
home to be built to match the neigh-
borhood.”

The board said there has been no
word on a new plan for an applica-
tion that was denied in September
for a mixed-use building at 496 Cen-
tennial Avenue.
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calling for a referendum on whether
to uphold the council’s decision last
month to disband the recreation com-
mission. Earlier this month, support-
ers of the commission presented the
petition, with 1,325 signatures, to
Ms. Lacina and asked that the ques-
tion on the future of the commission
be placed on the Tuesday, November
3, election day ballot. Mr. Mirabella
said that once the petition is certified,
the council will then have to decide
what direction to take on the matter.

Mr. Mirabella also spoke briefly in
an attempt to clarify what he called
“some misrepresentations” about the
motives behind the commission’s dis-
solution. He said that concerns among
some involved in local youth sports
leagues about possible loss of field
access and potential user fees being
imposed were “never a part of the
conversation” about dissolving the
commission.

Courtesy of Captain Ted Conley
LOCAL HEROES... On April 16, five members of the Scotch Plains Police
Department were awarded the Knights of Columbus Shield Award (aka the
Father Nelligan Award). Sgt. Ernesto Hernandez, Officers Jason Fiore, Dave
Lavery, Robert Lewis and Luis Pereira were given the award for their efforts in
saving the lives of three people with CPR and a defibrillator. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Officer  Lavery, Officer Pereira, Officer Lewis, Officer Fiore, Sgt.
Hernandez and Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian Mahoney.
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at the corner of Glenside Avenue and
Mountain Avenue, a property that cur-
rently is home to Sanguiliano Garden
Center.

Wawa will seek 11 variances from
the board. Neighborhood residents
have taken to various social media in
recent weeks to protest the plans,
pointing out that part of the property
is zoned for a residential property and
also expressing concerns about the
effect on vehicular traffic in an al-
ready-congested area.

SCENIC...Greg and Rosemary Porpora of Westfield take time out to catch up on
the latest issue of The Westfield Leader while visiting the Duomo in Florence, Italy.

Fred Tompkins in his additional role
as borough assistant administrator.

The next meeting of the council
will be Monday, May 4, at 7 p.m., at
the municipal building, located at
75 North Martine Avenue.

Fred T. Rossi  for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OPENING DAY… Budding baseball players patiently wait for the cry of "play
ball" at last Saturday's opening day ceremonies marking the 60th year of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Baseball League.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


