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Zoning Board Denies Bid
To Build Home on Far View

First FW Policewoman Sworn In;
Volunteers Thanked For Efforts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The borough coun-
cil met on Monday evening to swear
in the borough’s first woman police
officer. In addition, Russell Hamill
was honored as Volunteer-of-the-
Month, Earl Phillips was given the
key to the city for his role as grand
marshal of the Memorial Day Pa-
rade, and Bob McCarthy, as Clean
Community Day chairman, was
thanked as another dedicated bor-
ough volunteer.

Kathleen Case was sworn in as the
first woman police officer in
Fanwood. She is a Rutgers Univer-
sity graduate and a nine-year vet-

eran of the Rutgers University Po-
lice Department in Newark. Mayor
Colleen Mahr thanked Fanwood Po-
lice Chief Richard Trigo for “honor-
ing professionalism and finding the
best.” She welcomed Officer Case
by saying, “I know you’re going to
hit the ground running because you
know how to do it.”

Mr. Hamill was honored for his
41-plus years of service to the fire
department. Mayor Mahr noted that
his tenure with the department in-
cluded serving as chief from 1983
to 1985. The mayor said, “It is heart-
warming for me to thank you for
what you have done for the last 41
years.” He was presented with a pen
and ink drawing of the old historic
train station. The mayor said it was
the oldest train station in Union
County. Mr. Hamill said, “Thank
you very much. Railroading hap-
pens to be my other interest.”

Mayor Mahr introduced Mr.
Phillips, who is 93 and a lifelong
borough resident. She said Mr.
Phillips participated in the Normandy
invasion, the invasion of Morocco
and the invasion of Sicily during
World War II. She said he served as a
sergeant in the Fanwood Fire Depart-
ment and has been an active part of
the Fanwood community. Mr. Phillips
smiled and said, “I’ve been around
for a while; thanks for the privilege.”

Councilman Russell Huegel read
a proclamation designating this Sat-
urday, April 25, as Clean Commu-
nity Day. He honored Mr. McCarthy,
who has served as its chairman for
26 years. Mr. McCarthy said, “Thank
you so much. It’s an effort that is
well done.” The cleanup will start at
8:30 a.m. on the south side of the
train station.

In other business, a resident who
lives across from the Fanwood Me-
morial Library questioned the need
for expansion of the library and
asked where people are going to
park, and how many trees will be
cut down to do this. She also is
concerned about water that now
gathers at the library when it rains.
She wanted to know if the new
library will be able to hold 100
people in a meeting room and if so
where they would park. She also
questioned the $2-million price to
do the expansion.

The mayor and council did not
respond to her questions.

Councilman Dan Levine, chairman
of the finance committee, introduced
a $1,287,000 bond ordinance that
will be used for capital projects in the
budget. The council passed the ordi-
nance. Also approved was a resolu-
tion establishing the salary of $20,000
for borough Chief Financial Officer

Freeholders Introduce
$491-Million Budget

Concerns Over Det. Ctr. Staffing Raised
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders introduced a $491.9-mil-
lion budget last Thursday with $335.3
million to be raised in property taxes,
an increase of $8.2 million over last
year.

Freeholder Chris Hudak, chairman
of the board’s fiscal committee, said
the committee was able to reduce the
proposed tax levy in the executive
budget presented by County Man-
ager Al Faella by $820,000.

“This was done without any loss of
jobs or impact to our services,” Mr.
Hudak said.

“The overall result of our budget-
ary effort is a tax increase of just 2.51
percent, the lowest in a decade,” he
said. The average tax increase per
household county-wide will be $52.

County impact spreadsheets on the
amount to be raised in each of the 21
towns in the county and the average
county tax per home in each of those
towns will not be released until the
final budget is unveiled on Thursday,
May 28, county spokesman Sebastian
D’Elia told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Mr. Hudak also announced a match-

ing grant initiative for towns called
the Union County Infrastructure and
Municipal Aid program.

“A total of $1.5 million will be
made available to assist our munici-
palities to accomplish tasks under-
taken in calendar year 2015,” he said.
The funding is coming from the pro-
ceeds from the $26-million sale of
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

Towns can use the money for down-
town development projects,  eco-
nomic development plans, large- and
small-scale construction projects,
community enhancement projects, 
master plans/feasibility studies/trans-
portation plans, child care/senior care
infrastructure projects, road work, in-
cluding pothole repair and structural
enhancements.

“A portion of the sale (of Runnells)
will be used annually to pay off
Runnells’ debt service and the rest
will remain in reserve, giving this
board the option to reduce the tax
burden moving forward in future
years and the ability to meet any
contingencies, should it so choose to
do so,” Mr. Hudak said.

The board will hold a public hear-
ing on the budget on Thursday, May

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zoning
board of adjustment last week denied
an application to build a home in the
hills north of Route 22 because of
concerns from board members and
neighbors that the home would be
situated too close to the street.

Victor and Lynn Vinegra sought
approval to build a single-family home
on a parcel of undeveloped, wooded
land at 2676 Far View Drive. Due to
the property’s topography — which
slopes sharply downward a short dis-
tance from the street — Mr. Vinegra
sought a variance allowing him to
position the new home 20 feet from
the front of the 22,000-square-foot
property. The local ordinance calls
for a minimum front-yard setback of
31.25 feet.

Building a home 31 feet from the
street, Mr. Vinegra told the board at
its April 16 meeting, would be “im-
practical” due to the slope of the
property. He said the proposed house
would appear to be a two-story resi-
dence from the street, but the back of
the house would sit along the start of
the sharp downward slope and in-
clude a walk-out basement at the rear
of the property. As a result, the rear of
the house would be about 48 feet
high.

When Board Vice-Chairman Ken
Anderson asked if Mr. Vinegra had
considered placing the house further
back on the property, which is more
than 200 feet deep, Mr. Vinegra said

it was “not feasible,” owing to the
difficulties in putting a driveway and
walkways along the sloping property.

Board member Edward Minall ex-
pressed doubts about the design and
grading of the proposed home and
property, and also worried about ac-
cess by fire trucks to the property in
the event of an emergency. He said
the house needed to be lowered or the
grading needed to be raised. Mr.
Vinegra said backfilling the rear of
the property would entail several hun-
dred truckloads of dirt. Another board
member, Rich Fortunato, said he was
“uncomfortable” with the plan that
placed the house so close to the street.
Mr. Anderson echoed his sentiments.

Several residents of Far View Drive
spoke in opposition to the proposal,
with Roland Flores telling the zoning
board that a nearby property had been
backfilled at its rear in order to allow
a new home to be properly set back.
Harold Sarvetnick said a new house
“will stick out” and have a negative
effect on property values. Michael
Beck said the new house would not be
“consistent with the look and feel of
the neighborhood.”

After a brief discussion among
themselves, the board voted unani-
mously to deny Mr. Vinegra’s appli-
cation.

The zoning board will hold a spe-
cial meeting on Thursday, April 30, to
consider an application to build a
5,500-square-foot Wawa convenience
store and gas station on Route 22 East

Courtesy of Brian Horton
FIRST FANWOOD POLICEWOMAN... Kathleen Case gets her new Fanwood Police Department badge pinned on by her
husband, Hans, after being sworn in as the borough’s newest police officer at the borough council meeting on Monday night.
Looking on is Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo. Officer Case comes to the Fanwood department after nine years with
the Rutgers Police Department in Newark. She is the first woman to serve with the Fanwood department.

Photo courtesy of Brian Horton
RECOGNI ZED FOR EFFORTS... Knights of Columbus Shield Award winners
from Fanwood pose with presenters on Thursday in Scotch Plains. Pictured, from
left to right, are: award winner Sgt. Marc Gottlick and presenter, Fanwood Police
Chief Richard Trigo, and award winner Officer Ryan Gilmore of the Fanwood
Police Department; presenter, Rescue Squad President Steve Siegal, award
winner Elizabeth Buckridee and Squad Captain Patti Buckridee (Elizabeth's
mother) of the Fanwood Rescue Squad; and award winner Ken Gorman and
presenter, Assistant Chief Dave Zawodniak of the Fanwood Fire Department.

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
MAKING PROGRESS...Work has started on the new outdoor pool at the JCC
in Scotch Plains. The pool is designed for children under 5 as well as children with
special needs. Construction is slated to be finished in time for summer.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPIDERMAN’S TWIN?… Youngsters enjoy Sunday’s Super Hero Breakfast
fundraiser event which benefitted the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA and the
Aunt Betty Frazee House restoration project.

Council OKs 2015 Budget With
No Property Tax Increase

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday gave its
unanimous approval to the 2015 town-
ship budget that will keep the mu-
nicipal portion of property-tax bills
flat for the first time in 15 years.

“It’s finally happened,” proclaimed
Mayor Kevin Glover, who has pushed
for a zero-tax increase over the course
of his seven years on the governing
body. Repeating a phrase he has used
throughout his tenure, the mayor said,
“We can do better—we finally have.”

The $24,576,946 spending plan
will be financed by $14.7 million in

property taxes, according to a
PowerPoint presentation made by
Township Manager Al Mirabella at
the council’s budget hearing. Other
sources include $2.2 million in state
aid, $4.8 million in miscellaneous
revenue that includes an anticipated
$600,000 in construction code fees,
and $2.97 million from the township’s
surplus.

Mr. Mirabella said his goals for
this year’s budget included provid-
ing “efficient and essential” munici-
pal services, ensuring public safety,
strengthening communications with
residents via an improved website
and more social media involvement,

preserving the township’s history by
addressing improvements to several
historic buildings, developing a strat-
egy for boosting the downtown busi-
ness district and improving recre-
ation and senior programs.

When questioned by two residents
about the amount of surplus being
used to keep the tax rate flat, Mr.
Mirabella said the amount of total
surplus generated last year was
$200,000 more than in 2013 while
Chief Financial Officer Lori Majeski
said that $500,000 was left over.

Council members were generally
supportive of the spending plan, with
Deputy Mayor Colleen Gialanella
expressing her support for efforts to
improve the downtown, which she
said “needs to be front and center” in
the government’s priorities. Coun-
cilman Llewellyn Jones, the sole
Republican on the governing body,
said he was “disappointed that the
library was being funded only at the
state minimum of $1.32 million and
that the legal budget is being increased
by about 50 percent.” He said it was
“not a bad budget,” but added that it
“could be better.”

The council also introduced the
2015 capital budget that calls for
$3.4 million in spending on equip-
ment and technology upgrades for
the police and fire departments, a
new heating and air-conditioning sys-
tem at the library, road improvements,
vehicles and equipment for the pub-
lic works and recreation departments,
downtown beautification efforts, park
improvements and historic site up-
grades. It is the largest capital bond
ordinance put forth in many years,
Mr. Mirabella acknowledged. Last
year, the council twice failed to pass
a capital ordinance after the two
Democrats then on the council —
Mr. Glover and Mrs. Gialanella —
objected to certain provisions, thus
keeping the ordinance from gaining
the necessary supermajority four of
five votes needed to pass.

In other business, Mr. Mirabella
said he expected Township Clerk
Bonnie Lacina to certify the petition
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