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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

CF Discusses Cap. Budget,
Comcast Agreement

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Charles Smith, di-
rector of government and regulatory
affairs for Comcast, discussed the re-
newal agreement between the town-
ship and Comcast to construct, con-
nect, operate and maintain a cable tele-
vision and communications system in
the township at the committee work-
shop meeting Monday night. The re-
newal is for 15 years.

The franchise fee paid to the town-
ship currently is 3.5 percent of every
charge that is related to cable televi-
sion, such as pay-per-view and pre-
mium channels, pursuant to state law,
Mr. Smith said. It was previously 2
percent of the basic cable bill.

Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato asked
why the ordinance also states the old
franchise fee of 2 percent. The state
changed it to 3.5 percent in 2006 when
Verizon was permitted to build a cable
network, Mr. Smith said. “Comcast
likes to keep that language in there in
case state law changes,” Mr. Smith
said.

Now that the weather has turned
milder, street paving is to begin again.
The following municipal roads are
slated for the paving schedule to be
completed by Memorial Day, Town-
ship Engineer Carl O’Brien said: Dun-
ham Avenue, West Holly Street, Marsh
Street, Keith Jeffries Avenue, Fairfield
Avenue, Concord Street, Chestnut
Street and Cherry Street. A 48-hour
notice will be given to residents to
allow them more time to move ve-
hicles.

Union County is to pave Springfield
Avenue, from Holly Street to the Bou-
levard, over the next two weeks, Mr.
O’Brien said. The section of Spring-
field Avenue from Holly to North Av-
enue will be paved by the gas company
after it is done with work in that area,
Mr. O’Brien said.

Mr. O’Brien said the county is also to
pave South Avenue in the township this
summer.

The North Avenue Train Station
project is to go out to bid and is ex-
pected to be awarded by the end of
May. The New Jersey Department of
Transportation, which is giving a grant
to Cranford to cover part of the work,
has asked the township to issue an
extension to the grant to allow time for
the township to introduce the resolu-
tion for the bid approval.

The township engineer discussed the
bid request for the municipal building’s
parking lot. He said he recommended
three alternate bids to be included in the
bid. The three alternates are for double-
depth parking spaces for police depart-
ment (PD) vehicles, the widening of
the exit lane to allow for two-way traf-
fic, and a control outlet structure for
pipe discharge to the Rahway River to
help detain some of the stormwater
during a storm event.

Included in the PD parking spaces is
an area that would have a six-foot to
eight-foot-high wall surround to allow
the police to perform a full search of a
vehicle that would be on camera, Mr.
O’Brien said. Currently, the PD per-
forms searches at the Department of
Public Works (DPW) roundhouse.

“That and the widening of the drive-
way, those two items account for
$200,000 that have to come out of the
capital budget,” Mr. Hannen said. They
would not be covered under the Com-
munity Development grant that is be-
ing used for the paving of the lot,” he
said. He suggested using that money to
pave roads.

“This was significantly higher than I
expected,” Ms. Adubato said.

A subcommittee, made up of Deputy
Mayor Adubato, Mayor Andis Kalnins
and Township Administrator Terence
Wall, had reviewed the capital budget.
Deputy Mayor Adubato said the rec-
ommendation of the capital budget was
not unanimous.

“Depending on what we decide, I
tend to look from a different
perspective…Going from $4 million
to $2.7 this year is too big of a drop-off
(to paving),” Deputy Mayor Adubato
said.

Mayor Kalnins led the discussion of
the budget with the township commit-
tee. “We dropped the total by $2 mil-
lion. We had $6 million last year,”
Mayor Kalnins said.

“We can go up to $5 million,” Mayor
Kalnins said.

Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
requested $20,000 be allocated for the
memorial of Old Peppy, the Pepperidge
tree the township voted to take down.

The committee also requested to get
costs for a vehicle and equipment that
can perform infrared pothole repair.
The DPW has requested to replace a
dump truck, estimated at $35,000, a
hotbox to heat asphalt, and a tree truck,
which is estimated at $260,000.

The engineering department is look-
ing at drainage improvements on Elm
Street, Maple Street and Normandie
Place, as well as James and South Av-
enues, and Orchard Brook, Mr. O’Brien
said. He said there are about 10 to 12
roads that have frequent flooding. “Our
thought was to start ticking them off the
list,” Mr. O’Brien said.

The township also again raised the
issue of the paver replacement pro-
gram in the downtown. Some commit-
tee members suggested looking at the
option of switching out the pavers for
stamped concrete, to still retain a cer-
tain “look” without the upkeep of the
pavers. Commissioner Mary O’Connor
suggested looking at colored concrete
instead, to save money.

“I think having a nice sidewalk is
what is most important and safe,” Ms.
O’Connor said.

“I look at the lights, flowers, and
storefronts. I think those are the ambi-
ence to the town,” Ms. O’Connor said.

properly planned because we don’t
have enough staff to handle what is
going on at the detention center,” Mr.
Armstrong told the board. He asked for
“some sort of proactive investigation.”

“We’re being attacked every day.
We’re looking for help,” Mr. Armstrong
said. He said some of the guards have
had to do double shifts because of
staffing shortages, with one guard who
spoke saying she has been working 16-
hour shifts and another guard saying,
“we are so short staffed.”

Freeholder Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh said the board would look into
the issue.

In a phone interview with The Leader,
Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the county was hampered in
filling vacancies at the Linden deten-
tion center as those positions are civil
service jobs. He said applicants would
have to take a civil service adminis-
tered test. Successful candidates would
then have to go through a criminal
background check and take a physical
and a psychological test.

Mr. Guzzo said there are seven to
eight vacancies at the detention center,
some of which had been caused by
what he described as a “rash” of inju-
ries among security staff.

As of last week, Mr. Guzzo said
Hudson County had agreed to an inter-
governmental transfer of some of its
security staff to Union County to fill
detention center vacancies. Previously,
Hudson was the only New Jersey county
not participating in such a program. He
said four or five guards have been
screened to come to Union County.

Mr. Guzzo said prior to an agree-
ment with Hudson County to transfer
all of its juvenile population to Union
County, Union County had a daily
population of around 28 to 30 youths in
a facility that can hold up to 74. As of
last week, the Linden detention center
had 49 youths, he said. In an effort to
hold that number down, Mr. Guzzo
said a federal program that has a con-
tract with the county has agreed not to
send additional youths to Union County.
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County Freeholders
He said the priority of the county is

to keep both the staff and juvenile
detainees safe.

Residents from Rahway and Clark
once again spoke to the board about
their opposition to development of an
existing field at Rahway River Park
into a multi-purpose field. The field
will be the home for the Rahway High
School football team.

Plans call for the replacement of the
field with a turf field, track and lights
paid for by the county. Bleachers to
seat 1,200 persons, team pavilions, a
public address system, scoreboard,
restroom facilities, concession stand
and a press box would be paid for by
Rahway. The county portion in pre-
liminary plans was $2.6 million with
Rahway paying $2.3 million.

Kelly Tropeano of Clark, represent-
ing the Coalition to Save Rahway River
Park, responded to board comments at
the March 26 meeting that the complex
should not be considered a stadium.
She said she would like to know the
freeholders’ definition of a stadium,
“because the only thing missing is a
dome.”

On parking, she questioned where
vehicles would go after the existing
400 spaces in the lot are filled as there
is no plan for additional parking by the
county.

Bob Carson of Rahway said, re-
sponding to previous freeholder com-
ments that there are no contracts in
place for the field, that he does in fact
have those contracts.

Freeholder Chairman Jalloh said he
would like to see the documents, not-
ing they are likely shared-services
agreements between Rahway and the
county, but not construction contracts
as the board has yet to vote on any
contracts for the project.

SCENIC...Greg and Rosemary Porpora of Westfield take time out to catch up on
the latest issue of The Westfield Leader while visiting the Duomo in Florence, Italy.

Czeh Appointed Fire Chief;
Old Peppy Cut Down

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — Fire Captain
Daniel Czeh was appointed by 3-to-
0 vote, as fire chief at a ceremony that
packed the municipal chambers held
Tuesday at the township committee
official meeting.

“He is a good person… I have seen
nothing but great things from Danny
over the last 10 years,” Acting Chief
Dean Russamano said.

Chief Czeh is a Cranford High
School and Union County College
graduate. He began as a volunteer
firefighter before starting a career as
a firefighter in 1995.

“I want you guys to get on board
the train. We are leaving the station
and I’m driving. Once on board we
will all face the same direction… The
sooner we are all going in the same
direction the better off we will all be,”
Chief Czeh said to his fellow
firefighters. He was sworn in as chief
with his wife, Jenn, and daughters
Emily and Melody by his side. His
parents, sister and nephews were also
in attendance.

In other business, the committee
adopted a $35.6-million municipal
budget on final reading after it was
introduced last month.

Old Peppy, the Pepperidge tree lo-
cated at Lincoln Park on Lincoln
Avenue, was cut down Tuesday morn-
ing. The Pepperidge tree that is more
than 250 years old and is a symbol of
Cranford in many ways was sawed
down to limbs piled on the ground.
Residents stopped by to see why the
tree was being cut down, and to honor
the history of the tree. Resident Garrett
Buonaguro, 21, a life-long resident,
stood with guitar playing a tune in
honor of the tree. Tim Salerno, a
resident on Lincoln Avenue, came to
get his photo taken with the tree,
which he had done as a boy and was
hung in the Smithsonian, his wife
Elizabeth told The Westfield Leader.

Tina Helmstetter and her husband,
Ed, visited the remains of tree as
well, their faces showed their sadness
of the loss. Ms. Helmstetter, who is a
member of the tree advisory board,
had spoken to the committee on nu-
merous occasions about the health,
history and significance of the tree.
They both attended Tuesday night’s
meeting, and spoke about the
township’s, 4-to-1, decision to cut
down the tree.

Six residents came to the meeting
to voice their opposition to the re-
moval of the tree. Those residents
also asked why the township com-
mittee had not informed the public as
to when the tree was going to be cut
down or why there had not been a
ceremony to honor the tree’s signifi-
cance.

“It looked like the town didn’t care,”
Mr. Helmstetter said during public
comment of the official meeting.

“The oldest resident of Cranford
was destroyed,” Ms. Helmstetter said
with tears in her eyes.

“New Jersey is famous for neglect-
ing its history and this is just another
example,” resident Barbara Krause
said. She noted that she and Ms.
Helmstetter, as members of the tree
advisory board, had both said the
best solution was to save the tree
using the methods set forth by the
tree experts that included having a
six-foot fence around the drip line of
the tree. They both repeated tree ex-
perts’ comments from reports on to
how to save the tree.

Joe Colangelo of Grove Street told
the committee that when he heard
Old Peppy was coming down that he
took off of work and brought his

three children over to the park to see
it one last time. “It was symbol, a
thing we grew up with,” he said.
“Whenever people visit me in
Cranford…I always show them Old
Peppy,” he said.

He asked if the decision to take it
down was because of safety or litiga-
tion avoidance. “Give Cranford a little
more credit,” Mr. Colangelo said.

“I regret I am too late to save the
tree,” Monica Shimkus of Miln Street
said. “The community is more than
the sum of its people. It is the archi-
tecture and the river that runs through
it…,” she said.

After looking at the limbs that were
cut from Old Peppy, resident Frank
Krause asked the committee to have
them investigated because he said
there was no evidence of rot.

“It is just a disaster,” Mr. Krause
said.

“The tree didn’t have to come
down,” Commissioner Tom Hannen
Jr. said in his commissioner report.
He said the tree company trimmed
off branches of one side, leaving it
unbalanced, and still had remained
standing upright. He recited a part of
the Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein.
“Once there was a tree and she loved
a little boy and every day he would
come and gather her leaves. Today, as
Old Peppy was going down, I met
some of those little boys who would
come and sit under that tree,” Mr.
Hannen said.

Now that Old Peppy has been cut
down, he noted that Ed Davenport
suggested to slice the trunk at an
angle and to trace Cranford’s and
America’s history through the rings
of the tree. Mr. Hannen also sug-
gested adding a gazebo around the
tree trunk to protect it and act as a
learning center.

“I apologize for not notifying you,”
Commissioner Robert D’Ambola
said to the audience. He said he had
wanted to conduct a ceremony for the
tree after a memorial had been erected.
“I was not looking forward to taking
down the tree, I was looking forward
to what can we do positive after the
tree was gone,” he said.

The rot, Mr. D’Ambola said, is
further down in the trunk of the tree,
which has not been cut down yet.

There was one tree company who
backed out of taking down the tree,
and a second vendor that had me-
chanical issues, Mr. D’Ambola said.

In other committee business, the
Downtown Management Corporation
budget was approved with a total of
$189,800, which is up over last year.

The committee approved the ordi-
nance to renew the agreement with
Comcast for another 15 years to sup-
ply cable service.

The Carpenter Place detention ba-
sin pipe repairs work was awarded by
resolution. It is to be funded by the
New Jersey Department of Commu-
nity Affairs, Community Develop-
ment Block Grant – Disaster Recov-
ery Program.

The farmers’ market that began
last summer is slated for a second
year. It will be held Sunday mornings
from June 7 to mid-October, weather
permitting as the lower level of the
parking lot at the train station on
South Avenue. Parking will be avail-
able in the upper portion of the lot,
with cars entering through the Wal-
nut Avenue entrance to the lot, and
exiting at the farther corner of the lot.
The committee approved the resolu-
tion, by a 4-to-1 tally, with Commis-
sioner Hannen voting against it be-
cause he felt the resolution did not
provide protection from “unfair com-
petition” with local businesses.

Good Neighbor Awards
Given to Osieja, Goggi
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A standing-
room only crowd packed borough hall
Tuesday night to honor the recipients
of the annual Mabel Young Good
Neighbor Award. According to Mabel
Young Committee chairwoman, Janet
Skinner, the award was established in
1982 and is given to a resident who has
had a positive impact on the commu-
nity. This year the award was presented
to Carol Goggi and awarded post
humously to the late Police Chief Rich-
ard Osieja, who was promoted from
captain to chief a week before his pass-
ing in January.

Ms. Goggi has lived in Mountain-
side with her husband and two children
since 1989. She has been a long time
member of the Newcomers Club and
served as the group’s president and is a
major supporter of the Mountainside
Restoration Committee, where she
spearheaded several fundraising
projects to support the relocation of the
Levi Cory House and the operations at
Hetfield House.

In her presentation of the award, Ms.
Skinner noted that any child who has
been baptized at Our Lady of Lourdes
Church in the last two decades was
touched by Ms. Goggi’s volunteerism
since she makes the infant’s keepsake
christening garments in addition to serv-
ing as a religious education teacher and
chairwoman of the Cornerstone Break-
fast team. Ms. Goggi also served on the
PTA executive board, was a leader in
both the Boy and Girl Scouts and is the
“glue that holds her street together”
since she organizes the annual block
party and maintains the landscaped
islands.

The family of Chief Osieja, who

served Mountainside as a police of-
ficer for 36 years before losing a year-
long battle with cancer earlier this
year, accepted the award on his be-
half. Ms. Skinner detailed Chief
Osieja’s many contributions to the
community including his role as a
founding member of the Mountain-
side PAL, a board member of the
Municipal Alliance, an active mem-
ber of Our Lady of Lourdes Church,
the Elks Club, and the PBA. Ms. Skin-
ner noted, “Rich did great things with
quiet humility.”

In addition to the Mabel Young
Award, Councilman Glenn N.
Mortimer presented the family with a
American flag which Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) had arranged to have
flown over the United States Capitol
building in honor of Chief Osieja on
March 10. The leadership team from
the Union County Police Chiefs Asso-
ciation presented the family with a
plaque memorializing Chief Osieja’s
membership in the New Jersey State
Police Chiefs Association, and State
Assemblywoman Nancy F. Munoz (R-
21st, Summit) presented a legislative
resolution honoring Chief Osieja.

In her short speech, Asw. Munoz
commended the citizens of Mountain-
side for the comfort and support they
had given to Donna Osieja, the chief’s
wife, and her three young daughters
noting that they had “captured the spirit
of Chief Osieja who consistently gave
his all to the community.”

In other business, council members
unanimously voted to approve the 2015
operating budget for $8,462,886.08,
appointed Anthony P. DeLuca Jr. as
communications officer and appointed
Edward Parin to the Mountainside
Department of Public Works.
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Substation
water from the Rahway River, accord-
ing to a PSE&G press release. The
electrical components at the substation
had been caked with mud and debris
from the flooding that occurred. It
caused outages for some PSE&G cus-
tomers for over a week, according to
reports.

During the construction period,
PSE&G customers should not experi-
ence any power outages. “We sequence
out these projects so customers won’t
see any interruptions of power,” Ms.
Thomas said.

“That area of Cranford, there has
been a lot of development…. We do
have an outreach team that will be
communicating with the town and lo-
cal businesses,” Ms. Thomas said.

At the next meeting, on Wednesday,
May 6, the planning board will hear a
subdivision application by Rosa Tavares
at 268 Burnside Avenue. Ms. Tavares is
seeking a minor subdivision approval
to create two new lots with less than the
minimum required lot width for a cor-
ner lot.

“It is reminiscent to Indian Spring,”
board member Kathleen Murray said,
referring to a subdivision application at
19 Indian Spring Road the board ap-
proved last year.

Planning board member Ann
Steinbach brought up that the Town of
Westfield formed a committee to
“strongly recommend what kind of
home to be built to match the neighbor-
hood.”

The board said there has been no
word on a new plan for an application
that was denied in September for a
mixed-use building at 496 Centennial
Avenue.
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CF BOE
under the current plan district employ-
ees will be subjected to the Cadillac tax
under the Affordable Care Act by 2018.
This tax is levied on all families who
receive more than $27,500 worth of
health care because, as Mr. Carafango
put it, “their benefits are too good” in
the eyes of the legislative body.

Ms. Widdows raised objection to the
resolution on the grounds that it does
not go far enough. She called for an
additional line to be added that de-
mands the state to make good on other
programs that it has promised to fund
like special-education resources. Ms.
Widdows stated, “Trenton needs to be
responsible for what Trenton is respon-
sible for by law. The fact that any
politician can get away with not fund-
ing what is mandated, what’s legis-
lated, and what is justifiably morally
obligated, blows me away. And the
reason they can get away with it is
because nobody lights a fire under
them.”

In the end the addition of an extra
line was tabled in favor of the creation
of a second, stand alone resolution
calling for accountability from the state
on programs they have promised to
fund.

The board also acknowledged that
its budget has been approved by the
state without revision and will be pre-
sented for public comment at the next
meeting on Monday, April 27, at 7 p.m.

Christina M. Hinke  for The Westfield  Leader
A GRAND OLD TREE...Garrett Buonaguro, 21, a resident of Central Avenue,
who was born and raised in Cranford, came out to play his guitar in honor of Old
Peppy. He was playing his rendition of a Grand Old Flag, renaming it a Grand
Old Tree.

Clarification
In last week’s edition of The

Westfield Leader, it was reported
that Garwood Councilman Jim
Mathieu passed the chairmanship
of the Garwood Republican party
to his wife Liz Mathieu. Council-
man Mathieu told The Leader after
press time that he said that at the
meeting in jest, and he is in fact still
the chairman.


