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Councilman Explains Garwood Sport
Complex Baseball Field Dimensions

it would void the warranty to
allow the Baseball League to
change the field dimensions dur-
ing this period.

Although it is unfortunate the
Major League baseball teams
must play many games away, it
is important to mention that for
this current season there are only
two teams in the Garwood Ma-
jors division. Since it wouldn’t
have been much fun to only play
against each other, the reality is
we need to play with other towns
in order to make it a competitive
experience for the children. I
understand that it may be con-
fusing to some since we have
recently opened the newly en-
hanced baseball field, but I as-
sure you it is getting great use
with approximately 150 players,
more than 60 games on the base-
ball field, 20 plus games on the
turf field, as well as countless
practices that are scheduled to
be played this season by all divi-
sions.

And just this Saturday, April
11, the Garwood Baseball / Soft-
ball League hosted its opening
day. It was a great event where
I was honored to be a part of the
activities where the children,
parents and community came
together in support of the Base-
ball League and the new recre-
ation complex.

Louis Petruzzelli
Garwood Councilman

As former liaison to the
Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex (GSRC), I would like
to set the record straight for the
benefit of the public on the mat-
ter of the dimensions of the
GSRC baseball field, as men-
tioned in a letter to the editor
last week. It is very important
to point out that the Baseball
League did not ask the borough
to expand the dimensions at
the time the project was de-
signed and put out for bid, nor
have they since. As a council,
we bid the project to include
grading of the baseball field,
drainage, and new sod. This
scope never changed and was
understood by all that this would
be the span of the work.

Secondly, Garwood Majors
teamed up to play baseball with
Kenilworth when the field was
under construction and, at that
time, they had the same di-
mensions as our current field.
Last year, Kenilworth decided

to expand their dimensions from
46/60 play to 50/70. When this
happened, the Garwood Base-
ball League board approached
me, as the liaison, to see what
it would cost to expand our
dimensions. Listening to their
inquiry, I asked our contractor,
who replied it could be done for
$44,000. Clearly, we would not
grant approval for our contrac-
tor to do this work and incur
additional cost. Now the field is
under a one-year warranty and

gathering, etc. is simply a venue
to have fun, meet other people
from various walks of life, etc.

It sounds like he is not having
too much fun in his own personal
life and perhaps if he tried playing
Bocce he would love it instead of
making fun of it. Maybe he should
also know that by uniting the
community the town will save
money in the long run and have
less problems.

I’ve only played Bocce for a
few years and I really enjoy it. I
didn’t mind if I lost or won. We
played as a team and had fun
meeting with and enjoying one
another’s company.

Sometimes this brings out the
best in we Italians and Italian-
Americans. Thank you all for your
hard work and dedication in
preserving our great Italian
heritage.

Local Letters to the Editor

Garwood DEMS
Declare Re-election Bid
Ann Palmer Tarantino and I, Bill

Nierstedt, along with the
Garwood Democratic Committee
are pleased to announce that we
will represent the Garwood
Democratic Party in this year’s
November Council election.

Ann and I are in the third year
of our first council term and as
we campaign door-to-door, we
look forward to discussing our
accomplishments over the past
two years as well as our goals to
ensure our borough progresses
into a bright future. Garwood is
a great community in which to
live, work, and play and, as al-
ways, we look forward to run-
ning a clean, issue-oriented cam-
paign. Garwood residents de-
serve no less. We look forward
to your support and will see you
on the campaign trail after La-
bor Day.

Ann Palmer Tarantino
Bill Nierstedt

Garwood Councilpersons

Richard L. D’Arminio
UNICO National President

Jim Mathieu’s ignorant and
misguided comments about the
community bocce court at the
Garwood complex unfortunately
represents the mindset of many
against Italian-Americans and
their traditions. He rails against
the $6,800 expenditure out of a
$3.2-million recreation complex
budget. This comes out to a
mere 2/100 of one percent of
the project. It will serve not
only Italian-Americans, but
anyone of any age who chooses
to enjoy a fresh air activity and
learn the simple rules. The
beauty of the game is that
people of all ages, gender, and
physical ability can participate.
No other activity in the complex
affords grandparents and
grandchildren the ability to
enjoy the competition of the
game together, as well as enjoy
the human interaction so rare
in today’s world of cell phones
and social media.

Mr. Mathieu mocks a game
that has been enjoyed since
5000 B.C. and made popular
around the world by the
emigration of Italians. Instead
of knocking the courts built for
everyone, he should bring his
family to enjoy the game and
learn why it has survived for
thousands of years.

August Palumbo

Reading is Good For You
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Hist. Soc. to Salute
Amer. Popular Music
CRANFORD — The Cranford His-

torical Society will present
“American Popular Music from
Ragtime to Broadway” on Sun-
day, April 26, from 2:15 to 4:15
p.m., at the Hanson House. Doors
will open at 2 p.m. The Hanson
House is located at 38 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford.

Musician Tom Langmaack will
play popular music on the key-
board from Gottshalk to Rodgers.
Admission is free but reserva-
tions are required. To respond,
call the Historical Society’s office
at (908) 276-0082 or e-mail the
organization at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net.
Founded in 1927, the Cranford
Historical Society has as its mis-
sion to preserve and perpetuate
the history of Cranford.

CRANFORD
Wednesday, April 8, Brian Ellis,

31, of West Orange was arrested
and charged with making terror-
istic threats and resisting arrest.
At approximately 7:27 p.m. po-
lice became aware of a man yell-
ing in the hallway outside the
municipal court. Officers located
a male verbally abusing court
staff, using profanity, and inter-
fering with other persons’ ability
to pay fines and handle court
matters. Ellis was asked to leave
the building and was escorted
from the property. Upon reach-
ing the exit doorway, Ellis turned
and referenced Osama Bin Laden
while threatening to return later
to shoot the officers and blow up
the building. Officers advised Ellis
that he would be placed under
arrest for making threatening
statements; he then fled on foot
through the municipal parking
lot before being apprehended in
a gas station lot on Springfield
Avenue. Ellis was processed and
transported to the Union County
jail pending an appearance in
Superior Court. Bail was set at
$25,000.

Floraphile Posts Visit
To Dreyer Farms

CRANFORD — The Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford will visit
Dreyer Farms on Monday, April
20, at 12:30 p.m., for a veg-
etable gardening presentation by
Jessica Dreyer. Participants also
will learn about Dreyer’s popular
CSA (community-supported ag-
riculture) program. Dreyer Farms
is located at 831 Springfield Av-
enue, Cranford.

Guests are welcome. If inter-
ested in joining the Floraphile
Garden Club of Cranford, or for
more information on upcoming
events, contact Mary Ellen at
mecrafts@verizon.net. Individu-
als also are invited to like the club
on Facebook at facebook.com/
floraphilegardenclub.


