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in Fairfield, came to the micro-
phone to accept Mr. Mathieu’s
apology, but that didn’t satisfy
several Garwood residents or sev-
eral of his fellow council members.
Every member of council, except
for Mayor Charles Lombardo, re-
buked Mr. Mathieu in some man-
ner, and two residents asked Mr.
Mathieu to apologize in writing
with another letter-to-the-editor.
Bruce Paterson of Willow Avenue
repeated his request for Mr.
Mathieu to resign his chairman-
ship of the Garwood Republican
Party, since that is how the letter
was signed. Mr. Mathieu said he
already had passed the chairman-
ship on to his wife, Liz Mathieu.
In other action, the council for-
mally approved the awarding of
a $16,900 contract to Equipment
Rental Services of South Amboy
to replace Waste Management
as the borough’s recycling col-
lector through the end of the
year, but not without another
round of wrangling.
The council voted 5-1 on March 24
to award the contract, which in-
cluded a contentious discussion
between Mr. Mathieu, Borough
Clerk Christina Ariemma and Coun-
cilman Lou Petruzzelli.
When the resolution was intro-
duced Tuesday as part of the con-
sent agenda, Mr. Mathieu asked
that it be removed, and ques-
tioned the bona fides of Equip-
ment Rental.
On March 24, Ms. Ariemma de-
scribed Equipment Rental, which
handles the town’s twice yearly
bulk garbage contract, as owned
by the son of the owner of Great
Northern Recycling, which was the
town’s recycling collector before
Waste Management.
Mr. Mathieu said Tuesday that he
now understood there was no re-
lationship between Great North-
ern and Equipment Rental. Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco clarified by
saying it wasn’t known if there was
a relationship.
Mr. Mathieu persisted by asking

what credentials Equipment Rental
had in recycling. Council President
Bill Nierstedt said in addition to
Garwood’s bulk pickup, the com-
pany had contracts with 22 other
municipalities.
Mr. Lombardo ended the debate
by calling for a vote, which passed
by the same 5-to-1 margin as the
original three weeks ago, with Mr.
Mathieu dissenting.
Mr. Petruzzelli, the finance com-
mittee chairman, announced that
the town’s $2.7-million bond,
which consolidated the borough’s
short-term funded debt, was pur-
chased by Robert W. Baird and Co.
of New York at 1.89 percent. That
was about 20 percent lower than
the 2.25 percent municipal audi-
tor Warren Korecky had projected.
The action will save the borough
approximately $54,000 over the
term of the bond.

said the township engineer “put
certain requirements for water
runoff.”

“This will be an improvement to
the neighborhood,” Board Chair-
man Ronald Marotta said.

The application for Heritage
Square of Cranford, 1130 Raritan
Road, was carried to Monday,
April 27, by request of the
applicant’s attorney, so the ap-
plication could be heard and voted
on by a full board. Monday there
were six voting members of the
board present, where seven vot-
ing members make up a full
board. About a dozen residents
came out to oppose the project.
A townhouse development is pro-
posed at the site where a medical
building is located. The variances
sought include a use variance for
residential dwellings, a variance
to exceed the maximum allow-
able stories, and a variance to
exceed the maximum allowable
height. Three stories are pro-
posed.

Mathieu’s Bocce Ball Views Not
Shared by Ex-GW GOP Chairwoman
The new Garwood GOP chair-

man, James Mathieu, who is also
a Councilman, penned a letter-
to-the-editor which many can-
not believe was even printed in
The Westfield Leader/Scotch
Plains Fanwood Times. Appear-
ing in the April 9th issue the
letter, which was labeled as a
satire on the taxes, debt and the
new sports complex in Garwood,
focused on the sport of Bocce
and would probably not be con-
sidered amusing by the Interna-
tional and U.S. Bocce Federa-
tions, the Sons of Italy, UNICO,
Special Olympics and numerous
high schools and colleges na-
tionwide.

Mr. Mathieu may have thought
he was being creative and cute
when he was critical of the Bocce
Ball component at the new sports
and rec. complex. However, he
crossed the lines of good taste
when he made light of the sport
and disparaged a certain ethnic
group by suggesting that the
borough could raise millions of
dollars in revenue by allowing
the sale of “Cannolis, Espresso
and brown wool sweaters” at the
site. He further states sarcasti-
cally that, “In this part of New
Jersey alone, there must be mil-
lions, maybe even dozens, of
people chomping at the bit to
improve their Bocce skills.”

For Mr. Mathieu’s enlighten-
ment there are those who do
take this sport quite seriously.
The World Bocce Championships
for singles competition will be
held in Rome, April 19 to 26. The
team representing the U.S. this
year is composed of individuals
from Michigan and California. And
further, from June 21 thru 27,
the U.S. Bocce Nationals will be
taking place in Methuan, Mass.

where over 150 Elite Bocce Play-
ers from around the country are
expected to compete. Last year,
the championships took place in
St. Louis, Mo., also in 2014 a U.S.
Federation group in Ohio orga-
nized and ran a “Bocce Classic”
where 64 teams competed. En-
try fees and various events raised
funds for educational scholar-
ships, charitable contributions to
Cooley’s anemia, the Alzheimer
Association, and many other
worthy organizations.

Next to soccer and golf, bocce
is the third most participated
sport in the world and has its own
web page
www.spec ia lo lympics.org/
bocce.aspx on the Special Olym-
pics site. It is also part of student
life on the campuses of Pittsburg
State University, the Universi-
ties of Nevada and San Francisco
and Lafayette College in Penn-
sylvania, just to name a few.
There are also many Bocce orga-
nizations here in New Jersey;
they are coed, men’s, women’s
and youth teams. The aforemen-
tioned is just the tip of the ice-
berg. Bocce and those who play
it here in U.S. are no laughing
matter.

Prior to its construction, the
components of the complex were
determined by more than one
committee of Garwood residents.
They obviously felt having a Bocce
court would be a nice addition
and incorporated it in the plans
along with soccer, field hockey,
and baseball and basketball.

It must be stressed that Jim
Mathieu’s implied attitude regard-
ing those who enjoy the sport is
not shared by the former active
members of the Garwood GOP
who worked for a number of years
to create and grow a respectable

Unico on Bocce
Sir even in San Antonio, Tex.

we have BOCCE Lanes and we
have a “Latin American” majority,
and a minor Italian population,
and they do not complain, and it
is a very good sport. Sir: As all
sports it can get rowdy, and
mean. I never been to Garwood
township or the park, but the
cost to make it into a descent
venue there must be room else
where for your child to play,
maybe a swing or slide? Think

about this.
Joe Monaco

Local Letters to the Editor
organization that was all inclu-
sive. Since he is now the party
chairman his letter casts the Re-
publican Party in not only
Garwood, but in all of Union
County in a bad light as there are
those who would assume he
speaks for the registered Repub-
licans in general when he belittles
one group’s ethnic heritage. And
finally, as a councilman. it is dis-
tressing that he believes he can
insult the very people he is sup-
posed to be working for as well as
his fellow council persons. His
letter makes one wonder who he
will disparage next.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Unico Bocce
Compendium

I wonder how this GOP
chairman would feel if his son
was made fun of for participating
in an Easter Egg hunt or if one
day his son also chooses to follow
in his footsteps in politics or any
endeavor. I don’t think he realizes
that his words now will affect and
hurt his son down the road.

Bocce like the Easter egg hunt
is for all people and any type of
sport, concert, play, food

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos

Board OKs Garage

GW PD Contract OK; Mathieu


