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By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil approved a four-year contract
with the police union Tuesday
night, the final action in an
evening that drew an unusually
large gallery of people, several
of whom criticized councilman
Jim Mathieu for a satirical letter
in last week’s Westfield Leader.

The new police contract elimi-
nated longevity bonus pay for
new hires, eliminated the 10-
year bonus payments for current
employees, capped sick leave
payments at $16,000 and pro-
rated terminal leave, Council-
woman and Police Negotiations
Committee Chairwoman Ann
Tarantino said.

“We’re happy to have settled
this voluntarily,” Mrs. Tarantino
said. “It’s good for Garwood, good
for the taxpayers and good for
the police department. Because
if this had gone to a hearing, to
arbitration, it could have been
worse for them (police officers).”

The council unanimously ap-
proved the agreement, which
replaced the one that expired
December 31, after a brief ex-
ecutive session to discuss the
deal. Mrs. Tarantino said the po-
lice union voted to approve the
contract earlier Tuesday.

Some council members had
criticized portions of the previ-
ous contract, such as the provi-
sion that paid police officers a full
year’s worth of vacation, holiday
and personal time regardless of
when they retired during the year.

In February, the council paid
Sgt. Mario Morelli $34,305.81
for his 2015 vacation and holiday
time, which also included sick
pay, after he retired January 31.
The new deal would have essen-
tially reduced that payment to
about one-twelfth.

The contract also replaced the
six-step salary schedule with an
11-step schedule and eliminated
additional annual salary increases
until an officer reaches the rank
of sergeant, Mrs. Tarantino said.

“This is a good contract for the
borough, but it’s a good a con-
tract for the police,” Mrs.
Tarantino said. “It would have
hurt (the police) more if they had
went to a hearing.”

The approval came in the final
minutes of a nearly three-hour
council meeting, that began with
an-hour-and-15-minute work-
shop session highlighted by the
outcry over Mr. Mathieu’s letter-
to-the-editor.

The letter, headlined “Reader
Presents Satire on Garwood Prop-
erty Taxes, Debt,” sarcastically
criticized the $3.2-million Sports
and Recreation Complex, which
opened in December. Specifically,
Mr. Mathieu lampooned the

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE FIELD...Teams run on to the field as they are announced during
opening day festivities for the baseball season at the new Garwood Sports and
Recreation Complex.

Board OKs Garage, Moves
Heritage Square to April 27

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The zoning board
of adjustment on Monday unani-
mously, by a 6-to-0 vote, ap-
proved a variance application to
permit construction of a new
single-car garage to replace a
dilapidated one at 55 Elizabeth
Avenue.

The existing garage was built in
1939 and has since sustained
damage caused by the roots of
an oak tree on the property,
applicant Daniel DeWeever said.

The driveway is shared with a
neighbor and the oak tree also
damaged the neighbor’s garage,
he said.

“The structure had been greatly
affected by an oak tree and
pushed both buildings and dete-
riorated the foundations. My pad

was shattered,” Mr. DeWeever
said.

The some 75-year-old oak tree
has since been cut down. “We
hated to lose it. We tried to engi-
neer around it,” he said.

The new garage will match the
house in color and be one story.
The new structure will be slightly
wider and longer than the origi-
nal. “The original was a tight
squeeze for a Model A... We are
hoping to push it out a little bit
further to make room for a work
bench. The current garage was
functioning as a shed,” Mr.
DeWeever said.

The total impervious coverage
will extend over the existing slate
patio, and in effect will result in
“a minimal increase” in impervi-
ous coverage, Board Vice-Chair-
man Jeffrey Pistol said. He also

$6,800 spent to include a court
for bocce, a lawn bowling game
of Italian origin.

Referring to the defense of
those on council who voted for
the project that the complex can
be rented out to mitigate main-
tenance costs, Mr. Mathieu
wrote: “we could even charge
fees to vendors of Cannoli (sic),
Espresso (sic), and brown wool
sweaters. The possibilities are
endless!”

Mr. Mathieu, whose letter did
not mention Italy or Italians, ad-
dressed the matter first.

“I thought about it lot,” he said.
“I meant what I said. If I truly
offended anybody, then I truly
do apologize. But if you are truly
offended, what are you not of-
fended by?”

Two members of UNICO, a 90-
year-old national Italian-Ameri-
can organization headquartered

Garwood Police Dept. Contract Okayed;
Mathieu Ripped for Satirical Letter
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EXAMINING THE SPECS... Residents who oppose the townhouse develop-
ment, Heritage Square of Cranford, 1130 Raritan Road, discuss the application
in the hallway of the Cranford Municipal Building with the applicant's planner
and attorney. The application was carried to Monday, April 27, when it will be
heard by the zoning board of adjustment.
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