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l'ennemi du journaliste

MARK CHRISTIANO SINKS 6 GOALS, ASSIST; HURLEY 4 GOALS, ASSIST; FITCH NETS 2 GOALS

Cranford Rips Columbia, 14-2 in Battle of Cougar Laxmen
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior midfielder Mark
Christiano found the mark six
times and added an assist to
lead the Cranford High School
Cougars boys lacrosse team to a
14-2 humbling of the Columbia
Cougars at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 8. The impres-
sive triumph after a shaky 13-9
win over Lakeland on April 6,
elevated the Cranford Cougars’
record to 7-0.

“Last year we started 2-7.

Didn’t get off to a good start.
Our group of seniors this year is
really playing well. We are play-
ing really good defense. Only
gave up two goals today and in
the Lakeland game, we gave up
seven in a couple of minutes,
but our defense is playing tight
right now,” said Mark Christiano,
who believes his total goals for
the season rose to 16. “We gave
up nine goals. We were leading
13-2 going into the fourth quar-
ter and let up.”

Mark Christiano was mixing up
his attacking style well, hitting

from all sides with his variety of
goals, which also included a neat
wraparound strike.

“I am always trying to go at the
defender, change it up. I go
right the first time, go left the
second time, because he’s going
to be guessing that way. Then
you go behind the net, fake him
one way, go the other way. Beat
him there for a good spot,”
Christiano explained.

Another very valuable asset
was his twin brother Luke’s abil-
ity to win all but two of the face-
offs.

“Every time we win a face-off,
we seem to have a fast break or
we have the ball, so we can work
from there. He’s winning every

face-off and possession matters
a lot in lacrosse,” Mark said of
Luke.

“He’s been on fire lately. He’s
doing an unbelievable job for
us,” Cougar Head Coach Al
Reinoso said of Mark Christiano.
“Luke as well! Luke is dominat-
ing face-offs. They have a de-
cent face-off guy. Their coach
was telling me they had no an-
swer for him. With that, we were
able to dominate possession
time. It’s really important for us
as we develop this season and
try to sustain momentum. Get
possession, win ground balls,
win face-offs. It gives us a bet-
ter opportunity.”

Early in the first quarter,
Cranford’s Mark Pawlick fired
what appeared to be a point
blank goal, but the referee over-
turned it because he penetrated
the goalkeeper’s circle. With
6:09 on the clock, Mark
Christiano hooked to his right
and notched his first goal.
Columbia’s Dustin Ramos an-
swered two minutes later, but
Mark Christiano came right back
in less than a minute to score his
wraparound goal.

Forty seconds into the second
quarter, Mark Christiano deliv-
ered a short right hook to make
the score, 3-1. Within two min-
utes, attacker Richie Hurley
stole the ball and scored, then
18 seconds later Mark Christiano
hooked left and made the score,
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