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Lou Cerchio to be Inducted
Into Seton Hall Hall of Fame

Union Rugby Defeats CBA
And Hosts British Ruggers

SWARMING DEFENSE...Union Co-Captain Mike Dabulas and the Mudturtle
defense swarms a CBA player on March 21 as Union defeated CBA, 43-12.

The Union County Rugby Foot-
ball Club hosted Christian Brothers
Academy at Tiger Stadium in Linden
on March 21. The first of two games
pitted Union’s U18A team against a
tough CBA team.

The game started slowly with teams
trading possessions. Then Union’s
Michael Dabulas broke through with
the first try of the game and scored
the conversion. After a few more pos-
session changes Union’s Jatece
Wright ran the ball in for a try and
Dabulas made the conversion. Union
maintained possession again. Dabulas
got the ball off of a tough rook by
Union’s Mike Sullivan and Mike
Dazzo and ran in for his second try.

CBA then took possession and
made a long run down the field but
the scoring attempt was thwarted
when Union’s Kevin Trotter caught
up and pushed CBA’s runner out of
bounds. At the end of the first half,
CBA was able to push the ball in for
a try and the conversion was good.

Union dominated the second half
with tries by Eric Swanson, Kevin
Trotter and Jatece Wright. The
Mudturtle defense, highlighted by a
strong tackle by Nick Costa, held
CBA to one try in the second half for
a final score of 43-12.

In the U18B game, Union began
with a quick try by Shamus Garcia.
The Mudturtles dominated CBA for
the remainder of the game with An-
drew Frantz, Isaiah (Flash) Jeter,
Kevin Bronander and Ben Kelly each
scoring two tries. CBA was able to
put together a long drive for a try in
the second half. Mudturtles Joe
Sichel, Tyrece Johnson and Will
Budreez also scored and Bronander
kicked seven conversions.

On April 4, at Kehler Stadium in
Westfield, the Mudturtle Club hosted

the Lightcliffe Academy team from
Halifax, United Kingdom in its first
ever International match. Both
squads, comprised of boys ages 12
through 16, played a highly spirited
match that saw a great example of the
rugby community in action.

The Mudturtles displayed a domi-
nant physical presence that was
matched by the Lightcliffe’s fantas-
tic ball skills. Union also brought in
their younger players to get them
some experience and balance the
match for Lightcliffe. The “Player of
the Match”, awarded by the
Lightcliffe Academy team, was given
to Mudturtle Pat Hak. In the end,
American tenacity won out but tries
were scored by both sides and the
bonds that form the international
rugby community were strengthened.

The Union Mudturtles are nation-
ally ranked and have been invited to
play in a Boys’ High School Nation-
als Rugby Championship tournament
in Charlotte, N.C. in May. The club
will be sponsoring a car wash this
Saturday, April 18, 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. at Brad Pak,124 South Avenue
in Garwood to raise funds to offset
the cost of the trip and for donations
to local charities. To learn more about
the Union Mudturtles Rugby Club
and current schedules, please visit
www.mudturtlerfc.com.

SOUTH ORANGE – Five influen-
tial individuals who made a signifi-
cant impact on Pirates Athletics have
received the call to be inducted into
the Seton Hall Athletics Hall of Fame,
including former Scotch Plains-
Fanwood standout wrestler Lou
Cerchio ’96 (wrestling), Samuel
Dalembert (men’s basketball),
Kristen Downing ’97 (women’s ten-
nis), Greg Jemison ’76 (baseball) and
Dr. John Petillo ’69, Seton Hall’s
University Chancellor from 1984-89.

The five will be inducted and cel-
ebrated as part of the Seton Hall
Athletics Hall of Fame Golf Outing
and Dinner to take place on Monday,
June 22, at the Fairmont Country
Club in Chatham.

The event will begin with registra-
tion and lunch at 11 a.m., followed by
a shotgun start at 12:30 p.m., the
cocktail hour at 6 p.m. and the induc-

tion ceremony and dinner at 7 p.m.
The entry fee is $600 per person
($300 tax deductible) for golf and
dinner, $250 per person ($125 tax
deductible) for cocktails and dinner
only.

Cerchio, presently a Westfield fire-
man, was a member of the Pirates
wrestling team from 1990-95 and
had a prolific record at 103-25-1 and
was a three-time NCAA qualifier
helping lead Seton Hall to national
relevance. In his senior year, he was
an All-American at 167 pounds after
finishing seventh at the NCAA Cham-
pionship, winning the Big Northeast
Wrestling Conference championship
and compiling a 41-7 record. He had
a 25-match winning streak on his
way to the All-America status. His
dominance on the mat led to the
program’s No. 18 final national rank-
ing in 1995.

Brawlhouse to Host Mat Clinic,
NCAA Champ OSU Coach Ryan

MOUNTAINSIDE — BrawlHouse
Wrestling Club will host a weekend
of wrestling/grappling instructional
clinics on May 16 and May 17, fea-
turing four-time world Brazilian Jiu-
Jitsu champion and former mixed
martial arts (MMA) champion and
BrawlHouse’s Sr. Director of Brazil-
ian Jiu Jitsu Vitor “Shaolin” Ribeiro
and 2015 NCAA wrestling coach of
the year, Ohio State University head
wrestling coach Tom Ryan, who led
the Buckeyes to the 2015 NCAA
National Championship and the 2015
Big Ten Championship.

Sr. Director of BrawlHouse Wres-
tling Club and its head coach Donnie
DeFilippis will be leading the May
16 clinic, “The Art of the Scramble”
with Vitor “Shaolin” and will be there
with his wrestlers for Coach Ryan’s
clinic on May 17.

“Champions Weekend”, as
BrawlHouse has titled it, will take
place with a two hour clinic on Satur-
day and a five hour clinic on Sunday.
Athletes can choose to attend one or
both.

Anyone interested in gaining more
information or to register for one or
both of the upcoming clinics can call
BrawlHouse at (908) 317-2727 or
visit BrawlHouse’s website at
w w w . b r a w l h o u s e . c o m /
champions_w-e_registration.

BH Sports Training/BrawlHouse
clients study wrestling, Brazilian jiu-
jitsu (BJJ), CrossFit®, mixed martial
arts (MMA), boxing, yoga, sport spe-
cific functional training, muay thai /
kickboxing and taekwondo within a
9,500 square foot state-of-the-art
training facility. BrawlHouse athletes
range in age from kindergarten to
senior citizen. BrawlHouse works
with their athletes to harness their
athletic achievement as fuel to live
their life with power, purpose, confi-
dence and focus.

SPF Youth Lax Gets
Equipment Awarded
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood La-

crosse, which has served boys and
girls from Scotch Plains and Fanwood
in grades K-8 since 2007, is a recipi-
ent of free lacrosse equipment that is
being donated by the New Jersey
Superior Officers Association.

Every year the New Jersey Supe-
rior Officers Association awards sev-
eral $1,000 college scholarships and
donations to local community non-
profit organizations.

“It is with great pride that we con-
tinue this very worthwhile charitable
venture that serves to enhance our
members’ benefit, as well as support
the educational endeavors of their
children and family members,” said
Edward Sullivan, the president of the
NJSOA.

Pioneers Burn Cougars
In Boys Lacrosse, 12-9
The Cranford High School boys

lacrosse team’s 7-0, unbeaten streak
ended at the sticks of the New Provi-
dence Pioneers, 12-9, in New Provi-
dence on April 10. Jack Harvey led
the Pioneers with three goals, two
assists and six ground balls. John
Shahpazian netted three goals and an
assist, while John Slater hit two goals
and had three assists, and Quinn
Killeen notched a pair of goals and a
pair of assists.

Mark Christiano led the Cougars
with six goals and an assist, Luke
Christiano had a goal and two assists
and Nick Colucci netted a goal and an
assist. Connor Fitch scored a goal.
Cranford 2 2 3 2 9
New Providence 2 6 1 3 12

Columbia Cougars Nip
Softball Raiders, 7-6
The visiting Columbia Cougars

softball team scored two runs in the
top of the eighth inning an yielded
just one in the bottom of the inning to
nip the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders, 7-6, on April 11.

Kyra Lockhart (2 RBI) launched a
home run, doubled and scored once
for the Raiders. Erica Waltzak had two
hits, two walks, scored twice and added
an RBI. Phoebe Labat and Catherine
John had three hits for the Cougars.
Columbia 220 010 02 7
Sc Pl=Fanwood 001 002 21 6

Lady Highlanders Rap
Lady Cougars, 11-2

The Governor Livingston Highland-
ers unloaded with seven runs in the top
of the third inning and cruised onward
to an 11-2 victory over the Cranford
Cougars softball team at Adams Field
in Cranford on April 9. Morgan Ferretti
doubled, singled and stole a base. Jen
Shore had a double, an RBI and scored
once. Julia Palozzola singled and
scored once and Bonnie Caldwell went
1-for-1 for the Cougars.

Jaime Belfer rapped a pair of
singles, doubled, scored once and
had three RBI for the Highlanders.
Steph Bade doubled, singled, scored
three times and had an RBI. Katie
Debbie singled twice, scored once
and added an RBI. Alex Foley had a
single, a run scored and two RBI,
while Jackie Goldbeck doubled and
scored once. Alona Namit had two
hits, two RBI and a run scored. On the
mound, Namit recorded eight
strikeouts and walked none.
Gov. Livingston 007 020 2 11
Cranford 000 000 2 2

No. Highlands Handle
Lady Cougar Laxers
The No. 17 ranked Northern High-

lands High School girls lacrosse team
defeated the Cranford Lady Cou-
gars, 18-5, at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 13. Julia Corriston
fired in six goals and added four
assists, while Haley Sobel netted
five goals and Julia Bradbury added
three goals and three assists for the
Highlanders.

Kristen Leu led the Cougars with a
pair of goals and an assist, while
Megan Power scored two goals.
Hannah Ross scored one goal, while
Sarah Ross and Maggie Roman each
had an assist.
N. Highlands 11 7 18
Cranford   4 1 5

High School Sport Shorts:
Raiders Knock Bears

In Softball, 11-8
Kyra Lockhart went 5-for-5 with

four RBI and two runs scored to lead
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team to an 11-8 vic-
tory over the Brearley Bears in
Kenilworth on April 13. Danielle
Scheu was also hot at the plate, going
3-for-4 with two RBI, three runs
scored and three stolen bases.

Julia DiGiacomo doubled and
scored twice for the Raiders, while
Angie DiGiacomo singled and scored
three times. Morgan Ellinger led the
Bears with a pair of doubles, two runs
scored and an RBI. Erin O’Boyle had
three RBI and Leanne Bastos rapped
two singles and scored once.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 220 220 3 11
Brearley 003 010 4 8

Raider Nine Hold Off
Eliz. Minutemen, 4-1
Senior lefthander Chris Gibbons

went the distance to lead the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball to its fifth straight win with a 4-
1 victory over Elizabeth in Scotch
Plains on April 13. Gibbons also had
an RBI and a single.

Matt Marino blasted a solo homer
and added an RBI double. Christian
Isolda went 2-for-3, Zach Lipshitz
singled and scored once, Tyler
O’Brien rapped an RBI double and
Peter Yarum singled and scored once
for the 6-1 Raiders. The 3-2-1
Minutemen’s only run came in the
third on Sean Downey’s groundout
that brought Juan Carlos Ball across
the plate.
Elizabeth 001 000 0 1
Sc Pl-Fanwood 012 001 x 4
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