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Raiders Secure 8-3 Win over Cranford Cougars
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Lady Blue Devils Blast Glen Ridge Laxers, 20-10
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil Head Coach Sam Warner ex-
plained.

Throughout the game, Liddy put
herself in good position to score or
offer assists.

“When it was tied, we realized that
we had to pick up our game. You pick
up the intensity and energy, and it all
falls together. You know you need
those goals and my team was there to
help me,” Liddy said.

Coach Warner also made some ad-
ditional shifts in the midfield. Those
adjustments took Ridger Julian
Lisovic, who scored all four of her
goals in the first half, out of her game
and forced her to work on her weak
side. Galen Leu scored three goals
and had two assists, and Colleen
Grady scored once and had an assist,
while Tess Howland and Madeline
Schmitt each had one goal.

“Julia was pulling it to one of their
stronger players, which made it a
little tougher for us. Making that
switch turned the momentum in our
favor. I also pulled one of my
midfielders [Parker Yarusi] into the
defense to have a little bit more speed
on the high pressure. Her one-on-one
defense and her footwork is fast. Tess
[Howland] was beating us on that
inside roll and that’s where Parker is
very good and we were able to break
that up at the end of the first half.”

Blue Devil Hallie Rosenburgh also
got into the scoring act with three
goals. Sophie Bass and Lauren
D’Amico each netted a pair of goals
and Maria Nemeth scored the first
goal of the game. Gwyn Devin and
Shelby Taylor had two assists each.
Senior goalkeeper Mallory Weisse
finished with 13 saves.

Liddy, who scored all four of her
goals in the first half, exercised two
different ways to score. First, she
used her basketball skills, similar to
driving to the basket, and rammed
two shots past keeper Nicki Eckert
and into the net.

“I see the lane and just take it. What
happens, happens,” She said.

Her next pair of goals were of the
wraparound variety.

“My crease rolls, I come around,
do a little fake and put it in,” Liddy
said.

“When goalies react, they react fast.
Hannah will flick it over their head.
It’s her finesse,” Weisse added.

A large number of goals scored by
both teams came as a result of free
position shots. Weisse, with the assis-
tance of the Blue Devil defense, how-
ever, was more effective in making
the saves or warding off shots.

“Basically it comes down to place-
ment. Placement for their shots and
placement for our defenders,” Weisse
said. “At times in the first half, we ran
a defense where one side would be
loaded and the other side would be
open. So the shooter would have the
lane. It’s not necessarily the best thing
but they did a good thing of placing
them low. I made some saves. They
made some shots. It came down to
mentally preparing ourselves.”

“She did do a nice job. Free posi-
tions are tough because you need
your defense to collapse just right so

they are not getting an additional
foul. Also so they are not blocking
her vision. Mallory is one of the best
goalies on free position shots. If they
really didn’t have them [good shots],
they didn’t take them because they
knew it could very well be a loss of
possession,” Coach Warner explained.
“When you have a goalie like Mallory
in the key, it’s never a sure thing.”

After the adjustment in the first
half, the Blue Devils reeled off four
straight goals to make the score, 8-
4. After Lisovic scored her third
goal, D’Amico and Paoletti scored.
Grady scored on a free position
then Bass and Gretsky notched
goals, followed by Rosenburgh with
a pair of goals. Lisovic scored her
final goal with :02 left in the half to
make the score 14-7.

Paoletti scored immediately in the
second half. Later, the Blue Devils
reeled off another four straight goals
(Bass, Paoletti, Gretsky, D’Amico)
to extend the lead to19-8. Rosenburgh
scored the game’s final goal.

The victory over Glen Ridge
showed that the Blue Devils recov-
ered well after their devastating sea-
son opening loss to No. 3 Oak Knoll.

“I said to our girls after that game
we were a little shell shocked,” Coach
Warner said. “But at the beginning of
the season, nobody looks back and
says that team is so good, it’s where
you end the season and every game
we are getting better.”
Glen Ridge   7   3 10
Westfield 14   6 20

field single.
After Gibbons’ solo blast in the

fifth inning, the Raiders went back to
work, adding two more runs in the
sixth inning. Eckert was again in the
thick of the offensive outburst. Eckert
led off the inning with a bloop single
into short left-centerfield. After steal-
ing second, Eckert found himself
caught up in a rundown. But Eckert
not only managed to avoid getting
tagged out but he ended up scoring
after a Cranford misplay during the
rundown. Leading 6-3, the Raiders
got another insurance run when Peter
Yarem delivered an RBI single, which
scored Garrett Zito, who had reached

base on a walk.
Meanwhile, Gibbons had locked in

on the mound, shutting out the Cou-
gars’ offense the rest of the way after
the second inning.

“I was a little shaky early on,” said
Gibbons. “But I began to loosen up as
the game went along. This is a big win
for us knowing the kind of program
that Cranford has had over the last
several years.”

Gibbons went 2-for-4 at the plate
with two RBI. Marino, Tyler Geissel
and Alex Eckert also had two hits
each for Scotch Plains-Fanwood.
Albert Gargiulo went 3-for-3 for
Cranford, while Norton finished 2-

for-4 and Liam Duffy went 2-for-3
with an RBI and run scored.

“I think their kid, Gibbons, threw a
great game for them,” said Cranford
Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey. “He
threw three pitches for strikes today
and kept us off balance the entire game.”

For Cranford, sectional champs in
2014 and state champs in 2013, the
loss was their second of the season
against one win and a tie. But
McCaffrey remains calm about his
team’s slow start.

“Every year you don’t want to get
too high or too low when you are just
three or four games into the sched-
ule,” said McCaffrey. “We’ve got work
to do, especially in the field where we
were a little sloppy but we will get
better.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood 013 012 1 8
Cranford 030 000 0 3
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Distinguished Sales Club 2014
NJAR Circle of Excellence Award 2014, 2011, 2006-2003, 2001-1998

Five Star Real Estate Agent – 4 Year Recipient
For Overall Client Satisfaction As Seen In NJ Monthly Magazine

There is an abundance of charm in this pristine 5BR Dutch Colonial nestled on a
beautiful, tree lined street. You'll find details & updates such as a meticulously
finished master bath, spacious rooms, hardwood floors & a tastefully finished
third floor suite. The eat-in kitchen has a butler’s pantry & is open to the family
room addition. It lends views of the magnificent yard,  maintenance free deck &
slate patio. Visit my open house on 4/19 1-4pm.
www.734CrescentParkway.com Offered at $1,100,000

A truly turn-key & spacious center hall colonial with a desirable open floor plan.
Nothing to do here but move in! This homes is pristine & boasts 5 BR's & 3 full baths
including an in-law suite on the first floor level. The kitchen is open to the family
room & updated with granite countertops & a new stone backsplash. It allows access
to the large Timbertech deck & private fenced yard.  Surveillance system included! 
www.2BullmanCourt.com Offered at $699,900

Coming soon by Elshiekh Custom Homes is this exquisite new construction. You'll
find 4 finished levels of quality craftsmanship throughout this handsome home w/
it's Hardi Plank exterior, chunky moldings & neat finishes. Notable features include
6 BR's, 6 1/2 baths, an open front porch, a stately kitchen, 3rd floor suite & a finished
lower level. Fantastic location; a close proximately to  NYC trains, Washington School,
playground(s), park(s) & downtown Westfield's restaurants & shops.
www.613SChestnutSt.com Offered at $1,599,000

Tamatha “Tammie” Costello
Sales Associate, ABR, Relocation Specialist 
Coldwell Banker Westfield East: 209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090 
Office: 908.233.5555 x 206 • Cell: 908.296.6173  
Email: Tammie.Costello@cbmoves.com • Website: www.tammiecostello.com
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRANFORD ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Julia Palozzola, a junior on the
softball team, went 4-for-7 on the week giving her a .571 average (.417 for the
season) and was errorless of defense. Vince Genova, a sophomore on the baseball
team, had two wins as a starting pitcher with wins over Westfield and a three hit
shutout over Union.

Cougar Nine Blank
Union Farmers, 4-0

Pitcher Vince Genova allowed just
three hits, while walking three and
hitting a pair of batters as the Cranford
High School baseball team shut out
Union, 4-0, in Cranford on April 9.
Joe Norton doubled, singled and had
two RBI for the Cougars.

Ryan Bakie singled and scored
twice. Brian Oblachinski singled and
scored once. Garrett Forrestal singled
and added an RBI. Mike Smith and
Mike Gamba both singled. Liam
Duffy singled and scored once. Kevin
McDonough had two hits and Quincy
Bryant had one hit for the Farmers.
Union 000 000 0 0
Cranford 100 030 x 4

Crusader Boys Sting
Raider Laxers, 10-9

The AL Johnson High School boys
lacrosse team outscored the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 7-1, in the
second half to pull out a 10-9 victory
in Clark on April 11. Crusader Kyle
Glassen notched three goals, Matt
Pedicine added a goal, three assists
and scooped 12 ground balls, and
Brett Roessle netted two goals and an
assist. Jack Lomeli had two goals and
Nick Fischetti had seven ground balls
and an assist.

Scott Nizolak fired in five goals
and added an assist for the Raiders,
while Dave Walker had two goals and
five ground balls, and goalkeeper
Chris Duffy made 18 saves. Dylan
Bohm made nine saves for the Cru-
saders.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 3 5 0 1 9
AL Johnson 2 1 3 4 10

Raiders Level Summit
In Baseball, 9-1

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team improved to 4-
1 with a 9-1 victory over the Summit
Hilltoppers in Summit of April 8.
Raider Brendan Kelly tossed a six-
hitter, while walking none and hit-
ting two batters.

Matt Marino, who went 3-for-4,
drilled a two-run double in the six-
run seventh inning as did Alex
Eckert. Marino finished with three
RBI and two runs scored. Tyler
O’Brien rapped a two-run single in
the second inning. Conor Danik,
Christian Isolda and Zach Lipshitz
(run scored) each singled. Kevin
Maxwell was hit by a pitch twice
and scored twice. Peter Yarum had
an RBI and Garrett Zito scored once.
Hunter Miller went 2-for-2 for the
3-2 Hilltoppers.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 021 000 6 11
Summit 000 010 0 1

Blue Devil Boys Hush
Chatham Laxers, 14-7
Senior midfielder Pat Aslanian fired

in five goals and added a pair of
assists and James Brucia netted three
goals to lead the Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team to a 14-7
victory over Chatham in Chatham on
April 8. Goalkeeper Toby Burgdorf
made six saves for the Blue Devils.

James Bohlinger scored twice and
added two assists. Luke Prybylski,
Kyle Rittendale and Jake Warnow
each had a goal and an assist. Owen
Prybylski had a goal and seven
ground balls. Brandon Leuthold had
an assist, Jack Cash scooped five
ground balls and Owen Colwell
scooped three. Tom Berger had two
goals and an assist for the Cougars,
while Matt Coleman scored twice
and Evan Bernard had a goal and
three assists.
Westfield 3 4 3 4 14
Chatham 2 3 1 1 7

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXPRESSING HER INTENSITY...Blue Devil Gwyn Devin, No. 17, displays a level of intensity as she chases Ridger Colleen
Grady, No. 12, downfield. The No. 14 Blue Devils defeated No. 15 Glen Ridge, 20-10, at Kehler Stadium on April 10.


