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GIBBONS FANS 9, HOMERS; GARGIULO GETS 3 HITS

Baseball Raiders Secure 8-3
Win Over Cranford Cougars

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chris Gibbons led the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School base-
ball team to an impressive win 8-3
win over Cranford at Memorial Field
in Cranford on April 7. The senior
lefty tossed a complete game, allow-
ing three runs on 10 hits, while strik-
ing out nine batters. Gibbons helped
his own cause at the plate by driving
in two runs, including a solo homer
over the right field fence in the top
half of the fifth inning to give the
Raiders a 5-3 lead.

“I had two strikes on me so I ex-
pected a fast ball,” said Gibbons of
his home run. “He got the ball up a
little and I was able to get a hold of it.”

Gibbons drove the ball on a line
drive that got out of the park in a

hurry. Cranford starter Pat Knight
struggled throughout the game, last-
ing just four and 2/3 innings, while
allowing five runs and scattering eight
hits. Knight, also a lefty, managed to
strike out seven batters during his
turn on the hill.

The Raiders got out to a 1-0 lead in
the top of the second inning when
Alex Eckert delivered a two out single
into leftfield that plated Matt Marino,
who had reached on a two out walk.

But the Cougars roared right back,
scoring three runs in the bottom half
of the inning. Liam Duffy executed a
perfect squeeze bunt that scored Mike
Smith with the Cougars’ first run.
Smith had reached on an error to start
the inning then advanced to second
on a sacrifice bunt and moved to third
on a pitch in the dirt.

Joe Norton doubled down the right
field line to drive in the go ahead run
for Cranford. Norton would later steal
third and then score Cranford’s third
run on a throwing error by Raider
shortstop Zach Lipshitz.

The Raiders answered with three
runs of their own in the third. Lipshitz
atoned for his error by doubling down
the leftfield line to start the rally.
Christian Isolda followed with an RBI
double smacked down the line in al-
most the same spot. Lipshitz scored
to cut the Cranford lead to 3-2. Isolda
would later score from third on a wild
pitch to knot the score. Then Marino
reached on an error that somehow
made its way under the glove of third
baseman Norton, scoring Gibbons,
who had gotten on base with an in-

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG OUTING ON THE MOUND...Raider senior Chris Gibbons recorded nine strikeouts on his way to an 8-3,
complete game victory over the Cougars at Memorial Field on April 7. Gibbons also whacked a solo home run.
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WESTFIELD. 4 Bedroom 2.1 Bath Stone front Colonial. Inviting
front porch. Open floor plan with great attention to detail. Highlights
include hardwood floors, high ceilings, moldings and decorative
wood trim, spacious gourmet EIK, FR with gas fireplace with wood mantle and
cultured marble surround, large master bedroom suite with 2 walk-in closets, dressing
area, and fabulous master bath, 2nd floor laundry, fenced-in yd with paver patio, huge
basement, 2 car attached garage. $924,900.
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COLONIAL
SCOTCH PLAINS. New Colonial with 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
featuring every modern amenity combined with charming
architectural details... from an impressive gourmet kitchen to an
opulent master bedroom suite with luxurious master bath, hardwood floor, elegant
gas fireplace, high efficiency individually controlled heating and cooling systems and
finished basement. All in a private tranquil setting convenient to top-rated schools,
center of town cultural activities and NYC trans. $799,900.

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. A custom Split Level Mother/Daughter style
home features a FLR with WBF and a FDR with chandelier. The
gourmet EIK boasts wood cabinetry, granite countertops, SS appliances
and designer tile. The 2nd floor is complete with MBR with master
bath, 2 large additional BRs, an updated main bath and attic access. The ground level
has a FR with powder room, garage access and an oversized slider leading to private
backyard with a custom deck, gazebo, and paver patio. $659,000.

CUSTOM SPLIT
CRANFORD. Beautiful 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath
Colonial, located on a quiet tree lined street on the
Northside close to downtown shopping, NYC

transportation and schools. Living Room with a wood-burning fireplace surrounded by
built-in bookcases, large Formal Dining Room, Den/Office, spacious Family Room, updated
Eat-In Kitchen and a first floor Powder Room. Master Bedroom with Master Bath and large
walk-in closet. Level Backyard with a paver patio and a Sunsetter awning. $599,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. Spacious home with great flow and large rooms.
Updated kitchen with newer cabinets, professional grade SS gas
range and granite tops. All bathrooms tastefully upgraded. First floor
features EIK, FDR with slider to back patio, sun filled LR, FR w/ WBF, powder room
and 2 BR with a full bath. Second floor has 2 BR, full bath and unfinished attic storage
which is easily expandable. Large rec room in basement, laundry room, plenty of
storage and an oversized 2 car garage. $999,900.
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Blue Devil Girls Shut Down
By A.L. Johnson Softball Ace

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gianna Randazza was just too much
for the Westfield High School soft-
ball batters to handle. The sopho-
more right-hander struck out 16 bat-
ters and allowed just one hit as the
Johnson Crusaders defeated
Westfield, 10-0, on April 9 in Clark.
Only a fourth inning slow roller, in-
field single by Shelby Estevez would
come between Randazza and perfec-
tion on this day.

“I used a variety of pitches today,”

said Randazza. “I relied on my rise
ball as the strikeout pitch most of the
time. I just tried to keep their hitters
off balance throughout the game and
I’m happy with the way things turned
out for us. We definitely have big
goals this season, so any time you are
able to take down an opponent like
Westfield you feel good about what
you are doing.”

Westfield was in trouble right out
of the gates. The Johnson offense
reached Blue Devil starter Elena
Elliott for six runs in the bottom of
the first inning. Elliott did not have
her best stuff on this day, allowing
eight earned runs on seven hits and
striking out just one batter in four
innings of work. Shannon Devitt did
not fare much better in relief giving
up two runs on five hits in one and
two thirds innings.

Meanwhile, Randazza made short
work of the Westfield betters while
racking up strikeout after strikeout.

“It means a lot to us to get a win
against Westfield,” said Randazza.
“We know that they have been a cham-
pion in the county in recent seasons.
Every year is different but you know
they are always around as a con-
tender.”

The power of Randazza’s perfor-
mance was not lost on the Blue Devils
either.

“What can you say?” said Westfield
Head Coach Caitlin MacDonald. “She
is the real deal. She throws strikes,
has great command and moves the
ball around well, all things you want
from a great pitcher. I think Johnson
was the better team today and you
have to acknowledge that and just
realize that when you are coming in
with a young lineup and facing a
pitcher like this then sometimes you
are going to get a result like today.”

Shannon Brogan, who had three
hits, including a double and two RBI,
powered the Johnson offense.
Stephanie Donah, Stephanie Visconti
and Randazza each drove in two runs
to pace a balanced offensive attack.

The win helped propel Johnson to
a 3-0 mark and solidified their status
as a favorite in Union County.

“This is a nice way to get out,” said
Johnson Head Coach Mike Mancino.
“We had a difficult preseason where
we played four teams ranked in the
top twenty in the state and we had
very little success but I’ve watched
this team grow together over the last
two or three seasons. We’ve got a nice
core group here that does not get
rattled and they are ready to succeed.
Of course, it is a big help to have a
polished pitcher going out there for
us now. Westfield has a great history
of success and they have a very good
program. We just want to take each
game as it comes and let things settle
in from there.”

For Westfield (2-2), moving for-
ward, a short memory will be impor-
tant, as there was little positive to take
with them out of this game.

“Like I said, sometimes you run up
against a pitcher who is in a zone,”
said MacDonald. “That was the case
today and there isn’t much you can
do about that. But from our perspec-
tive, we’ve got to play better as a
team. We made multiple errors and
any team that hopes to be successful
cannot have that as part of their per-
formance.”
Westfield 000 000 0
Johnson 601 111 10 CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Minutemen Outlast
Blue Devil Nine, 7-4

The Elizabeth High School base-
ball team plated two insurance runs
in the top of the sixth inning to secure
a 7-4 victory over the Westfield Blue
Devils on April 11 in Westfield. Juan
Carlos Ball whacked a home run and
had two RBI for the Minutemen, while
Eddie Torres (2 RBI), Sean Downey
(RBI) and Felix Galarza each doubled
and singled.

Matt Catanzaro homered, singled
and scored twice for the Blue Devils.
Mike Friel had two hits and an RBI.
Colin Dursee and Mike Tivenan each
had a hit.
Elizabeth 032 002 0 7
Westfield 111 100 0 4

Highlander Nine Tops
Blue Devil Boys, 4-1

Strong pitching by both teams
yielded a low scoring outcome, but a
three-hit, 10 strikeout performance
on the part of Ethan Frohman put the
hosting Governor Livingston High
School baseball team on top with a 4-
1 victory over Westfield on April 9.
Highlander John Tedesco homered
and scored twice, Mike Falk scored
twice and added an RBI and Ian Lynch
scored once.

Ben Herbster pitched for the Blue
Devils and struck out eight, while
allowing four hits, walking three and
hitting two batters. Matt Barmakian
singled twice, Devin Anderson had
an RBI double and was hit by a pitch,
Dan DoCampo singled and Colin
Dursee scored the lone run.
Westfield 000 010 0 1
Gov. Livingston 000 202 x 4

Baseball Raiders Rap
Iselin-Kennedy, 9-2

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team got an early
jump on Iselin-Kennedy and stayed
on top en route to a 9-2 victory in
Scotch Plains on April 9. Raider Jack
DeFouw pitched six innings and scat-
tered five hits, while walking one and
striking out three.

Zach Lipshitz singled twice and
scored twice, Chris Gibbons doubled,
scored once and had an RBI, and
Peter Yarum singled, scored twice
and added an RBI. Alex Eckert had a
single and an RBI. Matt Marino had
an RBI and scored once and Conor
Danik singled and scored once.
Iselin-Kennedy 001 001 0 2
Sc Pl-Fanwood 204 102 x 9


