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LIDDY, GRETSKY, PAOLETTI NOTCH 4 GOALS APIECE

No. 14 Lady Blue Devils Blast
No. 15 Glen Ridge Laxers, 20-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A shift change at midfield seemed
to make all the difference as the No.
14 Westfield High School girls la-
crosse team emerged from a 4-4 tie
midway through the first half to sky-
rocket to a 20-10 triumph over No. 15
Glen Ridge in Westfield on April 10.
Attacker Sam Paoletti (assist) and
midfielders Hannah Liddy and Julia

Gretsky inflicted the most damage on
the Lady Ridgers with four goals
apiece.

The 5-3 Blue Devils initially had
Julia Frontero taking the draw con-
trols but shifted to Liddy, who also
had three assists. From that point, the
direction of the ball after the draws
put the Blue Devil midfielders in bet-
ter positions to scoop it.

“Sometimes you have to make ad-

justments based on where a team is
beating you. We have Julia Frontero
taking the draws for us. She is very
good, but where she pulls the ball to,
we were getting beat out and Hannah
is good at breaking up that draw and
getting more 50-50s. It worked better
for us to have her on that draw, be-
cause it was more 50-50 and we were
able to beat them in a foot race,” Blue
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REICH, RUPAREL & BARTOK SWEEP AT 1-2-3 SINGLES

Blue Devil Net Boys Sweep
Delbarton in Tennis Showdown

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is still very early in the tennis
season to make bold proclamations
but the Westfield boys team certainly
staked its claim as one of the top
teams around with a convincing 5-0
victory over Delbarton on April 8 at
Memorial Park in Westfield. The Blue
Devils dominated in every match
against a strong Delbarton Green
Wave opponent.

Sophomore first singles player
Noah Reich won his match, 6-3, 6-3,
against Parker Pridgen. Reich had
little trouble in fending off the bigger
opponent early by using a variety of
topspin returns and change of pace

shots to counter Pridgen’s power.
However, by the time the second set
began it was Reich who was playing
with power and controlling the match
with strong passing shots.

“In the beginning he was playing
very aggressive tennis,” said Reich of
his opponent. “He was pushing me
around a bit. I tried to keep him off-
balance by changing speeds on my
shots. Once I got things going though
I was able to counter with my own
power game.”

Damien Ruparel was equally im-
pressive in his match at second singles.
Ruparel, a freshman, overcame a case
of the jitters and completely domi-
nated Delbarton’s Robert Steer on his
way to a 6-2, 6-0 victory.

“I tried to stay mentally calm,” said
Ruparel. “But I knew this was a big

match between two strong programs
coming in. I did not want to rush
shots. I wanted to move him around
the court, which I think I did pretty
well. My forehand was a big weapon
today. It got me some winners and
helped me maintain control of the
match.”

Owen Bartok racked up another
strong win at third singles where he
easily dispatched of Cameron
Ketchum, 6-0, 6-0..

Benjamin Cymbala and Jack Siegel
earned a 6-2, 6-0 victory at first
doubles over Kevin Furtado and Eric
Hsieh.

“I think we hit some good serves
and good returns today,” said
Cymbala, a senior. “Our net game
was on point too.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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MARK CHRISTIANO SINKS 6, ASSIST; HURLEY 4, ASSIST

Cranford Rips Columbia, 14-2
In Battle of Cougar Laxmen

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior midfielder Mark Christiano
found the mark six times and added
an assist to lead the Cranford High
School Cougars boys lacrosse team
to a 14-2 humbling of the Columbia
Cougars at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 8. The impressive
triumph after a shaky 13-9 win over
Lakeland on April 6, elevated the
Cranford Cougars’ record to 7-0.

“Last year we started 2-7. Didn’t
get off to a good start. Our group of
seniors this year is really playing well.
We are playing really good defense.
Only gave up two goals today and in
the Lakeland game, we gave up seven

in a couple of minutes, but our de-
fense is playing tight right now,” said
Mark Christiano, who believes his
total goals for the season rose to 16.
“We gave up nine goals. We were
leading 13-2 going into the fourth
quarter and let up.”

Mark Christiano was mixing up his
attacking style well, hitting from all
sides with his variety of goals, which
also included a neat wraparound
strike.

“I am always trying to go at the
defender, change it up. I go right the
first time, go left the second time,
because he’s going to be guessing
that way. Then you go behind the net,
fake him one way, go the other way.

Beat him there for a good spot,”
Christiano explained.

Another very valuable asset was
his twin brother Luke’s ability to win
all but two of the face-offs.

“Every time we win a face-off, we
seem to have a fast break or we have
the ball, so we can work from there.
He’s winning every face-off and pos-
session matters a lot in lacrosse,” Mark
said of Luke.

“He’s been on fire lately. He’s do-
ing an unbelievable job for us,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Al Reinoso said of
Mark Christiano. “Luke as well! Luke
is dominating face-offs. They have a
decent face-off guy. Their coach was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

IN THE DRIVER’S SEAT AT FIRST SINGLES...Blue Devil sophomore Noah Reich won his first singles match, 6-3, 6-3,
against Delbarton’s Parker Pridgen. The Blue Devils swept every flight to defeat the Delbarton Green Wave, 5-0, at
Memorial Park in Westfield on April 8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BRINGING IT DOWNFIELD...Blue Devil Claire Cassie, No. 21, sprints downfield in the girls lacrosse game against Glen
Ridge. The No. 14 Blue Devils defeated No. 15 Glen Ridge, 20-10, at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 10.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PREPARING TO MAKE A SHIFTY MOVE...Cougar Mark Christiano, No. 21, prepares to pull a shifty move on a
Columbia Cougar defender. Christiano notched six goals and had an assist in the 14-2 win at Memorial Field on April 8.

Westfield/Allentown Lacrosse
SPF/Dayton Softball – page 17


