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TRUE ROLE MODEL...The Reverend Joy Mounts, right, associate minister of
the First Congregational Church of Westfield, accepts the 2015 Union County
Women of Excellence Award for Youth Advocacy from Sally Samuel, a member
of the Union County Commission on the Status of Women, at the awards dinner.

Rev. Joy Mounts Receives
Award For Youth Advocacy

WESTFIELD — The Reverend
Joy Mounts, associate minister of
the First Congregational Church
(FCC) of Westfield, recently was
awarded the 2015 Union County
Women of Excellence Award for
Youth Advocacy by the Union
County Commission on the Status
of Women, the first clergy member
to be so honored. She was recog-
nized for her work with the church’s
youth on behalf of underprivileged
families in the local community and
beyond. Reverend Mounts was
nominated for the award by Ani Hsu
Obrock, a student at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School and member
of the church’s youth group.

Reverend Mounts joined FCC in
2005 as its director of Youth and
Family Ministry, with primary re-
sponsibility for family programs in-
cluding the weekly children’s ser-
mon and the youth group for middle-
and senior-high students. She was
called to be the church’s associate
minister after her ordination in 2007.

Her passion for community out-
reach has led to regular service
projects with the Elizabeth Coalition
to House the Homeless and Bridges,
including assembling and delivering
more than 300 brown-bag lunches
several times throughout the year to

homeless families in Newark and New
York City. She also was instrumental
in organizing the 30-Hour Famine
with other area churches, helping to
raise nearly $200,000 over the past
eight years to support World Vision,
an international aid group.

In 2008, Reverend Mounts
launched the church’s first summer
mission trip, an annual service project.
Planned with the full participation of
the church’s youth, the trips bring
together over 40 middle- and senior-
high students, clergy and chaperones
to help underserved populations in
urban and rural communities through-
out the United States.

“Our sons have worked side-by-
side with Joy feeding homeless on
the streets of Newark, rebuilding
homes in New Orleans, teaching kids
in the slums of Cincinnati, helping to
run a summer camp program for
Native American kids in Wyoming,
and working in our own Westfield
Food Pantry,” wrote Cynthia Evans,
an FCC parent. “Joy is an amazing
role model not only for the young
people she works with, but for all
who encounter her.”

Reverend Mounts earned her Mas-
ter of Divinity Degree from Drew
Theological School. Prior to her call-
ing as a minister, she was a corpo-
rate meeting and event planner for
Union Carbide Corporation. More
than 50 friends, family members and
parishioners of FCC were in atten-
dance to see her receive her award at
the March 20 dinner hosted by the
Union County Freeholders to honor
this year’s recipients.

First Congregational Church of
Westfield, a member of the United
Church of Christ, is located at 125
Elmer Street. For further informa-
tion about the church’s youth pro-
grams, call (908) 233-2494 or visit
fccofwestfield.org.

Mindowaskin Park Cleanup
To Take Place on April 25

WESTFIELD — In partnership
with the Town Council and the Green
Team, and in celebration of Earth
Week, The Friends of Mindowaskin
Park has scheduled a spring cleanup
and planting for Mindowaskin Park.
It will take place on Saturday, April
25, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The rain
date is Sunday, April 26.

Volunteers and organizations are
encouraged to participate and to
bring gloves, wheelbarrows, rakes
and tools to clean and mulch gar-
dens, help pick up branches and
trash and to help Mindowaskin Park
look its best.

According to the Friends, the
event can serve as a “Done in a
Day” project for organizations,
businesses, schools or families and
as a way to earn service hours for
schools, Scouts or houses of wor-
ship.

Volunteers are asked to meet at
The Bandstand, located in the cen-
ter of the park, to sign in and get an
assignment. Coffee, juice, water and
bagels will be available in the morn-
ing for volunteers. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-0028 or e-
mail info@mindowaskinpark.org.

The Friends of Mindowaskin is a
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization
founded in the early 1990s to revi-
talize and preserve the park. The
mission of The Friends of
Mindowaskin Park is to ensure the
long-term enjoyment of this public
park by the Westfield community.

Currently underway is a fund-
raising campaign for the “Memory
Walk” at the Bandstand. Granite
pavers with personalized inscrip-
tions are available for purchase from
The Friends.

For further information, visit The
Friends of Mindowaskin Park on
Facebook or on the group’s website,
mindowaskinpark.org, or call (908)
233-0028.

Elected board members include
Deborah Burslem, Robert Burslem,
Jane Curtis, Fontaine Gatti, Eliza-
beth List, Bruce Long, B. Carol
Molnar, Paul Nazzaro, the Reverend
Raymond Roberts, Gail Smith, Craig
Stock and Barbara Vincentsen.

Quilt Show Happening
Saturday at FUMC

WESTFIELD — The United Meth-
odist Women will sponsor a Quilt
Show this Saturday, April 18, at the
First United Methodist Church, lo-
cated at One East Broad Street,
Westfield.

There will be a combined exhibit
of quilts from Westfield and the sur-
rounding communities. The quilts
date from the 1800s to the present
day. At least 100 quilts have been
reserved for this event. Show hours
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

This event also will feature a Tea
Room, which will operate from noon
to 3 p.m. There will be continuous
seating in the Tea Room during the
Quilt Show from noon to 2 p.m. Fancy
finger sandwiches, homemade scones
and desserts will be served, along
with teas.

Quilt Show tickets are $6 per per-
son; Tea Room tickets are $12 per
person. Tickets may be purchased in
the church office and also will be
available at the door. For more infor-
mation or tickets, call (908) 233-4211.

ACHIEVING SUCCESS...More than 135 participants and supporters gathered
at L’Affaire Fine Catering in Mountainside March 6 for the Westfield Area Y’s
17th Annual Achievers Fundraising and Recognition Banquet. The Connell
Company presented a $25,000 check, an enlarged version of which is displayed
above, for college scholarships for graduating seniors and students already
attending college. This year’s banquet featured “Words of Wisdom: Travel as a
Supplement to Education,” presented by Professional Triple Threat Artist,
Mansa K. Mussa, and the keynote speaker, WNBA All Star Tamecka Dixon.

Senior Council to Present
‘Who Can You Trust?’

MOUNTAINSIDE — The Senior
Citizens Council of Union County
will hold a special program on
Wednesday, April 29, at L’Affaire
Fine Catering, located at 1099 Route
22 East, Mountainside. The theme of
the event will be trust and how to
protect one’s interests as it relates to
medical and financial concerns and
control issues with children and the
government.

The doors for the program open at
9 a.m. with a free breakfast. Multiple
informational exhibits will be on dis-
play showcasing offerings from
Walgreens, Zounds, ShopRite, So-
cial Security, United Healthcare and
many more companies and govern-
ment agencies. There also will be
free on-site health screenings from
Trinitas Regional Medical Center and
Overlook Medical Center. The panel
discussion will begin at 10:15 a.m.

“Everyone tells us they have our
best interests at heart. But do they
really, especially when money is in-
volved?” asks Ellen Steinberg, chair-
woman of the Senior Council. “From
doctors to family members to finan-
cial consultants to government offi-
cials, how can we be sure we are
really getting what we want and what
we need?”

Speaking on the panel will be Dr.

Kevin Lukenda, the Family Medi-
cine chairman at Trinitas Regional
Medical Center. He will give an over-
view on medical decision-making and
how important a second opinion can
be. Dr. Joan Kakascik, who helped
write the New Jersey guardianship
law, will speak about retaining finan-
cial and caretaking independence and
the issues of legal control among
family members.

On the financial side, Kambiz Saadat
of ConnectOne Bank will present the
basics about managing money for the
long term, while William Logue, who
teaches classes at Union County Col-
lege, will discuss how to avoid inves-
tor fraud. The final topic will be ma-
neuvering the maze of government
programs, presented by Carl Robinson
from Social Security.

The formal program will end at
11:30 a.m., after which there will be
time for questions and answers.  There
is no charge for this event, but inter-
ested persons are asked to respond in
advance.

For more information or to respond,
call the Union County Senior Citi-
zens Council at (908) 964-7555. The
Senior Citizens Council is a not-for-
profit organization devoted to help-
ing seniors live longer and to make
informed decisions.

  

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

PAINTING

MARINO’S PAINTING
“The Neatest Painter Around”

• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Expert preparation & clean-up

• Paper Hanging & Wall Paper Removal
 • Sheetrock & Trimwork - Powerwashing

• Deck Repairs & Staining - Driveway Seal Coating
• We Clean Windows & Gutters • Hepa Vacuum Sanding

Lic. # 13VH01137900

908-688-0481

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call 908-232-4407 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

● Powerwashing, Deck Staining & Repairs 
● Interior/Exterior Painting 

● Small Repairs, Installation of Doors  
   & Windows  Maintenance, LLC 

REMODELING CONTRACTOR     Lic. # 13VH07599200 

BATHROOMS  •  KITCHENS  •  SMALL REPAIRS 

908-789-2324 
908-917-6946 

● Installation and Refinishing of  
   Hardwood Floors 

Fully Insured  
References Available  WWW.js2remodel.com 

Goods & Services You Need

The Chelsea at Fanwood presents

Must call ahead:  908-654-5200

FREE DOCUMENT SHREDDING

THE CHELSEA

AT FANWOOD

295 SOUTH AVENUE

FANWOOD, NJ 07023

Saturday, April 18th

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

www.chelseaseniorliving.com

• Limit 10 boxes per person

• Residential use only

• Shredded items must be 

   100% recyclable

• Certificate of Destruction 

   provided

Protect yourself from identity theft!

Library Slates Talk
On Elder Care Law

SCOTCH PLAINS — Benjamin D.
Eckman, Esq. will discuss elder law
during a program on Wednesday, April
22, at 6:30 p.m., at the Scotch Plains
Public Library. In his talk, Mr. Eckman
will address laws that allow people to
best safeguard their assets from taxes,
probate and nursing home costs.

This event will be free and open to
all. Interested persons are encour-
aged to register in advance online at
scotlib.org, by calling (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 204, or by e-
mailing library@scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue, in the cen-
ter of the township.

Arbor Day Program
On Tap In Fanwood

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Shade Tree Commission will hold its
annual Arbor Day Program on Fri-
day, April 24. This event will take
place at 4 p.m. in Carriage House
Park on Watson Road.

The program will feature the Park
Middle School Environmental Club,
which will conduct a tree identifi-
cation demonstration. There also
will be a free tree giveaway. The
public is invited.

Willow Grove Youth Brunch
To Support Mission Trip

SCOTCH PLAINS — The youth
group of the Willow Grove Presby-
terian Church will host a Brunch
Bash on Sunday, April 26, from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m.  Proceeds will support
this summer’s mission trip to Stony
Point, N.Y. in July. Open seating is
available for any size group. Ad-
vanced registration is not required,
but large groups are encouraged to
reserve their space no later than Fri-
day, April 24, by contacting the
church office at (908) 232-5678. Ad-
mission is $9 per person and $5 for
children age 8 and younger.

The brunch will feature both tra-
ditional breakfast fare and various
lunch items, with hot and cold se-
lections, as well as fresh fruit and
plenty of beverages from which to
choose. This buffet-style event will
be staffed entirely by the youth
group and their adult advisors,
many of whom will participate in
the summer mission trip.

The youth group, named SIX-
TEEN13, is an active partner in
Willow Grove Church’s mission
work. The group’s name is inspired
by the Bible verse from Corinthians
encouraging the youth to be strong
and stand firm. More of the youth
group’s story can be found on the
church website,
willowgrovechurch.org, or on the
church’s Facebook page.

During the summer mission trip
to Stony Point, the youth and their
adult leaders will volunteer at lo-
cal soup kitchens as well as doing
painting and other hands-on mis-
sion work in the area. Church mem-
bership is not required to partici-
pate in the annual mission trip. For
detailed information about the trip

or other mission work at Willow
Grove Church, call the church of-
fice at (908) 232-5678 or e-mail
office@willowgrovechurch.org.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church offers Sunday worship ser-
vice at 10 a.m. All facilities are
handicapped-accessible and there
is ample on-site parking. The
church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains, off of South
Martine Avenue, across from the
south-side soccer field. For more
information, call the church office
at  (908) 232-5678 or visi t
willowgrovechurch.org.

Westfield Hist. Soc. to Hold
Special Exhibit About Hats

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society will present a
special exhibit entitled “The Hat
Matters — From Function to Fri-
volity” on consecutive Sundays,
April 19 and 26, from 2 to 4 p.m. It
will take place at the Reeve His-
tory and Cultural Resource Cen-
ter, located at 314 Mountain Av-
enue, Westfield.

This exhibit will focus mainly
on the early 20th-century hats of
both men and women. A top hat
and the bowler hat featured in the
television series “Downton Abbey,”
as well as women’s hats of that era,
will be on view. A favorite Hallow-
een “witch” hat or a celebratory
New Year’s Eve hat will be part of
the “fun” exhibit. Hats for special
occasions, such as tiaras for a

crown worn by brides at weddings,
baseball hats worn by Westfield’s
own Jeff Torborg, and Olympic
Games hats with a collection of
pins, also will be included. The
Westfield Historical Society’s col-
lection of historic hats worn by
police officers and firefighters,
along with Edgar Reeves’ World
War II air raid helmets, also will be
showcased. Additionally, Marion
Schwartz, the Westfield milliner
of Joy Design, will display and sell
her hats.

A $5 per person goodwill dona-
tion is suggested to help support the
ongoing work of the Westfield His-
torical Society. For more informa-
tion, call the Westfield Historical
Society at (908) 654-1794 or visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Seminar to Address
Heaven and Hell

WESTFIELD — The Echo Lake
Church of Christ will host a mini-
seminar on the topic of Heaven and
Hell. All are invited to attend on Sun-
day, May 3, at 10 a.m. for Bible study
and 11 a.m. for worship. There will
be a fellowship luncheon offered
and then a discussion and question-
and-answer period at 2:30 p.m.

Two more sessions will be held as
Bible study and discussion on Mon-
day, May 4, and Tuesday, May 5, at 7
p.m. A morning session at 11 a.m.
will be held on Monday and Tuesday
for those who are unable to attend in
the evening.

The Echo Lake Church of Christ is
located at 419 Springfield Avenue,
Westfield. For more information, call
Doug at (586) 764-6868 or e-mail
office@echolakechurch.org.


