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Letters to
the Editor

Trying to Get An Overnight Parking
 Permit Is A Frustrating Experience

Councilman Explains Garwood Sport
Complex Baseball Field Dimensions

Mathieu’s Bocce Ball Views Not
Shared by Ex-GW GOP Chairwoman

Please Inform Us On
Coyote Precautions

Dear Westfield Area Health Of-
ficer: Today we read in The Star-
Ledger (nj.com) that a man was bit-
ten during daylight hours in Bergen
County and that the animal, a coyote,
has tested positive for rabies.

Please inform the public about
proper precautions and morbidity
facts to help keep the Westfield area
aware and safe.

Recently, there was a coyote in the
Wychwood area of Westfield and we
contacted the New Jersey Wildlife
Department staff who told us that
they are present and acclimated to
people in our state. The staffer said
that the department was not aware of
any rabies at that time (two weeks
ago). Obviously, this has changed.

With the April 8 report in The Star-
Ledger that enlarges the issue, people
may need your expert advice. Please
publish a notice in the local press. It
would be most welcome.

Thank you for your service to the
community.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

Just returned from an extremely
frustrating municipal court experi-
ence contesting an unfair parking
ticket at the south side train station.
Needed to attend a family reunion in
NYC in early March, and park Friday
and Saturday nights at the train sta-
tion. Started the prior Monday trying
to find out how to get the “overnight
parking by permit only” permit stated
on the posted signs.

Went to the parking bureau. Was
told “you have to be a commuter and
there is a three-to-five-year wait to
get into that lot.” I asked a policeman
who was walking by the parking bu-
reau — he said “ask her, she’ll take
care of you,” indicating the parking
bureau. I was certain there must be a
permit for overnight parking. Was
told to call the police at night. I called
the mayor’s office four times. Not
once could I get a live person. I called
the town clerk. No live person. I left
messages each time explaining my
dilemma. I went on NJ Transit’s
website to see if I could determine
how to park there. Not mentioned.
Still no town response by Friday 3
p.m. which is when we had to take the
train.

Left a note on the dashboard ex-
plaining that I really tried to do the
right thing — for any policeman who
might stop by. Got home Sunday and
had a parking ticket for “overtime

parking.” I really thought that once I
explained that couldn’t get an an-
swer, the ticket would be excused.
But had to meet with the prosecutor
(really?) who went to the parking
bureau staff and came back with a
totally different story than what actu-
ally happened. He was told I parked
in the horseshoe in front of the build-
ing where there are meters — I abso-
lutely did not and if it needs to be
pursued I know that NJ Transit has
cameras on the platform. The pros-
ecutor wasn’t budging. I then stopped
at the town administrator’s office. I
really thought I was right and that
someone would listen to me. He said
that “after 9/11 we need to know
who’s parking in that lot.” OK, so I’ll
be happy to register at the parking
bureau, even pay a fee so that I can
use public transportation to travel
and the town might even make some
money. Why not sell overnight park-
ing permits? It was so frustrating that
I didn’t even go to the judge. Just paid
the unfair ticket and left.

Very sad that there is no accommo-
dation for 32-plus year residents, who
pay taxes for the upkeep of the station
lots and who want to promote public
transportation, to use the town’s park-
ing areas. Council people, any one
listening?

Gwen Watson Kealy
Westfield

As former liaison to the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex
(GSRC), I would like to set the record
straight for the benefit of the public
on the matter of the dimensions of the
GSRC baseball field, as mentioned
in a letter to the editor last week. It is
very important to point out that the
Baseball League did not ask the bor-
ough to expand the dimensions at the
time the project was designed and put
out for bid, nor have they since. As a
council, we bid the project to include
grading of the baseball field, drain-
age, and new sod. This scope never
changed and was understood by all
that this would be the span of the
work.

Secondly, Garwood Majors teamed
up to play baseball with Kenilworth
when the field was under construc-
tion and, at that time, they had the
same dimensions as our current field.
Last year, Kenilworth decided to ex-
pand their dimensions from 46/60
play to 50/70. When this happened,
the Garwood Baseball League board
approached me, as the liaison, to see
what it would cost to expand our
dimensions. Listening to their inquiry,
I asked our contractor, who replied it
could be done for $44,000. Clearly,
we would not grant approval for our
contractor to do this work and incur
additional cost. Now the field is un-
der a one-year warranty and it would

void the warranty to allow the Base-
ball League to change the field di-
mensions during this period.

Although it is unfortunate the Ma-
jor League baseball teams must play
many games away, it is important to
mention that for this current season
there are only two teams in the
Garwood Majors division. Since it
wouldn’t have been much fun to only
play against each other, the reality is
we need to play with other towns in
order to make it a competitive expe-
rience for the children. I understand
that it may be confusing to some
since we have recently opened the
newly enhanced baseball field, but I
assure you it is getting great use with
approximately 150 players, more than
60 games on the baseball field, 20
plus games on the turf field, as well as
countless practices that are sched-
uled to be played this season by all
divisions.

And just this Saturday, April 11,
the Garwood Baseball / Softball
League hosted its opening day. It was
a great event where I was honored to
be a part of the activities where the
children, parents and community
came together in support of the Base-
ball League and the new recreation
complex.

Louis Petruzzelli
Garwood Councilman

The new Garwood GOP chairman,
James Mathieu, who is also a Coun-
cilman, penned a letter-to-the-editor
which many cannot believe was even
printed in The Westfield Leader/
Scotch Plains Fanwood Times. Ap-
pearing in the April 9th issue the
letter, which was labeled as a satire
on the taxes, debt and the new sports
complex in Garwood, focused on the
sport of Bocce and would probably
not be considered amusing by the
International and U.S. Bocce Fed-
erations, the Sons of Italy, UNICO,
Special Olympics and numerous high
schools and colleges nationwide.

Mr. Mathieu may have thought he
was being creative and cute when he
was critical of the Bocce Ball compo-
nent at the new sports and rec. com-
plex. However, he crossed the lines
of good taste when he made light of
the sport and disparaged a certain
ethnic group by suggesting that the
borough could raise millions of dol-
lars in revenue by allowing the sale of
“Cannolis, Espresso and brown wool
sweaters” at the site. He further states
sarcastically that, “In this part of New
Jersey alone, there must be millions,
maybe even dozens, of people
chomping at the bit to improve their
Bocce skills.”

For Mr. Mathieu’s enlightenment
there are those who do take this sport
quite seriously. The World Bocce
Championships for singles competi-
tion will be held in Rome, April 19 to
26. The team representing the U.S.
this year is composed of individuals
from Michigan and California. And
further, from June 21 thru 27, the
U.S. Bocce Nationals will be taking
place in Methuan, Mass. where over
150 Elite Bocce Players from around
the country are expected to compete.
Last year, the championships took
place in St. Louis, Mo., also in 2014
a U.S. Federation group in Ohio or-
ganized and ran a “Bocce Classic”
where 64 teams competed. Entry fees
and various events raised funds for
educational scholarships, charitable
contributions to Cooley’s anemia, the
Alzheimer Association, and many
other worthy organizations.

Next to soccer and golf, bocce is
the third most participated sport in

the world and has its own web page
w w w. s p e c i a l o l y m p i c s . o r g /
bocce.aspx on the Special Olympics
site. It is also part of student life on
the campuses of Pittsburg State Uni-
versity, the Universities of Nevada
and San Francisco and Lafayette
College in Pennsylvania, just to name
a few. There are also many Bocce
organizations here in New Jersey;
they are coed, men’s, women’s and
youth teams. The aforementioned is
just the tip of the iceberg. Bocce and
those who play it here in U.S. are no
laughing matter.

Prior to its construction, the com-
ponents of the complex were deter-
mined by more than one committee
of Garwood residents. They obvi-
ously felt having a Bocce court would
be a nice addition and incorporated it
in the plans along with soccer, field
hockey, and baseball and basketball.

It must be stressed that Jim
Mathieu’s implied attitude regarding
those who enjoy the sport is not shared
by the former active members of the
Garwood GOP who worked for a
number of years to create and grow a
respectable organization that was all
inclusive. Since he is now the party
chairman his letter casts the Republi-
can Party in not only Garwood, but in
all of Union County in a bad light as
there are those who would assume he
speaks for the registered Republi-
cans in general when he belittles one
group’s ethnic heritage. And finally,
as a councilman. it is distressing that
he believes he can insult the very
people he is supposed to be working
for as well as his fellow council per-
sons. His letter makes one wonder
who he will disparage next.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

Where is the Taxpayers Money and Where is
Cost Savings in the Union County Budget?

Letters to the Editor

Attending the April 9, 2015 Union
County freeholder meeting, a special
announcement was made that the
county budget is being introduced next
meeting. This is only the first step to
get it into the public eye and is not the
specific meeting where the public can
specifically comment on the budget.
But actually the public can comment
on the budget in any of the ongoing
public regular meetings, which I and
other residents have done. The pur-
pose of this letter is to 1) reveal their
misleading statements regarding the
status of the county finances, and 2)
point out that they are proven to be
financial knuckleheads. The second
part actually is a given when you look
at the fact the county taxes have more
than doubled since year 2000 and the
debt tripled since year 2000 with no
earth shattering, but just tepid ser-
vices for the residents; but of course
paeans galore to themselves, example
being the $25 million huge catering/
banquet/restaurant/clubhouse built at
Galloping Hill that is bleeding cash
and the ongoing construction of the
$50-million family courthouse with
supposed claims of energy efficiency
(four-story glass walls) and cost con-
tainment (flying buttress roofing and
again those four-story glass walls).

This year the county stated that this
has been the lowest tax increase in
over 10 years. In forensics we find this
the complete opposite; it is actually
the highest tax increase since, well,
ever! The county claims taxes are go-
ing up “only” $6 million and their
numbers do show that from last year to
this. But the real tax increase: $23
million! Yes, there is the $6-million

increase like they said. But they seem
to forget that last year they were cry-
ing they had to sell Runnells Hospital
because the taxpayers were funding it
to the tune of $13 million. So they sold
Runnells and saved the $13 million in
expenses. In addition, based their own
last year’s numbers, the Runnells sale
price of $26 million, which gets eaten
up by all sorts of encumbrances, at
least leaves $4 million profit for the
county taxpayers. So we have the $6-
million tax increase they claim, plus
the plus $13 million Runnells expenses
they saved from last year, plus the plus
$4-million profit. That totals $23 mil-
lion! Where did that money go? It
disappeared.

Looking at department budget line
items, at least $19 million is spread
around like Christmas in April, and
nothing stupendous to show for that
extra money. We should demand they
return it to the taxpayers. I’ll get to the
$4-million profit in item 2.

The freeholders are financial
knuckleheads for allowing the pillage,
plus they designated the larger
knucklehead, Freeholder Hudak, as
the finance chairman for some reason.
Maybe he’s the dupe put in control of
finance oversight since he can’t rec-
ognize the pillage of the taxpayers. I
refer to him as the larger knucklehead
from the discussions at the freeholder
meetings.

In a March meeting, I asked the
freeholders where the $4-million profit
from the Runnells sale is. In this bud-
get they do have $500,000 to offset
taxes. Hudak said that they are not
using the $4 million all at once to
offset taxes, but will spread the money

out across a few years. If that is true,
then the $3.5 million would be sitting
somewhere, and per normal account-
ing would have it sitting in contin-
gency. However, this year’s contin-
gency amount is exactly the same as
last year’s, $20 million. Or maybe
there is a line item called “Runnells
profit.” Nope. That means the $3.5
million disappeared and Hudak was
not being truthful to the public. At the
April freeholder meeting he amazed
the public even more with his total
lack of financial acumen. The county
wants to privatize work at the stable in
Watchung, which sounds commend-
able. Finance Chairman Hudak asked
Parks and Recreation Director Ron
Zuber what will happen to the county
workers, whereas Zuber responded
they will be re-assigned to other de-
partments. Hudak actually was agree-
able to the action. I personally was
floored at this comment. If the cost of
the direct labor force is not changing
and they are now going to hire a pri-
vate company at whatever cost, that
means the budget will be going up, not
down. Next meeting the question
should be asked, “where is this cost
savings, finance chair Hudak?”

We have a baby in control of our
half-billion dollar county budget, and
no one at the county is saying Stop to
the disappearance of $23 million in
tax money. I just hope finance chair
Hudak has his wife balance their fam-
ily checkbook -- he exudes no public
trust.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Lapidarist – An expert in cutting

precious stones
2. Littoral – The region on the shore of

the sea or large lake
3. Plumosity – The quality of being

feathered
4. Guariba – A howling monkey

SELCOUTH
1. Rare; unusual
2. Awkward; clumsy
3. Abundant; plentiful
4. A miser

SYNOCIL
1. An enzyme that assists a bee in

making honey
2. An astringent or repellent
3.  A hermit; loner
4. In zoology, a sense organ in sponges

ZABRA
1. Small sailing vessel
2. A type of Greek alcholic beverage

flavored with the seeds of the anise plant
3. A three-pronged, barbed spear for

taking fish
4. Resilient; flexible

ZIMB
1. A species of South African gazelle
2. Dipterous insect of Ethiopia
3. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
4. Lacking adequate mental power

Unico on Bocce
Sir even in San Antonio, Tex. we have

BOCCE Lanes and we have a “Latin
American” majority, and a minor Italian
population, and they do not complain,
and it is a very good sport. Sir: As all
sports it can get rowdy, and mean. I never
been to Garwood township or the park,
but the cost to make it into a descent
venue there must be room else where for
your child to play, maybe a swing or
slide? Think about this.

Joe Monaco

Unico Bocce
Compendium

I wonder how this GOP chairman
would feel if his son was made fun of for
participating in an Easter Egg hunt or if
one day his son also chooses to follow in
his footsteps in politics or any endeavor.
I don’t think he realizes that his words
now will affect and hurt his son down the
road.

Bocce like the Easter egg hunt is for all
people and any type of sport, concert,
play, food gathering, etc. is simply a
venue to have fun, meet other people
from various walks of life, etc.

It sounds like he is not having too
much fun in his own personal life and
perhaps if he tried playing Bocce he
would love it instead of making fun of it.
Maybe he should also know that by unit-
ing the community the town will save
money in the long run and have less
problems.

I’ve only played Bocce for a few years
and I really enjoy it. I didn’t mind if I lost
or won. We played as a team and had fun
meeting with and enjoying one another’s
company.

Sometimes this brings out the best in
we Italians and Italian-Americans. Thank
you all for your hard work and dedication
in preserving our great Italian heritage.

Richard L. D’Arminio
UNICO National President

—
Jim Mathieu’s ignorant and misguided

comments about the community bocce
court at the Garwood complex unfortu-
nately represents the mindset of many
against Italian-Americans and their tradi-
tions. He rails against the $6,800 expen-
diture out of a $3.2-million recreation
complex budget. This comes out to a
mere 2/100 of one percent of the project.
It will serve not only Italian-Americans,
but anyone of any age who chooses to
enjoy a fresh air activity and learn the
simple rules. The beauty of the game is
that people of all ages, gender, and physi-
cal ability can participate. No other activ-
ity in the complex affords grandparents
and grandchildren the ability to enjoy the
competition of the game together, as well
as enjoy the human interaction so rare in
today’s world of cell phones and social
media.

Mr. Mathieu mocks a game that has
been enjoyed since 5000 B.C. and made
popular around the world by the emigra-
tion of Italians. Instead of knocking the
courts built for everyone, he should bring
his family to enjoy the game and learn
why it has survived for thousands of
years.

August Palumbo

Residents Trying to Fight City
Hall In Scotch Plains, Westfield

They say you can’t beat City Hall. But residents in
Scotch Plains and Westfield are willing to take their
shot. Some 1,325 Scotch Plains residents have gone
on record by signing a petition seeking to have a
referendum placed on the November election ballot
to allow voters to decide the fate of the Scotch Plains
Recreation Commission. The commission was abol-
ished recently by a vote of the township council.

In our view, the commission serves an important
function in the township by promoting and main-
taining recreation programs. Recreation commis-
sions work well in the neighboring communities of
Westfield and Fanwood. The commission commu-
nicates with the recreation director and recreation
department in scheduling for the fields in town and
works directly with the local leagues in town. While
we support having Recreation Director Ray Poerio
report directly to Town Manager Al Mirabella, we do
not understand the logic of eliminating the commis-
sion.

It is clear more of a dialogue between Mayor
Kevin Glover, the council and the commission was
needed. Perhaps the commission chairman could

have been asked to give quarterly reports to the
mayor and council on the status of projects such as
the pavilion at Brookside Park.

In Westfield, residents living near Kehler Stadium
are upset about the board of education’s recent
decision to install temporary lighting at the request
of the Westfield Soccer Association. Area residents
are concerned about excessive lighting and noise
that the lighting might create. A local resident has
filed a challenge in municipal court to the board’s
action.

As we previously said in this space, we support the
temporary lights to see how this works out. The only
way to weigh the positive impacts against the nega-
tives are to have the lights in place. The lights will
increase usage of the field by enabling the youth
soccer program to utilize the field in the evening
after Westfield High School teams are finished. The
high school uses the field until 7 p.m. with the youth
soccer and lacrosse programs using it from 7 to 9:30
p.m. The extra time is only for practices.

Is this a good thing or not -- in Scotch Plains or in
Westfield?

More letters on pages 5, 19


