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Karin Abarbanel

Loraine  Kasprzak

Chamber Hosting
Prof. Women’s Lunch

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce is sponsoring its first Profes-
sional Women’s Luncheon on
Wednesday, May 6, from 11:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. at The Westwood in
Garwood.

This event’s guest speakers are
Karin Abarbanel, co-author of
“Birthing the Elephant: The Woman’s
Go-For-It! Guide to Overcoming the
Big Challenges of Launching a Busi-
ness,” and Loraine Kasprzak, co-au-
thor of “Results! Impactful Solutions
to Drive Business.”

The cost to attend is $25 per person
with the first 100 attendees receiving
tote bags. To purchase tickets, visit
www.GWACC.com and click on Pro-

fessional Women’s Luncheon link or
call the GWACC office at (908) 233-
3021. This event is open to Chamber
as well as non-Chamber members.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Garrett Smith Gets 90 Days
For Insurance Fraud

Former Roselle mayor Garrett
Smith has been sentenced to 90 days
in Union County jail for committing
insurance fraud in connection with a
motor vehicle accident that took place
a little more than four years ago,
according to a press release from the
county prosecutor’s office. Smith also
will serve a period of three years’
probation. He pled guilty in February
to a single count of second-degree
insurance fraud.

It was approximately 2 a.m. on
Christmas Day, December 25, 2010,
when Smith left a Roselle bar and
struck a parked vehicle with his 2001
Lincoln Town Car on his way home.
The next day, having parked his car
facing the wrong way on the street
outside of his home, Smith called
police to report that someone – pos-
sibly the driver of a snowplow, he
said – had struck his vehicle in the
aftermath of a significant snowstorm
that had just hit the area.

Police officers traced a trail of au-
tomotive fluids from the scene of the
actual accident to Smith’s garage,
and second, a broken piece of Smith’s
Town Car’s bumper was also recov-
ered next to the vehicle he had struck.

Smith also made misleading state-
ments to both the police and his auto
insurance carrier.

He served as Roselle’s mayor from
2003 through 2011.

Hillary Clinton Launches 2nd
Bid For White House

Hillary Clinton officially launched
her second campaign for president

on Sunday. According to a CBS re-
port, her campaign will focus on
“strengthening economic security for
the middle class and expanding op-
portunities for working families.”

On the Republican side, Senator
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.) joined Sena-
tors Ted Cruz (R-Tex.) and Rand Paul
(R-Ky.) in the race for the GOP nomi-
nation for president. Former Florida
governor Jeb Bush, who has a big
financial advantage, has not officially
launched his campaign.

Angelini Pushes for
Extradition of Chesimard

Amidst news reports that President
Barack Obama is expected to an-
nounce that he is taking Cuba off the
State Sponsors of Terrorism List, As-
semblywoman Mary Pat Angelini (R-
11th, Ocean) has called for the extra-
dition of convicted cop killer Joanne
Chesimard from Cuba.

Chesimard escaped prison and fled
to Cuba after being convicted of kill-
ing a New Jersey State police trooper
in 1973.

“I disagree with President Obama’s
decision to restore full diplomatic
relations with Cuba and am disap-
pointed that the U.S. State Depart-
ment is moving towards a decision to
recommend the removal of Cuba from
the State Sponsors Terrorism List,”
Asw. Angelini said.

Asw. Angelini sponsored a resolu-
tion (AR198) that expresses profound
disagreement with President Barack
Obama to restore full diplomatic re-
lations with Cuba and urges the ex-
tradition to the United States of Joanne
Chesimard.

Bipartisan Discussion
On ‘New Media’ on Tues.

TRENTON – Two former gover-
nors and members of the media will
join Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) in a
discussion about the “new media”
this Tuesday, April 21 at Kean Uni-
versity. The forum will begin at 1
p.m.

Mr. Bramnick will lead the panel
which includes former Governors Jim
McGreevey and Don DiFrancesco,
Union County Sheriff Joe Cryan,
NJTV News correspondent Michael
Aron, MoreMonmouthMusing.net
blogger Art Gallagher, Mike Shapiro,
CEO and publisher of TAPinto.net
and a representative from
PolitickerNJ.com. The group will
discuss how instant reporting, social
media and Internet bloggers affect
elected officials.

There is no charge to attend the
event which will be held in the STEM
Auditorium, Room 221. To reserve a
seat, please call Glen Beebe in the
Assembly Republican Office at (609)
847-3400 or e-mail
GBeebe@njleg.org.

State Farm Bank, F.S.B., Bloomington, IL

Before high car payments get 
you down, give us an opportunity 
to help bring them down – with 
great rates and no closing costs 
or hidden fees.
GET TO A BETTER STATE.®
CALL ME TODAY FOR
MORE INFORMATION.

Refinancing with us could  
save you hundreds.*
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* Hypothetical savings example over life of loan based on reduced interest rate. 
 Actual savings amount will vary depending on your individual circumstances.

Keep your car. 
Trade in 
your loan.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
State Farm Agent

2 Elm Street
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Bus: 908-233-9100
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Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
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THE AWARDEES ARE... Young entrepreneurs from the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce were awarded funding to launch startups as part of
the annual Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) investor panel event. Pic-
tured, from left to right, are: Mitch Beinhaker, program director of the Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!),
as he congratulates the investor panel awardees, Georgiana Katsingris, Kate
Driscoll, Jacob Wendler, Aprina Wang and Marie-Elena Pafumi.

Student Entrepreneurs Take
Part In Investor Panel Event

Menendez: Cuba Shouldn’t
Be Taken Off Terror List

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S. Sena-
tor Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) has com-
mented on reports that the U.S. State
Department is closing in on a decision to
recommend the removal of Cuba from
the State Sponsors of Terrorism list.

“A recommendation to remove
Cuba from the list of State Sponsors
of Terrorism would represent another
significant misstep in a misguided
policy, and it is both discouraging
and alarming to read about unwar-
ranted pressure from the White House
to rush the State Department’s re-
view process,” Sen. Menendez said
in a statement issued by his office.
“As the Castro regime continues to
provide sanctuary to Joanne
Chesimard, who is on the FBI’s list of
Most Wanted Terrorists for murder-
ing a New Jersey State Trooper, the
Obama Administration is ceding criti-
cal leverage in our efforts to bring a

brazen criminal to justice. This deci-
sion would also ignore the fact that
Cuba is harboring dozens of American
fugitives – including cop killers, plane
hijackers, bomb makers, and arms traf-
fickers – and Basque terrorists wanted
by the Government of Spain.”

Chesimard is on the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation’s list of Most
Wanted Terrorists for her role in the
murder of New Jersey State Trooper
Werner Foerster, Sen. Menendez said.

“Senior members of the Cuba mili-
tary – including the former head of the
Cuban Air Force, General Rubén
Martínez Puente, and Cuban pilots
Lorenzo Alberto Pérez-Pérez and
Francisco Pérez-Pérez – are the sub-
ject of open federal indictments pend-
ing in the United States for the 1996
shoot down of American civilian
planes operated by the Brothers to the
Rescue humanitarian organization.”

WESTFIELD – On April 1, 14
student entrepreneurs took to the stage
to present their business plans before
a panel of local leaders of industry
and a public audience. The students
were dressed as young professionals,
and really wowed the crowd.

The students in grades 6 through
12, representing 10 businesses from
the Young Entrepreneurs Academy
(YEA!) at Westfield High School,
had six minutes to pitch their busi-
ness plans to prominent local mem-
bers of the business community dur-
ing the program’s annual YEA! In-
vestor Panel Event (think Shark Tank
meets The Apprentice). Based on the
appeal and merit of the students’ plans
and presentations, representatives
from companies like Wells Fargo and
Applegate Farm Homemade Ice
Cream determined the amount of
funds to allocate to each business.

The participating investors also
selected one business group: Wa˜kkii,
owned by Georgiana Katsingris, for
an additional prize. This business will
advance to the Young Entrepreneurs
Academy Saunders Scholars Re-
gional Contest in Rochester, N.Y.,
where she will compete for an oppor-
tunity to advance to the national com-
petition and compete for college
scholarships, a fast-track application
pass to apply to be on ABC’s Shark
Tank, and an all-expenses paid trip to
attend America’s Small Business
Summit in Washington, D.C., cour-
tesy of the United States Chamber of
Commerce. In the event that
Georgiana is unable to attend the
Regional Contest, Kate’s Toy Barn,
owned by Kate Driscoll and Jacob
Wendler, is the runner-up and will go
to Rochester in her place.

In addition, a Sam’s Club repre-
sentative, Lafina Tucker, selected EZ-
Clean, owned by Marie-Elena Pafumi
and Aprina Wang, to receive a $500
Sam’s Club gift card to be used to
make purchases that will help them
to launch their business.

The Investor Panel was comprised
of prominent local business people,
including: Cheryl D’Amato, The
Bounce Factory; Chris Devine, Wells
Fargo Advisors; Robin Lefkowitz,

Northfield Bank; Craig Levitan,
Newmark Associates; Bill Mathias,
Alcatel-Lucent; Jason Street,
Applegate Farm Homemade Ice
Cream; Sadie Salgado, YEA 2014
student graduate; Ashley Sarokhan,
Capital One Bank; Darielle Walsh,
Nonprofit Consultant, and Terry
Wood, Villa Nova Financing Group.

Additional students and their busi-
nesses who participated in this year’s
YEA! program are Maddy Armstrong
and Kayla Bleich, Tradeway Bags; Jesse
Artz and Matthew Fleck, Warm-Upz;
Toni Bryce, Cray-Cray; Tyanne Bryce,
Jean T; John Katsingris, Neroware; Jasni
McGrail, T Shirt Treasures; and
Amanda Wendler, Someday Fun Day
Jar. The MC for the evening was Bernie
Wagenblast, radio traffic reporter for
WINS 1010 and 101.5.  Those persons
interested in joining the 2016 YEA!
program should contact the Chamber
office at (908) 233-3021.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

USDOT Awards N.J.
$140K for Traffic Safety

WASHINGTON, D.C. – The U.S.
Department of Transportation’s
(USDOT) National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration has awarded
$401,885 to the New Jersey Division of
Highway Traffic Safety for programs to
enhance traffic safety throughout New
Jersey. The funding was awarded through
the Department of Transportation’s Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration. The New Jersey Division of
Highway Traffic Safety received:
$230,339 for state and community high-
way Safety and $171,545 in occupant
protection grants.

These grants can be used to imple-
ment systems to: promote, track, and
enforce seatbelt and child seat safety
programs; ignition interlock and im-
paired driving prevention programs;
motorcyclist safety programs; and
efforts to improve New Jersey’s traf-
fic safety information systems. The
funding will be distributed to pro-
grams designed to reduce highway
deaths and injuries from drunk driv-
ing, unsafe operation of a motor-
cycle, and riding unrestrained or im-
properly restrained in motor vehicles.

SAGE Awarded $900
For Meals on Wheels
SUMMIT – SAGE Eldercare has

announced that it has received a $900
grant from Meals on Wheels America
for its participation in Subaru of
America’s seventh annual “Share the
Love” event.

For every vehicle sold or leased
between November 20, 2014 and
January 2, 2015, Subaru donated
$250 to the customer’s choice of
charity.

From helping with errands, to
exercise classes, community pro-
grams, and home health care,
SAGE’s helps older adults remain
independent in their own homes in
Union, Essex, Morris, and Somerset
Counties.
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