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County Looks to Privatize
Maintenance at Stable

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night to seek proposals to privatize
some of the operations including
maintenance at the Watchung Stable.

The services would be for the barn
and rings at the stable. Parks and
Recreation Director Ron Zuber said
the goal is to save the county money.
The county raised fees over the past
few years in an effort to reduce what
was at one point a $700,000 deficit at
the facility, which is located in the
Watchung Reservation.

“We have been trying to bring down
the operating cost at the Watchung
Stable. We’ve tried a lot of different
things. We’re thinking outside the
box. We’ve exhausted a lot of possi-
bilities. So right now we are looking
to bring a company in to do the basic
day-to-day chores there,” said Mr.
Zuber.

He said this would include feeding
and grooming the horses as well as
maintaining the restrooms and of-
fices, cutting the grass and weed
whacking.

Per a question from Freeholder
Chris Hudak, Mr. Zuber said existing
county employees who perform these
services would be transferred either
to areas such as park maintenance or
to the public works department. He
said there would not be any layoffs as
a result of the change.

Freeholder Al Mirabella asked if
there was any discussion on the pro-
posed change with riding clubs and
patrons of the associations.

Mr. Zuber said the Parks and Rec-
reation Department has met with
groups over the past two years and
had a planned meeting with them
yesterday at the Trailside Nature and
Science Center to discuss the pro-

posal for the stables as well as planned
capital improvements.

Also expected to be on the agenda
tonight is a $5.1-million contract to
Scifano Construction Corp. of
Middlesex for the county’s 2015 road
resurfacing program. William Reyes,
director of the department of eco-
nomic development, said the work
includes 12 miles of roadway. The
work, to begin in late May or June,
will be done at night so as not to
interfere with businesses or schools.
The contract is being funded through
the New Jersey Department of
Transportation’s 2014 transportation
program grant.

Also on tonight’s agenda is a
$120,000 contract for This Is It! Pro-
ductions, Inc., of Hoboken, for the
planning, production and manage-
ment for the 2015 Rhythm & Blues
by the Brook at Cedar Brook Park
concert to be held on Saturday, May
30.

Another resolution establishes
burial costs in the county for the indi-
gent population, unidentified or un-
claimed deceased residents, at a cost
of $1,550 per burial as set by state
statute. The county will budget a
maximum of $75,000 for indigent
burials under the resolution.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the county looks for
funeral homes that will accept the
state cap on burials, noting that there
are a few in Elizabeth that do.

At the start of the meeting a presen-
tation was given in recognition of
National Community Development
Week. Mr. Reyes said the county will
receive $5 million this year through
the Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) program.

George Vircik, chairman of the Union
County Community Development Rev-
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SUCCESSFUL SEASON...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
WinterGuard is nearing the end of a successful 2015 competition season in the
Mid-Atlantic Indoor Network. There are 15 girls participating in the Guard this
season, all of whom also were in the marching band color guard during the fall.
Captains are seniors Amanda Karacsony and Renee Bercher and junior Dulce
Almonte. WinterGuard involves a choreographed routine performed to recorded
music, using equipment including flags, sabers and wooden “rifles.” SPFHS has
placed first in the Scholastic Regional A category at its three most recent
competitions: Matawan, Somerville and Deptford. The squad’s next competition
will be the Mid-Atlantic Indoor Network Championships on Saturday, April 25,
at South Brunswick High School.
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Scotch Plains Council to Vote On
$24.6-Mil. Budget Next Week

Board to Continue Hearing On
New Building Near Rescue Squad

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council next Tuesday will hold a
public hearing and then vote on
whether to approve the 2015 munici-
pal budget that calls for no increase in
the municipal portion of local prop-
erty tax bills this year.

The overall proposed budget
amounts to $24,576,946 versus last
year’s level of $24.27 million, and
the municipal tax rate — the smallest
portion of the three components of
township property-tax bills — would
stay flat this year after rising by 0.6
percent last year.

When the council introduced the

budget on March 17, Township Man-
ager Al Mirabella described the
spending plan as a “good, solid bud-
get” that “provides necessary ser-
vices, public safety, recreation and
cultural events, preserves our histori-
cal sites and addresses our building
infrastructure in a cost-effective man-
ner.”

Councilman Llewellyn Jones last
month aired his concerns about sev-
eral aspects of the budget, pointing
first to the proposed spending level
for the township library, $1,320,717,
which would be a cut from last year
down to the minimum amount al-
lowed by the state. Two years ago,
budget cuts to the state minimum

level forced the library to cut staff
and operating hours. Those hours
were restored in the 2014 budget,
which boosted spending above the
state spending floor. Mr. Jones, the
lone Republican on the five-member
governing body, also noted that the
proposed budget for legal services
was being increased “substantially,”
50 percent above last year’s level.
Paring that level back, he noted, could
potentially lead to a property-tax cut
for residents.

The amount to be raised via prop-
erty taxes this year will amount to
$14.697 million, down slightly from
last year’s $14.712 million. Construc-
tion code fees are expected to remain
the same, at $650,000. State aid is
projected to be the same as last year,
$2,227,587. About $2.9 million of
surplus will be used as well to finance
the budget.

Mr. Mirabella told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times this week that
he is “working on the final pieces” of
this year’s capital budget and hopes
to have it ready for the council to
consider either next week or in early
May.

“There are a lot of projects that
we’ve got to get going on,” he said.
Last year, the council twice failed to
pass a capital budget due to concerns
about some of the line items con-
tained within the proposal.

Two of the projects slated to be
started last year but put off due to the
failure to pass a capital bond ordi-
nance were the cleanup at the former
zoo property and the cleaning of the
pond at Brookside Park. The council
last week at its conference meeting
discussed two funding resolutions so
that those two projects could get un-
derway this year.

Last week at its conference meet-
ing, Mr. Mirabella told the council

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — After hear-
ing concerns about potential parking
problems, the planning board agreed
on Monday to extend a hearing until
next month on an application seeking
to develop an empty lot next to the
rescue squad headquarters into a
mixed-use building.

The property at 1920 Bartle Av-
enue has been vacant for about eight
years, and owner Juanita Dinizo is

seeking approval of her plan to build
a three-story building that will have
commercial space on the ground floor
and two apartments each on the sec-
ond and third floors. At the board’s
meeting on Monday, architect Angelo
Cannizzo said the commercial space
will measure about 1,600 square feet,
with entrances at the front and the
rear. One apartment on the second
and third floor will be a one-bedroom
unit while the second apartment on
each of those floors will contain two
bedrooms.

Mr. Cannizzo displayed for the
board renderings of what he said could
be the actual building, a Victorian-
style structure with front and rear
porches and a wheelchair-accessible
ramp leading from the building’s rear
to the front porch. The architect cau-
tioned that the design he was show-
ing to the board was not necessarily
the final design, leading Mayor Kevin
Glover to question why the board
was not being shown a final plan and
rendering.

Planner and surveyor James Watson
said several times during the two-
hour hearing that the renderings were
to show the board that “we can build
something reasonable” on the prop-
erty.

The mayor dominated the board’s
questioning, especially when Mr.

Watson explained that a parking vari-
ance was being requested since, based
on the building’s size and use, local
regulations call for 16 parking spaces.
Mr. Watson said tenants living in the
apartments and visitors to the com-
mercial space could easily find park-
ing in one of the two neighborhood
municipal parking lots — one behind
the proposed development that mainly
serves businesses along Park Avenue
and the other across Bartle Avenue in
front of the library.

Mr. Watson provided the board with
a parking-count survey his firm con-
ducted on several different days and
at several different times, and it found
an average of 58 open parking spaces
in the Scotch Plains Public Library
lot and an average of 44 available
spaces in the lot behind Park Avenue.
Mayor Glover said he is often in the
downtown business district and usu-
ally finds both lots nearly filled at all
times of the day.

“I don’t agree with your methodol-
ogy,” he told Mr. Watson. “I don’t see
your numbers when I’m there.”

The board briefly considered re-
questing a professional engineer to
testify about the parking count and
parking issues in general, but instead
— after protests from Mr. Watson
and Richard Cohen, the attorney for

Photo courtesy of David Williams
RARE SIGHTING...A bald eagle is pictured recently circling Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CHECKING OUT THE WARES... This shopper looks for the perfect item  at the
College Women’s Club of Cranford’s  annual garage sale Saturday morning at
the Hanson House. Proceeds are used for college scholarships.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PILING IT ON...The dirt pile is the only thing growing at the former site of the Terry-Lou Zoo while New Jersey American
Water continues months of line repairs along Old Raritan Road. Neighbors have been complaining about night work that
has been ongoing.
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 New Planner Selected by WF;
Water Co. to Clean Pipes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town council
announced Tuesday that it has se-
lected Don Sammet as its new town
planner to replace planner Bill Drew,
who is retiring. Mr. Sammet was pre-
viously planner for Asbury Park and
prior to that, Montclair. He lives in
Kenilworth.

Councilman Jim Foerst said the
town council has already begun to go
over a long list of items with Mr.
Sammet to begin addressing in the
town. Those include addressing the
clear cutting of trees on lots, the Coun-
cil On Affordable Housing (COAH),

the re-codification of the master plan,
the allowable locations of cell phone
towers, and determining the appro-
priate use of solar panels.

Michael Bange of New Jersey
American Water presented to the town
council during its conference session
its plan to clean and reline water
supply pipes in town. Fourteen thou-
sand feet of the main water supply
pipes are to be cleaned and lined. The
streets include: West Grove Street,
Boulevard, Tice Place, Carleton Road,
Summit Avenue, Cherokee Court,
Tudor Oval, Midvale Terrace/Way,
and Doris Parkway.


