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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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Excluding Appliance and Sale items
now thru April 30th

121 Central Avenue,

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-264-8909

Professional Beauty Supplies &

Full Service Hair Salon

Best Advice, Price & Choice!

www.beautyplussalon.com

County Looks to Privatize
Maintenance at StableWestfield Zoning Board

Approves Applications

Board OKs Garage, Moves
Heritage Square to April 27

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The zoning board of
adjustment on Monday unanimously,
by a 6-to-0 vote, approved a variance
application to permit construction of a
new single-car garage to replace a di-
lapidated one at 55 Elizabeth Avenue.

The existing garage was built in 1939
and has since sustained damage caused
by the roots of an oak tree on the
property, applicant Daniel DeWeever
said.

The driveway is shared with a neigh-
bor and the oak tree also damaged the
neighbor’s garage, he said.

“The structure had been greatly af-
fected by an oak tree and pushed both
buildings and deteriorated the founda-
tions. My pad was shattered,” Mr.
DeWeever said.

The some 75-year-old oak tree has
since been cut down. “We hated to lose
it. We tried to engineer around it,” he
said.

The new garage will match the house
in color and be one story. The new
structure will be slightly wider and
longer than the original. “The original
was a tight squeeze for a Model A... We
are hoping to push it out a little bit

further to make room for a work bench.
The current garage was functioning as
a shed,” Mr. DeWeever said.

The total impervious coverage will
extend over the existing slate patio, and
in effect will result in “a minimal in-
crease” in impervious coverage, Board
Vice-Chairman Jeffrey Pistol said. He
also said the township engineer “put
certain requirements for water runoff.”

“This will be an improvement to the
neighborhood,” Board Chairman
Ronald Marotta said.

The application for Heritage Square
of Cranford, 1130 Raritan Road, was
carried to Monday, April 27, by request
of the applicant’s attorney, so the appli-
cation could be heard and voted on by
a full board. Monday there were six
voting members of the board present,
where seven voting members make up
a full board. About a dozen residents
came out to oppose the project. A
townhouse development is proposed at
the site where a medical building is
located. The variances sought include a
use variance for residential dwellings,
a variance to exceed the maximum
allowable stories, and a variance to
exceed the maximum allowable height.
Three stories are proposed.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote to-
night to seek proposals to privatize
some of the operations including main-
tenance at the Watchung Stable.

The services would be for the barn
and rings at the stable. Parks and Rec-
reation Director Ron Zuber said the
goal is to save the county money. The
county raised fees over the past few
years in an effort to reduce what was at
one point a $700,000 deficit at the
facility, which is located in the
Watchung Reservation.

“We have been trying to bring down
the operating cost at the Watchung
Stable. We’ve tried a lot of different
things. We’re thinking outside the box.
We’ve exhausted a lot of possibilities.
So right now we are looking to bring a
company in to do the basic day-to-day
chores there,” said Mr. Zuber.

He said this would include feeding
and grooming the horses as well as
maintaining the restrooms and offices,
cutting the grass and weed whacking.

Per a question from Freeholder Chris
Hudak, Mr. Zuber said existing county
employees who perform these services
would be transferred either to areas
such as park maintenance or to the
public works department. He said there
would not be any layoffs as a result of
the change.

Freeholder Al Mirabella asked if there
was any discussion on the proposed
change with riding clubs and patrons of
the associations.

Mr. Zuber said the Parks and Recre-
ation Department has met with groups
over the past two years and had a
planned meeting with them yesterday
at the Trailside Nature and Science
Center to discuss the proposal for the
stables as well as planned capital im-
provements.

Also expected to be on the agenda
tonight is a $5.1-million contract to
Scifano Construction Corp. of
Middlesex for the county’s 2015 road
resurfacing program. William Reyes,
director of the department of economic
development, said the work includes
12 miles of roadway. The work, to
begin in late May or June, will be done
at night so as not to interfere with
businesses or schools. The contract is
being funded through the New Jersey
Department of Transportation’s 2014
transportation program grant.

Also on tonight’s agenda is a
$120,000 contract for This Is It! Pro-
ductions, Inc., of Hoboken, for the
planning, production and management
for the 2015 Rhythm & Blues by the
Brook at Cedar Brook Park concert to
be held on Saturday, May 30.

Another resolution establishes burial
costs in the county for the indigent
population, unidentified or unclaimed
deceased residents, at a cost of $1,550
per burial as set by state statute. The
county will budget a maximum of
$75,000 for indigent burials under the
resolution.

Frank Guzzo, director of human ser-
vices, said the county looks for funeral
homes that will accept the state cap on
burials, noting that there are a few in
Elizabeth that do.

At the start of the meeting a presen-
tation was given in recognition of Na-

tional Community Development Week.
Mr. Reyes said the county will receive
$5 million this year through the Com-
munity Development Block Grant
(CDBG) program.

George Vircik, chairman of the Union
County Community Development Rev-
enue Sharing Committee, said the com-
mittee includes 19 towns with only
Elizabeth and Plainfield not members
as they get their own CDBG grants. He
said this year’s projects will be given to
the freeholders for one of their May
meetings. Upon the freeholder approval
the list will be sent to the federal De-
partment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD). He said the committee
has disbursed over $250 million over
the past 40 years for a variety of projects
in the 19 communities.

This year, $1.5 million will be dis-
bursed for housing rehabilitation, hous-
ing counseling and code enforcement;
$1.5 million for public improvements
for parks, roads and sewers; $500,000
for community facilities and $595,000
for social services. The monies will be
available to agencies in September, he
said, and must be spent within 12
months.

Lou Brigando, associate executive
director of the Cerebral Palsy League
in Cranford, said the organization uses
the CDBG funds for its adult day pro-
gram, which is used “to improve the
quality of life” of its clients. He said
organizations like the Cerebral Palsy
League “never have any leftover oper-
ating funds to use [for] capital develop-
ment” and so the league turns to the
county for CDBG funds.

Springfield Township Administra-
tor Anthony Cancro said his town used
community development funds to reno-
vate the Chisholm Community Center
to include a 14,000-square-foot senior
wing. Funds were used for handi-
capped-accessible bathrooms and a
kitchen as well as to install handi-
capped ramps and a fire suppression
system at a youth wing, which opened
at the community center in March.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of ad-
justment, on Monday evening, ap-
proved several applications.

The application of Jorge and Vera
Ortiz, of 208 Livingston Street, was
carried over to the Monday, May 11
meeting.

The board approved the following
applications:

Erika and Erik Qualben, of 739
Coleman Place, were approved to
construct a two-story addition. The
ordinance requires a one-car garage
where the applicants proposed no
garage. Mrs. Qualben said they want
to add a second-story bedroom. The
board asked Mr. Qualben why he did
not want a garage. He said, “Not at
this time; our children play in that
area of the property.”

Jean Genievich, of 99 Surrey Lane,
was approved to construct a single-
family home. Ms. Genievich sought
approval to turn her proposed new
house to face Surrey Lane instead of
facing Tamaques Way. The previous
plans had been approved by the board.
Her engineer, Edward Dec, said the
house will be reconfigured and will
be more square.

“With the old plans the house didn’t
fit very well. With the new plans, the
house is more in keeping with the
neighborhood,” Mr. Dec said.

Russell and Rachel Peachman, of

824 Grove Street West, were approved
to construct an attached garage with
a mudroom. Robert Algarin, their
architect, told the board that the
Peachman family is demolishing a
two-car garage and adding a new one
attached to a mudroom. The new
garage will be brought forward from
where the old one is. The application
was approved with the condition that
the remnant of the old driveway
(blacktop), which will be behind the
new garage, will be removed.

John and Kirti Davis, of 238 Grove
Street West, were approved to con-
struct a two-story addition at the rear
of an existing house. Mrs. Davis told
the board that they want to extend the
kitchen and add a back door on the
first floor. Their architect, Mike
Relton, said the second floor now has
four bedrooms, but the couple wishes
to put in a new master suite and a
small office.

Joel and Suzanne Rosenthal, of 29
Summit Court, were approved for a
second-story addition. Mrs. Rosenthal
told the board that they wish to put in
a bedroom on the second floor over
the attached garage. Board Chairman
William Heinbokel said the addition
would be in keeping with the neigh-
borhood.

The next meeting of the board will
be on Monday, May 11, at 7:30 p.m.,
at the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
EXAMINING THE SPECS... Residents who oppose the townhouse development,
Heritage Square of Cranford, 1130 Raritan Road, discuss the application in the
hallway of the Cranford Municipal Building with the applicant's planner and
attorney. The application was carried to Monday, April 27, when it will be heard
by the zoning board of adjustment.

PRODUCTIVE SPRING BREAK... A group of eighth graders from Edison
Intermediate School in Westfield took a trip during spring break to Spain and
Portugal.  Ethan Jaffee is shown in front holding a copy of The Westfield Leader.

day as part of the carnival.
The town council authorized by

resolution to continue Westfield’s
membership in the Suburban Joint
Insurance Fund and the Municipal
Excess Liability Joint Insurance
Fund. The town selected Amalgam-
ated General Agencies, which sub-
mitted a proposal to perform those
services for 2.5 percent of the annual
assessment, which is lower than the 6
percent maximum the town indicated
in its request for proposals. The town
authorized $13,384 for a six-month
commission payable to Amalgam-
ated General Agencies.

The council approved 11 licenses
for sidewalk cafes. Those establish-
ments are: Brick Oven of Westfield,
Cosimo’s, Casa Di Pizza, Jersey
Mike’s, Limani Seafood Grill, The
Office of Westfield, Let’s Yo,
Starbucks, Splash of Thai, NY 8th
Ave Deli, and Old Havana.

Three demolitions of single-fam-
ily homes (901 Harding Street, 418
Edgewood Avenue and 1 Bell Drive),
two demolitions of detached garages
(147 Elmer Street and 729 Prospect
Street) and the demolition of the
Westfield Veterinary Group’s ken-
nels were approved by resolution.

An ordinance to establish a cap
bank for 2015 in the amount of
$589,994 was approved.

Resident Greg Kasko, during pub-
lic comments, complained of gen-
erators used for the new temporary
lights at Kehler Stadium. He said it

Mayor Charles Lombardo, rebuked Mr.
Mathieu in some manner, and two resi-
dents asked Mr. Mathieu to apologize
in writing with another letter-to-the-
editor.

Bruce Paterson of Willow Avenue
repeated his request for Mr. Mathieu to
resign his chairmanship of the Garwood
Republican Party, since that is how the
letter was signed. Mr. Mathieu said he
already had passed the chairmanship
on to his wife, Liz Mathieu.

In other action, the council for-
mally approved the awarding of a
$16,900 contract to Equipment Rental
Services of South Amboy to replace
Waste Management as the borough’s
recycling collector through the end
of the year, but not without another
round of wrangling.

The council voted 5-1 on March 24
to award the contract, which included a
contentious discussion between Mr.
Mathieu, Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma and Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli.

When the resolution was introduced
Tuesday as part of the consent agenda,
Mr. Mathieu asked that it be removed,
and questioned the bona fides of Equip-
ment Rental.

On March 24, Ms. Ariemma de-
scribed Equipment Rental, which

the Edison Intermediate School eighth-
grade orchestra to bus students to the
Westlake School. The Edison students
will perform with the students of the
Westlake School.

In other business, the Rotary Club of
Westfield has announced the 23rd An-
nual Charles Philhower Fellowship
Award. Mr. Philhower was the super-
vising principal (superintendent) of the
Westfield Schools for 30 years, from
1917 to 1947, and was president of the
Rotary Club during 1929-1930.

The award will be given to a Westfield
elementary-school teacher at a Rotary
luncheon on Tuesday, May 5. Nomina-
tions were invited from citizens and
district staff members. They were asked
to specify ways in which the teacher
has demonstrated: outstanding teach-
ing, interest in children and continued
pursuit of professional growth. To be
eligible, a candidate must be a full-time
teacher in grades K-5 in Westfield for a
minimum of five years. The deadline
for nominations this year has passed.

The selection committee included
three Rotarians appointed by the Ro-
tary Club president, two elementary-
school principals and the immediate
past Philhower Fellow.

The Optimist Club of Westfield also
has announced its 18th Annual Out-
standing Intermediate School Outstand-
ing Teacher Award. The award recog-
nizes the importance of teaching in the
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Westfield Council
is a pilot program from the Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) that be-
gan March 23.

The Westfield Soccer Association
(WSA) was granted permission by
the BOE last month to place four
generator-run light towers around
the field as a pilot to last 10 weeks.
The BOE allowed the lights to re-
main on until just before 10 p.m.,
Monday to Friday, for use by the
WSA.

“My neighbors and I have tele-
phoned complaints to the Westfield
Police Department as a result of the
lights,” he said. He said they have
complained of the lights being cast
into the neighboring homes, the nox-
ious fumes given off from the gen-
erators and the noise.

“What is stopping the police de-
partment from fielding a complaint
from a citizen?” Mr. Kasko asked.

Mr. Kasko said the police officer
said, “I have been told to log a com-
plaint in the computer,” he said, but
an officer would not investigate the
complaint.

“The PD is not the judge. They do
not interpret the law; they are to
enforce it,” Mr. Kasko said.

He cited town code that he said
does not allow generators to be used
on private property except for in
emergencies.

“That section of the code is super-
seded by state law; that is my opin-
ion,” Town Attorney Russell
Finestein responded.

immediate grades. The award will be
given to two intermediate-school teach-
ers, one each from Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools, at an Optimist
Dinner on Wednesday, May 13, and the
recipients also will be honored at a
board of education meeting in June.
Letters of nomination are invited from
citizens, students and staff members.

Nominations should specify ways in
which the teacher has demonstrated:
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. To be eligible the nomi-
nee must be a full-time teacher in grades
6 to 8 in Westfield for a minimum of
five years. The selection committee
will be comprised of three Westfield
Optimist members, the Superintendent
of Schools, both intermediate-school
principals and an intermediate-school
teacher.

The nomination deadline is Tues-
day, April 21. Letters should be sent to:
Outstanding Teacher Award Commit-
tee of the Optimist Club of Westfield, c/
o Office of the Superintendent,
Westfield Public Schools, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090, or e-
mailed to:
optiaward@westfieldnjk12.org.

The next meeting of the board will
be Tuesday, April 28, at 7:30 p.m., at
the administration building, located at
302 Elm Street. It will feature a public
hearing on this year’s budget.

handles the town’s twice yearly bulk
garbage contract, as owned by the son
of the owner of Great Northern Recy-
cling, which was the town’s recycling
collector before Waste Management.

Mr. Mathieu said Tuesday that he
now understood there was no relation-
ship between Great Northern and
Equipment Rental. Councilwoman Sara
Todisco clarified by saying it wasn’t
known if there was a relationship.

Mr. Mathieu persisted by asking what
credentials Equipment Rental had in
recycling. Council President Bill
Nierstedt said in addition to Garwood’s
bulk pickup, the company had con-
tracts with 22 other municipalities.

Mr. Lombardo ended the debate by
calling for a vote, which passed by the
same 5-to-1 margin as the original
three weeks ago, with Mr. Mathieu
dissenting.

Mr. Petruzzelli, the finance commit-
tee chairman, announced that the town’s
$2.7-million bond, which consolidated
the borough’s short-term funded debt,
was purchased by Robert W. Baird and
Co. of New York at 1.89 percent. That
was about 20 percent lower than the
2.25 percent municipal auditor Warren
Korecky had projected. The action will
save the borough approximately
$54,000 over the term of the bond.
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Kehler
this area have already made sacrifices.
There are other fields in Westfield that
could be turfed. If all the WSA families
put up $1,000 each that would go a long
way to paying for it.”

Alan Gibbenmeyer, who has sent
photographs to the board of education
to illustrate his complaint, said his fam-
ily loved to hear kids running around
on Kehler…in the daytime.

But he added, “I think 9:40 p.m. is
late. The lights shine into my middle
child’s bedroom and he has asked for
curtains to shut them out. I am also
concerned about kids crossing Rahway
Avenue at night.”

Erin Eckard’s family regularly at-
tend Westfield High School varsity
games, but she agreed that the lights
were being extinguished too late.

“It is intrusive on our lifestyle,” she
said. “My husband is affected because
he has a very early start and my daugh-
ters get excited because they think
there’s a game on. And I think it is
going to have more of an impact when
the weather gets warmer.”


