
OUR 125th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 16-2015 SEVENTY FIVE CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, April 16, 2015USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since September 3, 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Courtesy of Glenn Mortimer
OPENING DAY... The Mountainside Youth Baseball (MYB) and Mountainside
Softball Association (MSA) opened their respective 2015 seasons on Saturday.
Pictured here are the Pirates, a MYB team coached by Matt Pater.

Photo courtesy of David Williams
RARE SIGHTING.. A bald eagle is pictured recently circling Westfield.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TAKING THE FIELD...Teams run on to the field as they are announced during opening day festivities for the baseball
season at the new Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
WATER WORKS...Michael Bange of New Jersey American Water presents to
the town council Tuesday during the conference session its plan to clean and
reline water supply pipes in town.  Mr. Bange holds a photo of the 3M product
to be used to reline the pipes. "It gives more structure to the main,” Mr. Bange
said. See maintenance schedule on Page 19.
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Westfield Council Selects New
Planner; Water Co. to Clean Pipes

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil announced Tuesday that it has
selected Don Sammet as its new
town planner to replace planner Bill
Drew, who is retiring. Mr. Sammet
was previously planner for Asbury
Park and prior to that, Montclair. He
lives in Kenilworth.

Councilman Jim Foerst said the
town council has already begun to
go over a long list of items with Mr.
Sammet to begin addressing in the

town. Those include addressing the
clear cutting of trees on lots, the
Council On Affordable Housing
(COAH), the re-codification of the
master plan, the allowable locations
of cell phone towers, and determin-
ing the appropriate use of solar pan-
els.

Michael Bange of New Jersey
American Water presented to the
town council during its conference
session its plan to clean and reline
water supply pipes in town. Four-
teen thousand feet of the main water
supply pipes are to be cleaned and
lined. The streets include: West
Grove Street, Boulevard, Tice Place,
Carleton Road, Summit Avenue,
Cherokee Court, Tudor Oval,
Midvale Terrace/Way, and Doris
Parkway.

“We are using a 3M product, a
polyurea product. It gives more struc-
ture to the main. It is a new host pipe
that is inside,” Mr. Bange said. This
new material, he said, will not allow
for buildup to occur inside anymore.

The work will begin Monday, April
20, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The work
will take place Monday through Fri-
day and will be completed by mid-
July. During summer months the
water company will complete the

final restoration, Mr. Bange said.
An ordinance to amend a town

code regarding the fire department
roster was passed. It reads: “The
regular uniformed force of paid fire-
men shall consist of the following: A
fire chief, no more than two deputy
chiefs, no more than six battalions,
no more than nine lieutenants, no
more than 24 firefighters, and no
more than 75 volunteer members.”

A low bid of $238,526 by Fischer
Contracting Inc. for 2015 improve-
ments to the Conservation Center
was voted for by way of resolution.

The town council also approved a
resolution to accept the low bid by
National Fuel Oil Inc. for unleaded
gasoline for use by the Department
of Public Works (DPW) at a net
price per gallon of $1.78, with the
total contract at $75,000. The DPW
also has a contract, passed by reso-
lution, for $35,000 for diesel fuel
delivered by National Fuel Oil, Inc.

The Westfield Baseball League
Opening Day parade and carnival
will take place this Saturday, April
18, at the Gumbert Field baseball
complex. The council passed a reso-
lution to permit an exhibit of
children’s amusement devices that
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GW PD Contract Okayed;
Mathieu Ripped for Letter

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
approved a four-year contract with the
police union Tuesday night, the final
action in an evening that drew an un-
usually large gallery of people, several
of whom criticized councilman Jim
Mathieu for a satirical letter in last
week’s Westfield Leader.

The new police contract eliminated
longevity bonus pay for new hires,
eliminated the 10-year bonus payments
for current employees, capped sick
leave payments at $16,000 and pro-
rated terminal leave, Councilwoman
and Police Negotiations Committee
Chairwoman Ann Tarantino said.

“We’re happy to have settled this
voluntarily,” Mrs. Tarantino said. “It’s
good for Garwood, good for the tax-
payers and good for the police depart-
ment. Because if this had gone to a
hearing, to arbitration, it could have
been worse for them (police officers).”

The council unanimously approved
the agreement, which replaced the one
that expired December 31, after a brief
executive session to discuss the deal.
Mrs. Tarantino said the police union
voted to approve the contract earlier
Tuesday.

Some council members had criti-
cized portions of the previous contract,
such as the provision that paid police
officers a full year’s worth of vacation,
holiday and personal time regardless of
when they retired during the year.

In February, the council paid Sgt.
Mario Morelli $34,305.81 for his 2015
vacation and holiday time, which also
included sick pay, after he retired Janu-
ary 31. The new deal would have essen-
tially reduced that payment to about
one-twelfth.

The contract also replaced the six-
step salary schedule with an 11-step
schedule and eliminated additional

annual salary increases until an officer
reaches the rank of sergeant, Mrs.
Tarantino said.

“This is a good contract for the bor-
ough, but it’s a good a contract for the
police,” Mrs. Tarantino said. “It would
have hurt (the police) more if they had
went to a hearing.”

The approval came in the final min-
utes of a nearly three-hour council
meeting, that began with an-hour-and-
15-minute workshop session high-
lighted by the outcry over Mr. Mathieu’s
letter-to-the-editor.

The letter, headlined “Reader Pre-
sents Satire on Garwood Property
Taxes, Debt,” sarcastically criticized
the $3.2-million Sports and Recreation
Complex, which opened in December.
Specifically, Mr. Mathieu lampooned
the $6,800 spent to include a court for
bocce, a lawn bowling game of Italian
origin.

Referring to the defense of those on
council who voted for the project that
the complex can be rented out to miti-
gate maintenance costs, Mr. Mathieu
wrote: “we could even charge fees to
vendors of Cannoli (sic), Espresso (sic),
and brown wool sweaters. The possi-
bilities are endless!”

Mr. Mathieu, whose letter did not
mention Italy or Italians, addressed the
matter first.

“I thought about it lot,” he said. “I
meant what I said. If I truly offended
anybody, then I truly do apologize. But
if you are truly offended, what are you
not offended by?”

Two members of UNICO, a 90-year-
old national Italian-American organi-
zation headquartered in Fairfield, came
to the microphone to accept Mr.
Mathieu’s apology, but that didn’t sat-
isfy several Garwood residents or sev-
eral of his fellow council members.
Every member of council, except for

Westfield BOE Notes Drop
In Infractions Since 2011

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion held a brief meeting on Tuesday
evening but nevertheless covered a lot
of ground.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan narrated a PowerPoint presenta-
tion on the New Jersey Department of
Education’s mandatory spring report
on violence, vandalism, substance
abuse and HIB (harassment, intimida-
tion and bullying) from September to
December of 2014.

Ms. Dolan said the number of inci-
dents numbered only six, as opposed to
the previous year, which had five. She
said some of these incidents, if they
broke the law, were reported to the
police department. Some resulted in
suspensions. Overall, the numbers are
an improvement from 2011, in which
there were 14 incidents in the same
time period. Superintendent Dolan con-
cluded her report by saying, “The work
continues, but I think we are doing a
good job.”

The board approved the naming of
the Writing and Arranging room at
Westfield High School in honor of
Raymond Wojcik, a beloved music
teacher at the school for 19 years, who
lost his battle with cancer last year.

Assistant Superintendent of Schools
for Curriculum, Paul Piniero, an-
nounced that Next Generation stan-
dards would be introduced over the
next two years into the science, tech-
nology, engineering and math (STEM)
curriculum. He said, for example, some
projects in the engineering curriculum
would be taught through a trial-and-
error process by which the students
would learn to solve problems.

Mark Friedman, chairman of the fi-
nance committee, thanked donors for
the following gifts: a King trombone,
valued at $200, with five method books
and a folding music stand from Mr. and
Mrs. Hennessey, to be used by the
Franklin Elementary School Music
Department, and a gift of $167.79 from
the Westfield Coalition for the Arts to

Court to Hear Complaint
On Kehler Stadium Lights

By SARAH MCGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The lights may go
out at Kehler Stadium if a legal chal-
lenge from a local resident is success-
ful.

The complaint has been filed by
Greg Kasko under Section 14-12A of
the Westfield Town Code, which states
that there is a “prohibition on the use of
mechanical equipment which makes
loud and disturbing noises.”

The complaint relates to the genera-
tors used to power the temporary lights
on the turf field at Kehler Stadium,
which were approved last month by the
Westfield Board of Education (BOE)

who own the stadium on Rahway Av-
enue.

It was agreed that a pilot program,
allowing Westfield High School and
the town’s soccer and lacrosse associa-
tions to train on the field using lights
powered by generators, should be al-
lowed from Monday to Friday until
mid-May.

No games would be allowed, only
training sessions, and the lights would
be extinguished at 9:40 p.m. each
evening.

BOE President Richard Mattessich
had said the board would be listening
to any complaints from residents and
the program could be halted if it was

considered necessary.
The complaint was filed at the

Westfield Municipal Court but Judge
Brenda Coppola Cuba has recused her-
self from the case and transferred it to
the Mountainside court.

A mediation hearing will be held on
Thursday, April 30, but Mr. Kasko told
The Westfield Leader he is prepared to
take the case to court.

“The only acceptable outcome is to
cease using those generator-driven
lights,” he said.

Mr. Mattessich told The Leader, “The
board hopes that this legal process will
resolve the complaints from all neigh-
bors around Kehler and looks forward
to discussing the outstanding matters
during mediation. Pending completion
of the mediation, the board will not
engage in public comment or e-mail
regarding the pilot but will, of course,
continue to require and facilitate the
remediation of any complaints received
during the remainder of the pilot pro-
gram.”

Westfield Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann said he did not feel it was
appropriate for him to comment as the
field was owned by the board of educa-
tion.

A representative of Westfield Soccer
Association was not available to com-
ment.

Complaints have been voiced by
other residents whose homes back onto
the Kehler field.

Anthony Scaglione has posted film
on You Tube of his, and his neighbors’,
homes as the lights are switched off to
highlight the effect on their homes.

Mr. Scaglione said, “This is not about
the WSA. They are doing the best job
they can working within constraints.
But, having looked at other similar
communities, we believe there will be
an impact on house prices ranging from
10 to 20 percent. The homeowners in


