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Local Letters to the Editor
Reader Presents Satire on

Garwood Property Taxes, Debt
This past Saturday I was at

Garwood’s new $3.2-million plus
Athletic Field Complex or, as we
must now call it, the “Garwood
Sports and Recreation Center” to
take my 2-year old son, James,
to our town’s annual Easter Egg
Hunt. On my way into the AFC (or
GSRC), I had occasion to pass
Garwood’s $6,800 Bocce court—
brand new and funded with tax-
payer dollars, just like the rest of
the facility. It was at that mo-
ment that I finally understood
how Garwood will make its way
out of all the taxes, debt and
spending the new AFC/GSRC has
inflicted on our borough — Bocce!

I am envisioning a Bocce re-
naissance and the Borough of
Garwood as ground zero is this
neglected pastime’s rebirth. We
could develop a marketing plan
for the Bocce court complete with
a tag line like: “Bocce — it’s not
just for your grandfather any-
more!” or “Do you have the balls
to play Bocce?” We could gener-
ate millions of dollars in annual
revenue for our borough by at-
tracting professional, amateur
and semi-pro Bocce leagues to
compete on Garwood’s new tax-
payer-funded field. In this part of
New Jersey alone, there must be
millions, maybe even dozens, of
people chomping at the bit to
improve their Bocce skills. In
addition to selling tickets to spec-
tators and garnering advertising
dollars from Fortune 500 corpo-
rate sponsors, we could charge
fees to vendors of Cannoli,
Espresso, and brown wool sweat-
ers. The possibilities are end-
less!

Of course this is not all good
news. I’ve heard Bocce crowds
can be especially violent and I
fear for the safety of our bor-
ough. I’m especially worried
about turning into just another
Bocce dad, embarrassing my son
on the field. I could just see my
arguing with the Little League
Bocce coach about how my son is
not getting enough Bocce play-
ing time and how I’m tired of
seeing him ride the bench only to
be jeered by another Bocce fa-
ther saying: “Hey, pipe down
Mathieu! You’re just jealous be-
cause my son’s gonna go pro and
your son doesn’t stand a chance!”
Finally, the flood of millions of
dollars of Bocce revenue into our
borough can lead to problems of
its own. But, never fear, I’m sure
Garwood’s Borough Council is up
to the task of spending it and
more!

Jim Mathieu
Garwood GOP Chairman

Garwood Sports and Rec. Complex: If
They Build It, Why Don’t They Come?
For the last two seasons, the

Garwood baseball moms and
dads who stayed faithful to the
Garwood Little League program
traveled back and forth to the
Little League Field in Kenilworth,
waiting for the field to re-open –
while many families have long-
since joined Clark teams. In fact,
my 12-year-old son did not want
to continue playing baseball this
season, but I encouraged him to
do so knowing that the highly
anticipated $3.2-million Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex
would finally be reopened this
spring after two plus years of
construction. I was so excited
that he and his friends would
now have a home field to call
their own.

I received my 5-year-old
daughter’s T-ball schedule a few
weeks ago, and just realized I
hadn’t seen my son’s, who plays
for one of the two “Majors” Base-
ball teams in town (typically 11-
to-13-year-olds: 5th, 6th and 7th
graders). Now I understand why.
In checking his schedule on
leaguelineup.com, I discovered
that all of their games but the
two against the other Garwood
team are being played in
Kenilworth or Springfield this
year!

According to the Kenilworth
Little League, our new field does
not meet the specifications for
the Majors to play on. Initially,
we were told that the field was
not Little League World Series
“regulation size.” Now we’re be-
ing told that our own kids can’t
even play their regular Majors
games on this field.

My husband, a former Little
League coach, and I certainly
appreciate all that the volunteer
coaches do. This, however, is

just another example of poor
planning by the Garwood council
members who pushed this project
through without carefully recon-
sidering the baseball field’s speci-
fications. Last, the fact they
haven’t been forthcoming with
this information as opening day
approaches this Saturday, April
11th, is truly unacceptable.

Tina Simitz
Baseball Mom

Garwood Taxpayer

Garwood Has Benefits of Cranford
And Westfield With Lower Taxes

I am constantly amazed at the
‘factual’ associations that a re-
cent writer makes in letters [to
the editor] geared to scare
Garwood residents about their
property values, foreclosures and
taxes. Such accusations are un-
necessary fear mongering, to-
tally unprofessional, and simply
wrong. Let’s state some true facts
for the record:

There have been a total of 52
foreclosures in Garwood since
2009; the lowest number of any
community in Union County. With
a total county listing of 15,928
foreclosures within this time,
Garwood’s number is proof of its
stability, not of reckless spend-
ing. With 1,778 households in
Garwood, 52 units in foreclosure
represents 2.9 percent of
Garwood’s houses. While 1 is too
many, 2.9 percent is within mar-
ket expectations.

The high number of foreclo-
sures in the county and nation is
not due to local taxes. The big
banks that created our national
recession also created the rise in
the foreclosure market due to

their extension of loans to buy-
ers who simply did not have the
requisite capital to buy homes.
The federal government bailed
these corporations out of their
bankruptcies because they were
‘too big to fail’; but the ‘buyers’
to whom these money launder-
ers sold their houses had no such
‘Sugar Daddy’ and were left hold-
ing the bag. They simply could
not make their payments.

Residential properties go on the
market for many reasons – di-
vorce, people’s need for a
smaller/larger home due to life
changes, homeowner’s death, job
offers, etc; taxes are NOT the
main reason. Garwood does not
have the lowest taxes in Union
County; we are in the middle of
the pack. But, if high taxes were
the big reason for home sales,
one would expect that we would
have far more properties for sale
than we do.

A total of 19 houses for sale is
not a high number; it is a stan-
dard number. In 2014, 36 houses
were sold/purchased town wide.
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tion to vote on the tree, and
Mayor Kalnins said no.

During committee comments,
Mr. Hannen said he believed a
“pool code fence” would protect
from people climbing the fence.
He also read lines from The Giv-
ing Tree by Shel Silverstein.

Those committee members who
voted to cut down the tree said
any risk of a tree branch falling
on someone was too great a risk.

Some events coming up in-
clude a mold removal workshop
at the community center on Sat-
urday, June 6 from 10 a.m. to
noon, the mayor announced. Pre-
register can be done by calling
(908) 518-5620 or by sending
an e-mail to uchealth@ucnj.org.
The conservation center is ac-
cepting scrap metal on certain
days, see cranford.com/town-
ship for details.

Mayor Kalnins announced that
Cranford was chosen as the
state location for the remem-
brance ceremony of victims of
the Holocaust to be held at the
Hillside Avenue School on
Wednesday, April 22 at 7 p.m.
The week of April 12 to April 19
was proclaimed the week of
remembrance in Cranford.
“…The community should work
to promote human dignity and
confront hate…,” the procla-
mation read.

Prior to the official meeting,
during the conference session,
the committee approved the use
of the township’s right-of-way
for a homeowner at 21 Norman
Place, across the street from
Cranford High School, to install
a six-foot high fence. The owner
of the property, Nicolas Frantzen,
said after the encroachment
there would remain 11 feet of
property to the curb. Mr.
Frantzen will next go before the
zoning board for approval.

Old Peppy Supporters
Come Out for Stand

Probitas Verus Honos


