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CRANFORD — More than a
dozen members of the public
came out Tuesday night at the
township committee official
meeting to voice their comments
on the committee’s decision to
cut down Old Peppy, the over
200-year-old Pepperidge tree
that symbolizes Cranford’s heri-
tage. The new fire chief for
Cranford was also announced.

Captain Daniel Czeh was pro-
moted to fire chief. He has served
some 20 years on the Cranford
Fire Department, Commissioner
Mary O’Connor told The Westfield
Leader. “He is a very solid choice,”
she said.

Last year, the township com-
mittee had two companies as-
sess Old Peppy. In six years,
about nine assessments were
done. Old Peppy had lost a large
limb, which has started the pro-
cess of assessment of the tree’s
health.

Neil Hendrickson, Northeast
Technical Researcher for Bartlett
Tree Service, said his findings
stated in his report to the town-
ship last year were based on the
aboriculture industry standard
methodology, TRAQ, Tree Risk
Assessment Qualification. He
stated that Maser Consulting’s
report conducted last year did
not use this method. To compare
the two reports are like compar-
ing “apples and oranges,” he said.

In Mr. Hendrickson’s assess-
ment, he said the likelihood of
failure of branches of the tree
were possible to probable and
the likelihood of a branch strik-
ing a person was low. He said a
fence that would encircle the tree
along its drip line would prevent
any fallen branches from hitting
a pedestrian. He did not believe
the tree would fall over.

Whereas, Gustav DeBlasio, a
landscape architect with Maser
Consulting who also did an as-
sessment last year, said he be-

lieved the tree could fall over
because he said the tree is “se-
verely unbalanced because of the
loss of the canopy.” He said the
cabling done to the tree “didn’t
work.”

Mr. Hendrickson said he would
not recommend cutting down the
tree. Mr. DeBlasio said he rec-
ommended cutting the tree down
because he cited the tree as a
safety hazard.

“We’d like to save this tree…but
I would never pass a park with
this tree in it. … No fence is going
to hold a 12-inch limb in that
fence...they will bounce 25 feet,”
Mr. DeBlasio said.

“Failure occurs when load ex-
ceeds strength…It has survived
Sandy,” Mr. Hendrickson said.

“It is up to us to decide how
much risk is acceptable,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said.

“To achieve the level of risk
people are comfortable with, the
suburbs would look like a pool
table,” Mr. Hendrickson replied.

Jim Nichnadowicz, a resident of
Adams Avenue and the chairman
of the Union County Shade Tree
Advisory Board, said Old Peppy
“is on the New Jersey list of big
trees.” He agreed that putting a
fence around the tree would make
it safe should branches fall. He
compared it to putting up a fence
around a baseball field or the
Garden State Parkway to protect
pedestrians.

Barbara Krause, a member of
the tree advisory board in Cran-
ford, said there had been many
reports conducted over six years’
time, and the township had not
taken any action to care for the
tree or accept donations to care
for the tree.

“There are offers of a fence to
be donated. So why not keep
Peppy?” Mrs. Krause asked the
committee.

She also said she thought
Maser’s report had “exaggerated
the negative aspects” of the tree.

Fran Drew of Chatham, who
previously lived in Cranford, said,
“Every healthy tree should be
valued and protected.”

Bill Curtis, a member of the
Cranford Historical Society, said,
“No one has taken any steps to
patch it,” referring to a hole in
the tree.

“I wish this were a little more
democratic,” Mr. Curtis con-
cluded. “It seems very cut and
dry.”

Commissioner Tom Hannen, Jr.
asked Mayor Andis Kalnins if he
would reconsider another mo-

CRANFORD — The Interfaith
Human Relations Committee of
the Cranford Clergy Council, in
partnership with the Cranford
Public Schools and St. Michael
School, will host a Holocaust
Day of Remembrance on
Wednesday, April 22. It will be-
gin at 7 p.m. in the auditorium
at Orange Avenue School, lo-
cated at 901 Orange Avenue,
Cranford.

The event has been conducted
by the Clergy Council for 21
years, the Cranford Public
Schools and St. Michael School
for 12 years, and the commu-
nity for four years. In 2012 the
organizations recognized the
value in combining and creating
a single joint venture program.

This year, the New Jersey Com-
mission on Holocaust Education
has granted Cranford the honor
of being the New Jersey state-
wide site for the Holocaust Day
of Remembrance.

While the adults play a role in
the organization and details of
the project, it is the students
who participate in the program.

“The students from the high
school, the students from the
eighth grade at Hillside [Avenue
School] and Orange [Avenue
School] and the eighth-grade
students from St. Michael all
work together to present the
program based on whatever the
current day of remembrance
theme is…it is truly a community
event for the students,” said
Judith Podbelski, supervisor of
Social Studies and Business Man-
agement and Information Sys-
tems for the Cranford Public
Schools and a member of the
planning committee.

This year, the theme is “Lib-
eration: Are We Truly Free?” as
set forth by the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Bernard Schanzer, chair-
man of the Trinitas Hospital Neu-
rology Department, and his twin
brother, Henry, will speak about
their time during the Holocaust
hiding from the Nazis on the
Bonhomme family farm in Saint-
Etienne, France.

Dr. Paul Winkler, executive di-
rector of the New Jersey Com-
mission on Holocaust Education,
also will speak at the event. St.
Michael’s students will share po-
etry written especially for this
event. The Cranford High School
Concert Choir and Academy
Dancers will perform.

The Interfaith Human Relations
Committee of the Cranford
Clergy Council consists of mem-
bers from all houses of worship
in Cranford and the Osceola
Church in Clark.

For more information about this
event, contact Cindy Hannen at
cindy@patwin.com or (908) 272-
9133.

Old Peppy Supporters Come Out for Last Stand

‘Rosie the Riveter’
To Speak to Club

CRANFORD — “Rosie the Riv-
eter,” a popular American cul-
tural icon, will be the guest
speaker at the Wednesday, April
15 meeting of the Wednesday
Morning Club. She will appear at
2 p.m. at Il Giardino, located at
103 Miln Street, Cranford.

In times of war, women have
been called upon to take on tasks
traditionally considered men’s
work and have shown themselves
more than equal to the chal-
lenge. Even more difficult for
these women has been returning
to traditionally female roles once
the men come home. Rosie has
symbolized women’s ability to
rise to both types of challenges.

The public is welcome to attend
this free event, which is funded
by the Horizons Speakers Bu-
reau of the New Jersey Council
for the Humanities, a state part-
ner of the National Endowment
for the Humanities.

Club members are invited to
arrive at 1 p.m. for a brief busi-
ness meeting and lunch. Co-
Presidents Dot Conheeney and
Barbara Jackson will preside at
the business meeting.
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Cranford High School
Presents Fashion Show
CRANFORD – The Cranford High

School Class of 2015 will host
“Garden State Exit 2015” Fash-
ion Show on Friday, April 17 at
7:30 p.m. in the Cranford High
School Auditorium located at 201
West End Place.

This season’s prom dresses and
tuxedos modeled by Cranford
High School Seniors while enjoy-
ing the sights and sounds of New
Jersey.

Tickets are $10 and can be
purchased in advance from a par-
ticipating Cranford High School
Senior or at the Cranford High
School library. Tickets will be
available the night of the event
at the auditorium box office. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Cranford
High School Project Graduation.
All are welcome.

Probitas Verus Honos

Cranford to Be Site April 22
For Holocaust Remembrance


