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Effective defense allowed the
Cranford High School boys la-
crosse team’s offense to do its
thing en route to a much coveted
12-4 victory over local rival
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on April
1. Richie Hurley scored five goals
and Mark Christiano added two
goals and three assists for the
Cougars, who soared to a 6-1
lead at the half. The win served
notice to the Raiders and anyone
else who may be interested that
the Cougars (3-0) are likely to be
a force this season.

“We are trying to work on our
fundamentals right now,” said
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Head
Coach Nick Micelli. “We are cre-
ating a lot of self inflicted wounds.
We are not picking up ground

balls. We are not catching the
ball well. But I’ll tell you a lot of
credit today has to go to Cranford.
I think they have got a really
strong team going this year. Their
midfielder group is phenomenal.”

The Raiders, now 0-3 on the
season, could never get
untracked offensively in the
game. After Hurley scored less
than two minutes into the game,
the Raiders answered with a goal
by Joe Griffith at 6:40 to tie the
contest, 1-1. But that would be
all the Cranford defense would
allow in the first half. The Cougar
offense meanwhile was not fin-
ished.

A shot by Mark Pawlick found its
way into the back of the Raiders’
net with 3:26 remaining in the
opening quarter giving Cranford
a 2-1 lead. In the second quar-
ter, Mark Christiano and Mike

Palumbo scored goals within the
first six minutes to increase the
Cougar lead to 4-1. The Cougars
then put real distance between
themselves and the visitors with
a pair of quick strikes by Hurley in
the final two minutes of the half.
Hurley scored on goals just seven
seconds apart at 1:26 and 1:19
to give Cranford a 6-1 lead at the
break.

So thorough was the Cougar
defensive effort that the Raiders
managed just one shot on goal in
the entire second quarter of play.

“Possession is always the key
to winning these games,” said
Cranford Head Coach Al Reinoso.
“In the first quarter both teams
got good looks at the net, but
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from the second quarter forward,
we really did a good job in limit-
ing their shots. That second quar-
ter was great. We only gave up
one shot attempt, which is some-
thing you really have to appreci-
ate.”

The Raiders made their only
move of the game in the first
three minutes of the third quar-
ter, sandwiching a pair of goals
by Jack Gerrity and Scott Nizolak
around one scored by Hurley.
This pulled the Raiders to within
7-3 with over nine minutes re-
maining in the third quarter. But
the Cranford defense remained
the dominant force in the game
holding the Raiders scoreless for
the next 18 minutes.

The Cranford offense, mean-
while, scored four more goals to
extend out to an 11-3 lead be-
fore coasting to victory.

“Rich Hurley had the hot hand
today,” said Reinoso. “He is very
slick and elusive around the net.
The Christianos, Mark and Luke,
really controlled the game be-
tween the boxes for us.”

The game marked the second
annual meeting of the two schools
as they played for Cole’s Cup,
named for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
goaltender Cole Weber, who was
diagnosed in 2012 with a form of
lymphoma. Last season’s inau-
gural match was won by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood. After missing an
entire season, Weber has re-
turned to the varsity lineup and
started against Cranford record-
ing 12 saves in defeat.

“The game was started last sea-
son as a way of honoring athletes
and kids who have battled back
from illness,” said Micelli.
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