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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Just about every type of situa-
tion in a baseball game that could
happen did happen in Westfield
on April 2, but in the end, the
visiting Cranford High School
Cougars executed some effec-
tive base running and got a ma-
jor multiple run-saving catch from
centerfielder Pat Knight to hold
off the Blue Devils, 7-5, in each
team’s second regular season
game.

With the Cougars leading 7-5 in
the bottom of the sixth inning,
the Blue Devils had two runners

in scoring position with two outs
and Mike Friel launched a shot to
deep center forcing Knight to
sprint to his right and make a
diving snag just before the ball
hit the turf.

“I got a pretty good read off of
that. I knew I was going to track
it down and luckily I came up with
it,” Knight said.

“It felt good off the bat. I thought
I had a hit at first then Pat Knight,
he’s a great centerfielder on the
other team, made a great catch,”
Friel said. “There’s nothing you
can do. Great catch!”

“Pat made a great play. He

totally dove for the ball fully ex-
tended. He made a great catch.
It was a key part of the game,”
Cougar Head Coach Dennis
McCaffrey said.

Despite the great catch, Friel
still had a good afternoon with a
double in the second inning and a
single in the fourth, while scoring
after both hits.

“He hung me a curve ball and I
just jumped on it. He left it right
inside. I hit it off the barrel. I
didn’t even look, just ran,” Friel
said of his double.

Friel also had an RBI single the
day before in the season opener
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

“I’m a little early in finding my
zone. I am seeing the ball well off
the plate,” he said.

A bit of the early season crazi-
ness began in the top of the first
inning when Cougar leadoff bat-
ter Ryan Bakie rolled a grounder
to second that was overthrown
then Joe Norton’s grounder to
shortstop was muffed. Norton
stole second setting up Knight’s
big opportunity and he came
through with a two-run single.

“Their pitcher, Ben Herbster, I
play with him on our summer
team. I knew he was probably
coming with a fastball and I drove
it up the middle,” Knight said.

Knight then stole second and
third, before Herbster managed
to fan the next two batters and
get the next one to ground out
for the third out.

The next bit of craziness hap-
pened in the second inning. Cou-
gar Chris Szerkes walked and
Liam Duffy became the first of

four batters to be hit by a pitch —
two Cougars, two Blue Devils.
Szerkes was then caught in a
rundown for the second out. Bakie
stepped to the plate. Duffy’s pinch
runner, Garrett Forrestal, at-
tempted to steal third as Blue
Devil catcher Devin Anderson
tried to gun him down, but Bakie
was called for interfering with
the play for the third out.

The Blue Devil second began
with Friel’s leadoff double to left.
Colin Dursee’s sacrifice bunt
moved him to third then Mike
Tivinan tapped a slow roller half-
way to third that allowed Friel to
score.

Cougar starting pitcher Vince
Genova ran into a little bit of
trouble in the third.
Dan DoCampo reached first safely
on a throwing error. Matt
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