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    Choral Arts Society of NJ Offers
New Take on Vivaldi MasterpieceBrownbag Organ Recitals

Continue at Westfield FUMC WESTFIELD – Denville native
Martin Sedek, conductor and music
director of Choral Art Society of NJ,
has composed a new work based on
the sonnets that inspired Vivaldi’s
famous string concerto The Four Sea-
sons. The innovative work features
choral settings of these sonnets (which
Vivaldi himself wrote), using some of
Vivaldi’s themes in a wholly modern
yet accessible style and creating a
unique re-imagining of this famous
and familiar work. This exciting new
choral work will be premiered at
Choral Art Society’s highly antici-
pated concert on Saturday, May 2 at 8
p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

Mr. Sedek grew up in Denville and
attended Morris Knolls High School
(class of 2004), where he frequently
performed in plays, musicals, and
concerts. He went on to study music
at Boston’s prestigious Berklee Col-
lege of Music, returning to NJ to
pursue his master’s degree in music at
Montclair State University, where he
subsequently joined the choral and

theory faculty. While continuing to
teach at Montclair State, he currently
is also pursuing his doctorate in mu-
sic at Rutgers University. Sedek has

received numerous composition
awards, also studying with several
notable conductors. His compositions
for choir are performed across the
country and in Europe.

In 2012, Mr. Sedek was appointed
conductor and music director of Cho-
ral Art Society of NJ, a community
chorus based in Westfield that spe-
cializes in performances of the great

masterpieces of the classical litera-
ture, performing two concerts each
year. Sedek has brought innovative
programming ideas to the
ensemble’s performances, includ-
ing the celebration of illustrious
composer Vivaldi at the upcoming
May concert. The world premiere
of Sedek’s modern recreation of The
Four Seasons, featuring violin so-
loist Leslie Parker and soprano
Eileen Cooper, will be paired with
Vivaldi’s popular Gloria, performed
with string orchestra and Baroque
ensemble. Fans of classical music
are sure to enjoy a unique and memo-
rable evening of music.

Tickets to the Saturday, May 2 con-
cert are $15 to $20 at the door. For
more information call (908) 654-5737,
or go to www.casofnj.org.  Funding
has been made possible in part by the
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts, through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.

A NEW SEASON...New Jersey native Martin Sedek, conductor and music director of Choral Art Society of New Jersey, has
composed a new work based on the sonnets that inspired Vivaldi’s famous string concerto The Four Seasons,  featuring violin
soloist Leslie Parker and soprano Eileen Cooper, will be paired with Vivaldi’s popular Gloria, performed with string
orchestra and Baroque ensemble. Maestro Sedek's innovative work features choral settings of these sonnets (which Vivaldi
himself wrote), using some of Vivaldi’s themes in a wholly modern yet accessible style and creating a unique re-imagining
of this famous and familiar work.

Conductor Martin Sedek

Westfield Community Band
Announces Spring Concert

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Westfield
Community Concert band will present
its annual Spring Concert on Sunday,
April 26 at 2 p.m. at a special venue,
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Auditorium, 667 Westfield
Road in Scotch Plains. Dr. Thomas
Connors, music director of the band,
has prepared a program which is high-
lighted by classical and contempo-
rary selections that are among the
most successful compositions for their
respective composers.

“Canzona”, by Peter Menin, was
composed in 1954 and published for
sale in 1958 by Carl Fischer. It re-
mains a standard in the core reper-
toire of wind band/ensemble litera-
ture.  This composition weaves to-
gether two themes, connecting them
with three independent musical ideas,
punctuated with a unifying chorale.

Originally entitled “Clog Dance”,
Percy Grainger’s 1911 composition

“Handel in the Strand” was so named
at the suggestion of a friend, because
the music seemed to reflect both the
composer George Frederick Handel
and English music comedy. The com-
position invokes the image of Handel
careening down the Strand in London
to the strains of “modern” English
popular music.

Finnish Composer Jean Sibelius
achieved his greatest popularity with
“Valse Triste”, meaning “sad waltz”,
which he composed in 1903 for a play
called Death.  “Valse Triste” was com-
pleted just before the premiere of Death.
A few months later, Sibelius was forced
to sell “Valse Triste” at a low price due
to a lack of money. A couple of years
later the work was world-famous.

Austrian Composer, Johann Strauss,
II, wrote “Die Fledermaus”, his most
famous operetta, in 1874.  This eight-
minute overture is packed full of famil-
iar tunes from start to finish, all of

which end up appearing during the
course of the action that follows in the
operetta, which became a it a sure-fire
hit, and ensured that Strauss was in-
spired to go on and write operetta after
operetta over the next twenty-five years.

Prelude from “Richard III”, com-
posed by William Walton, is from the
movie score to the 1955 film of the
same name, which was produced and
directed  by Laurence Olivier and also
starred Olivier in the leading role as
Richard III.

“Chorale and Shaker Dance”  by
American composer John Zdechlik, was
written in 1971.  This composition com-
bines a simple chorale theme, intro-
duced by the woodwinds, with varia-
tions of the well- known Shaker Hymn
“Simple Gifts.”

Concluding the concert will be the
concert march, “March Grandioso”
by Roland Seitz, Roland F. Seitz, a
native of Pennsylvania, published
nearly fifty of his own marches. March
“Grandioso” incorporates a theme
from Franz Liszt’s 14th Hungarian
Rhapsody. Sousa, when conducting
the University of Pennsylvania band
in a march that Seitz wrote, called that
march one of the best compositions he
had ever conducted.

The band, in its 103rd concert sea-
son, will be appearing in a joint con-
cert with the Ridgewood Concert Band
on Friday, May 8. The band will also
be featured in a Memorial Eve Con-
cert at the Fanwood Train Station Park,
at the Memorial Day Parades in
Westfield and Scotch Plains, and at the
band’s celebrated Summer Concert
Series on Thursdays, June 25, July 2,
9 and 16 in Mindowaskin Park in
Westfield.

The Westfield Community Concert
Band welcomes experienced area mu-
sicians to inquire about joining the
band by contacting Barry Rosenberg,
band president, at (732) 356-9400 or
by email at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:15 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in
the community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building, 425
East Broad Street, and performs
throughout the year.

 WESTFIELD – Celebrating Easter,
Passover and the advent of Spring
warmth has been a tradition for many
years in countries the world over. And
so it will be at the First United Method-
ist Church, One East Broad Street in
Westfield, as a new series of Wednes-
day noon time brownbag concerts will
begin on Wednesday, April 15, and
continuing on Wednesdays, April 29,
May 13 and 27.

Members of all faiths, shoppers, and
those working or visiting in downtown
Westfield are invited to take a lunch
break while being serenaded by great
music to be performed on two pipe
organs: the 56 rank 1959 Æolian-Skin-
ner chancel organ and the 1974 rear
gallery 12 rank Möller antiphonal or-
gan. Listeners are in for a special "ste-
reo" treat as both organs are simulta-
neously played. Those attending are
invited to bring a snack and munch a
lunch with us. Bottled water will be
provided.

Jonathan Evers, FUMC organist and

music director has announced that these
mini-concerts will take place in the
church's large and beautiful sanctuary
when music performed on various dates
will be from the pens of J. S. Bach,
Marcel Dupré, Garth Edmundson,
Charles-Marie Widor, François
Couperin, Jeanne Marie-Madeleine
Demessieux, Caésar Franck, Johannes
Brahms and Harald Heilmann.

Notable works will include Bach's
chorale "Komm Heiliger Geist,"
Dupré's "Te Deum, Op. 43," Franck's "
Prelude, Fugue and Variations," Widor's
"Toccata from the Fifth Organ Sym-
phony," and selections from Garth
Edmundson's " Vom Himmel Hoch,"
and Heilmann's organ partita "Christ ist
erstanden."

These recitals are free. However, a
suggested donation of $8 or more will
be graciously accepted to help fund the
chancel organ restoration project. Park-
ing is available in the church lot adja-
cent to Ferris Place. The church and
sanctuary are handicap accessible.

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS $185 PP
PRIVATE SPONSOR TICKETS $250 PP*

PRIVATE SPONSOR TABLE $2500* (10 SEATS)
CORPORATE SPONSOR TABLE $3500* (10 SEATS)

* includes acknowledgement in program

Individual and Corporate underwriting 
opportunities available.

FOR RESERVATIONS 
AND INFORMATION 
CALL 908-232-9400

COME CELEBRATE THE ARTS! 

This invitation to the community has been made possible 
through the generous support of  

NJFO Board Member DAVID BADERTSCHER

We, the Board of Trustees of New Jersey Festival Orchestra, 
cordially invite you to put on your dancing shoes and join us 
for an enchanting evening of gourmet dining, music, dancing, 
and fabulous auctions offering unique goods and experiences! 

All proceeds to benefit your New Jersey Festival Orchestra.


