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The Westfield Memorial Library presents 
A Poetry workshop with Poet Richard 

Morgan: Learn to write, edit and publish 
your own poetry  

on Saturday, April 18 at 10:30 am 

It’s your Library … make the most of it 

   
Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 
and click on the Calendar link, or 

call 908.789.4090 option 0. 
It’s your Library … make the most of it 
550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

April is national Poetry Month! Learn 
how to create, edit, and publish your 
own poems. Poet Richard Morgan 
will present tips and guidelines from 
the writing stage to publishing, par-
ticularly self-publishing. He will use 
examples from his own books of po-
etry, including I Am Sea Glass which 
is illustrated with his wife's stunning 
watercolors. He has also writen Sea 

Glass People--Portraits in Words and Watercolors, Sea Glass 
Soul--Invisible Colors and, Hebrew Lessons--Poems from My 
Jewish Heart. Richard is a regular contributor to “Echoes of LBI 
Magazine” and has been published in “The Sandpiper (L.B.I.)” 

THEATREFEST WINNERS...Roosevelt Intermediate School students from
Westfield earned top awards at the New Jersey Drama and Forensics League
Theatrefest held at Chatham Middle School on March 21. With 60 students
competing from five schools in the state, the 11 eighth grade drama students from
Roosevelt competed in four different events and captured the following recogni-
tions: 1st Place Sofia Toglia-Comedic Monologue; 2nd Place-Alison Brown-
Comedic Monologue; 1st Place-Sarah Laide and Sofia Lemberg-Comedic Pair;
2nd Place-Brianna Hatch-Dramatic Monologue; 3rd Place-Emma Hamilton-
Dramatic Monologue; 1st Place-Rachel Hamelburg and Julia Sackett-Dramatic
Pair; 2nd Place-Emma Downer and Mary Joy Sidom–Dramatic Pair. Pictured are
(top row from left): Brianna Hatch, Rachel Hamelburg, Alison Brown, Emma
Hamilton, and Megan Cassiba, and (first row from left): Mary Joy Sidhom, Sofi
Toglia, Sarah Laide, Julia Sackett, Emma Downer and Sofia Lemberg. Kimberly
Jonny, who accompanied the students, is the Public Speaking/Drama teacher at
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

Junior Musical Club to
Hold Auditions on April 19

JUNIOR MUSICIANS...The Chamber Orchestra of the Junior Musical Club
performed Vignette, a world premiere composed by James Chu of Westfield, at its
Centennial Ensemble Concert on March 25.

Potters Guild Hosts Annual
Pottery Festival and Sale

SPF Arts Association
Holds Annual Art Show

NOTABLE CARS FOR NOTABLE HOMES...In addition to four magnificent
residences, specialty cars from across the decades will be presented at the 2015
Tour of Notable Homes on May 9th to benefit the NJ Festival Orchestra. This 75-
year-old Cadillac 60 Special is one-of-a-kind built for the president of General
Motors. Also on display are a fully restored Pro-Touring Plymouth Barracuda, a
limited edition Ferrari F430 Scuderia and an award-winning all-electric Tesla
Model S. The Home Tour also features live music, refreshments, a Mother’s Day
plant sale, local vendor tastings and luxury raffles, including a ticketed chance to
win a Tesla for the day. For tickets and information go to
www.njfestivalorchestra.org. Tickets can also be purchased at the following area
stores: Baron’s Family Pharmacy, Westfield; The Town Book Store, Westfield;
Christoffer’s Flowers and Gifts, Mountainside; Norman’s Hallmark, Fanwood,
and Periwinkles, Cranford.

 WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club, a club consisting of eighth
grade and high school students from
Westfield and nearby towns, is cel-
ebrating its Centennial in 2015. On
March 25, the Club presented its Cen-
tennial Ensemble Concert.  The Club's
Chamber Orchestra presented Vi-
gnette, a world premiere piece by
James Chu, a former club member
from Westfield, and now a graduate
student in composition at Peabody
Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins
University in Baltimore. Other pieces
performed as duets or trios ranged
over the most popular music of the
past 300 years, with composers such
as Handel and Haydn from the Clas-
sical period, through MacDowell and
Rachmaninoff of the Romantic era,
on to Barber and Luo Xiao Ping of the
Global age, and, from the new millen-
nium, the late Raymond Wojcik, a
Westfield High School teacher and
conductor, and Paige Busse, a
Westfield student and a current mem-
ber of the Junior Musical Club.

The club holds meetings once each
month on Sunday evening at the
homes of various club members. Each
meeting consists of discussions about
future concerts or events, and club
members perform some of their cur-
rent repertoire for one another. The
club holds two concerts each year at
the First Baptist Church of Westfield,

open to the public and free of charge.
The Ensemble Concert presents all
club members in duets and group
performances; on Thursday, June 11
at 7 p.m., the high school senior mem-
bers will perform solo pieces in their
Graduation Recital.  Club members
also perform at senior citizen centers
and play chamber solos and duets
during the Tour of Notable Homes for
the New Jersey Festival Orchestra,
Saturday, May 9.

Teen-aged instrumental and vocal
musicians, from Eighth Grade through
High School, may audition to join the
club on Sunday, April 19, between 5
and 7 p.m.; the exact time of the
audition will be set after the candi-
date submits an application via email
to juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.
The venue will be the home of Beverly
Shea, Senior Advisor to the Club,
2121 Princeton Avenue in Scotch
Plains. The candidate must perform
two pieces in contrasting styles. Total
playing time should be five to eight
minutes in length. Auditioners are
encouraged to perform some portion
of a piece from memory. If a musician
needs an accompanist, the applicant
is expected to provide one.  To obtain
an audition form and/or to request the
name of a possible accompanist, the
musician may call Dan Zheng (908)
889-1851 or email
juniormusicalclub@gmail.com.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters
Guild of New Jersey will host its
Annual Spring Pottery Festival and
Sale of functional and sculptural ce-
ramics at the Community Presbyte-
rian Church, at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside (corner of Deer Path
and Meeting House Lane) on Satur-
day, April 25 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Sunday, April 26 from noon to 5
p.m. Showcasing American art made
by more than 40 exhibiting artists
across the state, the sale will offer a
chance to meet the makers.

The Potters Guild of New Jersey
connects people to contemporary art,
craft, and design in ways that edu-
cate, challenge, and inspire. Avail-
able for sale will be a fabulous selec-
tion of vases, wall pieces, pitchers,
teapots, platters, casseroles, raku and
pit-fired vessels in varying colors and

styles, and one-of-a-kind sculptures
and decorative ceramic objects.

The show is the perfect place to
find a unique item or gift for any
occasion. Admission is free, and ma-
jor credit cards are accepted. For
more information go to
www.pottersguildnj.org or contact
Judy Musicant on (908) 233-1633 or
at judymusicant@verizon.net

The Potters Guild of New Jersey
was founded in 1987 to promote the
free exchange of knowledge in sup-
port of the creative endeavors of New
Jersey’s ceramic artists. The Guild’s
membership is comprised of over 100
individuals and it is growing.  It in-
cludes professional and recreational
potters, clay artists, educators, and
students. The guild is a dynamic,
member-driven organization that
meets on a monthly basis.

For Art’s Sake Fundraiser
Raises Support for Arts Edu.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Fanwood Arts Association
(SPFAA) presents the 49th Annual
Members’ Show and Sale on Satur-
day, April 11 to Friday, May 1. The
show is at the Scotch Plains Library,
downstairs gallery, 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, Scotch Plains. A reception will
be held on Saturday, April 11 from 2
to 4 p.m. Awards will  be presented at
3 p.m. You do not have to be a mem-
ber of SPFAA to exhibit. Art work can
be dropped off Wednesday, April 8
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.  and Thursday
evening 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Other SPFAA events include a Plein
Aire demonstration by Dannielle
Mick, Sunday, May 3,  from 1 to 3
p.m. Join the award-winning artist for
an unforgettable afternoon of paint-
ing pastel at Brookside Park.
Brookside Park has a multitude of
scenic settings for this plein aire ad-
venture. Ms. Mick has developed a
unique approach to painting on loca-
tion after years of experience. She
will cover the changing light, value,
composition and learning to edit the

panoramic view while selecting the
focal point. Her website can be found
at: www.danniellemick.com.
Brookside Park is located in Scotch
Plains, 1255 Hetfield Ave.

SPFAA meets the first Sunday of
the month from September thru June,
at 1 p.m. Meetings are held at the
Scotch Hills Country Club, 820
Jerusalem Road, Scotch Plains.

Classes are free for members.
Guests pay $5 at the door.

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association is a group of fine artists,
crafters, photographers and sculptors
forming a social group to express and
enjoy their talents. All are welcome
who want to use their creative skills
to share, appreciate and grow with
others. A main goal of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Arts Association is
the integration of the arts into daily
life. We strive to achieve this through
informative demonstrations, discus-
sions and group trips. Please visit the
SPFAA website at SPFAA.net or call
Sandra Cerchio, President, at (908)
868-8909.

Premiere Stages at Kean
Presents Plays by People

UNION – Premiere Stages at Kean
University, in partnership with the
Matheny Medical and Educational
Center, presented Plays by People,
an evening of original works by the
talented playwrights of Matheny’s
Arts Access Program, on March 28
at the Robert Schonhorn Arts Center
in Peapack. The free event, presented
as part of the New Jersey Theatre
Alliance’s annual Stages Festival,
featured staged readings of six short
plays written by Arts Access play-
wrights and performed by profes-
sional actors. The playwrights – all
adults with medically complex de-
velopmental disabilities – were an
integral part of the staging process,
offering direct feedback to the ac-
tors on how to best present their
written work, and in some cases ap-
pearing in the plays themselves. The
plays presented were In a Box by
Natalia Manning, Angels in Heaven
by Jessica Evans, Jeff and Marie by
Amanda Kochell, Tatianna’s Play by
Tatyana Manousakis, Search for the
Sun by Cheryl Chapin, and Bear
Play by Cindy Shanks.

“Premiere Stages is honored to be
a part of the innovative Arts Access
Program. Having the opportunity to
engage these remarkable playwrights
and help bring their plays to life is an
extremely rewarding experience,”
stated John J. Wooten, producing
artistic director of Premiere Stages.

"I've been working at Arts Access
for the past five years, and in that
time I've worked with a lot of outside
artists, and I can tell you from expe-
rience, not everyone is cut out to
work alongside artists with disabili-
ties,” said Burt Brooks, the Perform-
ing Arts Coordinator for Matheny’s
Arts Access Program. “It takes re-
spect, compassion, humility, and pro-
fessionalism. The troupe from Pre-
miere Stages at Kean University had
all these qualities and more."

The Matheny Medical and Educa-
tional Center is a special hospital for
children and adults with medically
complex developmental disabilities.
As a comprehensive medical center,
a special education school and teach-
ing hospital, Matheny is designed to
meet the needs of persons with all
types of disabilities. The Arts Ac-
cess Program, founded at Matheny
in 1993, offers opportunities for un-
limited self-expression in the arts.
Through the use of Arts Access’ spe-
cialized communication and choice
systems, the world of the artist with
disabilities becomes unlimited and
rich with creative possibilities. For
more information, please visit
www.artsaccessprogram.org or
www.matheny.org.

The partnership between Premiere
Stages and Matheny’s Arts Access
Program was facilitated by the New
Jersey Theatre Alliance, which pre-
sented its statewide Stages Festival
throughout March. Founded in 1981,
the New Jersey Theatre Alliance is
the first statewide organization for
professional, not-for-profit theatre
companies in the United States, and
is a leader in developing model pro-
grams that foster collaboration, co-
operation and audience develop-
ment. The Alliance provides mem-
ber theatres and arts patrons a wide
range of supportive services and pro-
grams, assists member theatres in
their growth and development – as
well as in the promotion of their
programs – helping them reach their
full potential. For arts patrons, the
Alliance provides a variety of ser-
vices to enhance their theatre-going
experience.

“Plays by People captured the es-
sence of New Jersey Theatre
Alliance's work and vision: to culti-
vate professional theatre in New Jer-
sey and create opportunities for the
public to participate in theatre, re-
gardless of their limitations,” said
Robert Carr, the New Jersey Theatre
Alliance’s Director of Programs and
Services. “Plays by People matched
the professional artists of Premiere
Stages with the emerging artists of

Matheny's Arts Access Program to
create a moving production as well
as an inventive addition to our an-
nual Stages Festival. We look for-
ward to helping this collaboration
grow, as part of The Stages Festival
and beyond.”

The New Jersey Theatre Alliance’s
Stages Festival offers over 100 per-
formances, workshops, classes, and
events at the state’s professional the-
atres, performing arts centers, librar-
ies, schools, senior centers, muse-
ums and other community venues.
The program was developed to en-
courage New Jersey’s residents to
attend their local professional the-
atres by making the experience af-
fordable, accessible, and fun.  Since
its inception 18 years ago, the pro-
gram has served over 90,000 people.

The Stages Festival is made pos-
sible in part by funds from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, a
Partner Agency of the National En-
dowment for the Arts.  Additional
program sponsors are Bank of
America, The Horizon Foundation
for New Jersey, The Blanche and
Irving Laurie Foundation, PSE&G
Foundation, and The Smart Family
Foundation. Additional program sup-
port has been provided by The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation,
Prudential Foundation, F.M. Kirby
Foundation, Springpoint Senior Liv-
ing Foundation, and The George A.
Ohl, Jr. Trust Foundation. For more
information on the Stages Festival,
please visit
www.njtheatrealliance.org or
www.stagesfestival.org.

The Premiere Play Factory,
Premiere’s educational umbrella, en-
compasses a variety of programming,
including in-school and community-
based playwriting residencies for all
ages; Camp Premiere, a summer the-
atre camp for middle and high school
students; and the Play Factory Per-
formance Series, an annual summer
performance series featuring dy-
namic, professional theatre presen-
tations designed specifically for
young audiences. Please call (908)
737-4092 for more information re-
garding the Premiere Play Factory
or visit Premiere Stages online at
www.kean.edu/premierestages.

Premiere Stages is made possible
in part through funding from The
New Jersey State Council on the Arts,
The Shubert Foundation, The
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The
Northfield Bank Foundation, The
New Jersey Historical Commission,
The Provident Bank Foundation, The
Hudson City Savings Bank Founda-
tion, Union County HEART Grants,
The Hyde and Watson Foundation,
The Union Foundation, E.J.
Grassmann Trust, The New Jersey
Theatre Alliance and through the gen-
erous support of individual patrons.
Discover Jersey Arts is our marketing
partner. Visit www.JerseyArts.com for
more information about other arts
programming happening around the
Garden State.

Plainfield Musical Club to
Present Slavic Gifts to Music

SUMMIT – The Visual Arts Center
of New Jersey raised more than
$160,000 Saturday night during live
and silent auctions to benefit the Art
Center’s mission of bringing art and
people together. The live auction, run
by Summit’s Mike Harvey, was a great
success. The auctions’ fund a need
components generated major support
for several arts education programs
including: the Art Center’s new schol-
arship program, Arts Immersion &
Mentorship Program (AIM) which will
benefit young, economically chal-
lenged children in the area; an arts
program for students of Kenmare High
School & The York Street Project; and
Sage Eldercare will now be able to run
a summer long arts program. Auction
items also featured a selection of more
than 60 contemporary art works by
national and international artists, in-
cluding Avatar 66, a sculpture by Don
Porcaro whose work will be featured
at the Art Center next fall. The 200
plus guests enjoyed premiere catering
by David Ellis Events and blueberry
mojito cocktails provided by in-kind
sponsor, Bai Brands.

Honorary Chair, Betse Gump re-
marked, “I hope others enjoyed the
weekend as much as I did as it really
lived up to its mission of bringing art
and people together. We were excited

to share all the Art Center has to offer
and more!”

The weekend kicked off with an
exclusive reception on Friday night
for the artists featured in the auction
and VIP ticket holders who were able
to place silent bids ahead of Saturday
night’s auction. Sunday’s Open House
event drew a crowd of more than 400
visitors eager to dabble in model
magic, drawing, cartooning and live
jewelry and painting demonstrations
at the Art Center. The afternoon was
highlighted by a performance in the
Main Gallery by Segunda
Quimbamba, a percussion and dance
ensemble from Jersey City. Visitors
were also able to purchase delicious
fare from onsite food trucks Oink and
Moo BBQ and Waffle de Lys.

PLAINFIELD – Music by Slavic
composers will be featured when the
Plainfield Musical Club presents a
special program, open to the public,
on Sunday, April 12 at 3 p.m. in the
Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church
in Plainfield.

Proceeds from this concert, titled
"Slavic Gifts to Music," will assist
the Club in awarding scholarships to
talented high school seniors who plan
a career in music.

The program will include move-
ment one of Borodin's Quartet no. 2 in
D major, Chopin's Polonaise in F sharp

minor, op. 44 for piano, and three art
songs by Rachmaninoff. Additional
works include Karol Szymanowski's
Sonata, op. 9, for violin and piano,
Mikhail Glinka's Trio Pathetique in D
minor, for Clarinet, bassoon, and pi-
ano, and Bohuslav Martinu's First
Sonata for flute and piano.

Tickets may be purchased at the
door for $20 ($15 for seniors and $5
for students). For more information
email  robertpaoli@comcast.net or
call (908) 757-8905.

Handicap access and bathrooms
are available at the church.

The Town Book Store
Hosts Westfield Author

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store will be hosting a Meet the Au-
thor/Launch event for Westfield au-
thor, Matt Myklusch’s new series
Seaborne on Saturday, April 11 from
2 to 4 p.m. There will be a raffle for
some of Matt’s original artwork from
the book. Pirate Plinko will be played
and pirate promo items that will in-
clude gold coins, eye patches and
pirate necklaces will be given away
as prizes.

 Matt Myklusch is a young adult
fantasy/adventure author and is also
the creator of the popular Jack Blank
Adventures. Matt lives in Westfield
with his wife and family, where he is
always hard at work on his next book.

The Town Book Store located at
270 East Broad Street in Westfield
(corner of East Broad and Elmer
Streets).

Arco Ensemble to Perform
“Under the Italian Sun”

UNION – Enlow Hall presents its
spring “Concert and Café”, featuring
the virtuoso New Jersey string or-
chestra Arco Ensemble, on April 19
at 3 p.m.  The program will highlight
music by Italian composers and will
be conducted by Jean-Marie Zeitouni.

Ms. Zeitouni, is currently the artis-
tic director of I Musici Montreal and
music director of the Colorado Music
Festival.  He has conducted sym-
phonic, opera, choral, and chamber
orchestra performances widely in
Canada and the United States.

Works to be performed include a
string orchestra version of Guiseppe
Verdi’s String Quartet, the Concerto
for Strings by Nino Rota, and Ottorino
Respighi’s Il Tramonto, a song based
on Percy Bysshe Shelley’s poem “The
Sunset”.  Guest soloist for the Respighi

will be highly acclaimed mezzo-so-
prano, Abigail Fischer.

Enlow Hall is located on Kean
University’s East Campus, 215 North
Avenue in Hillside. Tickets to Arco
Ensemble in Enlow Hall are $25 and
include access to the post performance
café with complimentary coffee, tea,
Prosecco and light refreshments. Tick-
ets can be purchased by calling Kean
Stage Box Office at (908) 737-7469,
online at EnlowHall.kean.edu or in
person at Kean University’s Wilkins
Theater Box Office, 1000 Morris Ave.,
Union.

Auditions Announced
For Youth Theatre

ROSELLE PARK – Auditions for
New Jersey Youth Theatre's produc-
tion of Cabaret will continue on Sat-
urday, April 11. Auditions will take
place at New Jersey Youth Theatre/
Audio Inc. Studio at 172 West
Westfield Avenue, Roselle Park. There
will be an open dance call for trained
dancers from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Dance callbacks will be held at 6 p.m.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


