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Cougars Hold Off Blue Devil Baseballers, 7-5
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Despite the great catch, Friel still
had a good afternoon with a double in
the second inning and a single in the
fourth, while scoring after both hits.

“He hung me a curve ball and I just
jumped on it. He left it right inside. I
hit it off the barrel. I didn’t even look,
just ran,” Friel said of his double.

Friel also had an RBI single the day
before in the season opener against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood.

“I’m a little early in finding my
zone. I am seeing the ball well off the
plate,” he said.

A bit of the early season craziness
began in the top of the first inning
when Cougar leadoff batter Ryan
Bakie rolled a grounder to second
that was overthrown then Joe Norton’s
grounder to shortstop was muffed.
Norton stole second setting up
Knight’s big opportunity and he came
through with a two-run single.

“Their pitcher, Ben Herbster, I play
with him on our summer team. I knew
he was probably coming with a
fastball and I drove it up the middle,”
Knight said.

Knight then stole second and third,
before Herbster managed to fan the
next two batters and get the next one
to ground out for the third out.

The next bit of craziness hap-
pened in the second inning. Cougar
Chris Szerkes walked and Liam
Duffy became the first of four bat-
ters to be hit by a pitch — two
Cougars, two Blue Devils. Szerkes
was then caught in a rundown for
the second out. Bakie stepped to the
plate. Duffy’s pinch runner, Garrett
Forrestal, attempted to steal third as
Blue Devil catcher Devin Anderson
tried to gun him down, but Bakie
was called for interfering with the
play for the third out.

The Blue Devil second began with
Friel’s leadoff double to left. Colin
Dursee’s sacrifice bunt moved him to
third then Mike Tivinan tapped a slow
roller halfway to third that allowed
Friel to score.

Cougar starting pitcher Vince
Genova ran into a little bit of trouble
in the third. Dan DoCampo reached
first safely on a throwing error. Matt
Catanzaro laid down a sac bunt then
Chris Rinaldi (2-for-2) hopped a
single to right. The right fielder threw
to third, prompting Rinaldi to sprint
toward second, but the third baseman
alertly fired to second to bang him for
the out.

Cougar Korey Comer (2-for-4) led
off the fourth with a single to left.
Szerkes’ bunt caused a throwing er-
ror. Duffy advanced both runners with
a sac bunt then a balk call allowed

Comer’s pinch runner, Dan DeLayo,
to score. Szerkes scored on a wild
pitch. Bakie took a fastball on the
hand, stole second and scored on
Norton’s RBI single to make the
score, 5-1.

The Blue Devils answered with
three runs on four hits. Friel singled,
Dursee was hit, Tivenan lofted an
RBI sac fly to left and Anderson drilled
an RBI single to left. Another balk
advanced runners then DoCampo
punched an RBI single to right.
Catanzaro’s two-out single caused a
pitching change and in came reliever
Chris Librera, who put out the fire.

In the sixth, Bakie reached on an
error, stole second and moved to
third when Blue Devil reliever Alex
Pansini’s pitch plunged into the dirt.
Knight drew a walk then pulled off a
slick delayed steal then Albert
Gargiulo rapped a two-run single to
left.

“We practice running a lot. Coach
teaches that we have to steal bases if
we are going to win and I think that
showed,” Knight said.

Pansini led off the Westfield sixth
with a fading double down the right

field line. Catanzaro took a hit on the
arm and Rinaldi walked to load the
bases. Steve Barmakian hit an RBI
sac fly then Knight made his fabulous
catch to end the inning. Neither team
scored in the seventh.

“We had some good situational hit-
ting where I felt we were able to get
runs across. Vince Genova and Chris
Librera, I thought they threw the ball
well today,” Coach McCaffrey said.

On April 1, the Cougars and Eliza-
beth battled to a 6-6 tie that was called
due to darkness in the eighth.

“I am proud of the way we per-
formed today. Coming back after a
tie to get a win is a good win for us to
get us rolling,” Knight said.

“It’s early in the season. We are
working out the kinks. Once we work
together as a team, play to our poten-
tial, we will be a good team,” Friel
said.

“Westfield is as good of a team in
Union County and the state of New
Jersey. We know every time we play
them, it’s going to be a tough game,”
Coach McCaffrey said.
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WESTFIELD. Spacious Custom Colonial completely rebuilt in
2002, featuring 5 Bedrooms, including a 1st floor Bedroom Suite,
and 3.1 Baths.  The main living area features a large gourmet EIK
with center island SS appliances, separate dining area and pantry, a
huge Living Room and Dining Room with fireplace and a Family Room with sliders
to the large backyard with new Trex deck.  There is also a large Master Suite with walk-
in closet and sitting room and 2nd floor laundry. $849,000.
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COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Spacious and beautifully updated home on
a quiet street one block from Unami Park. This home features
an open floor plan and 4 Bedrooms on the 2nd floor. Updates
include a new EIK with granite counters and SS appliances,

updated baths, a beautiful two-tiered deck,  ground floor laundry and a finished basement. Additional
features include a Master Bedroom with newer bath, newly refinished hardwood floors throughout and
CAC. Close to town, train and schools. Directions: Boynton Avenue to Avon to Welch. $659,000.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 4/12 1-5PM

WESTFIELD. This distinctive custom Colonial Boasts 3
Bedrooms, 4 Full Baths, Gourmet Kitchen w/Granite & Stainless
Steel Appliances, Formal Living Room, Formal Dining Room, Den
(Could Be Used As 4th Bedroom), Master Bedroom w/ Spa Like
Bath, Finished Basement with Family/Rec Room and a Detached Garage. This
Special Home Features: Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding, Custom Interior &
Exterior Detailing and Quality Craftsmanship. $610,000.

COLONIAL
WESTFIELD. 2 Quality homes by Elshiekh Homes. This inviting
Open Floor Plan is ideal for entertaining. 1st floor features 9`
ceilings, FDR, FR/LR w/fireplace and full Bath. The Gourmet Kit
with separate eating area features granite, wood cabinetry and top of the line SS
Appliances. 2nd floor has a MBR Suite with spacious double jetted tub plus stall
shower, laundry facility and other BR plus full Bath. 3rd level features large BR and
Bath. Fin Basement w/ Rec Room, Play Room and Office. $899,000.

NEW CONSTRUCTION HOMES
WESTFIELD. Picturesque and beautifully appointed 4 BR, 2.5
Bath Colonial nestled in a quiet Northside location.  Expanded and
renovated in 2005, offering the charm of yesteryear with today’s
modern amenities.   Featuring FLR with W/B  fireplace, FDR,
gourmet cooks kitchen, wet bar with fridge, family room with gas fireplace, sunny
den/office, butler’s pantry plus mudroom.  Ample closets and hardwood  thru out.
Full basement, expansive deck and a 2 car detached garage. $1,100,000.

COLONIAL
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IMG Academy, a private athletic
training institute for youth, high
school, collegiate and professional
athletes located in Bradenton, Fla.
outscored the No. 9 Westfield Blue
Devils boys lacrosse team, 4-2, in the

fourth quarter to pull out an 11-9
victory at Gary Kehler Stadium on
April 4. The Blue Devils scored the
first two goals, but IMG roared back
to grab a 6-4 lead by halftime.

Senior Luke Prybylski led the Blue
Devils with four goals and an assist
and Pat Aslanian put in four goals and
scooped four ground balls. Matt

Lanzano (4 ground balls), James
Brucia and Kyle Rittendale each net-
ted a goal. Jake Warnow had two
assists. James Bohlinger and Bran-
don Leuthold each had an assist. Jack
Cash had six ground balls and goal-
keeper Toby Burgdorf made 12 saves.
IMG Academy 2 4 1 4 11
Westfield 2 2 3 2 9
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Highlanders Rally Past Softball Blue Devils, 7-4
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booted ball by third baseman Estevez
and a call for interfering with the
batter on catcher Sam Velez helped
load the bases for the Highlanders.

Devitt then gave up a walk to Alex
Foley that forced in a run before
Debbie doubled down the leftfield
line to score two more to knot the
score. Devitt, who would strike out
six batters on the day, then bore down
and retired the next two batters on
ground balls to prevent further dam-
age.

The Highlanders scored what
would prove to be the winning run in
the fifth on Taylor Hendrzak’s sac fly
to center that scored Debbie, who
finished with three hits and two RBI,
from third after her one out triple.
The Highlanders tacked on two more
insurance runs in the seventh inning
after loading the bases with no outs.

Devitt kept the game from getting out
of hand by retiring two batters on
ground balls with force outs at home
plate and then got spectacular help
from right fielder Hailey Reilly, who
made a leaping stab of a drive into the
gap by Namit that would have cleared
the bases.

The Blue Devils mounted a two out
threat in their final at bat. Velez’s
double followed by Snyder’s single
put runners at second and third.
Rinaldi represented the tying run at
the plate but she grounded back to the
pitcher to end the game.

“Their pitcher did a really good job
spotting the ball after that first in-
ning,” said Westfield Head Coach
Caitlyn MacDonald. “She did a good
job throwing strikes early and pitch-
ing ahead in the count. We can do a
better job hitting than we did today

though. I’m not worried because we
are coming off of a win against Eliza-
beth in which we had 13 hits.”

It may not carry the same weight
but Governor Livingston’s win over
Westfield had to have special mean-
ing for them. The Highlanders fell 5-
2 to Westfield in the finals of last
season’s Union County Tournament.
It was their second straight champi-
onship round loss to the Blue Devils.

“Any time you play a conference
rival the game has extra emphasis,”
said MacDonald. “We’ve played two
years in a row in the counties but
really, both teams are essentially new.
We’ve both lost a lot of starters from
last year. We only have four returning
starters, so I think both teams are
finding their way a little bit early on.”
Gov. Livingston 013 010 2 7
Westfield 400 000 0 4

73-63. Christine Nocum led a sweep
in the 100 hurdles (17.1) with Sum-
mer Robinson (17.1) and Rosie
Cuomo (19.8), and the 400 hurdles at
(1:15) with Gaby MacPherson
(1:18.1) and Cuomo (1:24.8).

Annie Pierce led a sweep in the
1,600 (5:35.5) with Mary Catherine
Stovall (5:35.5) and Maddy Bord
(5:36.7). Stovall won the 3,200
(12:04.), outpacing Blue Devil
Caroline Stocking (12:19.6) and
Bord (12:21).

“I had run earlier in the 1,600 so I
felt pretty warmed up,” said Stovall, a
junior. “My splits were good and I
expected the Westfield runner
Caroline Stocking to be right there
with me the whole way. Fortunately I
was able to put some distance be-
tween us and I kept the lead.”

Robinson cleared 4-10 to claim
first in the high jump, followed by
MacPherson (4-6) along with
Westfield’s Rita Murphy (4-6).

The Raiders swept the shot put and
discus. Darya Ganzha took first in the
discus with a distance of 79-6, fol-
lowed by Maddie Weber (72-8) and
Taylor Downing (71-5). Downing won
the shot reaching 30-3.5, followed by
Weber (27-1.5) and Ganzha (26-5.5).
Weber won the javelin (94-4), fol-

lowed by Blue Devils Keren Moncayo
(88-7) and Kim Burns (78-10).

Julia Myers (2:28.1) led a Blue
Devil sweep in the 800 with Kelly
Morrison (2:28.9) and Noelle
Blackford (2:28.9). Elena Chermak
seized first in the 100 at 13.7, fol-
lowed by Raider Trinity Hart (14-0).
Chermak won the long jump (16-
1.25), followed by MacPherson (14-
7.5) and Robinson (14-1). Chermak
then won the triple jump (31-8), fol-
lowed by Robinson (31-1) and Blue
Devil Anna Browne (30-5).

Blue Devil Brooke Schaeffer
(27.3) and Chermak (28.1) finished
1-2 in the 200, followed by Hart
(28.5). Schaeffer also won the 400 in
1:00.4, followed by teammate
Natalie Marcotullio (1:01.5), Raider
Sarah Bowles (1:02.9) and Blue
Devil Lindsey Strauss with a per-
sonal best 1:03.4.

“I thought I got out well,” said
Strauss, a senior. “About halfway
through, I knew I really had to push
myself. The coach wanted me to get a
63 and the great thing was that a lot of
my teammates were on the sidelines
pushing me during the last half so I
had great support and motivation.”

Blue Devil Elizabeth Penn won the
Pole Vault (6-6).

IMG Academy (Fla.) Edges Blue Devil Boy Laxers, 11-9
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO DEFLECT THE SHOT...Blue Devil Owen Colwell, No. 16, tries to deflect the IMG Academy (Fla.) attacker’s
shot as Blue Devil goalkeeper Toby Burgdorf waits to make the save at Kehler Stadium on April 4.
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