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Scott Newman isn’t the type of
young man who would actively seek
people’s help. He’s a do-it-himself
kind of guy, a starting inside line-
backer on two WHS playoff football
teams, a member of the Union County
Mudturtles U-19 team, and a four-
year rugby player at the University of
Massachusetts.

But this time is different. Life has
thrown Newman a big-time curveball,
and he’s in need of some major assis-
tance as he is in not the fight of his
life, but the fight for his life.

The 25-year-old Newman is cur-
rently battling testicular cancer at
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer
Center in New York City. But the
germ cell also invaded his lungs, ab-
domen, liver, spleen and brain. Ex-
pensive treatment had to begin im-
mediately, and it did.

Chemotherapy treatments and sev-
eral operations
later, the athletic
Newman had
lost 78 pounds.
But, keeping a
positive attitude,
Newman has re-
gained 32
pounds, and now
it may be pos-
sible to travel for
further treatment
at a world-re-
nowned facility
in Germany.

“He’s taking a
beating, but he’s
still fighting hard and we need to
jump into this fight,” said Paul
Harbaugh, Newman’s rugby coach
on the Union County Mudturtles.
Harbaugh is helping Newman’s high
school teammate and friend Ryan
Scanlon (’08) coordinate the grass-
roots fundraising campaign.

“He needs some help, and we need
to buck up and give him all our sup-
port and prayers,” Harbaugh said.
“He’s a good kid, a WHS football
team captain and a hard-ass
Mudturtle. He’s fighting hard. Let’s
make a difference.”

The Newman family is asking that
you go to www.gofundme.com/
scottnewman/donate and make what-
ever contribution you can afford.
They’ve passed their original goal of
raising $70,000 on the second day,
and were at $75,172 after five days,
with 862 people responding as of
Monday morning.

We all know that there’s always a
good chance of extra expenses pop-
ping up for the Newman family, espe-
cially with a trip to Germany, or even
a relapse. So come on, all you former
Blue Devils reading this online in
Florida, Texas, Arizona, Wisconsin,
Montana, Pennsylvania, Massachu-
setts, Ohio, wherever you are. You
can take us out of Westfield, but you
can’t take the Westfield out of us. A
sawbuck here, a $50 there, a $100 …
let’s make $100,000 a reachable goal.

Help out Scott Newman and maybe
one night you’ll wander into the Jolly
Trolley, run into the notoriously tight
Paul Harbaugh and he’ll open his
wallet and buy you a tall frosty Bud.

NJSCA HALL OF FAME
The New Jersey Scholastic Coaches

Association inducted 34 coaches into
its Hall of Fame recently at the Pines
Manor in Edison. None were from
Westfield.

They’ve been holding these dinners
for 52 years, since 1964, and a total of
1,646 coaches have been honored.
That’s an average of 31 to 32 per year.
So far there have been seven coaches
from WHS honored. Noticeable by
their absence are Westfield Athletic
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It’s Time to Step Up
For One of Our Own

Former WHS foot-
ball captain and
linebacker Scott
Newman

Hall of Fame members Walt Clarkson,
Merilyn Diamond, Joe Freeman,
Chuck Gantner, Shaun Cherewich,
Maggie McFadden and Pete Giordano.
And former/current coaches like Tony
Berardo, George Kapner, Jeff Knight,
Glen Kurz, Walt Leonow and Bev
Torok are also among the missing.

(Not sure what the nomination pro-
cedure is for induction, but any list of
coaches in a New Jersey-related Hall
of Fame that does not include Clarkson,
Diamond, Freeman and Gantner sim-
ply can’t be taken seriously. All of the
above are deserving, too.)

Here are the WHS coaches currently
in the NJSCA Hall of Fame with their
induction year:

Bob Duncan (1964), Gary Kehler
(1971), John Lay (1974), Sam Bunting
(1976), Carol Donner (1983), Bob
Brewster (2003), Mike Tirone (2008).

Ken Marsh, a 1990 WHS grad and
the current lacrosse coach at Ridge,
was inducted in 2014. Former WHS
basketball coach Neil Horne was in-
ducted in 1995, representing
Somerville. Former WHS assistant
football coaches Bob Martin of
Parsippany and Bill Tracy of
Livingston and Ridge were honored in
1985 and 2014, respectively. Former
WHS teacher Ed Johnson, a longtime
swim coach at Morristown, was in-
ducted in 1989.

And while we’re at it, how about
Norm Koury? He coached some of the
best baseball teams ever at Westfield,
Morristown and his alma mater,
Cranford. You can go back as far as
you want and you won’t ever find a
better baseball coach than Nemo.

NO FOOLIN’
WHS’s two most veteran coaches

kicked off their 2015 seasons with
different results last Wednesday, April
1.

The baseball team – the 33rd for
coach Bob Brewster (559-280-3) –
dropped a 6-4 verdict at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. That was followed by a 7-5
loss to Cranford and a 13-2 shellack-
ing by Hunterdon Central. (For those
with short memories, the 2013 team
started 0-3 and went on to finish 19-
12, reach the county final and the state
Group 4 championship game.)

Meanwhile, George Kapner’s 24
previous tennis teams have gone 528-
117. With a veteran crew back from a
20-5 team that won counties, they
outlasted county rival Summit 5-0,
with three of the five matches going
three sets.

LET THERE BE LIGHTS
Temporary lights, on a trial basis,

were approved for Gary Kehler Sta-
dium at the March 17 meeting of the
Board of Education. They will report-
edly be used to provide practice time
for youth soccer and lacrosse teams.
Building another turf field is also be-
ing discussed in a town that is per-
ceived to have a shortage of fields.

Are temporary lights the initial step
toward permanent lights? After all,
Clark and Cranford recently installed
nice lights at their football stadiums.
And most of the schools on WHS’s
football schedule – Elizabeth, Linden
and Union in Union County, and
Bridgewater-Raritan, Franklin,
Hillsborough, Hunterdon Central,
Immaculata, Montgomery, North
Hunterdon, Phillipsburg, Watchung

Hills in the Mid-State 38 Conference
– have lights. For some fans, a Satur-
day afternoon without a WHS football
game would leave an empty hole, and
not the kind that can be filled by a stop
at the Clark White Diamond.

Portable lights aren’t new to
Westfield. The football team played
three night games at Recreation Field
(now Kehler Stadium) on Oct. 15,
1988, a 27-13 win over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood; Oct. 19, 1990, a 12-0 loss to
Union; and Oct. 23, 1998, a 14-0 win
over Linden.

BEBEL WINS AT Y STATES
Eric Bebel captured the 13-14 50-

yard freestyle in 22.55 at the YMCA
State Swimming Championships re-
cently. Eric and twin brother Ryan’s
best swims might’ve been the 100
breaststroke where they clocked
1:01.15 and 1:01.95, respectively. Eric
also went 54.86 in the 100 butterfly.
They teamed with Jack Cifelli and
Teddy Diamantopolous to finish sec-
ond in the 200 free relay. Fellow fresh-
man Steve Warren had a 59.50 in the 1-
breast.

Sophomore Aedan Collins had a
52.9 and 1:58.7 in the 100 and 200 fly,
while classmate Griff Morgan went
48.88 in the 100 free and 1:47.58 in the
2-free.

Senior Kevin Clauss posted solid
times in the 100 (52.33) and 200
(1:56.66) back, the 100 (58.91) and
200 (2:09.86) breast and the 200 indi-
vidual medley (1:57.06).

Stephen Husch captured the 200
breaststroke (2:08.35) at the N.J. Jun-
ior Olympic championships, after los-
ing the 100 breast by .02 of a second in
57.71. He was also second in the 200
IM (1:56.50).

IN PASSING
Kenny Gorka (’64), who grew up in

Westfield and went on to become a
founding member and bass guitarist
for the ’60s rock group The Critters,
passed away on March 19 at the age of
68. The Critters had two hits in 1966 –
“Younger Girl” and “Mr. Dyingly Sad”
– before eventually splitting up. Gorka
spent his later years as owner of The
Bitter End, a legendary Greenwich
Village nightclub, where he was known
as “The Prince of Bleeker Street.”

Robert Burns, the former drummer
for Lynard Skynard, died Saturday
night in a car crash in Georgia. He was
64. Burns played on three of the band’s
biggest hits – “Sweet Home Alabama,”
“Gimme Three Steps” and “Free Bird.”

On June 15, 2015, The Westfield Boosters Association

will be hosting the Annual Westfield High School

Coaches Golf Outing. In honor of the coaches and their

assistants at Westfield High School, a day of leisure

golf, games and prizes is awarded to the hard working

staff that make this wonderful athletic program a

success. To a program that helps students each year

stay focused on academic achievement, hone amazing

athletic talent, and aids in the future success of

hundreds of truly amazing athletes, we wish you

nothing but a truly wondrous and successful event.

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+

The Club at Autumn Ridge offers remarkable 55+ living in Union Township. 

Experience total luxury in an elegantly appointed 1- or 2-bedroom apartment. 

Enjoy full-time access to the community clubhouse with its heated pool, 

fitness center and cyber-library, plus an Activities Director who puts the focus 

on fun. It’s all yours for the taking along with one month’s rent free.

* One month rent-free offer valid on new leases signed through Apr. 30, 2015 on select apartments. 

Call 866.379.4541 for hours and directions
ClubAtAutumnRidge.com

1200 Ridge Drive, Union Township, NJ 07083

ONE MONTH’S 
RENT FREE!*

RAIDER TRACK GIRLS TOP LADY BLUE DEVILS, 73-63

Blue Devil Boys’ 4x400 Keys
Win Over Raiders in Track

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It is early in the track and field
season but the Westfield High School
boys scored the first blow in earning
a 74-65 victory over hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on April 1. In a meet
which also included Plainfield, the
Westfield boys 4x400 team played a
major role in catapulting the Blue
Devils to victory. Josh Capistrano,
Nicholas Antonelli, Will Chandler and
Christopher Prasek turned in a great
performance in stunning the Raider

team that featured Kobe White and
Merlin Edmonds.

“It means a lot,” said Chandler of
the upset victory. “We are cross town
rivals and they have a really good
program, so we are thrilled to get the
win.”

Capistrano ran the first leg in a
blistering 52.3 to get Westfield the
lead.

“I was running against Quincy
[Sanchez] so I knew I had to get out
fast,” said Capistrano. “He ran a 53
flat last year, so I knew I needed to
keep up with him early to give us a
chance.”

Capistrano not only kept up, he
surged to the front getting the baton
to teammate Antonelli with a decent
lead. Antonelli held the lead turning
in a 54.6.

“I think we all knew that it was very
close in terms of points going into the
race,” said Antonelli. “It was impor-
tant that we get the win if we were
going to have a chance at the overall.”

Chandler then matched up with
White with a good 10-yard advan-
tage. Chandler held the lead by scorch-
ing the oval in 52.4. By the time
Prasek bolted out for the final leg, his
lead over Edmonds was as strong as it
had been after Capistrano’s first lap.

Edmonds surged and cut some dis-

tance from the lead in the middle of
the final lap but he could never draw
closer and actually lost ground in the
final 100 meters. Westfield won in a
time of 3:31.7.

“This was only the second time
I’ve anchored,” said Prasek. “Merlin
Edmonds is a very fast runner for
them. I tried not to look back. I just
wanted to keep pumping my arms
and hold my form.”

Westfield also got a pair of victo-
ries from Matt Russo in the 800 meters
(2:02.70) 800, followed by Raider

Colin Sullivan (2:08.1) and Blue Devil
Ryan Siegel (2:08.4), and the 1,600
(4:39.5) followed by Chandler at
4:40.2 and Antonelli at 4:41.2. Brian

Johnson finished first in the 3,200
(10:14.30) followed by Blue Devil
Alex Campbell at 10:15.5 and Raider
Lukas Stein at 10:16.9.

The Blue Devil boys dominated in

the field events. Harry Williamson
took first in the shot put (40-5.5)
followed by Raiders Alex Skowronski
(39-7.25) and Alex Mirabella (39- 1).
Nick Buontempo won the discus (124-
8). Mirabella took second at 102-1
and Blue Devil Aaron Coleman took
third at 98-1. Mitch Bryk with a throw
of (150-9), Chris Cerrachio (136-1)
and Kyle Burns (119-9) swept the
javelin. Jelani Pierre took first in the
high jump (5-10), followed by Bryk
also at 5-10 and Raider Isaiah Th-
ompson (5-8).

Raider Quincy Sanchez won the
110 high hurdles (14.8) in a sweep
with Andrew Ciccarino (15.8) and
Aaron McGriff (18.7), and won the
400IH (58.0), followed by Prasek
(59.3) and Blue Devil Cameron
McLaughlin (64.3). Marquel Taylor
was also a double winner, taking first
in the long jump (20-10.5), followed
by Blue Devil Sid Douglas (20-2)
and White (19-55), and the triple jump
(39-9), followed by Sanchez (38-10)
and Ben Powell (36-5.5).

In a much-anticipated showdown,
Edmonds won the 400 meters in 50.2,
besting Douglas also at 50.2, who got
a bad start out of the blocks.
Capistrano took third.

“I’m happy with my time,” said
Edmond, a senior. “It is my best time.
I wanted to beat Sid as I lost to him a
couple of times in the past.”

Edmond also took first in the 100
but due to a technical malfunction his
time was not recorded. Raider
Emendo Thomas and Westfield’s
Ishmael Glasco finished 2-3. White
won the 200 at 22.3, nipping Douglas
at 22.8. Raider Christian Zoufaly

cleared 11-6 to win the pole vault,
followed by Blue Devils Theo
Brunson and Mike Stokes at 11-0.

The Raider girls defeated Westfield,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Probitas Verus Honos

Lady Blue Devils Sink
Shore Laxers, 8-5

The No. 16 Westfield High School
girls lacrosse team defeated the No.
18 Shore squad, 8-5, at Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on April 4. The
Blue Devils got a 5-2 jump by half-
time then matched Shore the rest of
the way.

Sam Paoletti, Hallie Rosenburgh
and Julia Gretsky each fired in two
goals, while Lauren D’Amico and
Hannah Liddy each scored one goal.
Goalkeeper Mallory Weisse made 12
saves.
Shore 2 3 5
Westfield 5 3 8

Lady Cougars Outlast
War. Hills Laxers, 19-15

In a wild scoringfest, the Cranford
High School girls lacrosse team
outlasted Warren Hills, 19-15, in
Cranford on April 4. Sarah Ross
stuffed in four goals and added six
assists, while Hannah Ross netted
three goals and six assists. Both
scooped 11 ground balls. Jeannie
Badden had four goals and three as-
sists, Megan Power and Kristen Leu
each had three goals and Tara O’Reilly
put in two goals. Goalkeeper Niamh
O’Donavah made 15 saves.
Warren Hills   7   8 15
Cranford 11   8 19

Highlander Nine Raps
Baseball Raiders, 9-2
The Governor Livingston High-

lander baseball team scored four runs
in the first inning and five in the
second to rap the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, 9-2, in Berkeley
Heights on April 2. Ethan Frohman
smacked a home run and had four
RBI, while Tom Lynch doubled,
scored twice and had two RBI for GL.
Kevin Maxwell and Pete Yarum each
had an RBI and Matt Marino doubled
for the Raiders.
Sc Pl-Fanwood 101 000 0 2
Gov. Livingston 450 000 x 9

Local Sport Shorts:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNING BY A HAIR...Raider Merlin Edmonds, right, just beat Blue Devil Sid
Douglas, left, by a hair in the 400 meters. Josh Capistrano took third.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWEEPING THE 1,600...Annie Pierce, right, led a Raider sweep in the 1,600
(5:35.5) with Mary Catherine Stovall (5:35.5) and Maddy Bord (5:36.7).

Westfield. Prestigious location on Golf Edge near Kimball Circle. Spacious ranch with 12 rooms, 4 bedrooms and 4 full baths. The welcoming entrance foyer opens to large living
room with custom details, 2 way fireplace, adjacent dining room and library/office. The gourmet kitchen features center island breakfast bar, skylight, fireplace, work desk and
adjoining family room with skylights, wet bar and oversized sliders to deck and wooded back yard. The private master bedroom 27x16 offers a sunny Jacuzzi tub bath, walk-in
closets and dressing area, 2 additional bedroom and hall bath with skylight. A guest bedroom, full bath and laundry room complete the first floor. A fully finished walk-out basement
creates a fabulous opportunity for additional recreational areas, exercise room, bedroom, full bath, sliders to patio and yard and 2 car garage. Immediate possession.  $1,350,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, April 12th  1-4PM • 112 Golf Edge Drive

Member of Coldwell Banker International President's
Premier-Top 1% of Sales Associates Nationwide

#1 REALTOR , Westfield East Office, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001. 2009-2011.

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

908-301-2015, Direct

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169
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