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Largest Enviro. Settlement With
Corporate Defendant In N.J. History

Garwood Has Benefits of Cranford and
Westfield With Lower Taxes

N.J. Notorious for Corrupt Officials
Not for the Famous, Honest PeopleLetters to the Editor

New Jersey has had a run of bad
luck or is it the nature of New Jersey
politics, the lack of public and press
scrutiny, and the hubris of public
officials believing they can get away
with it?

United States Representative Frank
Thompson convicted of bribery and
conspiracy and imprisoned.

United States Senator Harrison
Williams convicted of bribery charges
and conspiracy and imprisoned.

State Senate President John Lynch,
Jr. convicted of official misconduct
and tax evasion and imprisoned.

United States Senator Robert
Torricelli admonished by the United
States Senate Select Committee on
Ethics for improper conduct.

Governor Jim McGreevey resigned
because of a conflict of interest in
appointing an unqualified friend as
homeland security advisor.

Governor Jon Corzine was later
the CEO and chairman of MF Global
when up to $1.6 billion was found
missing from client accounts!

United States Senator Robert
Menendez indicted for conspiracy,
violating the Travel Act, bribery, hon-
est services fraud, and making false
statements.

At the local level the politics of
New Jersey is nothing short of a sewer
as recent indictments and convictions
of elected and of un-elected officials
show.

Whatever the reason for this pa-
rade of corruption, New Jersey is
made a laughing stock and so suffers
economically and psychologically
from what is perceived as a continu-
ation of a sordid past!

Then there are the officials who
test the very limits of ethical and
legal conduct by using their positions
to garner business or who use their
positions as stepping stones for fi-
nancial enhancement whether in or
out of office.

New Jersey is a beautiful state of
mountains, forests, farmland, and
beaches!

A most important state during the
American Revolutionary War!

An important education, agricul-
tural, industrial, pharmaceutical, fi-
nancial, transportation, cultural arts,
and research state and a popular tour-
ist destination.

A state of firsts: baseball game,
boardwalk in America, drive-in
movie, condensed soup, salt water
taffy, national historic park. And all
those inventions of Thomas Edison
and Bell Labs!

A state that gave our beloved coun-
try many accomplished people, in-
cluding astronauts Schirra and Ald-
rins; sports greats Yogi Berra and
Derek Jeter; military heroes Admiral
Halsey and Norman Schwarzkopf;
literary figures James Fennimore
Cooper, Stephen Crane, and Joyce
Kilmer; entertainers Abbot and
Costello, Count Bassie, Danny
DeVito, Whitney Houston, Jon Bon
Jovi, Ernie Kovacs, Jerry Lewis, Ozzie
and Ricky Nelson, Jack Nicolson,
Frank Sinatra, Bruce Springsteen,
Meryl Streep, Frankie Valli and the
Four Seasons, Sarah Vaughn, and
Diane Warwick; United States Su-
preme Court Justices Alito and Scalia.

Albert Einstein, Woodrow Wilson,
and Walt Whitman were among fa-
mous people who though not born in
New Jersey have lived in New Jersey.

Then there are the rest of us who
also do an honest day’s work but
receive no headlines!

The shame is that New Jersey is
perhaps more notorious for its cor-
rupt officials than famous for its hon-
est people!

Something is very wrong and it is
time at long last to find out why!

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I am constantly amazed at the ‘fac-
tual’ associations that a recent writer
makes in letters [to the editor] geared
to scare Garwood residents about their
property values, foreclosures and
taxes. Such accusations are unneces-
sary fear mongering, totally unpro-
fessional, and simply wrong. Let’s
state some true facts for the record:

There have been a total of 52 fore-
closures in Garwood since 2009; the
lowest number of any community in
Union County. With a total county
listing of 15,928 foreclosures within
this time, Garwood’s number is proof
of its stability, not of reckless spend-
ing. With 1,778 households in
Garwood, 52 units in foreclosure rep-
resents 2.9 percent of Garwood’s
houses. While 1 is too many, 2.9
percent is within market expectations.

The high number of foreclosures
in the county and nation is not due to
local taxes. The big banks that cre-
ated our national recession also cre-
ated the rise in the foreclosure market
due to their extension of loans to
buyers who simply did not have the
requisite capital to buy homes. The
federal government bailed these cor-
porations out of their bankruptcies
because they were ‘too big to fail’;
but the ‘buyers’ to whom these money
launderers sold their houses had no
such ‘Sugar Daddy’ and were left
holding the bag. They simply could
not make their payments.

Residential properties go on the
market for many reasons – divorce,
people’s need for a smaller/larger
home due to life changes,
homeowner’s death, job offers, etc;
taxes are NOT the main reason.
Garwood does not have the lowest
taxes in Union County; we are in the
middle of the pack. But, if high taxes

were the big reason for home sales,
one would expect that we would have
far more properties for sale than we
do.

A total of 19 houses for sale is not
a high number; it is a standard num-
ber. In 2014, 36 houses were sold/
purchased town wide. It is uncon-
scionable to scare homeowners by
insinuating that 19 is higher than
usual. Concern should be raised only
if these properties had not been sell-
ing; if they became vacant, boarded
structures. But they are selling. For
every sale, there has obviously been
a buyer. While there are always houses
that stay on the market long, in 2014,
23 of the 36 houses sold in less than
25 days. Garwood houses are in de-
mand, with owners getting market,
not sheriff sale values.

These buyers want to move into
Garwood. I recently had a real estate
agent tell me “Garwood is hot!” The
North Avenue Pointe and Mews have
placed Garwood on the map.
Garwood has the same benefits that
Cranford and Westfield have – busy
commercial centers, Raritan Valley
Line train stations with the one-seat-
ride existence and future expansion,
and a good school system, but with
lower taxes. And now we have a
beautiful state-of-the-art recreation
complex. Who wouldn’t want to live
here?

In short, contrary to The Westfield
Leader’s editor’s headline [sic, by
the author of the letter], Garwood
remains a Small Town with a ‘Big
Heart,’ and not one with Big Taxes. I
don’t know why the writer consis-
tently speaks negatively of the town
in which he lives.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

TRENTON – A proposed settle-
ment that will require ExxonMobil to
pay New Jersey $225 million to re-
solve its liability for natural resource
damages caused by contamination
from refinery operations in Bayonne
and Linden, on top of separate un-
capped costs to remediate, was pub-
lished this week in the New Jersey
Register, Acting Attorney General
John J. Hoffman and Department of
Environmental Protection Commis-
sioner Bob Martin announced.

With the posting, a 60-day public
comment period begins for the pro-
posed settlement, which represents
the single largest environmental settle-
ment with a corporate defendant in
New Jersey history.

The settlement payout by
ExxonMobil is the second largest natu-
ral resource damages (NRD) settle-
ment amount of all time against a
single corporate defendant, across the
entire country, second only to the
Exxon-Valdez case. It would also
come on top of ExxonMobil’s sepa-
rate obligation to remediate the con-
taminated Bayonne and Linden refin-
ery sites, as well as all of the other
sites detailed in this settlement, at the
company’s sole expense.

After the comment period, the settle-
ment must be approved by the Supe-
rior Court judge as being fair, reason-
able, and in the best interests of the
state.

“We have vigorously litigated this
case for the good of the environment
and for the people of New Jersey,”
DEP Commissioner Martin said. “On
top of the historic payout for this natu-
ral resources damages settlement,
there is no cap on what ExxonMobil
must spend to complete the
remediation work. ExxonMobil is also
obligated to remediate all of the other,
though far less contaminated, sites
included in the proposed agreement.”

“This proposed settlement meets
the goals we set for this case, which
were to recover an amount certain that
fairly and reasonably compensated the
state for natural resource damages,
and reinforce ExxonMobil’s require-
ment to clean up the Bayway and
Bayonne sites,” said Acting Attorney
General John J. Hoffman.

“Under this settlement,
ExxonMobil’s obligation to remediate
the refinery sites – exclusively at its
cost, which will be substantial – is
reaffirmed. And in the final analysis,
this is by far the largest NRD settle-
ment in New Jersey history. It is more
than four times as large as the previ-
ous largest settlement in our history,
and nearly as large as the combined
total of all NRD settlements in New
Jersey since the Spill Act was enacted
in 1976. It also exceeds, on a directly
comparable acre per acre basis, our
prior NRD settlements for contami-
nated wetlands.”

In addition to the $225-million pay-
out to the State of New Jersey, the
proposed settlement does the follow-
ing:

Preserves the state’s natural resource
damages claims against ExxonMobil
with respect to the Arthur Kill, New-
ark Bay, and any other surface water
impacted by ExxonMobil’s opera-
tions, contrary to certain published
reports.

Preserves significant NRD claims
against the company for 860 retail
gasoline stations at which MTBE (me-

thyl tertiary-butyl ether) was dis-
charged, while resolving limited NRD
claims at the Paulsboro facility and 15
other facilities, as well as all
ExxonMobil service stations where
MTBE was not discharged and there
is effectively little or no damage. The
total value of those facilities and ser-
vice stations is assessed by the DEP at
approximately $5 million, making the
value of any potential future recovery
far outweighed by the cost to taxpay-
ers to litigate these minor claims.

Preserves claims against
ExxonMobil for the Lail facility in
Gloucester County, which requires fur-
ther investigation of the impact of the
company’s operations on natural re-
sources.

Requires ExxonMobil to remediate
Morses Creek at the Linden refinery
site once its operations conclude.
ExxonMobil is conducting a remedial
alternatives analysis, or feasibility
study, to identify all other action ob-
jectives, potential treatment, resource
recovery and containment technolo-
gies in lieu of final remedy determina-
tion. The first phase of the company’s
feasibility study workplan was sub-
mitted on January 28. In the mean-
time, refinery operations have already
undergone containment and
remediation actions and the refinery is
operating today in full compliance
with all DEP standards and regula-
tions, including all water discharge
and air permits, as detailed here:

Morses Creek is a natural waterbody
that flows through the Linden site.
The area between the Creek’s two
dams were used for decades by
ExxonMobil as a location for oil and
water to separate. Under the state’s
supervision, interim remedial mea-
sures have been taken at the site by
ExxonMobil to prevent further
groundwater contamination, includ-
ing the installation of steel sheeting
along banks of the creek, hydrologic
controls and product recovery wells.

The posted proposed settlement,
which includes instructions on where
and how to submit comments, can be
found at www.nj.gov/dep/nrr/settle-
ments/index.html

Once the 60-day public comment
and response period has concluded,
the parties expect to submit a finalized
Consent Judgment to Superior Court
Judge Michael J. Hogan. Judge Hogan
presided over a 66-day trial in the
ExxonMobil litigation in 2014. Dur-
ing the public comment period, inter-
ested parties, stakeholders, and mem-
bers of the public may submit com-
ments.

The state filed its lawsuit in 2004. In
2008, a Superior Court judge ruled
that ExxonMobil was liable for caus-
ing a public nuisance by polluting the
waterways, wetlands and marshes on
and near its former refinery sites in
Bayonne and Linden. In ruling on part
of a natural resource damages lawsuit
filed on behalf of the DEP, the judge
found that ExxonMobil had contami-
nated both sites through active dis-
posal and accidental spilling of haz-
ardous substances.

ExxonMobil has never acknowl-
edged responsibility for any natural
resource damages, and the proposed
settlement extinguishes Exxon’s right
to appeal those liability determina-
tions as well as Exxon’s right to ap-
peal any damages that may have been
awarded by the court.

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

NICHOLAS A. GIUDITTA, III
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Estate Administration and Planning

Wills and Trusts

Estate Litigation

Elder Law

600 South Avenue West, Suite 230
Westfield NJ, 07090

908-232-0099
nick@giudittalaw.com
www.giudittalaw.com

“Where there’s a Will, there’s a way”
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THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Jewelers&N C

Nabig Sakr Carmen Cascao

908-233-3380
102 Quimby Street Westfield, NJ

nandcjewelers@gmail.com
Store hours - M T W F & Saturday: 10 to 5:30pm

Thursday: 10 to 7:30pm • Sunday: Closed

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Home Financing By

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,

National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit

approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.

SM

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia


