
Page 4  Thursday, April 9, 2015 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $33 • Two-year – $62 • Three-year – $90
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe Scotch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fanwoodanwoodanwoodanwoodanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Lauren S. Barr
EDUCATION & ARTS

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Legal Newspaper for the County of Union, New Jersey
and for Westfield, Mountainside, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Cranford and Garwood

LAPIDARIST
1. A connoisseur of gems or precious

stones
2. An expert in cutting precious stones
3. A stamp collector
4. One who prepares rabbit fur as an

imitation for more valuable skins
LITTORAL

1. Pertaining to an orchard or garden
2. The outer or visible part
3. The region on the shore of the sea or

large lake
4. A marsh or swamp

PLUMOSITY
1. The quality of being feathered
2. Boldness; boastfulness
3. Rotund; state of being round
4. Very heavy, as with lead

GUARIBA
1. A person of rude or clownish man-

ners
2. A howling monkey
3. The fermented juice of pears
4. A lizard-like animal with a forked

tongue

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Mayor Checchio  Sustained Scotch
Plains As A Great Place To Live

Reader Presents Satire on
Garwood Property Taxes, Debt

I am deeply saddened on the pass-
ing of Mayor Mauro Checchio. He
was a good friend, mentor and an
outstanding public servant, who never
stopped caring about the place he
called home.

My friendship with him was truly
special, one that I will always cher-
ish. I never hesitated to reach out to
him on township matters, as he truly
loved our township and always found
time to work with me, providing guid-
ance intended on sustaining Scotch
Plains as a great place to live and
raise a family. No one had a greater
appreciation of our township’s his-
tory or passion to preserve it. He
deeply cared about all our citizens
and throughout his life worked on
their behalf to make Scotch Plains
better.

Mauro was a member of America’s
greatest generation, a WWII veteran,
a Marine, “Semper Fi,” a corporate
leader, a public servant on the na-
tional, state and local fronts. His life

was an example of what is possible
and achievable when you take time to
care for and help others in need, to do
and support what he often said to me
was, God’s work.

I regularly referred to him as our
township’s senior spokesman, and
while he would smile at the refer-
ence, truth be known the titles that he
cherished more than any other was
that of husband, dad and grandfather,
and make no mistake he was a loving
one.

To his loving wife Portia and fam-
ily, nothing was more important than
his love for you all. Thank you for
sharing him with us, we too shall
miss him.

On behalf of a grateful commu-
nity, let me extend to his family our
deepest sympathy, may God bless
and comfort you.

God’s speed Mayor.
Kevin Glover

Mayor of Scotch Plains

This past Saturday I was at
Garwood’s new $3.2-million plus
Athletic Field Complex or, as we
must now call it, the “Garwood Sports
and Recreation Center” to take my 2-
year old son, James, to our town’s
annual Easter Egg Hunt. On my way
into the AFC (or GSRC), I had occa-
sion to pass Garwood’s $6,800 Bocce
court—brand new and funded with
taxpayer dollars, just like the rest of
the facility. It was at that moment that
I finally understood how Garwood
will make its way out of all the taxes,
debt and spending the new AFC/
GSRC has inflicted on our borough
— Bocce!

I am envisioning a Bocce renais-
sance and the Borough of Garwood
as ground zero is this neglected
pastime’s rebirth. We could develop
a marketing plan for the Bocce court
complete with a tag line like: “Bocce
— it’s not just for your grandfather
anymore!” or “Do you have the balls
to play Bocce?” We could generate
millions of dollars in annual revenue
for our borough by attracting profes-
sional, amateur and semi-pro Bocce
leagues to compete on Garwood’s
new taxpayer-funded field. In this
part of New Jersey alone, there must
be millions, maybe even dozens, of

people chomping at the bit to im-
prove their Bocce skills. In addition
to selling tickets to spectators and
garnering advertising dollars from
Fortune 500 corporate sponsors, we
could charge fees to vendors of
Cannoli, Espresso, and brown wool
sweaters. The possibilities are end-
less!

Of course this is not all good news.
I’ve heard Bocce crowds can be espe-
cially violent and I fear for the safety
of our borough. I’m especially wor-
ried about turning into just another
Bocce dad, embarrassing my son on
the field. I could just see my arguing
with the Little League Bocce coach
about how my son is not getting
enough Bocce playing time and how
I’m tired of seeing him ride the bench
only to be jeered by another Bocce
father saying: “Hey, pipe down
Mathieu! You’re just jealous because
my son’s gonna go pro and your son
doesn’t stand a chance!” Finally, the
flood of millions of dollars of Bocce
revenue into our borough can lead to
problems of its own. But, never fear,
I’m sure Garwood’s Borough Coun-
cil is up to the task of spending it and
more!

Jim Mathieu
Garwood GOP Chairman

Garwood Sports and Rec. Complex: If
They Build It, Why Don’t They Come?

For the last two seasons, the
Garwood baseball moms and dads
who stayed faithful to the Garwood
Little League program traveled back
and forth to the Little League Field in
Kenilworth, waiting for the field to
re-open – while many families have
long-since joined Clark teams. In fact,
my 12-year-old son did not want to
continue playing baseball this sea-
son, but I encouraged him to do so
knowing that the highly anticipated
$3.2-million Garwood Sports and
Recreation Complex would finally
be reopened this spring after two plus
years of construction. I was so ex-
cited that he and his friends would
now have a home field to call their
own.

I received my 5-year-old daughter’s
T-ball schedule a few weeks ago, and
just realized I hadn’t seen my son’s,
who plays for one of the two “Ma-
jors” Baseball teams in town (typi-
cally 11-to-13-year-olds: 5th, 6th and
7th graders). Now I understand why.
In checking his schedule on
leaguelineup.com, I discovered that
all of their games but the two against

the other Garwood team are being
played in Kenilworth or Springfield
this year!

According to the Kenilworth Little
League, our new field does not meet
the specifications for the Majors to
play on. Initially, we were told that
the field was not Little League World
Series “regulation size.” Now we’re
being told that our own kids can’t
even play their regular Majors games
on this field.

My husband, a former Little League
coach, and I certainly appreciate all
that the volunteer coaches do. This,
however, is just another example of
poor planning by the Garwood coun-
cil members who pushed this project
through without carefully reconsid-
ering the baseball field’s specifica-
tions. Last, the fact they haven’t been
forthcoming with this information as
opening day approaches this Satur-
day, April 11th, is truly unaccept-
able.

Tina Simitz
Baseball Mom

Garwood Taxpayer

Menendez Indictment Follows
Other N.J. Corruption Scandals

With the 14-count indictment of U. S. Senator
Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) last week on corruption
charges, New Jersey is once again at the center of a
political scandal. This scandal is nothing new for the
Garden State.

In 1981, Harrison Williams (D), a former Plainfield
resident whose office was in Westfield, was con-
victed of on nine counts of bribery and conspiracy to
use his office to aid in business ventures in the
Abscam scandal when he got caught in the sting
operation setup by the FBI. At the time, he was the
first Senator in 80 years to be sent to jail. Six
members of Congress were also convicted in Abscam.

More recently, former U.S. Senator Robert
Torricelli (D) was forced to drop his bid for a second
term in 2002 over illegal contributions to his cam-
paign by businessman David Chang. He was later
replaced on the ballot by retired U.S. Senator Frank
Lautenberg (D).

Mr. Chang was sentenced to 18 months in prison
after pleading guilty to making illegal campaign
contributions. According to media reports, he told
investigators that he gave Sen. Torricelli Italian suits
and an $8,100 Rolex watch, among other gifts, in
return for Sen. Torricelli’s intervention in business
deals in North and South Korea. Sen. Torricelli never
faced criminal charges, but the scandal killed his
political career as Democrats could see he was not
going to beat Republican Doug Forrester and pres-
sured the Senator to drop out of the race.

And now it is Sen. Menendez turn. Unlike Sen.
Torricelli, he is facing criminal charges over allega-

tions that he used his power as a Senator to help
Salomon Melgen, a Florida-based eye doctor and
personal friend of the Senator’s, to intervene on the
doctor’s behalf in at least two disputes, one with
federal regulators over million of dollars in Medi-
care charges Dr. Melgen is said to have owed the
federal government and the other involving a bid by
Dr. Melgen to secure a multi-million dollar port-
security contract in the Dominican Republic. The
indictment alleges that Menendez used his office to
assist in immigration proceedings for Dr. Melgen’s
foreign girlfriends.

Sen. Menendez has vowed to fight the charges.
And, of course, he is innocent until proven guilty.
But these are serious allegations. In our view, ac-
cepting gifts like free air transportation and use of a
villa in the Dominican Republic do not get excused
because it was from a “friend.”

He said he wrote a personal check of $58,000 to
reimburse a donor for two round-trip flights he took
on a private jet to the Dominican Republic. But was
this money his personal funds or taxpayers money?

But his biggest sin is diverting (allegedly) millions
of taxpayer dollars as payoff for his hideous indul-
gences – corrupting government bureaucrats.

The trial, especially if it is held next year, could
make the Presidential campaign even more interest-
ing.

New Jersey history buffs could nominate many
others to its Hall of Shame, including Jim McGreevy,
Jon Corzine, Sharpe James... there are many to
choose from. Who would be your favorite pick?

Pallone Statement on Details of
Controversial ExxonMobil Settlement

Thank You Westfield,
80th Lions’ Egg Hunt
The Lions Club of Westfield success-

fully held it’s 80th annual Easter Egg
Hunt in Mindowaskin Park this past Sat-
urday under the aegis of Lions President
Kirsten Zellner.

The club would like to thank Horace
Corbin and The Westfield Leader for
publicizing this event every year since
1936 as it couldn’t be held without their
help.

We would also like to thank the
Westfield Police Department, Department
of Public Works and members of the
public who generously donated funds at
the event. Also Lion Pete Mitchell for
suiting up as the Easter Bunny.

Lions Clubs International is the largest
service club in the world. It is dedicated
to sight conservation and assistance to
the sight and hearing impaired, world-
wide. The club may be contacted at P.O.
Box 572, Westfield, 07091.

Mike Gordeuk
Westfield Lions Club

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th) released
the following statement in response
to emerging details of the controver-
sial settlement with ExxonMobil. In
March, the Christie Administration
announced its decision to settle New
Jersey’s $8.9-billion environmental
damage lawsuit against ExxonMobil
for a mere $225 million. The pro-
posed settlement, released by the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection, comes after an 11-year
legal battle to recover damages from
ExxonMobil for the contamination
of more than 1,800 acres of wetlands,
marshes, meadows and waters in
northern New Jersey:

“The Christie Administration’s
misguided decision to settle for a
fraction of what New Jersey should
receive from the multi-billion dollar
environmental damage lawsuit
against ExxonMobil threatens to de-
stroy years of hard work and set an
extremely dangerous precedent for
future polluters to degrade our state
with virtually no consequences. In-
stead of holding ExxonMobil ac-

countable for the extensive contami-
nation of our state’s land and re-
sources and fighting to ensure that
New Jerseyans are rightfully com-
pensated, the Christie Administra-
tion is letting big oil off the hook for
this staggering environmental dam-
age.

“Not only do our state and its resi-
dents deserve to be adequately com-
pensated for the degradation of our
land and resources, ExxonMobil’s
attempts – supported by the Christie
Administration – to continue shave
off their responsibility are an insult to
New Jersey. I am further troubled
that this settlement lets Exxon off the
hook at 16 other facilities in the state
where contamination has occurred.

“Make no mistake – the fight is not
yet over. There is still an opportunity
for New Jerseyans to make their
voices heard. From now until June
5th, the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
is required to hold a public comment
period in order to allow residents
throughout the state to make their
voices heard on this critical issue.
NJDEP must then decide whether to
approve the final settlement agree-
ment after receiving input from the
public. We must make sure that our
opinions are heard and continue to
stand as a united front in order to
make clear that corporations cannot
wreak havoc on our communities
without consequence.”

Pornography Versus
Library Bill of Rights
Imagine the shock to learn the

children’s computers in the Westfield
Memorial Library have no pornography
filters. Upon speaking to other parents
they had the same reaction, “I thought
there were filters!” No, not the case.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
one of the only area libraries to not have
filters on the computers with Internet
access in the children’s department.

In February, the library begrudgingly
agreed to put filters on only two of the
four computers in the children’s section.
Allowing pornography on any public li-
brary computer is illegal in accordance to
New Jersey state law. Also, the U.S.
Supreme Court says blocking pornogra-
phy from public libraries does not violate
the First Amendment. Why then should
the citizens of Westfield settle for filter-
ing only two of four children’s comput-
ers instead of filtering all computers in
accordance with the law?

I learned the library eschews N.J. law
and the U.S. Supreme Court ruling, by
choosing to follow the “Library Bill of
Rights” of the American Library Asso-
ciation. (www.wmlnj.org/About/Internet
Use Policy.asp) Result? Your child has
access to hard-core pornography.

Is this what we want for the children of
Westfield? It should be Westfield’s duty
to ensure the library complies with the
law, not the American Library Associa-
tion. Is Westfield living up to that duty?

The library’s “mission statement” de-
fines the library as “the community’s
destination for discovery and ideas –
engages minds, entertains spirits, and
facilitates lifelong learning for people of
all ages.” What part of pornography does
any of that? What “ideas” should we be
getting from watching sex trafficking
victims having the worst days of their
lives broadcast on library computers?
Pornography goes against the very mis-
sion of the library, it’s about time the
library starts complying with its own
mission statement. It’s time we get in-
volved and restore common sense and
the law.

I’ll be attending city and library meet-
ings to push for compliance with the law
that makes pornography illegal in all N.J.
libraries.

I do not want any kid to see hard-core
pornography in the library, and I’m ask-
ing those who agree to come out to the
meetings as well and speak up. Also,
speak up by writing a letter to the library
board and let them know your views. The
library should listen to the citizens of
Westfield, N.J. law, and the U.S. Su-
preme Court, not to the American Li-
brary Association. We just need to let our
town and our library know we’re awake
now and we’re going to speak up for our
community. It might take time, but we’ll
get there.

Please join me in advocating for this
positive change.

Colby Sheppard
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dasymeter – An instrument used in

testing the density of gases
2. Quindism – A fifteenth
3. Metopomancy – Fortunetelling by

human features
4. Plebicolist – One who caters to

vulgarity or seeks the favor of the com-
mon people

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

See more letters on page 5


