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Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

“ Advanced 
treatment 
options,  
close to home.” 

When you’re faced with 

non-healing wounds, a 

common problem with 

diabetes, the Center 

for Wound Healing & 

Hyperbaric Medicine 

has the expertise and 

treatment options to help.

NOW OPEN
Center for Wound Healing 
& Hyperbaric Medicine

865 Stone St., Rahway, NJ 07065 | 732.453.2915 | RWJUHR.com

GET BETTER. STAY BETTER.

Dr. Anthony Tonzola
Medical Director

Hear more from Dr. Tonzola  at 
RWJUHR.com

Photo Courtesy of Donna Audino
GIRL SCOUTS ROCK!...Members of Tamaques Fourth-Grade Girl Scout
Troop No. 40491 enjoy The Westfield Leader during their visit to Rocking Horse
Ranch Resort in Highland, N.Y. from March 20 to 22. The trip was three years
in the making as the girls celebrated a successful cookie sale program with
hundreds of Girl Scouts from the Tri-State area.

CLEANING UP PARK... Members of the YMCA Youth in Government show off
the results of their Adopt-a-Park cleanup on March 28 at Echo Lake Park. To join
Adopt-a-Park as a group or individual, contact Betty Ann Kelly at the Union
County Department of Parks and Recreation at (908) 789-3683 or visit ucnj.org/
parks-recreation.

Subdivisions Granted By
Westfield Planning Board

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – On Monday
evening the planning board bid a
fond farewell to Bill Drew, town
planner, who is headed to retire-
ment, and welcomed Donald
Sammet as the new town planner.

Mr. Sammet comes with the experi-
ence of 11 years in Asbury Park, and
prior to that, four years in Montclair.
He told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that he is looking forward to
working in Westfield.

During its meeting, the board ap-
proved a minor subdivision with a
variance for developer Michael
Mahoney for property at 227 Eliza-
beth Avenue. The applicant was
seeking approval to demolish the
existing house and driveways, and
to subdivide the property into two
lots and construct a new single-
family home on each lot. Mr.
Mahoney was seeking variance re-
lief from an ordinance to allow a lot
frontage of 41.72 feet where a front-
age of 60 feet is required.

Attorney Stephen Hehl repre-
sented Mr. Mahoney and said the
lot width far exceeds what is re-
quired and will be able to fit two
homes. Thomas Quinn, the project
engineer, said the existing two-story
home and shed will be demolished.
The proposal is to make two rectan-
gular lots. He said the lots’ frontage
is narrow, but it widens in the back.
He said that grading will be done to
level out the property, which is bor-
dered in the back by a berm. Town
Engineer Kris McAloon asked
about the type of trees that will be
planted.

The applicant’s planner, David
Karlebach, told the board that by
subdividing the property Mr.
Mahoney is more in keeping with
the neighborhood. “There is no det-
riment to the public, only good,” he
said. Mr. McAloon asked that the
applicant get approval from the

town’s tree commission before
planting new trees. Board Vice-
Chairman Robert Newell said, “It’s
a good application.”

The board also approved a minor
subdivision for D. Villane Construc-
tion, LLC, for 875 North Avenue
West. The applicant was seeking
approval to subdivide two non-con-
forming lots, identified as Lots 9
and 10. No variances were sought.
Mr. Hehl also represented the ap-
plicant. Mr. Hehl said Lot 9 has a
wetlands permit approval.

“Lot 9 has a 52-foot frontage and
a 57-foot back width,” Mr. Hehl
said. “Lot 10 is an 80-foot front and
a 120-foot width in the back.” Mr.
Hehl said the property meets all
town requirements. Mr. Drew ques-
tioned the setback of other homes
in the area. He said he would like to
see it be consistent with the sur-
rounding homes.

Richard Thompson, who owns
the property next door, told the
board he was concerned about run-
off. Edward Dec, the applicant’s
engineer, said that there would re-
grading so the flow would go either
to North Avenue or to the NJ Transit
property.

In other business, at the end of
this meeting, Mr. Drew said, “It has
been a pleasure working for this
town and with this board.”

The next meeting of the board
will be Monday, May 4, at 7:30
p.m., at the municipal building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.

mission came as a “surprise,” espe-
cially since Mayor Kevin Glover had
maintained last fall that such action
was not on the council’s agenda. The
petition effort, he said, showed that it is
“never a bad thing to give people a
chance to speak.”

Referring to the township council’s
decision in January to move forward
with the commission’s abolishment,
Mr. Duthie told The Times that, “had
this been a more transparent approach
and had the council been more com-
municative with the leagues, this
could have been handled much dif-
ferently.” Noting that the council saw
two new members join the governing
body on January 1, the same date that
Al Mirabella was named township
manager, Mr. Duthie asked, “How
could anyone think that, in just two
months’ time, they know more than
the residents of Scotch Plains?”

Mayor Glover, who backed the
commission’s dissolution along with
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Rec. Commission
the three other council Democrats,
reiterated his stance that the move
was made, “to instill more account-
ability of this important township op-
eration in order to insure that in addi-
tion to our playing fields, our parks as
well as our historical sites are af-
forded proper care and maintenance
for all citizens, both young and se-
nior alike, to enjoy.” He told The
Times that several recent matters also
prompted his support for the change,
including what he termed “the ne-
glect and lack of oversight” at the
Shady Rest Country Club, which he
said led to “serious deterioration re-
sulting in expenditures of approxi-
mately $500,000 to repair, restore
and secure the building’s roof and
exterior.” The mayor also mentioned
the installation of the pavilion at
Brookside Park being “almost a year
behind schedule,” with the park it-
self, he added, not being “properly
maintained.”
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Tamaques
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FW Council
on the water company’s project to
replace water mains and to clean and
line water mains. The job began
Monday and is to be complete in July,
Mr. Bange said. Temporary, above-
ground piping will be installed on La
Grande Avenue, Laurel Place,
Maclennan Place, Clement Place,
First Street, Beech Avenue, Poplar
Place and Winfield Place. The hours
of work are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday.

There is also work being done on
Madison and Portland Avenues. Mr.
Bange said that work will take place
from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. and should be
complete by the end of the week.

Councilman Kevin Boris said he
would like to discuss having the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education pay part of the improve-
ments to the La Grande tennis courts
since the school’s tennis teams prac-
tice at the courts daily and hold
matches there. There is a resolution
to be introduced at the next meeting,
to award a contract for improvements
to the tennis courts.

The council also discussed putting
a crosswalk at The Chelsea at Fan-
wood. Councilmen Kranz and Boris
said having a crosswalk there gives a
“false sense of security” because it is
not at a traffic light. Councilman Jack
Molenaar said the crosswalk would
be at a T-intersection.

condition as well as the need for an
action plan for the handball wall at
Memorial Park.

Commission members also dis-
cussed the next steps in the investi-
gation into the feasibility of install-
ing a concession stand at Memorial
Park, which includes obtaining de-
sign and cost options and engaging
in further discussions with the
Westfield Soccer and Softball As-
sociations.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann provided commission
members with a detailed financial
report on each of the programs of-
fered by the recreation department.
The financial analysis revealed all of
the programs run by the department
are profitable, although revenue is
down slightly — approximately
$3,300 from this time last year —
which Mr. Kaufmann attributed to
increased competition by outside ven-
dors in the summer sports training
space. Mr. Kaufmann also mentioned
the positive feedback that the depart-
ment had received regarding the re-
cent Daddy-Daughter Dance.

The commission’s pool commit-
tee provided an update on registra-
tion numbers and a report on the
timeline for replacing the floors in
the women’s restroom. The pool will
open on Saturday, June 6, at 10 a.m.,
and registration for swimming les-
sons will take place on Saturday,
May 2, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., in
the Community Room at the mu-
nicipal building.

The commission’s next meeting
will take place on Monday, May 4.

Vets Ask For Support For
Memorial Pk. Renovations
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SP Council
the voting booth. She added that refer-
endums also take the onus off the
governing body that she said is elected
to make such decisions about funding.

Mayor Kevin Glover asked whether
a specific percentage of the trust fund
could be set aside statutorily to fi-
nance historic preservation activities
or, alternatively, a separate trust fund
could be created for that purpose. Mr.
Renaud said he would look into those
questions.

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — More than
half a dozen veterans joined Veterans
of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post No.
10136’s Commander Timothy S.
McLaughlin at Tuesday’s work ses-
sion meeting of the borough council to
ask the administration to support their
planned renovations to the Veterans
Memorial Park at Constitution Plaza.

Post Commander McLaughlin be-
gan with a detailed presentation of the
Post’s growing membership and its
strategic goals. Post No. 10136 now
has 46 members with several addi-
tional applications pending. In addi-
tion to participating in the annual Me-
morial Day and Veterans’ Day parades,
VFW members have increased their
participation in the community’s
schools. Several of the members have
spoken at annual assemblies at Deerfield
and Beechwood Schools and are work-
ing with civic organizations such as the
Girl Scouts and Brownies. The group
also continues to sponsor its Patriots’
Pen Essay contest.

According to Commander
McLaughlin, the VFW would like to
redesign Constitution Plaza to accom-
modate more visitors who may be at-
tending ceremonies or participating in

quiet reflection. He and the other veter-
ans provided each council member with
a PowerPoint presentation that featured
color photos of the proposed concep-
tual design, which includes the incor-
poration of the five military service
flags, permanent seating accompany-
ing the three-foot-high memorial wall,
and new landscaping. The veterans
would like to see the park, which is
located near the historic Levi Cory
House, become a focal point for the
community as well as a visible symbol
of Mountainside’s appreciation for the
service and sacrifice of its residents
who have served in all the nation’s
military operations.

The estimated costs of the project are
in the $30,000 range and the veterans
are beginning their fund-raising efforts,
which will include the sale of personal-
ized pavers to be incorporated into the
renovated park; possible corporate
sponsorships and donations of build-
ing materials and labor from local busi-
nesses. Any persons interested in sup-
porting the veterans’ efforts are en-
couraged to contact Post Commander
Timothy S. McLaughlin at VFW Post
10136, 1395 Birch Hill Road, Moun-
tainside, N.J. 07092.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli advised the
veterans that they had the council’s full
support and indicated that the borough’s
engineer would assist the group with
the application and permitting process
and encouraged them to set up a fund-
raising table at upcoming community
events.

In other business, the council agreed
to approve pool party fee waiver re-
quests from the Mountainside PTA and
Mountainside Youth Baseball as well
as gift checks for the Deerfield School
2015’s valedictorian and salutatorian
and a raffle application from the Friends
of American Cancer Society of New
Jersey for a 50/50 on-premises raffle
drawing.

The council’s next meeting will be
Tuesday, April 21, at 7:30 p.m.

Susan Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
EASTER MUSIC…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield’s Brass Ensemble
takes part in Easter services on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAVE A JELLY BEAN… Westfield Lions Club President Kirsten Zellner
gives out jelly beans during Saturday’s Easter Egg Hunt at Mindowaskin
Park. The Lions Club celebrated its 80th year of the popular Easter Egg Hunt
this year, with fun and treats for local children.


