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FW Adopts Ordinances, Passes
$1.3-Million Bond Ordinance

Recreation Commission
Backers Seek Referendum

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Supporters
say they have garnered more than
enough petition signatures to force a
referendum on whether to reverse the
township council’s vote last month to
abolish the recreation commission.

A petition containing 1,325 signa-
tures was delivered on Monday morn-
ing to Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina,
who will have 20 days to review the
signatures to ensure they are valid be-
fore deciding whether the referendum
question can be added to the Tuesday,
November 3 Election Day ballot. Un-
der state law, the required number of
petition signatures must be equal to 15
percent of the number of individual

ballots cast locally in the most recent
election for State Assembly. With
slightly more than 7,500 township resi-
dents voting in the 2013 elections for
Assembly, that meant that a minimum
of 1,130 signatures were required to
move the referendum forward.

If Mrs. Lacina certifies the petition
signatures as being valid and in order,
the referendum question — which will
ask township voters whether they want
to uphold the ordinance abolishing the
recreation commission —will appear
on the November ballot. If she finds
irregularities and rejects the petition,
the commission backers will likely
challenge the decision in court and
seek time to clarify or replace any
signatures deemed to be questionable.

The township council on March 17
voted to abolish the commission, which
was established in the late 1940s, in a
move that proponents said would
streamline municipal operations by
having the township recreation direc-
tor report directly to the township man-
ager rather than to the commission. At
the public hearing prior to the council’s
4-to-1 vote, several representatives of
local youth sports leagues spoke in
opposition to the move.

In the weeks since then, backers of
the commission held several petition-
signing events as well as going door-to-
door to collect signatures as part of an
effort that was publicized on social
media and elsewhere.

“We had nothing but good feed-
back” from residents, said Rich Duthie,
a member of the board of directors of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth Base-
ball Association (SP-FYBA), who
spearheaded the petition effort along
with his wife, Pam, and Shawn Johnson,
two former members of the recreation
commission; Neil Kaufman, SP-FYBA
president, and Bruce Moran, a baseball
league vice-president.

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times, Mr. Duthie praised the
efforts of his group and also com-
mended the “extremely helpful” ad-
vice provided by former township
manager Jerry Giaimis. Mr. Duthie also
noted that the boards of every youth
sports league in Scotch Plains, “com-
pletely supported” the petition effort.

Mr. Kaufman told The Times he felt
the “needs of the recreation commu-
nity were being slighted” as a result of
the council’s action three weeks ago.
He said the effort to disband the com-
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The borough coun-
cil approved in a special meeting
Monday, held prior to the agenda
meeting, four ordinances and three
resolutions.

On second reading, the council
approved establishing the deputy ad-
ministrator position. The ordinance
specifies the position with a salary
range of $18,500 to $22,000 per year.
Borough Chief Financial Officer Fred

Tompkins was appointed earlier this
year to the newly-created position of
deputy administrator, at a salary of
$20,000 a year.

The fee for use of a police patrol
car with a police-related activity was
raised to $150 per eight-hour time
block, per an ordinance revision.

An ordinance was amended regard-
ing the Length of Service Award Pro-
gram (LOSAP) for eligible active
volunteer members of the Fanwood
Rescue Squad and Fanwood Fire
Department.

Last month, the council said 19
members of the volunteer fire depart-
ment and the rescue squad for the
borough during the years 2007 to
2013 had not received the Length of
Service Award Program payment for
points above the 100-point mark.

Those eligible members who were
vested in the LOSAP, going back to
the year 2000, who did not receive
their payments for earning the 100-
point mark will get their annuity de-
posited into the LOSAP account once
the operating budget is adopted, Coun-
cilman Tom Kranz told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. Part of the
money is coming from PSE&G grant
money that is to be used for public
safety, Mr. Kranz said.

The amended ordinance passed
Monday was to make a cost-of-living
adjustment for the LOSAP rate, from
$600 to $713 for those earning at
least 50 points and from $1,200 to
$1,426 for those earning 100 points
or more.

A bond ordinance providing an
appropriation of $1.3 million for capi-

tal improvements and issuance of
$985,000 in bonds or notes for fi-
nancing part of the appropriation was
passed on first reading. The New Jer-
sey Department of Transportation is
to give a $250,000 grant to Fanwood
as part of this total.

The capital improvements include
various road improvements on Burns
Way, acquisition of a fire truck, a
senior bus and a fingerprinting sys-
tem for the police department, vari-
ous park and recreation improve-
ments, improvements to the munici-
pal building, sidewalk improvements,
and drainage improvements at
Glenside Avenue.

A resolution authorizing a $50,000
contract to Development Directions
for administration of the Fanwood
Rehabilitation Program was ap-
proved.

A resolution to hire a new police
officer to fill a vacancy in the Fanwood
police department was approved.
Kathleen Case was hired as a proba-
tionary officer.

Robert Newell Lighting Design of
Westfield was approved by resolu-
tion to design lighting under the pent
roof at the Community House for an
amount not to exceed $2,300. This
will be paid for from grant funds.

A resident meeting will be held on
Thursday, April 16, at 7 p.m., at the
Carriage House to discuss road im-
provements to Burns Way, Borough
Engineer Peter Bondar said.

Manager of Field Operations for
New Jersey American Water, Michael
Bange, gave an update to the council
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GETTING UPDATE… Michael Bange, manager of field operations for New Jersey American Water, updates the Fanwood
Borough Council on the water main replacement and cleaning and lining project.

LET’S  VOTE ON IT… Supporters of putting a referendum before voters to
decide whether the Scotch Plains Township Council’s action to eliminate the
recreation commission should stand or be overturned presented a petition with
1,325  signatures to the township clerk on Monday to put the referendum on the
November election ballot.

WF Commission Considers
Turf Field at Tamaques Park

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Members of the
recreation commission agreed on
Monday night to authorize an inves-
tigation into the feasibility of turfing
Field 4 at the lower end of the upper
part of Tamaques Park. The commis-
sion will retain John Bell Associates,
an engineering and planning com-
pany, to prepare a preliminary report
and schematic which it will review at
its next meeting.

Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse detailed the significant in-
crease in the number of children in
town who are participating in youth
sports as well as the challenges with
scheduling field use, particularly in
the spring, when both the soccer and
lacrosse programs need access to prac-
tice and game facilities. He also noted

the increased popularity of the PAL
Flag Football program, which is con-
ducted at Tamaques Park.

Mr. Echausse explained to the pub-
lic that since Westfield is a mature
community with very limited open
space available for development, there
were few options available and, based
on a preliminary review, it appears
that the Field 4 area may be the best
location for a turf field.

The commission held an extensive
discussion regarding the need to im-
prove conditions in the community’s
other parks, several of which were
damaged during the severe winter
weather. The commission discussed
the poor conditions of the walking
paths in Tamaques Park and agreed a
“quick strike” project was necessary
in order to immediately improve their

OUT FOR A CRUISE...Joan and Sherman Feller of Fanwood take time out to
read The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times while on a river cruise to Holland and
Belgium where they visited Hoorn, the Netherlands, the birthplace of Dutch
mariner William Schouten, who was the first to round South America's Cape
Horn.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY EASTER…The Easter Bunny greets children during Saturday’s
Westfield Lions Club-sponsored Easter Egg Hunt at Mindowaskin Park.

Council to Vote on Zoo Site,
Brookside Pond Funding

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council will consider twin reso-
lutions later this month to continue
clean-up efforts at the former Terry-
Lou Zoo property and at the pond at
Brookside Park.

Recreation Director Ray Poerio
urged the council at its conference
meeting on Tuesday to move forward
on the two projects, both of which
were set to be started a year ago
before the council first rejected a
capital bond ordinance that contained
the financing and then, two months
later, voted down two funding reso-
lutions for the projects.

At its Tuesday, April 21 meeting,
the council will vote on a resolution
authorizing the engineering firm of
Hatch Mott MacDonald, which also
serves as the township engineer, to
begin environment evaluations and
clean-up efforts at the zoo property.
A significant question for the council
to consider involves state reimburse-
ment of a large portion of the $91,000
cost earmarked for the work at the
zoo site. Accepting the state assis-
tance would require the township to
approve a deed restriction on the prop-
erty so that it remains as a recreation
facility in perpetuity. That provision
raised concerns among some on the
council, both last year and this week,
with Deputy Mayor Colleen
Gialanella saying she was hesitant
about “making a lifetime commit-
ment” for the expected $60,000 in
state reimbursement. She said she
was concerned about locking future
councils into a lifetime commitment
to keeping the property as a recre-
ation facility.

Mr. Poerio, who expressed his sup-
port for keeping the land as open
space, said the first step is “cleaning
it up.” Councilman Llewellyn Jones
agreed, saying that going forward
with the cleanup before addressing
the question of the property’s future
status is preferable so that the land
stops being used as temporary stag-

ing and storage areas for various
projects in town. In late 2012, the zoo
property was filled for months with
collected debris from Superstorm
Sandy and at present, the water com-
pany is storing pipes there while it
works on local streets.

Another issue that arose on Tues-
day was when Mr. Poerio mentioned
there was some $90,000 in unspent
grant funds sitting in a township ac-
count for the past few years. Neither
he nor anyone else seemed to know
the origins of the money, but Town-
ship Attorney Robert Renaud said he
will investigate.

In other business, Councilwoman
Rose Checchio urged the governing
body to pass an ordinance that would
put a referendum question on the
November ballot asking residents if
they favor allowing money from the
township’s open space trust fund to
be used to finance historic preserva-
tion activities. When the fund was
established in 1999, its purposes were
specifically limited to open space and
recreation activities. “Historic pres-
ervation has been neglected for years,”
she said.

Councilman John Del Sordi, Jr.
agreed, saying that broadening the
fund’s reach to historic preservation
“secures it” for the future. Council-
man Jones noted that even if a refer-
endum was passed, it would merely
give future councils the “option” to
fund historic preservation projects.
Deputy Mayor Gialanella was skep-
tical of the referendum idea, saying
that funding for historic preservation
can always be included in the mu-
nicipal and capital budgets. Even if a
referendum was approved, she said,
there would still be nothing to ensure
that open space trust fund money
would go toward historic preserva-
tion projects.

Mrs. Gialanella also felt that refer-
endum questions on ballots “could
cause confusion” among voters, many
of whom, she said, are unaware of
ballot questions when they step into


