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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Board Okays Subdivisions On
Elizabeth Ave., North Ave. West

Recreation Commission Considers
Turf Field at Tamaques Park

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Members of the
recreation commission agreed on
Monday night to authorize an in-
vestigation into the feasibility of
turfing Field 4 at the lower end of
the upper part of Tamaques Park.
The commission will retain John
Bell Associates, an engineering and
planning company, to prepare a pre-
liminary report and schematic
which it will review at its next meet-
ing.

Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse detailed the significant
increase in the number of children
in town who are participating in

youth sports as well as the chal-
lenges with scheduling field use,
particularly in the spring, when both
the soccer and lacrosse programs
need access to practice and game
facilities. He also noted the in-
creased popularity of the PAL Flag
Football program, which is con-
ducted at Tamaques Park.

Mr. Echausse explained to the
public that since Westfield is a ma-
ture community with very limited
open space available for develop-
ment, there were few options avail-
able and, based on a preliminary
review, it appears that the Field 4
area may be the best location for a
turf field.

The commission held an exten-
sive discussion regarding the need
to improve conditions in the
community’s other parks, several
of which were damaged during the
severe winter weather. The com-
mission discussed the poor condi-
tions of the walking paths in
Tamaques Park and agreed a “quick
strike” project was necessary in
order to immediately improve their
condition as well as the need for an
action plan for the handball wall at
Memorial Park.

Commission members also dis-
cussed the next steps in the investi-
gation into the feasibility of install-
ing a concession stand at Memorial
Park, which includes obtaining de-
sign and cost options and engaging
in further discussions with the
Westfield Soccer and Softball As-
sociations.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann provided commission
members with a detailed financial
report on each of the programs of-
fered by the recreation department.
The financial analysis revealed all
of the programs run by the depart-
ment are profitable, although rev-
enue is down slightly — approxi-
mately $3,300 from this time last
year — which Mr. Kaufmann at-
tributed to increased competition
by outside vendors in the summer
sports training space. Mr. Kaufmann
also mentioned the positive feed-
back that the department had re-
ceived regarding the recent Daddy-
Daughter Dance.

The commission’s pool commit-
tee provided an update on registra-
tion numbers and a report on the
timeline for replacing the floors in
the women’s restroom. The pool
will open on Saturday, June 6, at 10
a.m., and registration for swimming
lessons will take place on Saturday,
May 2, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., in
the Community Room at the mu-
nicipal building.

The commission’s next meeting
will take place on Monday, May 4.

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – On Monday
evening the planning board bid a
fond farewell to Bill Drew, town
planner, who is headed to retire-
ment, and welcomed Donald
Sammet as the new town planner.

Mr. Sammet comes with the ex-
perience of 11 years in Asbury Park,
and prior to that, four years in
Montclair. He told The Westfield
Leader that he is looking forward
to working in Westfield.

During its meeting, the board ap-
proved a minor subdivision with a
variance for developer Michael
Mahoney for property at 227 Eliza-
beth Avenue. The applicant was

seeking approval to demolish the
existing house and driveways, and
to subdivide the property into two
lots and construct a new single-
family home on each lot. Mr.
Mahoney was seeking variance re-
lief from an ordinance to allow a lot
frontage of 41.72 feet where a front-
age of 60 feet is required.

Attorney Stephen Hehl repre-
sented Mr. Mahoney and said the
lot width far exceeds what is re-
quired and will be able to fit two
homes. Thomas Quinn, the project
engineer, said the existing two-story
home and shed will be demolished.
The proposal is to make two rectan-
gular lots. He said the lots’ frontage
is narrow, but it widens in the back.
He said that grading will be done to
level out the property, which is bor-
dered in the back by a berm. Town
Engineer Kris McAloon asked
about the type of trees that will be
planted.

The applicant’s planner, David
Karlebach, told the board that by
subdividing the property Mr.
Mahoney is more in keeping with
the neighborhood. “There is no det-
riment to the public, only good,” he

said. Mr. McAloon asked that the
applicant get approval from the
town’s tree commission before
planting new trees. Board Vice-
Chairman Robert Newell said, “It’s
a good application.”

The board also approved a minor
subdivision for D. Villane Construc-
tion, LLC, for 875 North Avenue
West. The applicant was seeking
approval to subdivide two non-con-
forming lots, identified as Lots 9
and 10. No variances were sought.
Mr. Hehl also represented the ap-
plicant. Mr. Hehl said Lot 9 has a
wetlands permit approval.

“Lot 9 has a 52-foot frontage and
a 57-foot back width,” Mr. Hehl
said. “Lot 10 is an 80-foot front and
a 120-foot width in the back.” Mr.
Hehl said the property meets all
town requirements. Mr. Drew ques-
tioned the setback of other homes
in the area. He said he would like to
see it be consistent with the sur-
rounding homes.

Richard Thompson, who owns
the property next door, told the
board he was concerned about run-
off. Edward Dec, the applicant’s

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
MEET THE EASTER BUNNY… This mother introduces her infant to the Easter Bunny  during Saturday’s annual Easter
Egg Hunt at Mindowaskin Park.

Photo Courtesy of Donna Audino
GIRL SCOUTS ROCK!... Members of Tamaques Fourth-Grade Girl Scout
Troop No. 40491 enjoy The Westfield Leader during their visit to Rocking Horse
Ranch Resort in Highland, N.Y. from March 20 to 22. The trip was three years
in the making as the girls celebrated a successful cookie sale program with
hundreds of Girl Scouts from the Tri-State area.
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Susan Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BEAUTIFUL MUSIC…The Presbyterian Church in Westfield’s choir sings
during Easter services on Sunday.
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Vets Ask For Support For
Memorial Pk. Renovations

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — More than
half a dozen veterans joined Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post
No. 10136’s Commander Timothy
S. McLaughlin at Tuesday’s work
session meeting of the borough
council to ask the administration to
support their planned renovations
to the Veterans Memorial Park at
Constitution Plaza.

Post Commander McLaughlin be-
gan with a detailed presentation of
the Post’s growing membership and
its strategic goals. Post No. 10136
now has 46 members with several
additional applications pending. In
addition to participating in the an-
nual Memorial Day and Veterans’
Day parades, VFW members have
increased their participation in the
community’s schools. Several of the
members have spoken at annual as-
semblies at Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools and are work-
ing with civic organizations such as
the Girl Scouts and Brownies. The
group also continues to sponsor its

Patriots’ Pen Essay contest.
According to Commander

McLaughlin, the VFW would like
to redesign Constitution Plaza to
accommodate more visitors who
may be attending ceremonies or
participating in quiet reflection. He
and the other veterans provided each
council member with a PowerPoint
presentation that featured color
photos of the proposed conceptual
design, which includes the incor-
poration of the five military service
flags, permanent seating accompa-
nying the three-foot-high memo-
rial wall, and new landscaping. The
veterans would like to see the park,
which is located near the historic
Levi Cory House, become a focal
point for the community as well as
a visible symbol of Mountainside’s
appreciation for the service and sac-
rifice of its residents who have
served in all the nation’s military
operations.

The estimated costs of the project
are in the $30,000 range and the
veterans are beginning their fund-

Old Peppy Supporters
Come Out for Last Stand
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — More than a dozen
members of the public came out Tues-
day night at the township committee
official meeting to voice their com-
ments on the committee’s decision to
cut down Old Peppy, the over 200-
year-old Pepperidge tree that symbol-
izes Cranford’s heritage. The new fire
chief for Cranford was also announced.

Captain Daniel Czeh was promoted
to fire chief. He has served some 20
years on the Cranford Fire Depart-
ment, Commissioner Mary O’Connor
told The Westfield Leader. “He is a
very solid choice,” she said.

Last year, the township committee
had two companies assess Old Peppy.
In six years, about nine assessments
were done. Old Peppy had lost a large
limb, which has started the process of
assessment of the tree’s health.

Neil Hendrickson, Northeast Tech-
nical Researcher for Bartlett Tree Ser-
vice, said his findings stated in his
report to the township last year were
based on the aboriculture industry stan-
dard methodology, TRAQ, Tree Risk
Assessment Qualification. He stated
that Maser Consulting’s report con-
ducted last year did not use this method.
To compare the two reports are like
comparing “apples and oranges,” he
said.

In Mr. Hendrickson’s assessment,
he said the likelihood of failure of
branches of the tree were possible to
probable and the likelihood of a branch
striking a person was low. He said a
fence that would encircle the tree along
its drip line would prevent any fallen
branches from hitting a pedestrian. He
did not believe the tree would fall over.

Whereas, Gustav DeBlasio, a land-
scape architect with Maser Consult-
ing who also did an assessment last
year, said he believed the tree could
fall over because he said the tree is
“severely unbalanced because of the
loss of the canopy.” He said the ca-
bling done to the tree “didn’t work.”

Mr. Hendrickson said he would not
recommend cutting down the tree.
Mr. DeBlasio said he recommended
cutting the tree down because he cited
the tree as a safety hazard.

“We’d like to save this tree…but I
would never pass a park with this tree
in it. … No fence is going to hold a 12-
inch limb in that fence...they will
bounce 25 feet,” Mr. DeBlasio said.

“Failure occurs when load exceeds
strength…It has survived Sandy,” Mr.
Hendrickson said.

“It is up to us to decide how much
risk is acceptable,” Commissioner
O’Connor said.

“To achieve the level of risk people
are comfortable with, the suburbs
would look like a pool table,” Mr.
Hendrickson replied.

Jim Nichnadowicz, a resident of
Adams Avenue and the chairman of
the Union County Shade Tree Advi-
sory Board, said Old Peppy “is on the
New Jersey list of big trees.” He agreed
that putting a fence around the tree
would make it safe should branches
fall. He compared it to putting up a
fence around a baseball field or the
Garden State Parkway to protect pe-
destrians.

Barbara Krause, a member of the
tree advisory board in Cranford, said
there had been many reports conducted
over six years’ time, and the township
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PROPOSED RENOVATION...The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) made a
detailed presentation, including this rendering, to renovate Memorial Park in
Mountainside to the borough council at their Tuesday night meeting.


