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CRANFORD — Cranford’s His-
toric Murals Restoration Project
achieved national recognition at
a ceremony on March 14, hosted
by the Crane’s Ford Daughters of
the American Revolution (DAR)
at the Cranford Municipal Build-
ing. The local chapter had sub-
mitted the mural project for the
award sponsored by the National
DAR in Washington, D.C.

It was presented by Cranford
DAR to those who were instru-
mental in the painting restora-
tion of four historic murals now
prominently displayed on the
walls of the municipal building
meeting room. Each mural is 78
inches wide by 50 inches high

and provides a visual history of
Cranford in vivid colors.

The award is specifically for
volunteer efforts. The require-
ments read, “The Historic Pres-
ervation Recognition Award is
designed to recognize worthy
local individuals and groups for
outstanding achievements in all
areas of historic preservation.
The recipients are expected to
have contributed to their com-
munity in an outstanding volun-
teer manner.”

 The award presented to the
Township by Cranford DAR was a
framed certificate including the
history of the murals and their
restoration. Union County Free-
holder Bette Jane Kowalski pre-
sented a county resolution com-
mending the award recipients.

The lengthy credentials re-
quired for the award application
were prepared by Cranford DAR
American History Chairwoman
Barbara Krause. In presenting
the award, Mrs. Krause indicated,
“The people we honor today
worked collaboratively for four
years with little public recogni-
tion. This is our way of showing
appreciation for the successful
restoration of these four murals
which illuminate this room with
rich colors depicting our town’s
history for generations to come.”

The five recipients include:
former Cranford Mayor Robert
Puhak; former Cranford High
School history teacher and town-
ship historian Larry Fuhro (post-
humously), whose award was ac-
cepted by his wife, Laura Fuhro;
Cranford artistic consultant for
the restoration, Deb Leber;
Cranford Public School District
Board of Education, represented
by BOE president Mary Venditti;
Township of Cranford, repre-
sented by Mayor Andis Kalnins.

The four murals were originally
painted during the Depression-
era Works Progress Administra-
tion of the 1930s by Cranford
artist Everett S. Ward and com-

pleted in 1942. They tell the
story of Cranford through four
scenes of town history: The origi-
nal Lenape Indian tribe; first Eu-
ropean settlers; Revolutionary
War; railroad and Victorian era.

Originally hung in Cranford
High School library, they were
removed during school renova-
tion in the 1960s and stored
away, not rediscovered as a set
until 2008, when Larry Fuhro
and Bob Puhak began the pro-
cess of public awareness, realiz-
ing their unique historic value.
The board of education shared
that value, secured grant fund-
ing and provided work space at
the high school where staff and
students could observe the two-
year restoration effort. Ms. Leber
retained restoration specialist
Angelito David to perform the
extensive artistic work required
to repair years of dust and dam-
age to the canvases. Mr. Fuhro
lent his vast knowledge of
Cranford history to the research
required.

Crane’s Ford DAR Regent Mary
Leonard welcomed more than
60 guests attending the cer-
emony including the Cranford
family of the original mural art-
ist Everett Ward. The entire
township committee: Mayor
Kalnins; Deputy Mayor Lisa
Adubato; Commissioners Tom
Hannen, Jr., Mary O’Connor and
Robert D’Ambola attended with
Township Administrator Terence
Wall and Police Chief James
Wozniak.

Also attending were members
of the Cranford Historical Soci-
ety and President Margaret
Gerlach; Cranford Preservation
Advisory Board; Union County
Historical Society and New Jer-
sey State DAR representative
Kitty Bowers. A guest reception
was hosted by the Cranford DAR.

CR Historic Murals Awarded Nat’l Recognition

RESTORATION RECOGNITION...Recipients of the Historic Murals Resto-
ration Award are recognized for their efforts at a ceremony March 14 at the
Cranford Municipal Building. Pictured, from left to right, are: Barbara Krause
and Regent Mary Leonard, Crane’s Ford Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, with artist Deb Leber; former mayor Robert Puhak; Board of Education
President Mary Venditti; Mayor Andis Kalnins and Laura Fuhro.

CRANFORD
Friday, March 20, following a

motor vehicle stop, Manuel Soto,
42, of Elizabeth was arrested
and charged with possession of a
hypodermic syringe; and Brian
Sarratt, 47, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested and charged with posses-
sion of heroin, possession of para-
phernalia and hindering appre-
hension.

Saturday, March 21, Damon
Ross, 43, of Roselle was charged
with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) following a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and re-
leased pending an appearance in
Municipal Court.

Saturday, March 21, Joao
DaSilva, 51, of Roselle Park was
arrested and charged with un-
lawful possession of a weapon
following a motor vehicle stop.
Police recovered a pellet hand-
gun from the vehicle. DaSilva
was processed and released
pending an appearance in Supe-
rior Court.

Saturday, March 21, Demor
Barber, 24, of Irvington was ar-

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GOP Picks Cuccaro, Sarno
To Run for Garwood Council
GARWOOD — The Garwood Re-

publican Committee has selected
Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro and Jo-
seph R. Sarno III as its 2015
nominees for borough council.

Ms. Cuccaro has resided in
Garwood for nearly 50 years,
where she raised her son, Eric
Meyer. As a businesswoman serv-
ing the Garwood community, she
has a an insight into why people
choose to sell their homes in
Garwood and why new residents
continue to come here. Ms.
Cuccaro is a realtor for Coldwell
Banker, having sold scores of
homes in the community. She
attended Union County College
where she studied urban studies
and creative writing.

Mr. Sarno is a lifelong New
Jersey resident. He attended
Albright College in Reading, Pa.,
and graduated cum laude with a
degree in accounting and politi-
cal science. In college, he also
starred as a cross country and
long distance runner for the track
and field team. He currently works
at SS&C GlobeOP in Cranford as

a senior accountant and has over
nine years of accounting and
analytical experience in the al-
ternative investment world. His
service has assured that inves-
tors are protected from securi-
ties fraud, embezzlement, and
other forms of theft.

Garwood GOP Chairman Jim
Mathieu said he is enthusiastic
about Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno
running for Garwood borough
council.

“I first met each of them when
I challenged the Republican es-
tablishment in the 2013 Garwood
Republican primary. Ileen and
Joe are shining examples of the
new type of candidates our party
is selecting — people of charac-
ter who will vote like Republi-
cans. I expect each of them to
bring fresh ideas and approaches
to keeping Garwood affordable
for current and future residents.”

To volunteer, contribute or
meet the candidates in person,
please contact Mr. Mathieu at
(917) 626-0207 or by e-mail at
jimmathieu71@gmail.com.
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