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More Letters to the Editor
As of last year, the police depart-
ment became whole again at 16
officers with the unanimous sup-
port of the council and of course,
we are required to pay for this.
The third largest are the funds
required to pay for the emer-
gency roof repairs at Borough
Hall at $37,000 ($19 per home).
The fourth increase is the debt
service bill of $34,000 ($18 per
home), which allows for the bond
sale this year to permanently
finance the borough’s capital
projects for the past 11 years.
These projects include a garbage
truck, senior citizen bus, many
road improvements, the new rec-
reation complex, and more.

We will continue to strive for
ways to save taxpayer dollars with-
out jeopardizing services Garwood
residents deserve and have come
to expect. Presently, the council is
looking at opportunities for shared
services. Also, the finance com-
mittee is working with a company
that would provide residents with
tax incentives to shop locally. At
least one other town is interested
in teaming up with us to make this
worthwhile. We look forward to
reaching out to the local business
community in the near future to
see if they would be interested in
this program.

Garwood Councilpersons
Louis Petruzzelli

Sara Todisco
Mike Martin

There they go again, justify-
ing, spinning and actually brag-
ging about increasing taxes.
With 19 homes for sale, an-
other eight in pre-foreclosure,
the Garwood finance commit-
tee just doesn’t seem to get
that we cannot afford their reck-
less spending and tax increases.
In a recent letter to the editor,
they make a failed attempt at
trying to explain away the in-
crease by taking no account-
ability and ignoring the facts.
Increases to the 2015 budget
include: an addition $31,000
for the Athletic Complex (last
year they said it would be
$2,000), $33,000 in debt ser-
vice payments due to the AFC
and neglected infrastructure
projects, $7,000 increase to the
recreation department, $17,000
for the planning board, $11,100
to the municipal clerk, $23,845
initial cost for computer soft-
ware, $20,000 taxes raised,
$18,800 in legal fees, $17,000
for pension line items, and
$37,000 in municipal roof re-
pairs that should be covered in
the “surplus.” In addition, the
failure of the finance commit-
tee to understand and prepare
for fluctuations in RVSA fees
will now cost us $86,000 even
though the fees are flat over the
past five years.

The budget proposed by the
Garwood finance committee is
more per household than
Westfield and Cranford com-
bined. How can a borough of
4,200 people see such drastic
increases year after year? It is
because we have people in
charge that have zero real world
budget experience. They sim-

Spring Cleanup Time Helps Needy
And Protects the Environment

Now that spring may finally
have arrived, and we will all be-
gin our spring cleaning, I want to
reprint this letter to all readers to
encourage reduce-reuse-recycle
of so much of our ‘stuff”. Such
actions will reduce our consump-
tion of natural resources, and
protect our air, water and land
from further pollution. So, with
an eye towards reducing our ‘bulk
waste, I remind all readers of the
following:

Furniture assist in Kenilworth
takes furniture, tables, chairs,
small working appliances, beds,
kitchen utensils, pictures, knick-
knacks, lamps, yard tools, toys,
clothing, and books among other
things for reuse by those in need.
The Red Cross takes medical
items such as walkers and
crutches. There are clothing bins
at the Home Depot.

The Lupus and Leukemia Soci-
ety (Unique on Route 22) will
take pictures, lamps, knock-
knacks, tools, clothing, pots and
pans and many other items. Foam
Pak in Springfield recycles
Styrofoam. The Fanwood Recy-
cling Center accepts car batter-
ies, compact discs, and DVDs.

We can take hazardous materi-
als to the Union County Hazard-
ous Waste recycling days, and
computers, televisions, phones,
and anything electronic to the
County Electronic recycling days.

Vehicle, including bicycle tires,
can be brought to the hazardous
waste day. Home Depot accepts
fluorescent bulbs.

Garwood and Cranford librar-
ies accept books for reuse. The
Westfield Rotary Club collects
bicycles and sewing machines
for reuse in foreign countries.
Home Depot and Radio Shack
accept rechargeable and lithium
batteries. Appliances can be
placed at the curb for pick-up.

UPS accepts packaging for re-
use. Clothes hangers can be
brought to dry cleaners. Shop
Rite and Pathmark accept plastic
bags. The Garwood Lions Club
accepts glasses and hearing aids
in their mailbox on Center Street;
damaged/ripped American flags
can be brought to the mailbox
right next to it.

Metal can be brought to scrap
dealers in Plainfield or Newark
for cash! The Cranford recycling
center accepts plastics with num-
bers 5,6, and 7 on them. Garwood
residents are supposed to re-
cycle cans, glass, aluminum, plas-
tic containers, milk and OJ con-
tainers, newspapers/mail, cor-
rugated cardboard and maga-
zines. Wood can be burned in a
fireplace.

When you get down to it, the
vast majority of items that are
placed in bulk waste pick-up can
be recycled or reused. I urge all
Garwood residents to go through
our ‘junk’ to see if it can be
reduced, reused or recycled. I
know there are other places to
which we can bring our ‘stuff’
that I have not listed. I urge you
to call the Borough Recycling
Coordinator or me if you are
uncertain as to how to properly
dispose of something. Together,
we can reduce our waste,
repurpose our tax dollars, and
protect our environment.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman

Difficult Tax Increase

Garwood, Big Heart, Big Taxes
ply copy and paste from the
previous year and add in-
creases. They have no plan, no
solution. They push through
their pet projects without al-
lowing the people to vote on
them and now our small town
with a big heart is starting to
see the ramifications of their
carelessness.

By approving the $3.2-million
AFC without putting it up for the
people of Garwood to vote on,
the council ignored capital ex-
penditures the borough requires
like police dispatch computer
system, police dictaphone sys-
tem, DPW equipment that is
30+ years old, the 30+ year old
fire trucks and lack of a $1-
million ladder truck to fight fires
at The Pointe, St. Anne’s senior
housing (which, when opened,
is going to create an even big-
ger drain on resources) and the
fire on Second Avenue. There
are streets in Garwood that have
not been repaved in 40 years,
sidewalks falling into disrepair,
etc. Now we have to pay for all
the items we already needed to
borrow money for but hid from
the public when the AFC was
approved.

In addition, there is no syn-
ergy between the municipality
and the board of education. We
work in silos, which creates
blown up budgets that hurt us,
the taxpayers. The BOE has al-
ready said they are raising taxes
an average of $217 per house,
which may have been avoided
with smart collaboration. For
years they have gotten away
with irresponsible increases.
The numbers don’t lie and we
love this town too much to allow
it to continue in the direction
it’s headed.

Sal Piarulli
Garwood

CRANFORD — The Crane’s
Ford Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution will sponsor a
program entitled “History of
the Jersey Shore” on Satur-
day, April 11. Presented by
Kevin Woyce, it will take place
at 1 p.m. at the Cranford Com-
munity Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

Mr. Woyce is an author, pho-
tographer and lecturer. A life-

long resident of New Jersey, he
has written many books on re-
gional history of New Jersey
and New York.

His program “History of the
Jersey Shore” will be illustrated
with original photography and
vintage images of Jersey shore
beaches, boardwalks, light-
houses and hotels. All are wel-
come and refreshments will be
served.

Author to Spotlight Jersey Shore History

Probitas Verus Honos


