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due to its location along the NJ
Transit Raritan Valley Rail Line
and Garwood being “more or less
a transit village,” Mr. Vinegra
said.

Richard Kozel, the attorney rep-
resenting the property’s owner,
Millen Industries Inc., and its
principal, Ken Schulman, did not
dispute the report, but he would
not state whether he agreed with
its conclusion that the paper-
board plant was in need of rede-
velopment.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
pressed Mr. Kozel four times if he
agreed or disagreed with Harbor’s
determination. But Mr. Kozel de-
ferred each time, acknowledging
on one occasion with a laugh that
he was not directly answering
the question. Instead, he said
only that such a determination
would make transitioning the
property to another use easier.

Mr. Kozel also said the plant
has environmental contamina-
tion contained within the perim-
eter of the plant walls that likely
would cost between $800,000
and $1 million to correct. Until
the exact level of contamination
is specified, he could not offer an
opinion on the determination.

He bristled at the use of the
word “blight” although two resi-
dents, including former planning
board member Al Del Conte, de-
scribed the property as “blighty”
and “an eyesore.” Planning Board
Chairman Steve Greet referred
to it as “blightful.”

Mr. Kozel told the board how the
plant is operating at a minimal
level, with five people for recycling
various types of paper. At its peak,
he said, the plant, which was built
to produce musical organs, had
more than 105 employees spread
out over three shifts as it operated
24 hours a day.

But about 10 years ago, he
said, the price of recycled paper
plummeted to one sixth of its
previous value, about $20 a ton,
with countries such as China and

India dominating the market.
The Schulmans, who purchased

the property in the 1970s, inves-
tigated redeveloping the prop-
erty, but with the price of re-
cycled paper rebounding in re-
cent years, the family also is
considering amping up produc-
tion again.

Mr. Kozel said Millen looked
into a mixed-use of retail and
housing, but rejected the idea
when it could not find many in-
terested developers.

The most promising proposal
was some combination of elderly
housing, such as an age 55-and-
up community, assisted living
facility, nursing home or a mix-
ture of all three.

“It’s something very, very in-
teresting,” he said. “We intend to
look in that direction, but I don’t
want the board to think we’ve
foreclosed the idea of reopening
the plant.”

Except for the abstentions of
Mayor Charles Lombardo and
Borough Council President Bill
Nierstedt, the board voted unani-
mously to declare the site in
need of redevelopment.

In other action, the board sent
its recommendations to the bor-
ough council regarding its still
yet to be introduced ordinance
on temporary sidewalk signs.

The board spent more than half
an hour before deciding to ask the
council to: consider prohibiting
lighted temporary signs, allow a
“T sign” in addition to A-frame
and easel types, restrict the signs
being permitted to only during
hours of operation, mandate that
they must be stored inside when
not in use and that they be no
wider than two feet and greater
than eight square feet.

It rejected a suggestion from
Mr. Nierstedt that plastic be
banned as the signs’ composi-
tion. Although North and South
Avenues are replete with the
signs already, borough ordi-
nances do not permit them.

level of service and cost was to
be determined as the month of
April progressed, Mr. Mathieu
said.

That drew a tone of concern
from Councilwoman Sara
Todisco, who felt the building
would not require a lot of work
and asked for an update before
the council’s next meeting on
Tuesday, April 14.

The council met in an executive
session for about 30 minutes to
hear an update from its attorney
with regard to contract negotia-
tions before a mediator with the
police officers’ union. No details
were revealed after the closed-
door session.

Councilwoman and Parking
Committee Chairwoman Ann
Tarantino told the council that
she had received a commitment
from the manager of the Burger
King restaurant on North Avenue
about increasing the number of
commuter parking spots from
the current 15. The exact num-
ber was still a matter of discus-
sion with higher management at
Burger King.

In another parking issue, Mayor
Lombardo said he had discussed
residents’ concerns about traffic
and cars around Lincoln School
with Schools Superintendent
Teresa Quigley, who agreed to
send reminders to parents about
drop-off and pick-up regulations.

Paperboard Plant Area in Need
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HUG THE EASTER BUNNY… Kids enjoy the Cranford Junior Woman’s
Club’s “Breakfast with the Easter Bunny” event Saturday morning at the
Cranford Community Center.

GW Councilpersons Explain the
Difficult Tax Increases Coming

Although the Garwood Borough
Council faced many difficult in-
creases this year, the council
finance committee wishes to ad-
vise residents that the council
was able to work on the budget
and reduce it to the borough’s
3rd lowest increase in the past
13 years. As a finance commit-
tee, we are upset to have to
announce an increase for us all,
and we would like to shed some
light on why.

For one, the largest increase
we faced this year was an $86,000
increase from the Rahway Valley
Sewer Authority (RVSA), which
equates to $45 on the average
home. In other words, if Garwood
separated sewer charges from
the tax bill, as so many of our
neighboring towns do, the aver-
age home would expect a $40
tax increase this year instead of
$85. (The other $45 would be

‘hidden’ in our separate sewer
bills — we would still have to pay
it.) That would be the second
lowest tax increase in 13 years
(next to $39 from last year).

Although this year’s tax increase
may appear to be larger than our
neighboring towns, one should
remember that we keep sewer
and garbage inside the tax bill
unlike the others. We do not
believe in separating these items,
as doing so is simply a game, and
would reduce our property tax
deduction on our federal income
taxes, thereby increasing our
federal income taxes.

While some would like to at-
tribute the tax increase to our
debt, in fact the second largest
portion of the tax increase is due
to the contractual increase of
$40,000 ($21 per home) to our
police department for salaries.
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