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Paperboard Plant Declared
Area In Need of Redevelopment

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning
board has declared the Garwood
Paperboard plant property on
North Avenue an “area in need of
redevelopment” and has for-
warded its recommendation to
the borough council for further
action.

The decision on March 25 was
the first step in possibly trans-
forming the 4.54-acre plot on
the east edge of the borough, a
largely vacant, hulking, four-
story, 115-year-old structure
with smaller buildings, into an-
other use, such as an over-55
housing unit and/or nursing
home.

If the borough agrees with the
determination, it can develop a
plan for the property and work
with the owner to implement it.

Zoning Code Official Victor
Vinegra, who works for the plan-
ning board’s designated engi-
neering firm Harbor Consultants
of Cranford, explained how his
firm determined that the prop-
erty met three of the state’s

eight criteria for declaring it “in
need of redevelopment.” Only
one is required for the declara-
tion.

Highlighting Harbor Consult-
ants’ 77-page report, Mr. Vinegra
noted how the buildings are
largely empty and contain bro-
ken windows with tin or wood
covering them. Moreover, much
of the underdeveloped areas of
the property has overgrown veg-
etation.

While the building is not crum-
bling, he said, those conditions
met criteria “B” of a “discontinu-
ance of use” that made it in “so
great a state of disrepair as to be
untenable.”

Additionally, Mr. Vinegra ex-
plained, the property met crite-
ria “D” that the age of the build-
ings’ obsolescent design and
state of dilapidation made them
“detrimental to the safety, health,
morals, or welfare of the com-
munity.”

And finally, the parcel was “con-
sistent with smart growth plan-
ning principles” – criteria “H” –
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ADDRESSING PLANNING BOARD…  Richard Kozel, the attorney for
Millen Industries and the Schulman family, owners of the Garwood Paper-
board plant, speaks to the Garwood Planning Board on March 25.
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EASTER BUNNY AND PANCAKES… TheCranford Jaycees held their an-
nual Pancake Breakfast with the Easter Bunny Sunday morning at the
Cranford VFW hall on South Avenue.  The event raised money for the
Cranford First Aid Squad. Pictured are the Easter Bunny greeting Mia and
Amy Andre.
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GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on March 24 decided to accept
the bid of Equipment Rental Ser-
vices to replace the Houston-
headquartered Waste Manage-
ment as the borough’s recycling
collector, choosing the company
after a debate which sparked a
heated discussion and concerns
of corruption.

Councilman Jim Mathieu was
the lone opponent to Equipment
Rental, of Staten Island, N.Y.,
which Borough Administrator/
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
disclosed was owned by the son
of the borough’s former recy-
cling collector, Great Northern.

Mr. Mathieu said he was un-
equivocally against the return to
any company affiliated with Great
Northern, recalling how he and
other council members in 2011
received the specifications for
renewing at “the 11th hour” and
“were put under a lot of pressure
internally” to extend the con-
tract with the company without
going for bid.

“What I’m trying to say is there
were shenanigans,” Mr. Mathieu
said. “I’m just saying there are
some advocates within this ad-
ministration for Great North-
ern...”

“He means me,” interjected Ms.
Ariemma, who earlier in the dis-
cussion said she had received
numerous more complaints about
Waste Management than with

Great Northern. “I don’t know
what you’re implying, council-
man, but I’m telling you the truth,
the facts. There’s no impropri-
eties.”

Mr. Mathieu and Ms. Ariemma
disputed the details of the 2011
contract, with Mr. Mathieu say-
ing Waste Management’s bid
saved the borough money and
Ms. Ariemma saying the bids were
“pennies” apart.

The conflict arose out of the
council’s desire to match the
borough’s recycling contract with
the calendar year for producing a
collection schedule and budget-
ing. The current contract expires
Wednesday, July 1. Waste Man-
agement, which originally in-
sisted on renewing only on a
yearly basis, according to Ms.
Ariemma, submitted a bid of
$28,578 to complete the year,
while Equipment Rental offered
to charge only $16,900.

When Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli questioned that, with

GW Council Hires New Recycling Collector
a difference of $11,678, why
there was any question as to
which bid to accept, Mr. Mathieu
shot back.

“Because we’re worried about
corruption here, that’s why. Be-
cause we’re worried about cor-
ruption,” he said. “I’m trying to
protect the borough from cor-
ruption.”

That spurred Mayor Charles
Lombardo to gavel the meeting
back into order.

In another budgetary contract
matter, Mr. Mathieu, the build-
ings and grounds committee
chairman, said the Garwood
school board had agreed to ex-
tend the shared-services agree-
ment at a 2-percent increase
with regard to custodial mainte-
nance.

The issue of adding the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex
field house to the agreement was
still a matter of some discussion
with the school board. The exact
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