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Heather Bormann hopes that
aiming for smaller goals will help
the Cranford High School softball
team achieve bigger and better
things. The first year head coach
takes over a Cougar team that
finished 6-13 last year and which
looks to replace four starters lost
to graduation. Among those are
Jessica Casale who will be play-
ing at Gettysburg.

“We spoke to the team and
asked them about their goals,”
said Bormann. “They want to win
the counties, of course. We need
to take care of smaller goals first
and from there, hopefully, the
larger goals fall into place. Right
now, we are focusing on the fun-
damentals and on communicat-

ing better during games. Those
have to be the first steps. We are
a young team. It is a learning
process.”

Bormann comes to Cranford af-
ter serving as an assistant var-
sity coach. She played high school
softball at Brick Memorial and
went on to play later at York
College. With two scrimmages
under their belt already, Bormann
is beginning to get a feel for her
team’s personality, strengths and
potential weaknesses.

“One thing I’ve noticed is that
we are very versatile,” said
Bormann. “We have a lot of flex-
ibility in that our girls can play
different positions well. The de-
fensive play has been solid so far.
We have to work on our hitting
and offense. Although, in a re-

cent scrimmage against
Woodbridge the top of the lineup
really hit the ball well.”

The Cougars will set up with
junior Morgan Feretti behind the
plate. Sophomore Jill Skalski will
also see time behind the plate.
Both girls saw time on the varsity
last season and each can shift
over and play third base when
not starting at catcher.

Junior Julia Palozzola will handle
first base. Another junior, Candice
Durant, will back her up. Durant
is also in the mix at third base.
Senior Vienna Stivala is the sec-
ond baseman with junior Rebecca
Scott in reserve. Junior Jen Shore
will patrol the shortstop position.

The outfield will feature very
young players. Taylor Reitzel and
Alex Tachowski, both freshmen,
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are vying for starting spots, along
with sophomore Tessa
Ferentinos. Rebecca Scott will
also compete for time here.

A pair of seniors in Bonnie
Caldwell and Nicole Schemmenti
will provide experience and depth
in utility roles.

Cranford seems well armed on
the pitching staff. The Cougars
will have senior southpaw
Theresa Wetherall and freshman
right-hander Grenna Dolan as
their lead hurlers.

“Both Theresa and Grenna are
hard throwers,” said Bormann.
“But the great thing is that each
girl has five pitches so they can
both keep hitters from leaning
back on the fastball.”

While much of the batting or-
der is to be determined, Bormann

feels good about the top of the
lineup.

“Morgan Feretti, Jill Skalski,
Vienna Stivala and Jen Shore
have done a nice job of hitting for
us sp far,” said Bormann. “They
are all confident batters and I
hope the rest of the lineup feeds
off of that.”

Bormann expects a few famil-
iar faces to once again top the list
of contenders once the season
starts.

“Westfield always has a strong
team,” said Bormann. “Governor
Livingston also should be good
and Arthur Johnson is pretty good
too.”

Cranford got the season under
way with an April 1 home game
against Arthur Johnson.
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There was not a whole lot to
cheer about for the Cranford High
School boys’ basketball team this
season. Things started off poorly
and got worse from there. Deci-
mated by a rash of early injuries,
the Cougars were unable to find a
flow and struggled to a 6-17 finish.

“Injuries played a major role in
our season,” said Cranford Head
Coach Ryan Huber. “We lost Eric
Donahue for the season after one
game. Steve Wills missed signifi-
cant time with a high ankle sprain
and Jack Schetelich got mono.”

Cranford’s games followed a
familiar pattern all season. The
Cougars would play well for long
stretches of games only to be
undone by a scoring drought or a

sloppy sequence at some key
point. The injuries and a lack of
size were usually factors in most
of their defeats.

But there were also glimpses of
what might have been. Against
Mount Olive (15-7), Cranford led
most of the way before melting
down in the game’s final minutes
in a 75-70 loss. The Cougars also
had a 65-50-blowout victory over
Hillside in the opening round of
the Union County Tournament.

“Our best win of the season was
the 65-50 victory against Hillside
in the first round of the county
tournament,” said Huber.

The Cougars lose eight seniors
from this year’s team. Dante
Anderson, Luke Christiano, Eric
Donahue, Albert Gargiulo, James
Kellet, Liam McKay, Kevin Trot-

ter and Steven Wills all depart.
Luke Christiano was the only re-
turning starter heading into the
season making the break in con-
tinuity all the more difficult to
overcome.

Christiano had 35 FGs (8.7 ppg)
this season and made 13 three
point attempts. Kellet averaged
4.1 points per game. Trotter av-
eraged 4.3 points per contest. In
a truncated season, Wills man-
aged 8.1 points per game.

“None of them are going on to
play basketball in college,” said
Huber. “But, Luke signed a schol-
arship to play football at Lehigh,
Eric is deciding on either baseball
or football in college, and I be-
lieve Albert may be playing base-
ball next year.”

One benefit of having to shuffle
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the lineup as much as he did this
season is that Huber had to reach
deep down into his bench and
got to see many different combi-
nations of players. Many of those
players performed well under fire
and figure to be that much better
for it next year.

The Cougars will return nine
letter winners next season, in-
cluding Ryan Bakie, David
Fonseca, Will Fries, Sean
Leonard, Joe Norton, Chris
Remley, Hunter Remley, Jack
Schetelich and Michael Smith.

Hunter Remley averaged 11.8
points per game and buried 38
three-point shots. Leonard
scored 193 points for the sea-
son, while playing in 20 games
for a healthy 9.7 average. Joe
Norton averaged 4.7 points per
game. Fries a 6’6” 280 pound
junior should return next season
to give the Cougars some much
needed size and strength in the
interior. Fries is recognized as
one of the state’s top football
offensive linemen. Fonseca av-
eraged 4.8 points per game.
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