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l'ennemi du journaliste

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Cranford High School girls la-
crosse first year head coach
Carlee Dragon had high hopes
for her team and in return her
team gave her even more en-
lightenment when they over-
whelmed the Livingston Lancers,
16-8, in their season opener at
Livingston on March 25.

The Lady Cougars relied on a
“Powerful” trio of juniors to sub-
due the Lancers. Junior center
Megan Power stuffed in three
goals and added three assists,
while junior midfielders Sarah
Ross netted four goals and as-
sisted on four and her sister
Hannah Ross rippled the net four
times and assisted with two. Se-
nior/co-captain midfielder Kristin
Leu lit the scoreboard three times,
while sophomore attacker
Jeannie Padden put in one goal
and added an assist, while senior
Tara O’Reilly netted one goal.
Sophomore goalkeeper Niamh
O’Donavah made five saves.

Emily Waldenberg led the Lady
Lancers with three goals and a
pair of assists. Tatum Peacock
also hit the hat trick with three
goals, Kayla Francione scored a
goal and had an assist, and
Sydney Merkin netted a goal.

“Megan Power takes our draws,
while Sarah Ross and Hannah
Ross are on the circle. I am very
happy to start the season on a
high note,” Coach Dragon said.
“Our team executed our plays
well on offense and we defended
together as a team. There is still
a lot we need to work on as a

team and we look forward to
improving each day. I am excit-
edly anticipating what the re-
mainder of the season has in
store for us.”
Cranford 9 7 16
Livingston 3 5 8

Last year, the trio of Ross, Ross
and Power combined for 155

goals, so much is expected from
them on the offensive side, but
according to Coach Dragon, “I
am very fortunate to have Hannah
and Sarah Ross. They each have
their own unique abilities but most
important, they are team play-
ers. Their individual abilities in
combination with the other tal-
ented players on our team, raise

high expectations for this sea-
son. Scoring is important but lim-
iting opponents’ opportunities to
score is of equal importance.” So

SARAH ROSS, HANNA ROSS, MEGAN POWER PROVIDE OFFENSE; O’DONAVAH GOALKEEPER

Cougar Lax Ladies Have Big Hopes, Unseat Lancers, 16-8
much of the Cougars’ focus this
season will be on defense.

Junior Melissa Stone and Moya
Plant, along with senior Marissa
Dankowsky will be in the defen-
sive back with O’Donavah shor-
ing up the last line of defense as
goalkeeper. Leu, Sarah and
Hannah Ross, and junior Caroline
Plick will make up the midfield

with Power in the center. The
attack force will consist of senior
co-captain Carley Quirin, senior
Elyse Mackenzie and Padden.

From the bench, the first sub in
will be O’Reilly. Delaney Fay,
Katherine Hartnett, Gabrielle

Meadows, Erin Readie and Maggie
Roman will also move on an off
the field.

Coach Dragon has quite a star-
tling list of lacrosse credentials
with her exploits as a
Bridgewater-Raritan High School
Panther. She frayed the net with
258 goals and dished out 274
assists for 532 total points, which
may still be a state record. Coach
Dragon plans to pass some of her
drive, experiences and skills on
to her newly acquired team.

Her sister Alyssa Dragon Frazier
is the head coach of the Panther
girls lacrosse team, as well as
the field hockey team. Two days
prior to the Livingston game,
Carlee, now a Cougar, and Alyssa,
still a Panther, were on the oppo-
site ends of the field in a scrim-
mage game in Cranford. The sis-
ters plan to run their own la-
crosse camps this summer,
known as Dragon Duo, in
Bridgewater and Cranford.

Cranford is also familiar terri-
tory to Carlee’s parents as her
father Roy, Jr. and mother
Tammara both began teaching
and coaching in the system. Both
parents were standout all-around
athletes and her brother Roy III
was an exceptionally strong wres-
tler and football player at
Bridgewater-Raritan.

Coach Dragon has also acknowl-
edged that there is life after la-
crosse and noted, “I encourage
my student-athletes to play an-
other high school sport. Not only
does it keep them in good physi-
cal condition, it keeps them com-
petitive. I also stress the impor-
tance of playing club lacrosse in
their off-season and to play club
competitively during the sum-
mer.”

The Cougars will host Warren
Hills at Memorial Field this Satur-
day, April 4, at 11 p.m.

Story on page 13

of The Westfield Leader


