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VELEZ, SNYDER, ESTEVEZ, TOTH, MONTES TO LEAD

Blue Devils to Begin New Era
In Softball With Young Team

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Freshman power with speed that
stepped onto the softball field at
Westfield High School five years
(2010) ago demanded and received
the attention of its Union County
opponents, and by the time that group
graduated, the Blue Devils have

played in three Union County Tour-
nament championship games, com-
ing away with the title in 2013 and
2014, and finished with a 65-35 record
during that span. Now the time has
come for Blue Devil Head Coach
Caitlin MacDonald to virtually start
from scratch with a relatively inexpe-
rienced group of athletes.

“It’s really sad to see that group of
seniors go. They were once freshmen
too on the varsity team, so we do have
a fairly young team that we are start-
ing from scratch with. They are going
to have different talents. They are
going to have different strengths and
different weaknesses and we are go-

DiLOLLO NOTCHES GOAL, O’CONNOR MAKES 12 SAVES

No. Highland Girls Thump
Raiders, 15-1, in Lax Opener

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood found out
the hard way that it has a lot of work
to do if it is going to compete with the
top girls lacrosse teams on its sched-
ule this season. The Raiders were
overwhelmed, 15-1, in their season
opening loss to Northern Highlands
on March 25 in Scotch Plains. Julia
Corriston scored four goals and had

an assist to lead the visiting High-
landers. Teammates Julia Bradbury
added four goals, while Lauren
Donato scored three goals for North-
ern Highlands.

“Our girls battled,” said Raider
Head Coach Robert Rafferty. “They

showed resilience and never ducked
their heads even as the game was
getting away from them. That team
[Northern Highlands] is a very good
team. They are one of the Top-5 teams
in Bergen County.”

They certainly made that point
quickly as Julia Bradbury scored from
in front of the net less than 30 seconds
into the game to stake Northern High-
lands to a 1-0 lead.

A goal by Corriston at 16:50 made
it 2-0. Then Lauren Donato swept
through the middle of the Raider de-
fense less than two minutes later on
her way to netting another goal. While
the Highlander offense was prolific,
the Raiders’ offense was sputtering

and could do little to mount a threat in
the first half. Were it not for six saves
from junior goalie Erin O’Connor,
things could have gotten way out of
hand.

To their credit though, the Raider
defense hung in there for much of the
rest of the half, keeping the score at 3-
0 until the final two minutes. But then
the floodgates opened. Northern

Highlands exploded for three
goals, with two coming in the
last 30 seconds to take a com-
manding 6-0 lead into the break.

“Erin O’Connor kept us in
the game early,” said Coach
Rafferty. “She made a lot of
saves, especially in the first half.
Right at the end of the first half
we gave up a lot of goals in a
very short stretch of time. That
really turned it into a game
where we were in chase mode
the rest of the way.”

The second half looked bleak
also as the Highlanders notched
three goals in the first five min-
utes. The Raiders finally got on
the scoreboard with their sole
goal when junior Sabrina
DiLollo found the back of the
net with 16:34 remaining in the
game.

“I felt like defensively we
were able to do what we wanted
to do,” said Northern Highlands
Head Coach Mike Manzella.
“We pressured the ball and dic-
tated the tempo of the game.
We always want to be able to
force the opposition to go where
we want them to go and I think

we did that pretty well today. To be
able to hold a team to just one goal is
an accomplishment in this game no
matter how you look at it.”

Last season, Northern Highlands
finished with a 15-7 record and ad-
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SCOTCH PLAINS $1,050,000
Spacious 5BR, 5 1/2BA COL on .4 ac, fab open flr-
pln. Beautifully appointed, cust moldings, palladi-
um-topped wndws, HWF w/inlays. MLS 3202236

WESTFIELD $1,050,000
Impressive 4BR, 3.1BA COL w/many architectur-
al elements, front-to-back LR w/wbfp, expansive
FR, Banquet sized FDR, reno'd EIK. MLS 3203732

WESTFIELD $859,900
Lovely Circa 1917 Col w/inviting wrap arnd frnt
prch, LR w/stone fplc, FDR w/blt-in's, EIK w/bay
wndw bkfast area, 5BR, 2.1BA. MLS 3196339

WESTFIELD $799,900
Large 4BR, 3 1/2BA Ranch on a beautiful 100 X
170 lot, nice open flrpln, EIK w/quality maple cab-
inets, Lrg sun filled LR & DR. MLS 3202184

SCOTCH PLAINS $789,000
Custom built 5BR, 4BA Col, gourmet kit w/gran-
ite & SS applncs, fin bsmnt w/full bth, kit & frplc,
garage w/loft, in-ground pool. MLS 3193807

WESTFIELD   $724,900
Charming 4BR Colonial on quiet street w/beauti-
ful architectural details, Handsome archways &
stunning leaded glass windows. MLS 3204711

SCOTCH PLAINS $777,000
Beautiful, One-of-a-kind Ranch style home on a
cul-de-sac. Spacious rooms,Large EIK w/center
island, Sunken LR opens to FDR. MLS 3204135

WESTFIELD $699,500
Beautifully maintained 4BR COL w/inviting front
porch, grand FLR w/fp flanked by built-in display
cab, FDR w/French drs to FR. MLS 3198281

WESTFIELD     $599,000
'Turn Of The Century Colonial' on 1/3ac,
Beautiful lrg windows, spacious rooms, high ceil-
ings, HWF & a fab 23'X17' addt'n. MLS 3175064

SCOTCH PLAINS $589,000
Meticulously maintained 4BR, 3BA home on 1 ac
lot, quiet cul-de-sac loc, opn flr pln, spacious &
bright rms, FR w/HWF & WBFP. MLS 3193795

SCOTCH PLAINS $435,000
Chrmng, well maint. 3BR, 2BA Col, Updtd Kit
w/new appl, FDR w/French doors to deck/patio,
Sun Rm off kit overlooks backyard. MLS 3196266

SCOTCH PLAINS $409,000
Lovely 3BR, 2BA home w/bright & sunny rooms
features beautiful wood flrs, updated kitchen &
deck overlooking large backyard. MLS 3200493
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Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555
Coldwell Banker Home Loans

Call now for pre-approval • 888-317-5416
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The Proven Professional
Long-term success in the real estate profession is
reserved for the select few who consistently deliver
value to their clients. With unparalleled dignity and
grace, Hye-Young Choi continues to provide an
inspired level of service and outstanding results.
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Top 1% of all Coldwell Banker Agents Internationally

Member of Coldwell Banker President’s Elite

#1 REALTOR, Westfield East Office, Total Production 11 Consecutive Years!
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WETHERALL, DOLAN ON MOUND; FERETTI CATCHER

Bormann Takes Over Young
Cranford Softball Squad

potential weaknesses.
“One thing I’ve noticed is that we

are very versatile,” said Bormann.
“We have a lot of flexibility in that
our girls can play different positions
well. The defensive play has been
solid so far. We have to work on our
hitting and offense. Although, in a
recent scrimmage against
Woodbridge the top of the lineup
really hit the ball well.”

The Cougars will set up with junior
Morgan Feretti behind the plate.
Sophomore Jill Skalski will also see
time behind the plate. Both girls saw
time on the varsity last season and
each can shift over and play third
base when not starting at catcher.

Junior Julia Palozzola will handle
first base. Another junior, Candice
Durant, will back her up. Durant is
also in the mix at third base. Senior
Vienna Stivala is the second baseman
with junior Rebecca Scott in reserve.
Junior Jen Shore will patrol the short-
stop position.

The outfield will feature very young
players. Taylor Reitzel and Alex
Tachowski, both freshmen, are vying
for starting spots, along with sopho-
more Tessa Ferentinos. Rebecca Scott
will also compete for time here.

A pair of seniors in Bonnie Caldwell
and Nicole Schemmenti will provide
experience and depth in utility roles.

Cranford seems well armed on the
pitching staff. The Cougars will have
senior southpaw Theresa Wetherall
and freshman right-hander Grenna
Dolan as their lead hurlers.

“Both Theresa and Grenna are hard
throwers,” said Bormann. “But the
great thing is that each girl has five
pitches so they can both keep hitters
from leaning back on the fastball.”

While much of the batting order is
to be determined, Bormann feels good
about the top of the lineup.

“Morgan Feretti, Jill Skalski,
Vienna Stivala and Jen Shore have
done a nice job of hitting for us sp
far,” said Bormann. “They are all
confident batters and I hope the rest
of the lineup feeds off of that.”

Bormann expects a few familiar
faces to once again top the list of
contenders once the season starts.

“Westfield always has a strong
team,” said Bormann. “Governor
Livingston also should be good and
Arthur Johnson is pretty good too.”

Cranford got the season under way
with an April 1 home game against
Arthur Johnson.

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heather Bormann hopes that aim-
ing for smaller goals will help the
Cranford High School softball team
achieve bigger and better things. The
first year head coach takes over a
Cougar team that finished 6-13 last
year and which looks to replace four
starters lost to graduation. Among
those are Jessica Casale who will be
playing at Gettysburg.

“We spoke to the team and asked
them about their goals,” said
Bormann. “They want to win the
counties, of course. We need to take
care of smaller goals first and from
there, hopefully, the larger goals fall
into place. Right now, we are focus-
ing on the fundamentals and on com-
municating better during games.
Those have to be the first steps. We
are a young team. It is a learning
process.”

Bormann comes to Cranford after
serving as an assistant varsity coach.
She played high school softball at
Brick Memorial and went on to play
later at York College. With two scrim-
mages under their belt already,
Bormann is beginning to get a feel for
her team’s personality, strengths and
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Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LENDING A HELPING HAND...Raider Kelly McHorter, No. 2, sets up in front of
goaltender Erin O’Connor in the game against Northern Highlands in Scotch Plains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SENIOR POWER...Five seniors will lead the Blue Devils softball team to a successful season this Spring. Pictured, left to
right, are: Kristen Toth, Sam Velez, Bobbi Snyder and Shelby Estevez. Missing from photo: Cera Montes.


