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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First He Cut Calories,
Then He Cut Times

When Jeff Knight first met with his
2011-12 swim team, he saw a loaded
senior class, a small but solid junior
class, a loaded sophomore class and a
freshman group that included two
outstanding swimmers (Stephen
Husch and John Lindros) and another
(Jack Rose) with good potential. He
wasn’t expecting much from the rest
of the Class of 2015.

That was especially true of Kevin
Clauss. He was a nice kid, but just
another overweight freshman, a
backstroker who was trying to find a
place on the team, and mostly hoping
to not get cut.

Three and a half years later, after
recently finishing an outstanding se-
nior season at WHS and qualifying
for YMCA Nationals in seven events,
you could make a strong case that
Clauss was WHS’s most improved,
most spirited and even most valuable
swimmer. He’s certainly the guy
Knight would recommend for a be-
fore-and-after video about high
school swimming.

“Before I joined the high school
team, I had thought about quitting
swimming,” Clauss said. “It didn’t
seem fun or exciting, and it didn’t get
the respect like other sports get. But
my freshman year my whole per-
spective changed. I learned to love
swimming and the team mentality,
where you’re not just doing it for
yourself but for your teammates.”

Knight and Westfield Y coach Brian
Guidera both deserve credit for
Clauss’ development. It was Knight
who got Clauss off his daily 2,000-
calorie liquid lunches.

“I was a big boy,” Clauss said,
“maybe 5-(foot-)6, 190 pounds by
my sophomore year. So, yeah, you
could say I was overweight. Jeff put
me on a diet because I would average
maybe three cokes, two Snapples and
two Gatorades a day. As my weight
went down, my times improved. But
the end of the year I was down to 160;
I’d lost 30 pounds over the course of
the season.”

The rest, as they say, is history.
This week Clauss joins eight team-
mates at Y Nationals in Greensboro,
N. C. He’s swimming the 100 and
200 back, the 100 and 200 breast, the
200 IM, and two relays.

“It’s absolutely amazing to think
where Kevin was as a freshman and
where he is now,” Knight said. “He
was overweight and unable to crack a
minute back then. Now he’s one of
the top swimmers in school history.
It’s pretty cool what he’s done.”

Clauss worked his way to the No. 6
spot on the Boys Swimming Top-15
List in the 100 backstroke with a
53.96. He also swam the backstroke
leg on a school record 200 medley
relay (1:36.65, with Husch, Lindros
and junior Ryan Daniel). But it doesn’t
end there. Clauss became an out-
standing IMer, eventually clocking a
1:58.28, No. 5 all-time.

That would be a great story if it
ended there, but there’s more. Clauss
swam the 500 free for strategic pur-
poses and clocked in at 4:49.84, No.
7 all-time. He swam the third leg on a
3:14.01 400 relay at the state finals,
No. 2 all-time. And then at the state
YMCA championships, in addition
to improving on his times in the back-
stroke (52.33) and IM (1:57.06) from
high school, he gave the 100 breast-
stroke a shot, and was timed in 58.91.
WHS has only had seven sub-minute
breaststrokers in its history, and
Clauss’s time would’ve been No. 4.

“When I learned that we could win
a state championship based on depth,
I decided that I wanted to be one of
the guys counted on to bring that
crucial fourth or fifth place,” Clauss
said. “If we were going to win again,
I had to be ready for when my name
was called. I was no stud, and I’m still
no stud, but I make sure I do my job.”

Led by senior captains Alex Bond,
Brennan Haley and Matt Trinkle,

Kevin Clauss

WHS won the 2012 state Public A
championship with an 86-84 victory
over Bridgewater-Raritan. They re-
peated as champs in 2013 and 2014
before losing to Cherry Hill East 86-
84 in this year’s final. That loss was
an especially tough one for Clauss, as
a senior co-captain.

“I’m doing better now, but for a
solid week I kept thinking about that
400 free relay and what we could’ve
done better or what we screwed up,”
Clauss said. “There is no such thing
as a perfect race. There are always
things to improve on. But as a team
with such a rich history we expect
perfection. Now I realize that we
swam the second fastest 400 free re-
lay in school history. And we have to
give Cherry Hill East some credit,
because they had close to a perfect
meet from their swimmers. I still think
we are the faster team, I mean we
were the fastest public school in state
history (in power points). But when
all is said and done we aren’t the state

champions.”
Clauss will most likely be swim-

ming collegiately at Montclair State,
where Guidera feels he will continue
to improve.

“I think when Kevin goes to col-
lege and can focus on just a few
events he will have a tremendous
growth,” Guidera said. “He is a really
talented breaststroker but has been
swimming out of place for the better-
ment of both (WHS, WY) teams.”

While it’s always nice to be handed
an age-group superstar, there are few
better feelings for any coach than to
see an unheralded freshman develop
into a … well, a Kevin Clauss.

“He’s a self-made athlete,” Knight
said. “His success is directly related
to his work ethic, and his mental
approach. He was all-in and a leader
both in and out of the pool. And there
was no ego involved. He would do
whatever it took for the team’s suc-

cess. That was the best part of him.
He was all about winning for the
team, not for individual glory.”

A LITTLE Y NATS HISTORY
The YMCA National Swimming

and Diving Championships have been
held annually since 1923, except for
some years during World War II. They
were held at local Y’s in, among other
places, San Francisco, Brooklyn,
Toronto, Battle Creek, Little Rock
and in 1965, at the two-year-old
Wallace Pool in Westfield.

This year’s meet, which started
Monday and runs through tomorrow,
is being held in Greensboro, N.C.
Swimming for coach Brian Guidera
this week are Kevin Clauss, Stephan
Warren, Stefan Crigler, Ryan Daniel,
Aedan Collins, Caroline Basil, Amy
West, Gwyn Devin and Kimberly
Jimenez.

Westfield made its first appearance
at Y Nationals in 1930, a year after the
local Y was built and around the time
Olympian Johnny (Tarzan)
Weismuller attended the opening cer-
emonies for the brand new Rooke
Pool. Art Rule and George Coale
brought back national championships
from that meet in Wilmington, Del.,
as WY finished second to Toronto.
Future Westfield mayor Burr Towl
was on that team, as were Burton
Kellogg and Don Warner.

But that would be the last Westfield
entry until 1964, when diver Steve
McCoy and swimmer Gregg
Smolenski qualified for the meet in
Youngstown, Ohio.

The Westfield YMCA’s national
champions:

1930: Art Rule (50 free), George
Coale (200, 400 free); 1964: Steve
McCoy (1-meter); 1965: Steve
McCoy (3-meter), Dave Perkowski
(100, 200 breast), Peter Heesch (50
free, 400 medley relay (Ketcham,
Perkowski, Gerber, Heesch), 400 free
relay (McCoy, Perkowski, Ketcham,
Heesch); 1966: Doug McOwen (50
free), John Ketcham (100 back), 400
medley relay (Ketcham, Greene,
Gerber, McOwen), 400 free relay
(Cairns, McCoy, McOwen, Gerber),
800 free relay (Demarest, Cairns,
McCoy, Haertlein);

1967: Jay Hoffacker (100 back),
Bruce McLay (3-meter); 1968: Jay
Hoffacker (100 back); 1969: Jay
Hoffacker (100 back), Gordon Clark
(50 free), 400 free relay (Clark,
Hoffacker, Perkowski, Schmitt);
1970: Gordon Clark (50 free); 1975:
Steve Schramm (1-meter, 3-meter);
1976: Steve Schramm (1-meter, 3-
meter); 1988: Chris McFadden (500
free).

The Westfield YWCA also had sev-
eral national champions:

1979: Mary Beth Dervin (3-meter),
Kirsten Conover (1-meter), Erin Scott
(500 free); 1980: Erin Scott (200 fly,
500 free, 800 free), Kelly Scott (50,
100, 200 free), 400 free relay
(Frawley, Zimmer, Scott, Scott), 800
free relay (Frawley, Zimmer, Scott,
Scott).

(Note: there could be more cham-
pions, but that’s all I could find in The
Leader archives.)

IN PASSING
Jim Johnson, the father of former

WHS center fielder Brett Johnson
(’10), died on March 26 at age 57. A
lawyer in town, he was captain of his
high school (Hillsborough) and col-
lege (Muhlenberg) basketball teams.

John Renbourn, co-founder with
Bert Jansch of the British baroque
folk group Pentangle, died on March
26 at age 70.

Hot Rod Hundley, a two-time All-
American at West Virginia (his 54
points in 1957 is still the school
record) and later a longtime announcer
for the Utah Jazz, died on March 27 at
age 80.

REMLEY, LEONARD, CHRISTIANO LED IN SCORING

Injuries Derailed Cranford Boys
In Disappointing Hoops Season

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There was not a whole lot to cheer
about for the Cranford High School
boys’ basketball team this season.
Things started off poorly and got
worse from there. Decimated by a
rash of early injuries, the Cougars
were unable to find a flow and
struggled to a 6-17 finish.

“Injuries played a major role in our
season,” said Cranford Head Coach
Ryan Huber. “We lost Eric Donahue
for the season after one game. Steve
Wills missed significant time with a
high ankle sprain and Jack Schetelich
got mono.”

Cranford’s games followed a fa-
miliar pattern all season. The Cou-
gars would play well for long stretches
of games only to be undone by a
scoring drought or a sloppy sequence
at some key point. The injuries and a
lack of size were usually factors in
most of their defeats.

But there were also glimpses of
what might have been. Against Mount
Olive (15-7), Cranford led most of
the way before melting down in the

game’s final minutes in a 75-70 loss.
The Cougars also had a 65-50-blow-
out victory over Hillside in the open-
ing round of the Union County Tour-
nament.

“Our best win of the season was the
65-50 victory against Hillside in the
first round of the county tournament,”
said Huber.

The Cougars lose eight seniors from
this year’s team. Dante Anderson, Luke
Christiano, Eric Donahue, Albert
Gargiulo, James Kellet, Liam McKay,
Kevin Trotter and Steven Wills all
depart. Luke Christiano was the only
returning starter heading into the sea-
son making the break in continuity all
the more difficult to overcome.

Christiano had 35 FGs (8.7 ppg)
this season and made 13 three point
attempts. Kellet averaged 4.1 points
per game. Trotter averaged 4.3 points
per contest. In a truncated season,
Wills managed 8.1 points per game.

“None of them are going on to play
basketball in college,” said Huber.
“But, Luke signed a scholarship to
play football at Lehigh, Eric is decid-
ing on either baseball or football in

college, and I believe Albert may be
playing baseball next year.”

One benefit of having to shuffle the
lineup as much as he did this season
is that Huber had to reach deep down
into his bench and got to see many
different combinations of players.
Many of those players performed well
under fire and figure to be that much
better for it next year.

The Cougars will return nine letter
winners next season, including Ryan
Bakie, David Fonseca, Will Fries,
Sean Leonard, Joe Norton, Chris
Remley, Hunter Remley, Jack
Schetelich and Michael Smith.

Hunter Remley averaged 11.8
points per game and buried 38 three-
point shots. Leonard scored 193 points
for the season, while playing in 20
games for a healthy 9.7 average. Joe
Norton averaged 4.7 points per game.
Fries a 6’6” 280 pound junior should
return next season to give the Cou-
gars some much needed size and
strength in the interior. Fries is recog-
nized as one of the state’s top football
offensive linemen. Fonseca averaged
4.8 points per game.
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Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage  

is pleased to announce that

Mary DePaola
is affiliated with the team of extraordinary  

real estate professionals in the  
Westfield-West Office.

As an experienced sales associate with Coldwell 
Banker, Mary will offer the highest quality  

real estate services and programs with one of  
the largest and most respected Realtors in the state.

600 North Avenue West
Westfield, NJ 07090

Office: (908) 233-0065 
Cell: (908) 963-8673

Mary.DePaola@cbmoves.com

Mary DePaola 
Sales Associate

cbmoves.com/westfieldwest

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the FairHousing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker® and the Coldwell Banker logo are registeredservice marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Visit my website at at www.NJTopHomes.com
for a Virtual Walk Through!

© 2015 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

COLDWELL BANKER Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue • 908 233-5555

Faith A. Maricic
Sales Associate
Direct Dial: 908-301-2029
www.NJTopHomes.com

Cranford. Thoughtfully designed, this 3 bedroom home
boasts 2 1/2 baths and a large Family Room addition.
Situated on a large lot, this home is ideally located within
waking distance of the Elementary & Middle School and
convenient to the Garden State Parkway for your daily
commute. Updated & well maintained, this spacious
home is a fabulous find at $479.000.

New Listing

Westfield. Built by a builder for his own family in 1952,
this handsome 4 Bedroom, 3 1/2 Bath ranch is
constructed with stone and brick. Natural daylight streams
through the expansive windows in this sunny home. Well
maintained with gorgeous hardwood floors & spacious
room sizes, you will enjoy cozy  evenings by the 2
woodburning fireplaces. The Master Suite measures 25'
x 23' and includes a full bath and a walk-in closet. The
location, just one block from the Elementary School, is
ideal. Discover gardening on the 100' x 170' lot, or just
create a backyard oasis for barbeques. If your goal is one
floor living, look no further. Even the Laundry Room is
on the 1st floor. Offered at $799,000. Contact Faith for
more details or to schedule your appt to view this home.

Probitas Verus Honos

WF’s DeMartino Stars
For Gettysburg Nine
GETTYSBURG, Pa. – Freshman

Brad DeMartino of Westfield tossed
seven shutout innings, while senior
Scott Zanghellini (Randolph, N.J.)
went 3-for-4 with a key two-run
single in the fifth, leading the
Gettysburg College baseball team
to a 4-0 victory in its home opener
on March 24 in non-conference ac-
tion at Kirchhoff Field.

DeMartino (2-1) scattered eight
hits and one walk while striking out
four. He did not have a three-up,
three-down inning but allowed only
three base runners into scoring po-
sition. Freshman Andrew Jacobson
(Wilton, Conn.) and junior Luke
Lawrence (West Chester, Pa.) would
nail down the win with one score-
less inning in relief each.


