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The Aunt Betty Frazee Project
“restoring the historic Frazee house and parkland to a beautiful public place”

Remember this all happened in Union County!
This is the last installment being

presented in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times to inform you of the
project the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club has dedicated itself to, in

order to preserve and restore this
historical house for our community.
We hope you haven’t missed previ-
ous captions to learn more about our
local heroine. If you have enjoyed

this illustrated bit of history that took
place here in Union County 240 years
ago, and feel it is a worthy project to
save Aunt Betty’s beloved home,
please join us.

We hope you are enjoying these original illustrations prepared by Frank Thorne in 1950. We wanted to jog your
memory as to the importance Union County played in our war to free ourselves from British rule. A war we won thanks
to the contributions of brave women such as Aunt Betty Frazee. It is for this reason that the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Rotary Club has worked so hard to resurrect her home. BUT, if we are to save this historical gem for our
community…we need your help! We ask that you make a tax deductible contribution, either online at:

www.crowdrise.com/AuntBettyHouseRestoration1a1b
or to Andrew Calamaras, President Frazee House Project 232 N. Martine Avenue, Fanwood, NJ 07023 908-322-2511

dimarc@att.net

Library to Present Programs
On Gardening, Organization

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, has announced
the dates and details for two up-
coming programs.

“Basics of Backyard Gardening”
will take place on Saturday, April
11, beginning at 1:30 p.m. This
program will be geared to anyone
who loves touring formal gardens
or enjoys landscapers’ displays and
has aspirations of creating the same
in their own backyard, patio or deck.
Presenter Karen Camden will cover
the basics of gardening, including
soils, tools and plant choice. She
also will discuss what it takes to
design, plan and execute a garden.
A question-and-answer session will
follow.

Ms. Camden has given multiple
presentations at the library, includ-
ing computer classes, and other
workshops on gardening, kitchen
gardens, re-purposing and clutter
control. She is president of Camden
Associates, a consulting firm that
provides services in communications
and people skills, organizational as-
sessments and clutter control. Addi-
tionally, she is an avid gardener.

On Saturday, May 16, at 1:30

p.m., Ms. Camden will return to the
library to present “Learn How to
Control Your Clutter.” She will help
audience members get organized
by defining habits, eliminating time
wasters and setting goals and pri-
orities.

Both programs are free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. In-
dividuals should check with their
library to see if it participates. To
register for these programs, visit
the Westfield Memorial Library’s
website at wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday;
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Sat-
urday; and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning, quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Cranford Rec. Offers
Stretch-N-Grow Class
CRANFORD — The Cranford

Recreation and Parks Department will
present the Fabulously Fun Fitness
program Stretch-N-Grow, which is
designed to promote exercise and
wellness for preschool-age children.

The class, for children ages 2 to 5,
will take place on Wednesdays, April
15 to June 3, from 9:30 a.m. to 10:15
a.m. It will be held at the Cranford
Community Center, located at 220
Walnut Avenue.

This program focuses on balance,
coordination and sports readiness skills.
Youngsters participate in weekly ses-
sions, which include warm-up, cardio,
cool down and stretching, including
Kids Yoga, taught by a trained Stretch-
N-Grow coach. The goal is for children
to have fun while learning to enjoy
exercise and building good habits.

Registration is for Cranford resi-
dents only and may be done in person
at the Cranford Community Center or
online at cranford.com/rec through
Community Pass. The cost is $85. For
more information, call the Cranford
Community Center at (908) 709-7283.

Westfield Y Begins
Spring 2 Registration
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Y has revealed that registration
will commence for its Spring 2 Ses-
sion today, Thursday, April 2, for Gold
and Silver individual and family mem-
bers. Members can register online.
Open registration for program and
new members will begin at 7:30 a.m.
on Monday, April 6. The Spring 2
Session runs from April 26 to June 20.

The Westfield Area Y is featuring a
variety of programs for all ages this
session for the communities of
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside
and Westfield. Highlights and new
programs include: Intro to Dance,
Beginning Jazz/Hip Hop, Ballet 1,
Jazz/Hip Hop 1, Disc Golf Clinic,
Cardio, Core & Strength Intervals,
Fantasy Film Festival, Field Hockey
Clinic and a CPR/AED and Basic
First Aid Certification Course.

To learn more about Westfield Area
Y programs, visit westfieldynj.org or
call (908) 233-2700. Financial assis-
tance is available for those who qualify.

Westfield Library to Hold
Intro. Computer Class

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a new,
two-part Introductory Computer Class
for those who are completely unfa-
miliar with computers. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Introduction to Computers, Part I
will take place Tuesday, April 7, from
10 to 11:30 a.m., and Introduction to
Computers, Part II will be held the
following Tuesday, April 14, also
from 10 to 11:30 a.m.

Part I will be a hands-on course
designed to introduce beginning com-
puter users to the basic elements of
running a computer. Topics will in-
clude keyboard basics, the taskbar,
the desktop, icons, start menu and
shortcuts.

The second part of this course will
cover how to navigate around the
computer, and will introduce Word
features such as creating a document,
cutting and pasting, using the menu
bar, page setup and spell check.

These classes will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that are
part of the Middlesex Union Recipro-
cal Agreement Libraries. Individuals
should check with their library to see if
it participates. As seating in the classes
is limited, interested persons must reg-
ister by visiting the Westfield Memo-
rial Library’s website at wmlnj.org and
clicking on the Online Calendar, or by
calling (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Mountainside Library Posts
Upcoming Events For April

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library, located
at One Constitution Plaza, has slated
multiple programs for April.

Tuesday Night Movies this month
will include two of this year’s Acad-
emy Award-winning films. On April
7 at 6 p.m., the library will screen
Boyhood (Rated R), for which
Patricia Arquette received an Oscar
for Best Actress in a Supporting
Role. Written and directed by Rich-
ard Linklater, the film also stars
Ellar Coltrane and Ethan Hawke.

On April 14 Birdman (Rated R),
the Academy Award winner for Best
Picture and for Best Director, will be
shown at 6:30 p.m. Directed by
Alejandro Iñárritu, it stars Michael
Keaton, Zach Galifianakis and Ed-
ward Norton.

On Thursday, April 9, “Vegetable
Gardens” will take place between 7
and 8 p.m. Brian Lowe will present
the second in his series of garden-
ing lectures. Participants will learn
how to prepare and care for a new
or existing vegetable garden. Top-
ics will include site selection, soil,
drainage, planting and composting.

For the Friday Opera Series, Le
Roi d’Ys will be featured on April 10
from 1 to 3 p.m. Mena Clemson will
present Edouard Lalo’s opera about
the King’s daughter, Margarede, in
the legendary lost Breton city of Ys.
Patrick Davin conducts the Opéra

Royal de Wallonie.
The Community Concert Series

offering will be “One Fine Tapestry:
A Carole King Tribute Show” on
Saturday, April 18, from 2 to 3 p.m.
Gerard and Diane Barros, a husband-
and-wife keyboard and guitar duo
specializing in two-part harmonies,
will be featured. They will perform
several of Carole King’s own hits and
also a selection of chart toppers that
she composed for other performers.

To register for these programs, visit
the library or call (908) 233-0115.

Christopher Nicholls

MADE WITH LOVE...The Second Westfield Senior Citizens Housing (SWSCH)
Community Service Group, comprised of 16 women, donated more than 100
hand-knitted and crocheted baby caps, booties, blankets, mother’s caps, pon-
chos and scarves March 18 to Raphael’s Life House in Elizabeth, a transitional
residence that helps homeless and pregnant women to rebuild their lives.
Raphael’s Life House volunteer Rose Stallmeyer, left in back row, visited
SWSCH to receive the items from the seniors and to share information on the
many services provided to these young women and their babies.

Garwood Residents Eligible
For Free Tree Seedlings

GARWOOD — Free tree seed-
lings will be available to Garwood
residents during the month of April
as part of the New Jersey Tree Recov-
ery Campaign. This program helps
communities replace trees damaged
or destroyed by Superstorm Sandy.

From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Satur-
day, April 11, residents will be able to
pick up tree seedlings at the Garwood
Day Event held at the Garwood Sports
and Recreation Complex, located at
140 Myrtle Avenue. Seedlings, avail-
able on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis, also come with instructions on
how to store, care for and plant them.
The guides help residents to choose
the right place on a property to plant
a tree while keeping in mind the
tree’s full-grown size in the future.
Residents should plant the seedlings
within two days after pickup in order
to prevent the roots from drying out.

The goal of the Tree Recovery
Campaign is to distribute more than
500,000 tree seedlings to New Jersey
residents over the course of the next
five years. It is a joint effort between
the Shade Tree Department of

Garwood, State Forestry Services,
New Jersey Soil Conservation Dis-
tricts, Sustainable Jersey, Arbor Day
Foundation, Brothers International,
BJ’s Wholesale Club, Wyndham Va-
cation Resorts and FedEx.

When properly planted and main-
tained, trees can be assets to a com-
munity. They improve the visual ap-
peal of a neighborhood or business
district, increase property values, re-
duce home cooling costs, remove air
pollutants and provide wildlife habi-
tat, among many other benefits.

For a list of all distribution locations
across the state, visit forestry.nj.gov
or facebook.com/newjerseyforests.

For further information, contact
Christina Ariemma, Shade Tree Of-
ficer, at (908) 789-0710 or by e-mail
at c-ariemma@garwood.org.

Christopher Nicholls Attains
Eagle Rank In Boy Scouts

WESTFIELD — Christopher
Nicholls, a member of Boy Scout
Troop No. 273 of Jefferson School in
Westfield, recently earned the high-
est honor in Boy Scout-
ing — the Eagle Scout
Award.

Christopher’s Eagle
Scout project consisted
of installing shelves for
the new Baby Supplies
shed at Furniture Assist,
a charitable organization
in Kenilworth. He also
oversaw a group of vol-
unteers in painting more
than 25 signs for the vari-
ous sheds and driveways
at Furniture Assist. The
organization supplies fur-
niture and household goods to fami-
lies in need throughout New Jersey.

Christopher would like to thank all
those who donated time, materials
and hard work to complete this
project. He also expresses apprecia-
tion to Dawson Yeomans of Furniture
Assist for his valuable input and to
the congregation of the First Presby-

terian Church of Cranford for finan-
cially supporting his project. Addi-
tionally, Chris would like to thank his
fellow Scouts and their parents who

helped paint signs and as-
semble shelves, and offers a
special thanks to Home
Depot, which generously
donated materials and sup-
plies.

The new Eagle Scout also
would like to thank his
Scoutmaster, Dr. Eric
Deutchman, and all of his
other Scout leaders for help-
ing him on his journey to
Eagle over the past seven
years with Troop No. 273.

Christopher currently is a
senior at Westfield High

School, where he participates in the
Marching Band and Wind Ensemble.
He also is a member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford and
the Model Railroad Club of New
Jersey. Christopher plans on attend-
ing Champlain College next fall,
where he will major in computer net-
work administration.

AARP Chapter to Hear
Talk on Financial Issues

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area AARP Chapter 4137 will meet
on Monday, April 6, at 1 p.m., at
the Scotch Hills Country Club, lo-
cated at Jerusalem Road and
Plainfield Avenue in Scotch Plains.
The chapter had to cancel its Feb-
ruary and March meetings due to
the weather.

Chapter members will welcome
guest speaker Steve Goldberg, an
account executive with Family In-
vestors Company located on South
Avenue in Fanwood, at Monday’s
meeting.

As a financial consultant Mr.
Goldberg will talk about financial
matters that should be of interest to
senior citizens, among them stocks,

bonds and tax-free investments. The
chapter’s business meeting, along
with refreshments and fellowship,
will follow the program.

Beginning with this meeting, res-
ervations and payment will be
taken for the chapter’s Monday,
June 1 luncheon, which will be
held at noon at Giovanna’s Restau-
rant in Plainfield. The cost for the
luncheon will once again be $30.

During its May meeting, the chap-
ter will present a slate of officers
for the 2015-2016 year and will
accept nominations from the floor
as well. Members are reminded to
bring a non-perishable food item to
the meeting to be given to the
Westfield Food Pantry.

Fanwood Museum
Slates Tree Program
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Museum at the historic train station
will celebrate Arbor Day a little early
this year with a special program on
Sunday, April 12, at 2:30 p.m., en-
titled “The Top 10 Trees You Are
Most Likely to See in Fanwood.”

Steve Falco, an 18-year Fanwood
Shade Tree Commission volunteer and
commissioner, will present a look at
the most popular trees in Fanwood.
Mr. Falco will share his passion for the
borough’s shade trees through an in-
teractive presentation counting down
the most abundant species in the bor-
ough. Everyone in attendance will
receive a voucher for a free seedling to
arrive by Arbor Day, Friday, April 24.

The museum will be open from 2
to 4 p.m., and refreshments will be
served. Visitors can explore the maps,
photographs and memorabilia in the
museum’s collection.

The Fanwood train station and
museum is located near the intersec-
tion of North and Martine Avenues
and is normally open on the first
Sunday of every month.

Meg Kolaya Retires As Dir.
Of Scotch Plains Library

Meg Kolaya

SCOTCH PLAINS — Meg Kolaya,
a familiar fixture in the community
for several decades, retired from the
Scotch Plains Public Library yester-
day, April 1.

Michelle Willis, head of Children’s
Services, has been ap-
pointed as the new library
director by the Scotch
Plains Public Library’s
board of trustees.

“I have been fortunate
to have worked with Meg.
I have learned so much
from her,” stated Ms.
Willis. “She is a consum-
mate professional, always
striving to make the library
a welcoming space for ev-
eryone in the community.
I look forward to building
upon the legacy she leaves us.”

Assuming the directorship in Oc-
tober 2002, Ms. Kolaya proceeded
to introduce new programs and to
greatly expand library services. Pro-
gram attendance tripled and library
circulation and the number of li-
brary cardholders doubled. Equip-
ment and materials for the public
reflected global trends in informa-
tion technology and communica-
tions, with the introduction of com-
puters for public use, wireless
Internet, a library app, online cata-
log and electronic resources that give
library customers 24/7 access to
books, films and information.

Working with Fanwood Memorial
Library Director Dan Weiss, Ms.

Kolaya pioneered library inclusion
for all community members through
“Libraries and Autism” outreach and
the Next Chapter Book Club for indi-
viduals with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities.

Before coming to the
Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, Ms. Kolaya served
as director of the Clark
Public Library from 1997
to 2002, and was head
librarian of The
Wa r d l a w - H a r t r i d g e
School during the 1980s
and 1990s.

She was honored at a
retirement dinner given
by the trustees of the
Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary on March 24. Dur-

ing this gathering at the Scotch
Plains Italian-American Hall, town-
ship officials, library trustees and
staff, Friends of the Library and
colleagues from the library com-
munity paid tribute to Ms. Kolaya’s
achievements and integrity. All
agreed that her leadership has en-
hanced the quality of life in Scotch
Plains and that she will be missed.

Along with her husband, John,
Ms. Kolaya plans to travel, spend
more time with her children and
grandchildren, and volunteer at the
library book sales. She remarked, “I
am most appreciative of the people
who turned out to bid farewell, and
appreciate this community’s gener-
osity and good wishes.”

Author to Spotlight
Jersey Shore History
CRANFORD — The Crane’s Ford

Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion will sponsor a program entitled
“History of the Jersey Shore” on Sat-
urday, April 11. Presented by Kevin
Woyce, it will take place at 1 p.m. at
the Cranford Community Center, lo-
cated at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Mr. Woyce is an author, photogra-
pher and lecturer. A lifelong resident
of New Jersey, he has written many
books on regional history of New
Jersey and New York.

His program “History of the Jersey
Shore” will be illustrated with origi-
nal photography and vintage images
of Jersey shore beaches, boardwalks,
lighthouses and hotels. All are wel-
come and refreshments will be served.


