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Reader Defends Obama’s Record
From Claims of Letter Last Week

New Jersey has been trapped for de-
cades in a candidate selection process
ruled by county political bosses and
often morally compromised by their self-
interests and backroom deals; however,
there are other institutional factors that
also contribute to political corruption in
New Jersey and they have been exten-
sively studied by Baruch College Pro-
fessor Brian Murphy.

Shortly after the American Revolu-
tion that the practice of plural office
holding was deemed abusive and banned
by the states because of corruption and
conflicts of interest during British colo-
nial rule. In New Jersey, this practice
was not banned until 300 years later in
2008 (my guess is that Democrat Sharpe
James’ dual office of Newark mayor and
state senator was the last felonious straw).
Currently, there is no limitation on an
elected official also holding an appointed
public sector job, often with a big salary
and full pension credit too.

Professor Murphy says this loophole
exposes a major weakness in New Jer-
sey: our state and county legislatures are
part-time positions and many players in
New Jersey politics have become de-
sensitive to, and almost protective of,
the need for their elected brethren on
both sides of the aisle to earn additional
income even when there is an appear-
ance of impropriety. For example, when
the state legislature ended the practice of
dual offices it also made sure to grandfa-
ther in 19 of its existing members. And
as the new Scotch Plain’s town manager
job launches Union County Democratic
Freeholder Al Mirabella’s income from
$30,000 to $175,000 per year, our one-
party Freeholder board covers his back
and sits mute in response to legitimate
public questions about their crony’s con-
flict of interest. Sadder yet has been the
silence of the board’s attorney who we
pay to safeguard the public interest.

A political culture, which frequently
bends to protect the financial self-inter-
ests of those in the game, is one that is
also asking for trouble. New Jersey is
home to a large state government, 21
counties, 565 separate municipalities and
590 school districts, and with various
utilities and public agencies too. Profes-
sor Murphy says the total count is over
1,100 subdivisions of government.

New Jersey clearly has too much gov-
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ernment, and he points out that its im-
mense size creates more corruption risks
with too many points of contact for
wrongdoing and too many public con-
tracts for influence peddling. He be-
lieves that the fundraising demands of
all these elective offices in a geographi-
cally expensive media market opens
another door to temptation and many
prosecuted acts of quid pro quo corrup-
tion in New Jersey often involve favors
for campaign cash, rather than the vaca-
tions and personal gifts that Democratic
Senator Robert Menendez is reportedly
about to be charged with.

Also stop for a moment to consider
the staffing needs of a government that
is this incredibly large, and the huge
number of hiring decisions for jobs with
good salaries, health benefits and pen-
sions. These can be traded, too, for cam-
paign cash or other favors from those
who come asking on behalf of friends or
family members.

On the flip side, Murphy also points
to recent studies which claim that the
corruption risk in New Jersey is actually
one of the lowest in the nation once you
factor in the enormous size of our gov-
ernment. So why the negative reputa-
tion? Why is political corruption in New
Jersey a national punch-line? My opin-
ion: when there is a steady stream of
front-page stories no one really cares
about statistical excuses in a footnote.
Especially when the misdeeds occur on
a grand or audacious scale, such as when
mayor/senator/ 54-foot yacht owner
Sharpe James rigged the sale of nine
Newark city lots for $46,000 to his mis-
tress who quickly resold them for
$665,000. That one, like so many other
brazen corruption schemes in New Jer-
sey, was laugh out loud funny on late
night TV. But not so amusing to those of
us living in the Garden State with these
parasitic worms.

Clearly, our best hope to improve the
political culture in New Jersey would be
to shrink the overall size of government.
We can start by eliminating the wasteful
county layer, which also sustains an-
other major defect: the county political
bosses who decide the ballot choices in
state and local elections — a situation
that David Letterman might quip “sounds
just like Putin in Russia.” And if he did,
he would be more right than wrong.

Letters to the Editor
Secretary of State Clinton, e-mail-

ing an advisor after a State Depart-
ment official had testified before a
Congressional committees, asked
“Did we survive the day?” “Survive,
yes,” the advisor e-mailed back to
her! According to Politico, she was
afraid of a Benghazi blowback.

But the four Americans, including
Ambassador Chris Stevens, did not
survive the day the American diplo-
matic post in Benghazi was attacked
by terrorists!

Is this how government is being
run? That what matters is not the
public interest but the political sur-
vival of the public official?

President Obama, reacting to the
terrorist attack on a kosher grocery
store in Paris that left four Jews dead
and others hiding in the store’s base-
ment freezer for hours, talked about
“a bunch of zealots who behead
people or randomly shoot a bunch of
folks in a deli in Paris!”

President Obama, “If you like your
doctor, you can keep your doctor. If
you like your health care plan, you
can keep your health care plan.”

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, “But
we have to pass the bill (Affordable
Care Act) so that you can find out
what’s in it….”

Dissembling may be a politician’s
modus operandi but fashioning and
executing public policy require hon-
esty!

President Reagan, knowing that
political leaders cannot always be
taken at their word, famously ad-
vised, “Trust, but verify.” Consider
these examples when statements are
not verified:

President Lyndon B. Johnson dur-
ing his president campaign in 1964,
“We don’t want to get tied down in a
land war in Asia.”

Presidential nominee George W.
H. Bush in his acceptance speech at
the Republican National Convention
in New Orleans, “Read my lips: no

new taxes.”
British Prime Minister Neville

Chamberlain after signing the Munich
Agreement, “I believe it is peace for
our time.”

National Security Advisor Susan
Rice on the 2014 release of Sgt. Bowe
Bergdahl,  he “served the United
States with honor and distinction.”
(The Army on March 25th charged
him with “desertion with intent to
shirk important or hazardous duty”
and “misbehavior before the enemy
by endangering the safety of a com-
mand, unit or place.”)

President Obama on September 10,
2014, “This strategy of taking out
terrorists who threaten us, while sup-
porting partners on the front line, is
one that we have successfully pur-
sued in Yemen and Somalia for years.”
(The American, British, and French
embassies closed in the last month
and American Special Forces were
evacuated on March 21st all because
of security concerns after the Yemeni
government abruptly fell because of
a resurgent Al Qaeda!)

Governor Christie in his budget
address this year stated he had bal-
anced the state budget. (Superior
Court Judge Mary C. Jacobson sub-
sequently ruled that he may not bal-
ance the budget by cutting $1.57 bil-
lion from a promised state payment
to the state employee pension fund.)

When will political leaders tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth?

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

I would like to offer a counterpoint
to the somewhat hysterical diatribe
criticizing the Obama administration
authored by Warren Victor.

I am not an unabashed cheerleader
for President Obama. I feel he has
made mistakes in the arena of foreign
policy, particularly the “line in the
sand” comment concerning President
Assad of Syria and his use of chemi-
cal weapons. Despite this and other
issues ( NSA tapping of the phones of
foreign leaders as an example) I as-
sert that we are held in much higher
esteem now than under the Bush
neocon leadership and, thus, I dis-
pute Mr. Victor’s claim that we have
become “the laughing stock of the
world’s body of politicians.”

It is indisputable that the economy
is in far better condition than it was
under the disastrous Bush adminis-
tration. Employment is nearing the
level deemed to be full capacity. The
much-cited workplace participation
rate has improved considerably, indi-
cating that more potential workers
are reentering the workplace, confi-
dent of finding employment. Wages
are increasing gradually, yet infla-
tion, which Mr. Victor claims “will
make the pensioneers (sic) pension
useless” is quite tame. The stock
market has rocketed to new highs,
thus demonstrating investor confi-
dence, and the real estate market has
rebounded nicely from the depths of
the slump. Much of this improve-
ment is due to the economic stimulus
plans utilized so judiciously by the
Obama administration. I am sure that
the large majority of the readers of
this publication are enjoying a greater
net worth than when George W. Bush
left office.

President Obama has also driven
the movement toward universal health
coverage through The Affordable
Care Act, under which over 10 mil-
lion Americans are now enjoying a
better quality of life knowing that
they have a health safety net beneath
them. The most vulnerable sectors of
the population are the beneficiaries
of this plan, and even though the
critics of Obamacare (including the
publisher of The Leader) decry the
increase in the cost of health insur-
ance, those of us who have bought
our health insurance as individuals
have actually seen a slower increase
in the cost of insurance. (Please note:
I did not say a reduction in the cost,
but a slower rate of increase.) America
has now joined the ranks of the rest of
the industrialized world who view
basic health care as a right of all
citizens.

As to Mr. Victor’s query” ...will
enough of the LEGITIMATE (sic)
voting public on this side of the bor-
der, support a new president that
should be a clear leader from the
Republican Party..”, I am not sure
how many illegitimate voters from

outside our borders actually get to
vote in our elections. The nominee of
the Republican Party will have to be
a candidate who will seek to repeal
Obamacare, and thus take the health
insurance from the over 10 million
Americans who have it through this
program, who opposes women’s re-
productive rights and marriage equal-
ity for same sex couples, and who
support restrictive voter i.d. laws,
which effectively disenfranchise a
segment of the population. . Some of
more fringe candidates, ( “wacko
birds” in the opinion of Republican
Senator John McCain) espouse elimi-
nating the IRS, the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare, and
the Federal Reserve. The Republican
economic model can be exemplified
by the disasters that are Louisiana
under Governor Bobby Jindal, Kan-
sas under Governor Sam Brownback,
and New Jersey under Governor
Christie. Is this the type of society
that Americans want or deserve? Mr.
Victor may crave this, but I certainly
don’t.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
114 S. EUCLID AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

WE ARE PLEASED TO INTRODUCE

©2015 People’s United Bank, N.A.  |  Member FDIC  |          Equal Housing Lender

Gerry O’Brian
Mortgage Account Officer

NMLS # 223191

peoples.com/obrian
gerry.obrian@peoples.com908-887-2184

• Personalized Service

• Simplified application process

• Purchase, refinance or FHA

• Home equity loans

• Available 7 days a week

• Pre-approval for homebuyers

Discover what 
know-how can do.

Salon Visage
Welcomes

Julia Root
Formally from Salon 1100

Julia Specializes in:
Cut and Color • Brazilian Blow Outs

Donna Bella Hair Extensions • Make-up Artistry

50%Off
Booking with Julia Root Only

Expires April 30th, 2015

908-233-2726
Email:

salonvisage@comcast.net

Salon Visage, 244 North Ave. (2nd Floor), Westfield,  Open 7 Days

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Home Financing By

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,

National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit

approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Help Foster Care
Individuals

Did you know about 800 youth age out
of New Jersey’s foster care system every
year? Many of these young adults are ill
equipped to suddenly be on their own,
with no resources, insufficient educa-
tion, no place to live, and no responsible
adults who can help them. Roots and
Wings is a New Jersey non-profit organi-
zation whose sole mission is to help
these young adults become self-suffi-
cient members of society.

As chairperson of the upcoming
Author’s Luncheon on April 16 at the
Spring Brook Country Club in
Morristown, I invite you to come, learn
and support the work we are doing.
Regina Calcaterra, author of the New
York Times best-selling memoir “Etched
in Sand,” will share her inspirational
story of surviving in and around the
foster care system while raising her four
siblings. It’s difficult to imagine living in
the shadow of society, but that’s the real-
ity for many youth who are often in and
then age out of foster care.

Roots and Wings was founded in Mor-
ris County in 1999, and expanded into
Union County in 2014. We are a small,
local organization that needs the support
of our area residents to help us grow. I
hope you can join us on April 16 (ticket
deadline is April 3). To order tickets or to
learn more about Roots and Wings, please
call (973) 453-6666 or online,
rootsandwingsnj.org.

Wendy Masteller
Westfield

Lights and Generators at Kehler Cause
Fumes and Noise, Disturb the Peace

The generators smoke, with diesel
fumes filling the air. Their noise rever-
berates across a turf field that amplifies
the sound. The lights are glaring into
homes and onto properties, preventing
residents from enjoying their yards and
their homes on a spring night. This will
continue for the next 10 weeks.

The partnership of the Westfield Board
of Ed and the Westfield Soccer Associa-
tion, comprised of 70 teams of paying
customers, started this lights program to
be used Monday through Friday until
9:45 p.m. Over the objections of many
area residents, who wrote letters, made
calls, and spoke at meetings; the plan was

pushed through by the BOE. Did anyone
think about any resident who lives nearby
and wants some peace after work. Did
anyone think about residents who may
try to sell their home and will take a hit on
their price with this in place. Outside of
one member who had a conscience, the
obvious answer is no.

Take a look around, Westfielders —
there are 10 schools — if you don’t make
your voices heard, this could be coming
to a neighborhood near you. Write to
wboe@westfieldmnjk12.org

Eugene Collins
Westfield


