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Letters to
the Editor

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
XXX
XXX
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Generator Lighting Disrespects the
Westfield Residents Near Kehler Field

Letter Re: ‘Legitimate Voting Public’
Confuses and Offends Reader

Surely when you purchase a home
near a school or a football field, you
expect some noise from the events.
The field is in use seven days a week,
weather permitting. Now, due to an
effort by the WFBOE (Bd. of Ed.)
and the WSA (soccer assoc.), I am
subject to lights and the sound and
smell of generators.

Let’s look at some facts:
1. Some believe that said use is a

violation of land use regulations.
2. The athletic director stated pub-

licly that the field would be used by
high school teams.  Safety standards
established by the NJSIAA and the
NFHSSA would never permit actual
competition to take place with the
low light level that the portable light
provide.

3. What price should I need to pay
to have my quality of life impacted
by an arbitrary decision? The smell
of gasoline? The sound of genera-
tors, which violate the town’s own
noise variance — recall the sounds of
Hurricane Sandy — and try to sit
peacefully with family or friends  on
private patio and enjoy the evening.

If one is a conspiracy theorist, per-
haps the WBOE and the WSA want
this effort to fail so that they can put

forth a proposal for taller permanent
light which will be quiet and much
higher thus maybe NOT shining di-
rectly into my home.

And then, there are the students.
Westfield prides itself on the high
achieving students but now, this deci-
sion is adding three to four additional
practice hours and taking away time
for studying and homework.
Westfield students already face the
stress of academics, athletics, reli-
gious age related milestones, and for
many add music and theater to their
daily regiments. When is enough —
enough? This entire matter disre-
spects the Westfield residents who
live near Kehler Field.

It likely violates land and noise
ordinances. It is mired with back door
politics and deals to serve the few but
impact many? I urge the WBOE and
the WSA to reconsider this “tempo-
rary decision” and start showing some
respect for those of us who pay taxes
and support the school budgets rather
than continue to escalate the
adversarial relationship, which has
now been forged.

Marie Koch
Westfield

I wish to address the letter to the
editor for March 26th by Warren Vic-
tor concerning the “legitimate” vot-
ing public, prominently placed in the
upper left side of the editorial page,
making it appear to be endorsed by
The Leader. What jumps off the page
is Mr. Victor’s clear implication that
those who voted for Barack Obama
(and presumably those who would
vote for Hillary Clinton) are not ‘le-
gitimate’ voters. I don’t know if he
means they are not citizens, or that
they vote more than once each, or
that their lack of legitimacy just de-
rives from the fact that they see things
differently from him.

He mentions “the legitimate vot-
ing public on this side of the border.”
Does he mean our national border?
Or is he speaking metaphorically
about racial, ethnic, economic, or
political borders?

I voted for the president twice (once
for each election) and I am a duly
registered, ‘legitimate’ American citi-
zen. I am offended by Mr. Victor’s
characterization of my citizenship,
and of the millions of others (indeed
the clear majority) who voted as I
did.

Robert Anderson
Westfield

Garwood Councilpersons Explain the
Difficult Tax Increases Coming

Although the Garwood Borough
Council faced many difficult in-
creases this year, the council finance
committee wishes to advise residents
that the council was able to work on
the budget and reduce it to the
borough’s 3rd lowest increase in the
past 13 years. As a finance commit-
tee, we are upset to have to announce
an increase for us all, and we would
like to shed some light on why.

For one, the largest increase we
faced this year was an $86,000 in-
crease from the Rahway Valley Sewer
Authority (RVSA), which equates to
$45 on the average home. In other
words, if Garwood separated sewer
charges from the tax bill, as so many
of our neighboring towns do, the
average home would expect a $40 tax
increase this year instead of $85. (The
other $45 would be ‘hidden’ in our
separate sewer bills — we would still
have to pay it.) That would be the
second lowest tax increase in 13 years
(next to $39 from last year).

Although this year’s tax increase
may appear to be larger than our
neighboring towns, one should re-
member that we keep sewer and gar-
bage inside the tax bill unlike the
others. We do not believe in separat-
ing these items, as doing so is simply
a game, and would reduce our prop-
erty tax deduction on our federal in-
come taxes, thereby increasing our
federal income taxes.

While some would like to attribute
the tax increase to our debt, in fact the
second largest portion of the tax in-

crease is due to the contractual in-
crease of $40,000 ($21 per home) to
our police department for salaries. As
of last year, the police department
became whole again at 16 officers
with the unanimous support of the
council and of course, we are re-
quired to pay for this. The third larg-
est are the funds required to pay for
the emergency roof repairs at Bor-
ough Hall at $37,000 ($19 per home).
The fourth increase is the debt ser-
vice bill of $34,000 ($18 per home),
which allows for the bond sale this
year to permanently finance the
borough’s capital projects for the past
11 years. These projects include a
garbage truck, senior citizen bus,
many road improvements, the new
recreation complex, and more.

We will continue to strive for ways
to save taxpayer dollars without jeop-
ardizing services Garwood residents
deserve and have come to expect.
Presently, the council is looking at
opportunities for shared services.
Also, the finance committee is work-
ing with a company that would pro-
vide residents with tax incentives to
shop locally. At least one other town
is interested in teaming up with us to
make this worthwhile. We look for-
ward to reaching out to the local
business community in the near fu-
ture to see if they would be interested
in this program.

Garwood Councilpersons
Louis Petruzzelli

Sara Todisco
Mike Martin

How Can the Democrats Justify Giving
Stender a High Paying Public Job?

A couple of weeks ago I wrote a
letter to our Assemblyman Gerald
Green and our Senator Nicholas
Scutari, asking, since Assembly-
woman Linda Stender has lost the
confidence of the Democrat Party for
re-election, how could they allow her
to keep her $90,000 county job as
director and project manager of the
Union County Improvement Author-
ity. There has been no word from
Senator Scutari. However, Assem-
blyman Green did call my house and
left a phone number. I returned the
call, but never got a call back from
him.

On March 16 in an interview, he
was quoted as saying, “I learned
people skills – how to listen and how
to communicate. I use those skills in
the position I’m in today. The voter is
a customer of mine that I have to
satisfy if I want to stay in this busi-
ness.” He further went on to be quoted,
“The Linda Stender I know worked
hand-in-hand with me to bring the
right services to the 22nd District.”

I guess that means providing pen-
sion padding for likes of Assembly-
woman Stender, along with
Fanwood’s Mayor Colleen Mahr and

Freeholder Al Mirabella. It would
not be a surprise that within a year or
two we will have a “connected” per-
son as recreation and public works
directors in Scotch Plains, if not more.
If Assemblyman Green and all those
in office have been so successful at
keeping our costs down, why does
New Jersey have the highest prop-
erty taxes in the nation?

Assemblywoman Stender, who is
also the Scotch Plains Democrat chair
person, is joined in disgrace by an-
other local Democrat chair — Perth
Amboy’s Democrat Chairwoman
Leslie Dominguez-Rodriguez. She
was forced to resign due to voter
fraud in the Perth Amboy’s Novem-
ber city elections. What is with these
Democrats?

Assemblyman Green is too busy
doing Democrat Party business to
explain his actions not just as he
terms it to a “customer,” but also
someone who is his employer. This
failure to communicate is something
that we are familiar with on federal,
state, county and local levels.

Again, I ask the Assemblyman to
please explain why he is allowing
taxpayer monies to continue to be
used for this high-paying public job
of Assemblywoman Stender given
that he will not support her for re-
election.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Garwood, Big Heart,
Big Taxes

There they go again, justifying,
spinning and actually bragging about
increasing taxes. With 19 homes for
sale, another eight in pre-foreclo-
sure, the Garwood finance commit-
tee just doesn’t seem to get that we
cannot afford their reckless spending
and tax increases. In a recent letter to
the editor, they make a failed attempt
at trying to explain away the increase
by taking no accountability and ig-
noring the facts. Increases to the 2015
budget include: an addition $31,000
for the Athletic Complex (last year
they said it would be $2,000), $33,000
in debt service payments due to the
AFC and neglected infrastructure
projects, $7,000 increase to the rec-
reation department, $17,000 for the
planning board, $11,100 to the mu-
nicipal clerk, $23,845 initial cost for
computer software, $20,000 taxes
raised, $18,800 in legal fees, $17,000
for pension line items, and $37,000
in municipal roof repairs that should
be covered in the “surplus.” In addi-
tion, the failure of the finance com-
mittee to understand and prepare for
fluctuations in RVSA fees will now
cost us $86,000 even though the fees
are flat over the past five years.

The budget proposed by the
Garwood finance committee is more
per household than Westfield and
Cranford combined. How can a bor-
ough of 4,200 people see such drastic
increases year after year? It is be-
cause we have people in charge that
have zero real world budget experi-
ence. They simply copy and paste
from the previous year and add in-
creases. They have no plan, no solu-
tion. They push through their pet
projects without allowing the people
to vote on them and now our small
town with a big heart is starting to see
the ramifications of their careless-
ness.

By approving the $3.2-million AFC
without putting it up for the people of
Garwood to vote on, the council ig-
nored capital expenditures the bor-
ough requires like police dispatch
computer system, police dictaphone
system, DPW equipment that is 30+
years old, the 30+ year old fire trucks
and lack of a $1-million ladder truck
to fight fires at The Pointe, St. Anne’s
senior housing (which, when opened,
is going to create an even bigger
drain on resources) and the fire on
Second Avenue. There are streets in
Garwood that have not been repaved
in 40 years, sidewalks falling into
disrepair, etc. Now we have to pay for
all the items we already needed to
borrow money for but hid from the
public when the AFC was approved.

In addition, there is no synergy
between the municipality and the
board of education. We work in silos,
which creates blown up budgets that
hurt us, the taxpayers. The BOE has
already said they are raising taxes an
average of $217 per house, which
may have been avoided with smart
collaboration. For years they have
gotten away with irresponsible in-
creases. The numbers don’t lie and
we love this town too much to allow
it to continue in the direction it’s
headed.

Sal Piarulli
Garwood

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Procellous – Stormy
2. Eurycerous – Broad-horned
3. Catadioptrics – The science of the

reflection of light and its observance
4. Patena – A grassy area in the hilly

parts of Ceylon (Sri Lanka)

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

DASYMETER
1. An instrument used in testing the

density of gases
2. An instrument used to determine

depth in bodies of water
3. An instrument used to test the

proofage of alcoholic beverages
4. An official or umpire of the pre-

twentieth century baseball era
QUINDISM

1. A fifth
2. A fifteenth
3. Belief in the power of the pentagram
4. Divination of the sea scallops

METOPOMANCY
1. Dissecting cadavers to study or-

gans, vessels and other internals
2. A Caesarean section
3. A study of mollusks
4. Fortunetelling by human features

PLEBICOLIST
1. One who caters to vulgarity or seeks

the favor of the common people
2. A member of the lower class in

Roman times
3. A member of the freshman class of

the United States Military Academy or
the Naval Academy

4. A person who writes about the strife
of the common people

Candidate Filings Are Official
Kickoff of Political Season

Although the calendar may say April Fools’ Day,
the officially start of the fall campaign began with
Monday’s deadline to file nominating petitions for
the State General Assembly as well for county
freeholder boards and municipal council seats (please
see front page article and political party press re-
leases on page 2.) This year — the third year in the
four-year election cycle — is expected to result in a
low turnout as the State Assembly will be at the top
of election ballots.

For the last 15 years, Democrats have held the
majority in both houses of the State Legislature.
They also have held all nine seats on the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders since 1998.

In Westfield, where Democrats have the registra-
tion advantage (30 percent) over Republicans (24
percent) and have won the last six Presidential
elections in Westfield, the GOP holds the mayor’s
office and all eight seats on the town council. Since
46 percent are not affiliated with any party,
Westfielders seem to vote for the most qualified
candidate instead of a person based on their party
affiliation.

In other towns in the county such as Elizabeth,
Plainfield and Hillside, voting is strictly the Demo-
crat Party line, even if Mickey Mouse is running.

This year there are town council races in Westfield,
Garwood, and Cranford. While candidates are run-

ning in Assembly races in District 21, which in-
cludes Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside, and District 22, which includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, we don’t see an upset in the
making as gerrymandering has the GOP dominating
District 21 with Democrats doing the same in Dis-
trict 22. The same is so at the county level where if
Republicans can come within a few thousand votes
of victory it is a good year.

There is some local interest this year with former
Scotch Plains councilman William Vastine running
for state Assembly and township resident Richard
Fortunato seeking a freeholder seat along with
Mountainside Councilman Rene Dierkes.

While funding state pensions and the Transporta-
tion Trust Fund are key issues in state Assembly
races, in our view, maintaining property tax levels
and filling potholes and paving roads are big issues
at the local level. A school funding formula that
increases aid or reduces expenditures of local school
districts like Westfield, Cranford and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood will be needed before property taxes can
be stabilized. Westfield’s school budget has doubled
to $104 million since the mid 1990s.

We encourage all candidates to run issue-oriented
campaigns and to take advantage of the space of-
fered by this newspaper to reach the voters.

Unaffiliated voters will just watch for now.

Will Clark, Rahway Residents
Win Fight Against Turf Field?

Clark and Rahway residents are  fighting a $5-
million plan for a multi-purpose turf field to be
constructed on an existing field at Rahway River
Park, which lies in both communities. The field,
which will have a track, lights, bleachers, a public
address system, restroom facilities and a concession
stand, is being opposed on issues from noise and
lights to environmental concerns. The opposition is
being led by the Coalition to Save Historic Rahway
River Park.

As a Green Acres parcel, and a county park, when
this field is not being used by Rahway High School’s
football team or other sports programs, it will be
available to other Union County residents. This is
the case at other county parks such as Meisel Avenue
Field in Springfield where walkers and joggers use
the track. In our view, the county and Rahway need
to work together to communicate what the actual
plans are for this field. We believe Freeholder Chair-
man Mohamed Jalloh’s proposal for a public forum

in Rahway, once final plans are in place, is a good
idea.

The county has backed away from projects be-
fore such as a petting zoo that was planned for the
20-acre Ponderosa Farm property on Cooper Road
in Scotch Plains and when New Providence voters
in 2010 were given the option of transferring the
ownership of Oakwood Park from the borough to
the county which was to make improvements total-
ing $3.5 million, they overwhelmingly rejected the
proposal, 58 percent to 42 percent. The county said
they only spend that kind of money on county-
owned land, as it far exceeded what they give out in
county grants.

So with 2,700 people already signing an online
petition opposing the Rahway field, a number that is
expected to grow significantly, we don’t expect this
issue to go away any time soon. It will be interesting
to watch to see if the effort is successful or if the
county gets it way.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Mohamed Jalloh, chair
mjalloh@ucnj.org

See more letters on
pages 5 and 20


