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NEW RIG... The Mountainside Rescue Squad recently received its new ambu-
lance, the first in over a decade. It sits outside the squad’s building at New
Providence Road and Route 22 East.

Westfield Dems Announce
2015 Candidate Slate

WESTFIELD —  Daniel Ortolani,
Martin Rothfelder, and Kimberly
Palmieri-Mouded will be running for
Westfield Town Council to represent,
respectively, the first, third, and fourth
wards. Their candidacies were an-
nounced by Janice Siegel, chair-
woman of the Westfield Democratic
Committee. Their petitions were be
filed on Monday to place them on the
ballot for the primary election on
Tuesday, June 2.

Ms. Siegel said the Westfield
Democratic Committee is excited to
endorse these candidates because
each exudes enthusiasm for civic life,
cares about people and the Town of
Westfield, and has the professional
background to bring to the work of
the town council.

Dan Ortolani and his wife, Reyna
Ortolani, have lived in Westfield for
10 years. They have two children,
Luke, a 6th grader at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, and Emma, in 4th
grade at Franklin School. Dan and
Reyna are an interfaith couple with
membership in Temple Emanu-El and
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church.

Mr. Ortolani is known through his
tenure as Pack Leader and committee
chairman for Franklin School’s Cub
Scout Pack 172. He’s also coached
basketball and helped to raise funds
for non-profit causes and organiza-
tions. Fundraising efforts have been
in support of the Franklin Bash, and
the Hedgehog and Feather theater
group. His band, Little Secret, which
plays folk/bluegrass music, will be
performing at a benefit sponsored by
the Westfield Women’s Club on Sat-
urday, May 16 at the Crossroads in
Garwood. Proceeds go to the Na-
tional Alliance on Mental Illness for
N.J.

Mr. Ortolani is senior vice-presi-
dent of Worldwide Customer Ser-
vices at Information Builders, a soft-
ware technology firm. He’s been in
senior positions in product innova-
tion and customer services since 1987.
Mr. Ortolani received his Bachelor of
Science degree in Business Manage-
ment from Sacred Heart University
in Fairfield, Conn., and completed
the executive program at Stanford
University.

Mr. Rothfelder has lived in
Westfield for 17 years. He is the fa-
ther of three children who are prod-
ucts of the Westfield schools (Wil-
son, Roosevelt, and Westfield High
School). Marissa is a recent graduate
of Suffolk University in Boston, Mass.
Alex is a junior at Clark University in
Worcester, Mass., and Claire is a
freshman at the University of Ver-
mont. All three played soccer through
the Westfield Soccer Association with
Marty providing assistance to their
coaches. They also were involved in
activities at the Westfield Area ‘Y.’

Mr. Rothfelder has served as presi-
dent of the board of trustees at the
Unitarian Church in Summit. He also

served on the strategic planning, so-
cial action, and the ministerial search
committees. For 15 years, he has
taught in the religious education pro-
gram, and acted as an advisor to the
youth group. His volunteer efforts
include tutoring in Irvington, and
work on feeding the hungry in New-
ark, Irvington, and New York City
with Bridges Outreach of Summit.

He is an attorney whose work deals
with public utilities. He is associate
general regulatory counsel for
PSE&G. Earlier in his career he was
managing partner for the Westfield
law firm Rothfelder Stern, and be-
fore that he was a partner with the
New Jersey municipal bond law firm
McManimon and Scotland. There he
was lead attorney in developing the
telecommunications, energy and pub-
lic utility practice. Mr. Rothfelder is
a graduate of the University of Wis-
consin in Madison, Wis. and the Wash-
ington University School of Law in
St. Louis, Mo. He is past president of
the public utility law section of the
New Jersey State Bar Association.

Ms. Palmeri-Mouded and her hus-
band, George Mouded, moved to
Westfield a year-and-a-half ago. They
have twin sons, Matthew and Chris-
topher, age 2½, and a 1-year-old
named Nicholas.

Kim was born and raised in Union
County and, from a young age, ac-
tively participated in various com-
munity and church initiatives and
programs.

At St. John’s University, from
which she holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in English and Master of Pro-
fessional Studies in Criminal Justice,
she was elected to several executive
boards, including chairperson for the
Student Union, and secretary and then
president of Phi Eta Chi Sorority. She
was selected to serve as a member of
the President’s Society.

Upon graduation, her alma mater
hired her to work in its Division of
Student Affairs. She quickly ad-
vanced to associate dean for student
life. In addition to teaching courses
and managing a large financial bud-
get, she supervised projects, events,
activities, and programs for the Of-
fice of Student Life. This work in-
volved managing the student gov-
ernment board and 45 clubs, and
their budgets. She planned and or-
ganized out-of-classroom experi-
ences and off-campus community
service projects for students, alumni,
faculty, and the local community. In
spring 2012, Ms. Palmeri-Mouded
partnered with the American Cancer
Society to bring the first Relay for
Life to St. John’s University campus
on Staten Island, an event attended
by more than 500 students and com-
munity members.

Ms. Palmeri-Mouded also volun-
teered in New Orleans following
Hurricane Katrina, and was a Caritas
volunteer in Rome, Italy.

GOP Picks Cuccaro, Sarno
To Run for Garwood Council

GARWOOD — The Garwood Re-
publican Committee has selected
Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro and Joseph
R. Sarno III as its 2015 nominees for
borough council.

Ms. Cuccaro has resided in
Garwood for nearly 50 years, where
she raised her son, Eric Meyer. As a
businesswoman serving the
Garwood community, she has a an
insight into why people choose to
sell their homes in Garwood and
why new residents continue to come
here. Ms. Cuccaro is a realtor for
Coldwell Banker, having sold scores
of homes in the community. She
attended Union County College
where she studied urban studies and
creative writing.

Mr. Sarno is a lifelong New Jersey
resident. He attended Albright Col-
lege in Reading, Pa., and graduated
cum laude with a degree in account-
ing and political science. In college,
he also starred as a cross country and
long distance runner for the track and
field team. He currently works at
SS&C GlobeOP in Cranford as a

senior accountant and has over nine
years of accounting and analytical
experience in the alternative invest-
ment world. His service has assured
that investors are protected from se-
curities fraud, embezzlement, and
other forms of theft.

Garwood GOP Chairman Jim
Mathieu said he is enthusiastic about
Ms. Cuccaro and Mr. Sarno running
for Garwood borough council.

“I first met each of them when I
challenged the Republican establish-
ment in the 2013 Garwood Republi-
can primary. Ileen and Joe are shin-
ing examples of the new type of
candidates our party is selecting —
people of character who will vote
like Republicans. I expect each of
them to bring fresh ideas and ap-
proaches to keeping Garwood af-
fordable for current and future resi-
dents.”

To volunteer, contribute or meet
the candidates in person, please con-
tact Mr. Mathieu at (917) 626-0207
or by e-mail at
jimmathieu71@gmail.com.

Having one special person  
for your car, home and life 
insurance lets you get down  
to business with the rest of  
your life. It’s what I do.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™.
CALL ME TODAY.

Look no further.

1101201.1

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company,  
State Farm Indemnity Company, State Farm Fire and Casualty Company,  

State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL

DEPENDABLE and 
KNOWLEDGEABLE  
agent seeks customers 
looking for real 
PROTECTION and long 
term RELATIONSHIP.

SINGLE, ARTSY LADY SEEKS 
SINSINGLEG  ARTSY GUY. If you love 
paiaintinting,ggn  de decorc ating, baking and nd 

energet
�����������
�	��	 
	��
		 ������
�
�	�	��	��

ADVAD EN
seeseeks ks aa
Pleeasease  
to rele ococ
black ck anan
All rerespsp
Looookiningg

GRANO
LOVING
seeeks ks ww
������ �����


	��	����

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

The Family Law Department of Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski 

Presents 

 

 Back row: Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq., Jennifer L. Young, Esq. & Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair) 

  Front row: Eva Uhrik, Esq. and Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. 

 

5 Lawyers, 5 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates 

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including 

custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony, child 

support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic violence, 

palimony, post-divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions 

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference 

 

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. 

340 North Avenue 

Cranford, New Jersey 07016 

(908) 272-0200 

www.dughihewit.com 

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

· Year End Planning
· Estate and Inheritance Returns
· Form 1041 Fiduciary Returns

Call for an appointment

For All Your Business, Tax
& Financial Needs

www.sg-cpas.com

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Representation · Civil Litigation

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

24 Hours ·  53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
kaplowlaw@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

FAMILY LAW
·  Divorce ·  Domestic Violence

· Custody ·  Child Support
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See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Menendez Rips GOP
Federal Budget Proposal

WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sena-
tor Robert Menendez (D-N.J.) last
week issued the following statement
blasting what he described as draco-
nian cuts to the education system
within the proposed Republican bud-
get:

“I consider a budget to be a reflec-
tion of our values, and this year the
Republicans in Congress have shown
us again what they value most: big
business over education. What else
would explain a proposal that slashes
billions in financial aid for college
students, guts early learning programs
for low-income youth, increases the
cost of college, yet expands big tax
breaks for the ultra-wealthy and Wall
Street?

“Instead of showering millionaires
and big corporations with tax cuts,
we must ensure our children aren’t
denied the opportunity to reach their
full potential by investing in their
education. That is why I will oppose

any proposal that tries to balance the
budget on the backs of our nation’s
students.

“I urge my Republican colleagues
to join us in passing a common-sense
budget that supports hard-working
families, creates good-paying jobs,
makes college more affordable, and
invests in our future.”

He said the Republican budget pro-
posal on education would: slash Pell
Grants by 30 percent over the next 10
years; take away $27.5 million a year
from New Jersey low-income school
districts; cut almost $30 million a
year from New Jersey’s special edu-
cation programs, and eliminate
110,000 children from Head Start
programs nationwide.

Bill to Hike Adjustment For Disabled
Vets OK’d By Assembly Panel

TRENTON – An Assembly panel
released legislation, on March
19th, to provide an increase and
annual adjustment in allowance
paid to veterans with certain war-
time service-connected disabili-
ties.

Currently, the state pays an an-
nual allowance in soldiers and veter-
ans with certain disabilities. A blind
veteran, under current law, receives
$750 annually under the Blind Vet-
erans’ Allowance Program; this
amount has not been changed since
1971.

A veteran with certain other de-
scribed disabilities also receives
$750 annually under the Paraplegic
and Hemiplegic Veterans’ Allowance
Program; this amount has not been
changed since 1981. This bill in-
creases these annual payments to
$1,500.

The legislation also provides for
an annual adjustment in this allow-
ance in direct proportion to the per-
cent change in the Consumer Price
Index over each 12-month period
beginning November 1 and ending
October 31. Under the bill, the ad-
justment is to be made only if the
percent change in the Consumer Price
Index results in an increase in the
allowance; the allowance would not
be reduced if the index experiences a
decline.

The sponsors note in the bill that
the purpose of the adjustment is to
provide a mechanism for ensuring
that, for the benefit of these disabled
soldiers and veterans, the amount of
this allowance would keep pace with
cost-of-living increases.

The bill was released by the As-
sembly Military and Veterans Affairs
Committee.

SP Police Officers Receive
Awards for Saving Two Lives

Assembly OKs Bill to
Establish ‘Opt-Out’
Process for Testing

TRENTON – Legislation that es-
tablishes a process for opting out of
standardized testing in the schools
was approved Thursday by the Gen-
eral Assembly. The bill, A-4165,
would allow the parent or guardian of
a student to provide written notifica-
tion to the school district that the
student will not participate in PARCC
testing.

A-4165 would not exempt a stu-
dent from any high school gradua-
tion requirement established under
current law.

Tues., May 12 Last Day
To Register for Primary

COUNTY — The last day to regis-
ter for the Tuesday, June 2, Primary
Election is Tuesday, May 12.

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &
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SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Scotch Plains Police Department
has announced that three of our
officers; Officer Dave Lavery, Of-
ficer Robert Lewis and Officer
Luis Pereira were just awarded
the Life Saving Medal for actions
that they took that resulted in the
saving of two lives, both in the
same day.

On March 19, 2015, at 07:49 a.m.,
Officers Lavery and Pereira were dis-
patched to a Mary Ellen Lane on the
call of a 56-year-old male having
chest pains. Upon arrival, Officer
Lavery said he immediately recog-
nized that the male was having a
heart attack. He and Officer Pereira
began to administer life saving mea-
sures, they hooked up their defibril-
lator and followed the instructions by
beginning CPR.

The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
arrived and transported the pa-
tient to JFK Hospital. The patient
was shocked twice with the
defibrillator before regaining con-
sciousness.

Later that same day, at 12:25 p.m.,
Officer Lavery and Officer Robert
Lewis were dispatched to Black Birch
Road on the call that a 55-year-old
male had passed out. Officer Lewis
and Officer Lavery began taking life
saving measures by hooking up the
defibrillator and administering CPR.
The Scotch Plains Rescue Squad
again responded and transported the
patient to JFK Hospital. The patient
was shocked four times with the

defibrillator before regaining con-
sciousness.

For the actions these officers
took in the saving of two lives,
Officer Lavery, Officer Lewis and
Officer Pereira received the Life
Saving Medal award. (Officer
Lavery was awarded two Life Sav-
ing Medals for assisting on both
of the calls).

The members of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad that responded and
transported the victims were: EMT’s
Thomas Snihur, Nicholas Letkowski,
Joan Lozowski and Lucas
Cimafonte.

Christie Signs Excess
Military Equip. Bill

TRENTON – Legislation increas-
ing controls on the acquisition and
deployment of military surplus equip-
ment by law enforcement agencies
has been signed into law by Gover-
nor Chris Christie.

The bill, A-3901/S-2364, requires
local government approval prior to
application for enrollment in the fed-
eral 1033 program. The 1033 pro-
gram authorizes the transfer of ar-
mored vehicles, weapons and other
equipment from the Department of
Defense (DOD) to state, county and
local police departments.

The distribution of excess DOD
equipment to federal and state agen-
cies is authorized by Congress. The
military gear is intended to assist
officers in their mission, with an
emphasis on counter-drug and
counter-terrorism efforts.


