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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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DEDICATED SERVICE...Recently, Scotch Plains Police Sergeant Ernesto M.
Hernandez completed a project for the Scotch Plains Fire Department using their
own decommissioned hose and made a three-foot by five-foot flag to honor their
dedicated service. UNICO was to present the flag to the fire departmnent last
night (after press deadline) during its monthly meeting at Giovanna’s on South
Avenue in Plainfield.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE REPORTERS...Cub Scouts from School One in Scotch Plains get a
tour of the offices of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
last week.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON  YOUR MARK…Costumed characters make the rounds during  the JCC of
Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains’ “Family Fun Fest” on Sunday afternoon.

She said the field would be used by
other towns and individuals when
Rahway is not using the facility.

“I think when everyone understands
what is laid out there and the impor-
tance, this will be a really great
project,” Ms. Rountree said.

Bob Carson of Rahway called the
park a “gem that is rare in Union
County.” He said he obtained “con-
tracts” through the Open Public
Records Act (OPRA) that showed the
proposed facility “will change the
character of Rahway River Park im-
mensely.”

A soccer coach for 20 years, he said
turf fields can reach a temperature of
160 degrees in the summer.

Freeholder Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh said there are no contracts for
the project as the freeholders have
not passed any resolutions to date.

Kelly Tropeano of Clark called the
project a “costly and unnecessary
upgrade to the facility.” A member of
the Coalition to Save Historic Rahway
River Park, she also raised health
concerns regarding turf fields. She
said 2,700 persons have signed an
online petition opposing the project.

She said the coalition is opposed to
the project based on “safety, quality
of life, projected costs, impact to the
environment and habitat to the park.”
She said the park is suited for soccer,
not football.

Ms. Tropeano said adding lights
and extending playing time will
“change the dawn-to-dusk nature of
the park.”

Jeff Freeman of Rahway said the
field would “drastically reduce our
property values.” He said residents
will be faced with noise from large
crowds and the loudspeakers as well
bright lights in the evening.

“Ninety percent of the people are
against this development,” Mr. Free-
man said. He called the project “just
totally inappropriate.”
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Rahway River Pk. Turf Field
James Coyle of Rahway com-

mented, “This is wrong...I didn’t pur-
chase my house to be within two
blocks of the sports complex.” He
questioned why fixing Veterans Field,
the current home to Rahway High
School football, has not been dis-
cussed.

“I don’t want to sit in my living
room and hear, ‘first and 10, ball on
the 20-yard line.’ It’s unfair,” Mr.
Coyle said.

Former Clark councilwoman Maria
Soyka said the athletic facility “will
ruin the whole footprint of that park.”

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Angel Estrada said, “This is a
very moving issue and we’ll see what
happens.”

Freeholder Chris Hudak added, “I
think people should hold judgment
until there are actual plans in place
that people can scrutinize and make
comments on....We’re not talking
about Met Life Stadium in the middle
of Rahway River Park.”

Freeholder Jalloh said he wants to
hold a public forum with Rahway
officials in the city once plans are set.

In other topics raised during public
comments, representatives of Com-
munications Workers of America
(CWA) Local 1080 spoke of negotia-
tions with the county on a new con-
tract for social services employees.
Jeff Robinson said the union has not
been treated fairly. Local 1080’s con-
tract expired in June of 2013.

Summit Council President Rob-
ert Rubino said he was “hoping for
a better proposed (county) budget”
after the sale of Runnells Special-
ized Hospital. He said he would
“enjoy seeing” a flat tax levy or
even a tax cut, urging the freehold-
ers to cut the budget more. Mr.
Rubino said the Summit city bud-
get has gone down to 21 percent of
the Summit tax bill with the county
portion at 29 percent.

Cancun Fire Chief Visits
FW Fire Dept., Rescue Sqd.
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Fire

Department and Rescue Squad re-
ceived a visit this weekend from the
fire chief of the Mexican tourist re-
sort of Cancun.

Tom Hurtado, director general of
the Cancun Bomberos, is the equiva-
lent of a fire chief in a U.S. commu-
nity and has been touring firehouses
in central and northern New Jersey.
He is here at the invitation of New
Jersey first responders and instruc-
tors who have been to Cancun on
several occasions to help train his
team.

For the past several years, this coa-
lition of instructors, including Mel-
issa Padulsky, owner of Little Hearts
Big World CPR and First Aid Instruc-
tion based in Fanwood, have traveled
to Cancun to donate training and
equipment to Mr. Hurtado’s opera-
tion, which is using gear that is up to
30 years old.

“We take our vacations down there
and use some of the time to do this
training,” said Ken Smith, leader of
the Maryland-based Region 4 Res-
cue Team of the American Power
Boat Association, a group of volun-
teers who provide EMS at power
boat races.

The City of Cancun has a popula-
tion of one million and is visited by
11 million tourists a year. Building
construction ranges from modern,
masonry hotels to thatch houses.
Despite the large population and di-
versity of building types, Mr. Hurtado
is forced to constantly solicit dona-

tions of everything from bandages to
heavy equipment to fight fires. EMS
in Cancun is provided by the Red
Cross, but a number of his firefighters
are paramedics and he would like to
acquire an ambulance to assist with
EMS. As a firefighting force, his team
answers many calls that are unique to
Cancun.

“We answer calls for propane fires
several times a week,” he said. Many
homes in Cancun use propane for
heat and cooking. “Then, there are
the alligators.”

It is not uncommon for Mr.
Hurtado’s firefighters to be called to
a home with an alligator lurking in
the backyard. “We take a coat and
throw it over its head so it can’t see,
then three or four firemen jump on
top of it,” he said, as Fanwood Fire
Chief John Piccola and Assistant
Chief Dave Zawodniak listened in
awe. Currently, New Jersey
firefighters are not trained in alliga-
tor removal.

The cross-border relationship be-
tween the Mexican and New Jersey
first responders has been beneficial
for all concerned. “This group of
firefighters works hard,” said Ms.
Padulsky. “They do 24-hour shifts on
a rotating schedule. They are so will-
ing to learn anything we can teach
them. They don’t have formal train-
ing or standards like we do here in the
U.S. While they don’t have a lot of
money or equipment, they treat us
like family.”

Officers and members of the Fan-
wood Fire Department and Rescue
Squad showed Mr. Hurtado their ap-
paratus in detail, then treated him to
a ride on a fire engine before moving
to his next stop in Piscataway.

Paperboard Plant Is Declared
Area In Need of Redevelopment

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The planning board
has declared the Garwood Paperboard
plant property on North Avenue an
“area in need of redevelopment” and
has forwarded its recommendation
to the borough council for further
action.

The decision on March 25 was the
first step in possibly transforming the
4.54-acre plot on the east edge of the
borough, a largely vacant, hulking,
four-story, 115-year-old structure
with smaller buildings, into another
use, such as an over-55 housing unit
and/or nursing home.

If the borough agrees with the de-
termination, it can develop a plan for
the property and work with the owner
to implement it.

Zoning Code Official Victor
Vinegra, who works for the planning
board’s designated engineering firm
Harbor Consultants of Cranford, ex-
plained how his firm determined that
the property met three of the state’s
eight criteria for declaring it “in need
of redevelopment.” Only one is re-
quired for the declaration.

Highlighting Harbor Consultants’
77-page report, Mr. Vinegra noted
how the buildings are largely empty
and contain broken windows with tin
or wood covering them. Moreover,
much of the underdeveloped areas of
the property has overgrown vegeta-
tion.

While the building is not crum-
bling, he said, those conditions met
criteria “B” of a “discontinuance of
use” that made it in “so great a state of
disrepair as to be untenable.”

Additionally, Mr. Vinegra ex-
plained, the property met criteria “D”
that the age of the buildings’ obsoles-
cent design and state of dilapidation
made them “detrimental to the safety,
health, morals, or welfare of the com-
munity.”

And finally, the parcel was “con-
sistent with smart growth planning
principles” – criteria “H” – due to its
location along the NJ Transit Raritan
Valley Rail Line and Garwood being
“more or less a transit village,” Mr.
Vinegra said.

Richard Kozel, the attorney repre-
senting the property’s owner, Millen
Industries Inc., and its principal, Ken
Schulman, did not dispute the report,
but he would not state whether he
agreed with its conclusion that the
paperboard plant was in need of re-
development.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
pressed Mr. Kozel four times if he
agreed or disagreed with Harbor’s
determination. But Mr. Kozel de-
ferred each time, acknowledging on
one occasion with a laugh that he was
not directly answering the question.
Instead, he said only that such a de-
termination would make transitioning
the property to another use easier.

Mr. Kozel also said the plant has
environmental contamination con-
tained within the perimeter of the
plant walls that likely would cost
between $800,000 and $1 million to

correct. Until the exact level of con-
tamination is specified, he could not
offer an opinion on the determina-
tion.

He bristled at the use of the word
“blight” although two residents, in-
cluding former planning board mem-
ber Al Del Conte, described the prop-
erty as “blighty” and “an eyesore.”
Planning Board Chairman Steve
Greet referred to it as “blightful.”

Mr. Kozel told the board how the
plant is operating at a minimal level,
with five people for recycling vari-
ous types of paper. At its peak, he
said, the plant, which was built to
produce musical organs, had more
than 105 employees spread out over
three shifts as it operated 24 hours a
day.

But about 10 years ago, he said, the
price of recycled paper plummeted to
one sixth of its previous value, about
$20 a ton, with countries such as
China and India dominating the mar-
ket.

The Schulmans, who purchased
the property in the 1970s, investi-
gated redeveloping the property, but
with the price of recycled paper re-
bounding in recent years, the family
also is considering amping up pro-
duction again.

Mr. Kozel said Millen looked into
a mixed-use of retail and housing,
but rejected the idea when it could
not find many interested developers.

The most promising proposal was
some combination of elderly hous-
ing, such as an age 55-and-up com-
munity, assisted living facility, nurs-
ing home or a mixture of all three.

“It’s something very, very interest-
ing,” he said. “We intend to look in
that direction, but I don’t want the
board to think we’ve foreclosed the
idea of reopening the plant.”

Except for the abstentions of Mayor
Charles Lombardo and Borough
Council President Bill Nierstedt, the
board voted unanimously to declare
the site in need of redevelopment.

In other action, the board sent its
recommendations to the borough
council regarding its still yet to be
introduced ordinance on temporary
sidewalk signs.

The board spent more than half an
hour before deciding to ask the coun-
cil to: consider prohibiting lighted
temporary signs, allow a “T sign” in
addition to A-frame and easel types,
restrict the signs being permitted to
only during hours of operation, man-
date that they must be stored inside
when not in use and that they be no
wider than two feet and greater than
eight square feet.

It rejected a suggestion from Mr.
Nierstedt that plastic be banned as
the signs’ composition. Although
North and South Avenues are replete
with the signs already, borough ordi-
nances do not permit them.
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and Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded,
fourth ward, in November, who most
recently was associate dean for stu-
dent life at St. John’s University.

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who heads the Union County Divi-
sion of Strategic Planning and Inter-
governmental Relations, is seeking a
fourth term. She is joined on the
Democratic ticket by Councilman
Jack Molenaar, director of transpor-
tation services with Rutgers Univer-
sity, and council candidate Erin
McElroy Barker, who is replacing
Councilman Daniel Levine, who is
not seeking re-election. No Republi-
cans filed for council seats for the
second year in a row.

Garwood Borough Council mem-
bers William Nierstedt, director of
planning for Plainfield, and Ann
Tarantino, a project manager with
AT&T, are seeking re-election. They
face a Republican challenge in No-
vember from Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro,
a realtor with Coldwell Banker, and
Joseph R. Sarno III, a senior accoun-
tant with SS&C GlobeOP in Cranford.

Cranford Township Committeeman
Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., the lone
Democrat on the five-member com-
mittee, is being challenged in his bid
for a second term by Republican
Michael A. Petrucci, who serves as an
alternate member on the Cranford
Planning Board. Mr. Hannen was
mayor in 2013.

In Mountainside, Republican
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli is seeking
another term along with GOP bor-
ough council incumbent Robert
Messler and newcomer Wendy Fech-
Caccamo, who replaces Councilman
William Lance, who did not seek re-
election. No Democrats filed for coun-
cil seats.

There is no municipal election in
Scotch Plains this year.

At the state level, candidates filed
for the General Assembly. The State
Senate will face re-election in 2016.

In the 21st legislative district, Re-
publican incumbents, Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick of Westfield and As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz of Sum-
mit, face a fall challenge from Demo-
crats Jill Anne Lazare of Summit, an
attorney who ran for the Assembly in
2013, and David Barnett of Spring-
field, a member of the Springfield
Township Committee currently serv-
ing as mayor. Mr. Barnett owns an
information technology company.

In the 22nd legislative district, As-
semblyman Jerry Green (Plainfield)
is joined on the Democratic ticket by
his new running mate, former Rahway
mayor James Kennedy, who replaces
Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(Scotch Plains), who is not seeking
re-election following a scandal in-
volving her husband’s shore home.

They will face Republicans, former
Scotch Plains councilman William
Vastine, a finance manager with the
Plainfield YMCA, and William
Michelson, an attorney and land use
planner from Plainfield.

ness came from a recent push on
behalf of the state to lessen its burden
of the teacher and school employees’
pension system. A recent 70-page re-
port commissioned by Governor Chris
Christie suggests strongly that the
pension system should be turned over
as a responsibility of local school
districts. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
BOE deliberated the wording of a
resolution to be sent to the state that
strongly stands against the policy of
the pensions being turned over. This
resolution is coming in conjunction
with the New Jersey School Boards
Association, which also strongly op-
poses the potential shift in pension
plans.

Additionally, this report calls for
the “significant reduction of ben-
efits… that were promised to teach-
ers for the life of their service,” said
board member Betty Anne Woerner
and that “in the age range of 20 to 60,
those younger will be able to build up
a reasonable retirement package, not
as good as what they have… the
people in their 50s and on will see a
sizeable reduction and the report ad-
mits this.”

Board member Trip Whitehouse
said, “Employee contributions im-
posed at the district level will cost
over a billion dollars. The state would
like to pass on their burden of funding
health and pensions benefits. For ev-
ery dollar you obligate, the state will
want 30 cents on the dollar.”

The board decided to review the
wording of the resolution and discuss
it at the next meeting.

In other business, the board voted
to purchase and install new labora-
tory equipment for: Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School room 128 Sci-
ence Lab through Longo Associates
for $92,904.83 and for high school
room 129, Science Lab, also through
Longo Associates, for $92,904,83,
and room 130, Science Lab for
$122,529.49; room 131, science lab
for $115,569.68; and room 133, sci-
ence lab, for $118,112.47.

The board also voted to accept
$70,000 from the New Jersey
Achievement Coaches Grant Program
to empower eight district educators
to provide direct support to their peers
through high quality training and re-
sources.

Board President Nancy Bauer said
she wanted to mention the passing of
Lawrence Andrews, and recognize
his service to the district. He was a
past-president of the board of educa-
tion.

Dell Simeone contributed to this
story.

does not need a liaison to the his-
toric preservation committee.

“It was a past practice, but it is
not a bylaw,” Mr. Molenaar said.

Mr. Molenaar said the board
would keep the lines of communi-
cation open when a project comes
up in which the historic preserva-
tion committee may have an inter-
est.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HUG THE EASTER BUNNY…Kids enjoy the Cranford Junior Women’s
Club’s “Breakfast with the Easter Bunny” event  Saturday morning at the
Cranford Community Center.

MARCH FOR MEALS...Pictured, left to right, Meals on Wheels volunteers
Maureen O’Rourke of Chatham and Christine Melendez of Summit, and New
Jersey State Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) deliver
meals to older adults in Summit on Tuesday. Senator Kean participated in the
Meals on Wheels America’s “March For Meals” campaign, which is coordinated
by SAGE Eldercare in Summit.  During the entire month, a total of 24 dignitaries
delivered meals with SAGE volunteers. On a daily basis, SAGE volunteers deliver
meals and check in on approximately 120 older residents in parts of Union, Essex
and Morris Counties.  For more information on the program, call (908) 273-5554
or visit sageeldercare.org.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


