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www.HomewatchCareGivers.com

• Hourly or live-in care in your home or residence
• All caregivers are state certified CHHAs
• Hourly caregivers can drive for errands  

and appointments
• Every client supported by an RN and Social 

Worker at no charge

Homewatch CareGivers Professional Staff 
Raising the bar in homecare every day!

(908) 448-2230
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Candidates
Cranford Township Committee-

man Thomas H. Hannen, Jr., the lone
Democrat on the five-member com-
mittee, is being challenged in his bid
for a second term by Republican
Michael A. Petrucci, who serves as an
alternate member on the Cranford
Planning Board. Mr. Hannen was
mayor in 2013.

In Mountainside, Republican
Mayor Paul N. Mirabelli is seeking
another term along with GOP bor-
ough council incumbent Robert
Messler and newcomer Wendy Fech-
Caccamo, who replaces Councilman
William Lance, who did not seek re-
election. No Democrats filed for coun-
cil seats.

There is no municipal election in
Scotch Plains this year.

At the state level, candidates filed
for the General Assembly. The State
Senate will face re-election in 2016.

In the 21st legislative district, Re-
publican incumbents, Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick of Westfield and As-
semblywoman Nancy Munoz of Sum-
mit, face a fall challenge from Demo-
crats Jill Anne Lazare of Summit, an
attorney who ran for the Assembly in
2013, and David Barnett of Spring-
field, a member of the Springfield
Township Committee currently serv-
ing as mayor. Mr. Barnett owns an
information technology company.

In the 22nd legislative district, As-
semblyman Jerry Green of Plainfield)
is joined on the Democratic ticket by
his new running mate, former Rahway
mayor James Kennedy, who replaces
Assemblywoman Linda Stender og
Scotch Plains, who is not seeking re-
election following a scandal involv-
ing her husband’s shore home.

They will face Republicans, former
Scotch Plains councilman William
Vastine, a finance manager with the
Plainfield YMCA, and William
Michelson, an attorney and land use
planner from Plainfield.

petition opposing the project.
She said the coalition is opposed to

the project based on “safety, quality of
life, projected costs, impact to the envi-
ronment and habitat to the park.” She
said the park is suited for soccer, not
football.

Ms. Tropeano said adding lights and
extending playing time will “change
the dawn-to-dusk nature of the park.”

Jeff Freeman of Rahway said the
field would “drastically reduce our
property values.” He said residents will
be faced with noise from large crowds
and the loudspeakers as well bright
lights in the evening.

“Ninety percent of the people are
against this development,” Mr. Free-
man said. He called the project “just
totally inappropriate.”

James Coyle of Rahway commented,
“This is wrong...I didn’t purchase my
house to be within two blocks of the
sports complex.” He questioned why
fixing Veterans Field, the current home
to Rahway High School football, has
not been discussed.

“I don’t want to sit in my living room
and hear, ‘first and 10, ball on the 20-
yard line.’ It’s unfair,” Mr. Coyle said.

Former Clark councilwoman Maria
Soyka said the athletic facility “will
ruin the whole footprint of that park.”

During freeholder comments, Free-
holder Angel Estrada said, “This is a
very moving issue and we’ll see what
happens.”

Freeholder Chris Hudak added, “I
think people should hold judgment until
there are actual plans in place that
people can scrutinize and make com-
ments on....We’re not talking about Met
Life Stadium in the middle of Rahway
River Park.”

Freeholder Jalloh said he wants to
hold a public forum with Rahway offi-
cials in the city once plans are set.

In other topics raised during public
comments, representatives of Commu-
nications Workers of America (CWA)
Local 1080 spoke of negotiations with
the county on a new contract for social
services employees. Jeff Robinson said
the union has not been treated fairly.
Local 1080’s contract expired in June
of 2013.

Summit Council President Robert
Rubino said he was “hoping for a better
proposed (county) budget” after the
sale of Runnells Specialized Hospital.
He said he would “enjoy seeing” a flat
tax levy or even a tax cut, urging the
freeholders to cut the budget more. Mr.
Rubino said the Summit city budget
has gone down to 21 percent of the
Summit tax bill with the county portion
at 29 percent.
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519 South Ave West
Westfield
ronbansky@allstate.com
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Garwood Council Hires
New Recycling Collector

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
on March 24 decided to accept the bid
of Equipment Rental Services to re-
place the Houston-headquartered Waste
Management as the borough’s recy-
cling collector, choosing the company
after a debate which sparked a heated
discussion and concerns of corruption.

Councilman Jim Mathieu was the
lone opponent to Equipment Rental, of
Staten Island, N.Y., which Borough
Administrator/Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma disclosed was owned by
the son of the borough’s former recy-
cling collector, Great Northern.

Mr. Mathieu said he was unequivo-
cally against the return to any company
affiliated with Great Northern, recall-
ing how he and other council members
in 2011 received the specifications for
renewing at “the 11th hour” and “were
put under a lot of pressure internally” to
extend the contract with the company
without going for bid.

“What I’m trying to say is there were
shenanigans,” Mr. Mathieu said. “I’m
just saying there are some advocates
within this administration for Great
Northern...”

“He means me,” interjected Ms.
Ariemma, who earlier in the discussion
said she had received numerous more
complaints about Waste Management
than with Great Northern. “I don’t know
what you’re implying, councilman, but
I’m telling you the truth, the facts.
There’s no improprieties.”

Mr. Mathieu and Ms. Ariemma dis-
puted the details of the 2011 contract,
with Mr. Mathieu saying Waste
Management’s bid saved the borough
money and Ms. Ariemma saying the
bids were “pennies” apart.

The conflict arose out of the council’s
desire to match the borough’s recy-
cling contract with the calendar year
for producing a collection schedule
and budgeting. The current contract
expires Wednesday, July 1. Waste Man-
agement, which originally insisted on
renewing only on a yearly basis, ac-
cording to Ms. Ariemma, submitted a
bid of $28,578 to complete the year,
while Equipment Rental offered to

charge only $16,900.
When Councilman Lou Petruzzelli

questioned that, with a difference of
$11,678, why there was any question
as to which bid to accept, Mr. Mathieu
shot back.

“Because we’re worried about cor-
ruption here, that’s why. Because we’re
worried about corruption,” he said. “I’m
trying to protect the borough from cor-
ruption.”

That spurred Mayor Charles
Lombardo to gavel the meeting back
into order.

In another budgetary contract mat-
ter, Mr. Mathieu, the buildings and
grounds committee chairman, said the
Garwood school board had agreed to
extend the shared-services agreement
at a 2-percent increase with regard to
custodial maintenance.

The issue of adding the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Complex field
house to the agreement was still a mat-
ter of some discussion with the school
board. The exact level of service and
cost was to be determined as the month
of April progressed, Mr. Mathieu said.

That drew a tone of concern from
Councilwoman Sara Todisco, who felt
the building would not require a lot of
work and asked for an update before
the council’s next meeting on Tuesday,
April 14.

The council met in an executive ses-
sion for about 30 minutes to hear an
update from its attorney with regard to
contract negotiations before a media-
tor with the police officers’ union. No
details were revealed after the closed-
door session.

Councilwoman and Parking Com-
mittee Chairwoman Ann Tarantino told
the council that she had received a
commitment from the manager of the
Burger King restaurant on North Av-
enue about increasing the number of
commuter parking spots from the cur-
rent 15. The exact number was still a
matter of discussion with higher man-
agement at Burger King.

In another parking issue, Mayor
Lombardo said he had discussed resi-
dents’ concerns about traffic and cars
around Lincoln School with Schools
Superintendent Teresa Quigley, who
agreed to send reminders to parents
about drop-off and pick-up regula-
tions.

but he would not state whether he
agreed with its conclusion that the
paperboard plant was in need of re-
development.

Board Attorney Donald Fraser
pressed Mr. Kozel four times if he
agreed or disagreed with Harbor’s
determination. But Mr. Kozel de-
ferred each time, acknowledging on
one occasion with a laugh that he was
not directly answering the question.
Instead, he said only that such a de-
termination would make transitioning
the property to another use easier.

Mr. Kozel also said the plant has
environmental contamination con-
tained within the perimeter of the
plant walls that likely would cost
between $800,000 and $1 million to
correct. Until the exact level of con-
tamination is specified, he could not
offer an opinion on the determina-
tion.

He bristled at the use of the word
“blight” although two residents, in-
cluding former planning board mem-
ber Al Del Conte, described the prop-
erty as “blighty” and “an eyesore.”
Planning Board Chairman Steve
Greet referred to it as “blightful.”

Mr. Kozel told the board how the
plant is operating at a minimal level,
with five people for recycling vari-
ous types of paper. At its peak, he
said, the plant, which was built to
produce musical organs, had more
than 105 employees spread out over
three shifts as it operated 24 hours a
day.

But about 10 years ago, he said, the
price of recycled paper plummeted to
one sixth of its previous value, about
$20 a ton, with countries such as
China and India dominating the mar-
ket.

The Schulmans, who purchased
the property in the 1970s, investi-
gated redeveloping the property, but
with the price of recycled paper re-
bounding in recent years, the family
also is considering amping up pro-
duction again.

Mr. Kozel said Millen looked into
a mixed-use of retail and housing,
but rejected the idea when it could
not find many interested developers.

The most promising proposal was
some combination of elderly hous-
ing, such as an age 55-and-up com-
munity, assisted living facility, nurs-
ing home or a mixture of all three.

“It’s something very, very interest-
ing,” he said. “We intend to look in
that direction, but I don’t want the
board to think we’ve foreclosed the
idea of reopening the plant.”

Except for the abstentions of Mayor
Charles Lombardo and Borough
Council President Bill Nierstedt, the
board voted unanimously to declare
the site in need of redevelopment.

In other action, the board sent its
recommendations to the borough
council regarding its still yet to be
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Garwood Paperboard
introduced ordinance on temporary
sidewalk signs.

The board spent more than half an
hour before deciding to ask the coun-
cil to: consider prohibiting lighted
temporary signs, allow a “T sign” in
addition to A-frame and easel types,
restrict the signs being permitted to
only during hours of operation, man-
date that they must be stored inside
when not in use and that they be no
wider than two feet and greater than
eight square feet.

It rejected a suggestion from Mr.
Nierstedt that plastic be banned as
the signs’ composition. Although
North and South Avenues are replete
with the signs already, borough ordi-
nances do not permit them.

MARCH FOR MEALS...Pictured left to right, Meals on Wheels volunteers
Maureen O’Rourke of Chatham and Christine Melendez of Summit, and New
Jersey State Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), deliver
meals to older adults in Summit on Tuesday. Senator Kean participated in the
Meals on Wheels America’s “March For Meals” campaign, which is coordinated
by SAGE Eldercare in Summit.  During the entire month, a total of 24 dignitaries
delivered meals with SAGE volunteers. On a daily basis, SAGE volunteers deliver
meals and check in on approximately 120 older residents in parts of Union, Essex,
and Morris Counties.  For more information on the program, call (908) 273-5554
or visit sageeldercare.org.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield  Leader
HUG THE EASTER BUNNY… Kids enjoy the Cranford Junior Woman’s
Club’s “Breakfast with the Easter Bunny” event Saturday morning at the
Cranford Community Center.

was signed by Ms. Kessler.
Subsequently, the December and

January meetings of the commission
had been cancelled. Meanwhile the
amended ordinance, which did not con-
tain an opt-out provision, had been
introduced before council for first read-
ing.

The commission met again on Feb-
ruary 23. That meeting, however, was
not a continuation of the public hearing
on the designation. At that meeting, the
White brothers and 10 of their neigh-
bors showed up only because one of
them saw on the town’s website that a
commission meeting was being held
that evening. The concern of the meet-
ing that evening was to approve addi-
tions to be made to a house in a historic
district. The Walnut Street owners
waited a hour-and-a-half for that por-
tion of the meeting to be over and then
presented their objections to the com-
mission. Most of their concerns were
about having to get approval to make
changes to the homes many of them
had grown up in.

Ms. Kessler told the residents that
ordinance would be before the council
again and that 75 percent of the resi-
dents would have signed to agree to the
designation before it could be passed.
She assured the residents that no one
was trying to “shove anything down
their throats.”

However, the amended ordinance
did not contain an opt-out provision to
provide for those may not want to be
part of district.

In any case, R. Thomas White said,
later, the opposing residents got to-
gether with other residents, had more
discussion, and the 20 percent needed
signed the petition opposing the his-
toric designation. The historic designa-
tion appears to have been scrapped.

In the aftermath, it appears that com-
munication to residents as to the pro-
cess of historic designation and what it
entails and could mean to them (the
residents) was not clear.

Tom Jardim, a former town mayor
and a resident of Walnut Street, told
The Westfield Leader he is disappointed.
“I’ll keep talking to my neighbors, I
won’t give up,” he said. “We have to do
something to stop the razing of historic
houses in this town,” he added.

The Monday night meeting of the
commission was cancelled. The next
commission meeting will be on Mon-
day, April 27, at 7:30 p.m. at the mu-
nicipal building, 425 East Broad Street.
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Walnut St.

Fanwood Board Okays
Resolution for K-9 Resorts

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FUTURE REPORTERS...Cub Scouts from School One in Scotch Plains got a
tour of the offices of The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
last week.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The planning
board on Wednesday at its regular
meeting had no applications to be
heard. The board approved the reso-
lution for applicant K-9 Resorts
LLC, located at 57 South Avenue.
The application to subdivide the lot
was approved unanimously last
month.

K-9 Resorts’ plan is to create a
new doggie day care facility on the
adjacent lot it is leasing. Co-own-
ers Steven and Jason Parker held a
groundbreaking ceremony last
Thursday.

There is a grand opening planned
for Sunday, June 14, from noon
until 4 p.m. Steven Parker told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Fri-
day that he is expecting 400 to 500
people at the event, which will in-
clude kids’ activities with a bouncy
house, and catered food and bever-
ages. During the grand opening,
people will be able to tour the facil-
ity.

The new doggie daycare facility
will have about double the space
and will include a new daycare area
for smaller dogs. “We will have one
room for dogs 30 pounds and up
and one room for 30 pounds and
smaller,” Mr. Parker told The Times.

Dog owners can choose from
three boarding options: luxury
suites, executive rooms, and tradi-
tional boarding rooms.

“We are going to have Rodeo

Drive luxury suites that are styled
after a Beverly Hills streetscape,”
said Mr. Parker, and which will in-
clude working lampposts modeled
after those found in the famed shop-
ping mecca.

Another new feature is a 5,000-
square-foot private, outdoor dog
park made of a special artificial
turf, and the area will have benches,
lampposts and murals painted on
the fence. The building will be fully
sprinklered and have a generator in
the event of a power outage.

Both Steven Parker and his
brother, Jason, live in Fanwood less
than a mile from the facility, as
does the general manager of K-9.
K-9 was rated number three in the
country by Ilovedogs.com, and is
rated number one in New Jersey by
New Jersey Monthly magazine and
the Courier News as best doggie
daycare facility.

Zoning Officer Raymond
Sullivan said he anticipates three
new applications — an addition, a
generator and a pergola — at the
board’s next regular meeting on
Wednesday, April 22.

Planning Board member Jack
Molenaar, who also serves on the
borough council, said he talked to
the council Wednesday night and it
is hoping to introduce at the next
council meeting an ordinance that
will rezone part of South Avenue.
The ordinance would then be re-
viewed by the planning board, with
a second reading by the borough
council in May.

After it was questioned at a re-
cent planning board meeting, Board
Secretary Pat Hoynes said the board
does not need a liaison to the his-
toric preservation committee.

“It was a past practice, but it is
not a bylaw,” Mr. Molenaar said.

Mr. Molenaar said the board would
keep the lines of communication
open when a project comes up in
which the historic preservation com-
mittee may have an interest.

www.goleader.com


