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Candidates File For State, County,
Municipal Elected Offices

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — The fall campaign
officially began Monday with nomi-
nating petitions filed by candidates
for state assembly, Union County clerk
and freeholder, Westfield town coun-
cil, Cranford township committee,
Fanwood mayor and borough coun-
cil, and Garwood borough council.

At the county level, incumbent
Democratic Freeholders Al Mirabella
of Fanwood, Mohamed Jalloh of
Union, the current board chairman,

and Bruce Bergen of Springfield, are
being challenged in the June Primary
by Diana Escobar, Eric Kulick and
Fabiola Rios, all of Elizabeth, run-
ning under the slogan “Real Demo-
crats for Change,” and Henry McNair
of Union and Jack Freudenheim of
Plainfield, running under the banner
Union County Progressive Demo-
cratic Organization.

The winners will face Republican
challengers, Richard Fortunato of
Scotch Plains, chairman of the board
of The Catastrophe Risk Exchange,
Inc., which provides transaction soft-
ware for reinsurance brokers, manag-
ing agents and syndicates, and re-
insurers; Mountainside Councilman
Rene Dierkes, a financial advisor for
Morgan Stanley in Westfield and who
was born in Naples, Italy, and Joel
Bonilla of Union, a police dispatcher
in North Plainfield.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi is
seeking re-election against Republi-
can Joseph Aubourg, an educator at
Monmouth University, in the General
Election.

In Westfield, Republican incum-
bents Frank Arena, first ward; JoAnn
Neylan, second ward, and Mark
LoGrippo, third ward, all filed for re-
election, and Doug Stokes, fourth
ward, replaces James Foerst, who is
not seeking re-election. Mr. Stokes is
president of the Westfield Memorial

Library Board of Trustees. The GOP
ticket will face Democrats Daniel
Ortolani, first ward, a senior vice-
president of Worldwide Customer
Services at Information Builders, a
software technology firm; Martin
Rothfelder, third ward, an attorney,
and Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded,
fourth ward, in November, who most
recently was associate dean for stu-
dent life at St. John’s University. No
Democrat filed in the second ward.

In Fanwood, Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who heads the Union County Divi-
sion of Strategic Planning and Inter-
governmental Relations, is seeking a
fourth term. She is joined on the
Democratic ticket by Councilman
Jack Molenaar, director of transpor-
tation services with Rutgers Univer-
sity, and council candidate Erin
McElroy Barker, who is replacing
Councilman Daniel Levine, who is
not seeking re-election. No Republi-
cans filed for mayor or council seats.

Garwood Borough Council mem-
bers William Nierstedt, director of plan-
ning for Plainfield, and Ann Palmer
Tarantino, a project manager with
AT&T, are seeking re-election. They
face a Republican challenge in No-
vember from Ileen Bocchino Cuccaro,
a realtor with Coldwell Banker, and
Joseph R. Sarno III, a senior accoun-
tant with SS&C GlobeOP in Cranford.

Rahway, Clark Residents
Object to Park Turf Field

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Opponents of a lighted
turf field at Rahway River Park showed
up to voice their displeasure of the
project at the Union County Freeholder
Board meeting last Thursday night.
Objectors raised issues ranging from
seating capacity and noise to the im-
pact on the environment.

As previously reported, plans call
for the replacement of an existing field
at the park with a turf field, track and
lights paid for by the county. Bleach-
ers, team pavilions, a public address
system, scoreboard, restroom facilities
and concession stand, and a press box
would be paid for by Rahway. The
county portion in preliminary plans
was $2.6 million with Rahway paying
$2.3 million.

County Manager Al Faella, who
spoke prior to members of the public,
said the field would have bleachers for
1,200 persons, not the 5,000 that had
been sought by Rahway.

“This is an upgrade of an existing
field, not a new stadium-type facility,”
Mr. Faella said. He also said the new
field would be constructed according
to New Jersey Department of Environ-
mental Protection (DEP) regulations,
saying it would not “destroy the open
nature” of the park as noted at
change.org, the website for the Coali-
tion to Save Historic Rahway River
Park, which is opposed to the project.

He said comments on the website
and by some who spoke at the meeting
are incorrect in stating that the park is
historic. He said the park is not listed on
the state or federal registers of historic
places.

Due to the condition of the playing
field after rain, a turf field is being
constructed, “so that more county resi-
dents can partake in a valuable county

resource that is in very short supply in
our densely populated area,” Mr. Faella
said.

Rahway Business Administrator
Cherron Rountree, a former Union
County employee, said Rahway
“strongly supports this project.” She
said “after careful consideration and
concerns from residents” the city agreed
to a seating capacity of 1,200. She said
the field would be used for Rahway
High School home football games of
five to seven games a year. She said the
games attract “a couple hundred” spec-
tators. She said the additional seating
would be used in anticipation of at-
tracting county-wide track meets, “and
that would be maybe once a year.”

She said the field would be used by
other towns and individuals when
Rahway is not using the facility.

“I think when everyone understands
what is laid out there and the impor-
tance, this will be a really great project,”
Ms. Rountree said.

Bob Carson of Rahway called the
park a “gem that is rare in Union
County.” He said he obtained “con-
tracts” through the Open Public Records
Act (OPRA) that showed the proposed
facility “will change the character of
Rahway River Park immensely.”

A soccer coach for 20 years, he said
turf fields can reach a temperature of
160 degrees in the summer.

Freeholder Chairman Mohamed
Jalloh said there are no contracts for the
project as the freeholders have not
passed any resolutions to date.

Kelly Tropeano of Clark called the
project a “costly and unnecessary up-
grade to the facility.” A member of the
Coalition to Save Historic Rahway
River Park, she also raised health con-
cerns regarding turf fields. She said
2,700 persons have signed an online

Paperboard Plant Declared
Area In Need of Redevelopment

Walnut Street Residents Thwart
Historic District Designation

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The attempt by the
Historical Preservation Commission to
designate Walnut Street between Elm
Street and Mountain Avenue as a his-
toric district appears to have been
thwarted by 20 percent of the residents
who have signed a petition, which was
given to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea, saying they did not want to
participate in such a plan.

In November, at a public hearing
held during commission meeting, tes-
timony was presented by Margaret
Hagan, of Connolly and Hickey His-
toric Architects of Cranford, outlining
the rational for Walnut Street, between
Elm and Mountain, to be named a
historic district. An ordinance was about
to be introduced to the town council

which would amend an existing ordi-
nance on the designation of a historic
district.

The homes on the street are Queen
Anne Victorians and Dutch Colonials,
and were built around 1890. Most are
two-and-a-half stories high, have gables
and wrap-around porches. Also to be
included in the district were the Park
Edge Condos, which were built in 1949
and border Bicentennial Park (formerly
called Triangle Park).

At that meeting, Kelly Kessler, com-
mission chairman, said the process for
the designation had begun a year ago,
and the ordinance would have to go to
the planning board and then to the
council for adoption. In the designated
area there are 26 residents’ homes in-
cluding the condos, which were called
by Ms. Hagan harmonizing but non-

contributing. Ms. Kessler said a major-
ity (75 percent) of the homeowners
wanted the historic designation.

While approximately 10 or 12
homeowners attended the meeting, R.
Thomas White, who with his brother,
James White, owns 225 Walnut Av-
enue, said not all of the residents got the
packet sent to homeowners.

Many were not sure of what would
happen and had many questions for the
commission. While all were in favor of
maintaining the character of a historic
district, they were not happy to have to
get approval for any changes they may
wish to make to their homes. Many said
they wanted to opt out and did not want
to be included in the historic district
designation. When a clarification of
whether the amended ordinance pro-
vided for this was asked for, Town
Attorney Russ Finestein said that point
was not clear. The meeting was then
adjourned.

These same homeowners, who were
balking about being included in the
proposed historic district, two years
ago were opposed to a builder who
wanted to build on a lot where a house
had been razed. They were concerned
about maintaining the character of the
neighborhood. Changes were made to
the design of the new house and no
further action was necessary.

The information that was originally
sent to the residents contained the fol-
lowing paragraph: “You should also be
aware that a protest petition against a
proposed historic district, signed by 20
percent or more of the owners of either
lots or land, included in the proposed
designated area or of the lots and land
extending 200 feet in all directions
there from, inclusive of street space
may be filed with the town clerk. In
such event, the proposed designation
shall become effective only by a favor-
able vote of two-thirds of the members
of the town council.” The information

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The planning board
has declared the Garwood Paperboard
plant property on North Avenue an
“area in need of redevelopment” and
has forwarded its recommendation
to the borough council for further
action.

The decision on March 25 was the
first step in possibly transforming the
4.54-acre plot on the east edge of the
borough, a largely vacant, hulking,
four-story, 115-year-old structure
with smaller buildings, into another
use, such as an over-55 housing unit
and/or nursing home.

If the borough agrees with the de-
termination, it can develop a plan for
the property and work with the owner
to implement it.

Zoning Code Official Victor
Vinegra, who works for the planning
board’s designated engineering firm
Harbor Consultants of Cranford, ex-
plained how his firm determined that
the property met three of the state’s
eight criteria for declaring it “in need
of redevelopment.” Only one is re-
quired for the declaration.

Highlighting Harbor Consultants’

77-page report, Mr. Vinegra noted
how the buildings are largely empty
and contain broken windows with tin
or wood covering them. Moreover,
much of the underdeveloped areas of
the property has overgrown vegeta-
tion.

While the building is not crum-
bling, he said, those conditions met
criteria “B” of a “discontinuance of
use” that made it in “so great a state of
disrepair as to be untenable.”

Additionally, Mr. Vinegra ex-
plained, the property met criteria “D”
that the age of the buildings’ obsoles-
cent design and state of dilapidation
made them “detrimental to the safety,
health, morals, or welfare of the com-
munity.”

And finally, the parcel was “con-
sistent with smart growth planning
principles” – criteria “H” – due to its
location along the NJ Transit Raritan
Valley Rail Line and Garwood being
“more or less a transit village,” Mr.
Vinegra said.

Richard Kozel, the attorney repre-
senting the property’s owner, Millen
Industries Inc., and its principal, Ken
Schulman, did not dispute the report,

Brian Trusdell  for The Westfield  Leader
ADDRESSING PLANNING BOARD…  Richard Kozel, the attorney for Millen
Industries and the Schulman family, owners of the Garwood Paperboard plant,
speaks to the Garwood Planning Board on March 25.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield  Leader
EASTER BUNNY AND PANCAKES… TheCranford Jaycees held their annual Pancake Breakfast with the Easter Bunny
Sunday morning at the Cranford VFW hall on South Avenue.  The event raised money for the Cranford First Aid Squad.
Pictured are the Easter Bunny greeting Mia and Amy Andre.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ARENDELLE IN SCOTCH PLAINS…Olaf delighted children at the JCC of
Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains “Family Fun Fest” on Sunday afternoon.
Dressed as Olaf is Westfield Leader Editor Lauren S. Barr.

 Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
TALENTED YOUNGSTERS… Young gymnasts from Surgents Elite Gymnas-
tics put on a show during  the JCC of Central New Jersey in Scotch Plains
“Family Fun Fest” on Sunday afternoon.


