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The Westfield Memorial Library 

On Wednesday, October 1 at 7:00 pm

Sign up online at www.wmlnj.org 
and click on the Calendar link, or 

call 908.789.4090 option 0.

550 East Broad Street  Westfield 
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090

Singer Maggie Worsdale pays tribute to 

Marlene Dietrich, Mae West and Sophie 

Tucker by discussing their lives and sing-

ing their songs. 

Maggie is a richly talented entertainer who was recently   

selected as one of the ten best jazz singers in the NY/NJ 

area. Come and hear her magnificent voice!

Cranford Hosts Annual
Scarecrow Stroll
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

HEY GOOD LOOKIN’… “Selfie Scarecrow,” above, was a favorite at the 2013
downtown Cranford Scarecrow Stroll.

CRANFORD - Area residents are
invited to make a scarecrow for the
popular Scarecrow Stroll, an au-
tumn tradition in downtown Cran-
ford that brings together families,
businesses, clubs, schools, teams
and lots of creative people.

After many requests, participa-
tion in the free seventh Annual
Scarecrow Stroll is now open to
non-Cranford residents, but only
businesses and organizations that
are Cranford based are permitted.
The event runs Thursday, October
23, through Friday, October 31.

There will be several special ac-
tivities at this year’s event.
Mommies 24/7, a group of active
women from Cranford, Westfield
and other nearby towns, will run a
Scarecrow Scavenger Hunt and
Trick or Treat Day  will be hold on
October 31 in the downtown.

Every year, visitors come to walk
through the downtown finding wild
and crazy creations on every street
and in store windows. Store owners
typically make scarecrows that re-

flect their business, clubs and orga-
nizations use the scarecrow as a
way to promote their community
projects and events and the public
just has a great time coming up with
unique, funny, scary and wild cre-
ations. First, second and third place
prizes are awarded for 12 and un-
der; 13 and over and business owner.

“We look forward to seeing what
people come up with and every year
we are impressed,” said Downtown
Director Kathleen Miller Prunty.
“Of course, the best part is seeing
people walking throughout the
downtown enjoying the scarecrows
and voting for their favorites. Ev-
ery year, we count thousands of
votes,” added Ms. Prunty. You can
see some of the amazing scarecrows
from previous years on https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
ScarecrowStroll

The event is free for participants
and visitors but sign up ends Satur-
day, October 4. For application and
guidelines go to our website
cranford.com/downtown/.

The Town Book Store
To Host Jeannie Podest

WESTFIELD - The Town Book
Store will host a Meet and Greet for
author of “Lessons Learned” Jeannie
Podest this Saturday, September 27,
from 2  to 4 p.m.

“Lessons Learned” is a compilation
of all the lessons learned by the author
and the insight that she has gained as a
mother and teacher over the years.
Whether this is your first child, or your
last, or even if you have had a gap in
time where you have not been in the
kindergarten classroom for a while,
this book is for you.

Jeannie Podest is a certified teacher
and lives in New Jersey with her family.
She completed her undergraduate stud-
ies at Villanova University, earning her
BA with a dual minor in Psychology
and Sociology and then a Master’s
degree in Elementary Education at Pace
University.

While Jeannie enjoys children of all
ages, she has a special affinity for kin-
dergarten. Jeannie has learned so many
valuable lessons along the way and has
compiled her lessons learned here for
you.

Meet Jeannie Podest at The Town
Book Store, located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, feel free to call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy of “Les-
sons Learned.”

“The Drop”
Tells a Low-Down Tale

3 popcorns
By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER

Film Critic

Seething is the word that comes
to mind as writer Dennis Lehane’s
“The Drop,” about very bad doings
in the underbelly of contemporary
Brooklyn, unfolds. It seethes with
ill will. But what makes it even
more disquieting is that, lounging
at Cousin Marv’s neighborhood bar,
you mightn’t know at first blush
what illicit things happen here. You
wonder, perhaps having an inno-
cent pint or two, how often you’ve
unwittingly sat amongst those in-
volved in the most perfidious of
pursuits. Cousin Marv’s, you see,
run by James Gandolfini’s Marv, is
a drop joint.

That is, those criminal powers
that be, in this specific case the
Chechen Mafia, use Marv’s as a
way station where they temporarily
park each night’s ill-gotten gains.
Some probably know it, but, like
Tom Hardy’s Bob Saginowski, the
tight-lipped but very observant bar-
tender who is actually Marv’s
cousin, keep their mouths shut. Stoi-
cal, resolved in his fate among the
shadows of misbegotten souls he
serves, he utters no aspirations other
than to maintain the status quo: “I
just tend bar.” The tavern’s name-
sake, on the other hand, is a mass of
bitter disappointment.

From snippets of acerbic repar-
tee between Marv and his blood-
linked barkeep, we gather that the
tavern owner might have resisted
the cancerous encroachment of the
villainous thugs that now ostensi-
bly own his establishment. How-
ever, shortsighted, prone to bad
judgment and a glutton for excesses
that inevitably compromise a
smalltime guy, he has sold himself
to the Devil, and it appears there is
no Daniel Webster to reclaim him,
except for Bob… maybe.

 If we know anything from direc-
tor Michael R. Roskam’s slyly rolled
out plot tidbits and character expo-
sition, it’s that Bob is a strangely
loyal sort, even in the face of his
cousin’s thoughtless castigations.
This assumption will be tested and
further information will be forth-
coming, all splendidly mixed in with
odd circumstance and seemingly un-
connected subplots. Oh, and there’s
one heckuva big surprise in
store…extra astonishing because, to
paraphrase a detective investigating
a holdup at Cousin Marv’s, “You
don’t see it coming.”

Inasmuch as he’s the narrator, or
simply because he seems a lonely
sort destined to spend his days among
the seedy, unfortunate and baseborn,
we’re happy when a slight glimmer
of purpose other than mere subsis-
tence enters Bob’s life. It comes in
the form of a yelping pit bull puppy
he finds discarded in a garbage can
in the front yard of an equally lonely

sort along his route home. Nadia, a
waitress portrayed by Noomi
Rapace, standoffish for good rea-
son, softens just long enough to help
Bob shop for the items he’ll need to
be a full-fledged dog owner.

Whether Bob and Nadia know it
or not, romance attempts to gift the
sordid air with its hopeful fragrance.
Shades of Adrian and Rocky
(“Rocky”-1976), although a full de-
gree more dire, they mistrustfully
maneuver and size each other up,
daring not wish aloud for what might
make their bleak existence more
bearable. It’s nicely executed and, in
a film ripe with subtle metaphor,
suggests a supposition or two. Like
the sapling that sprouted through
the concrete in “A Tree Grows in
Brooklyn” (1945), perchance love,
too, might defy its obstacles and
detractors.

Bob wants to name the pooch ei-
ther Rocky or Mike, but prefers the
latter. Nadia says Mike is no name
for a dog. Such lighthearted banter
in the face of constant fear amounts
to whistling past the graveyard.
Surely something will come along
and ruin the simple joy of discussing
the frivolous and casual. Thus, en-
ters stage left crazy and threatening
Eric Deeds, menacingly played by
Matthias Schoenaerts. He says it’s
his dog and wants $10,000 for him.
Huh? Really?

To stir the pot a bit more, local
legend has it that Deeds was respon-
sible ten years ago for the still un-
solved killing of neighborhood regu-
lar Richie Whelan. Mr. Roskam
tosses out a few similarly uncertain
accusations and dark secrets, cun-
ningly weaving his crime drama with
smartly released tangential clues that
both startle and make us wonder
where all this bad behavior is head-
ing. Further convoluting the ambi-
guity between good and evil, resi-
dent detective Torres (John Ortiz)
has some thought provoking obser-
vations about Bob’s church atten-
dance.

 Watching this moody meditation,
not quite retro film noir, but close in
that its desperate characters aspire
to little more than survival and a
farfetched dream or two, I remem-
bered a conversation I once had with
a veteran stockbroker at a party. I
asked how big he thought the under-
ground economy was. He answered
without hesitation, “As big as the
aboveground economy.” The shock
and alarm of worlds in our very
midst that dismiss the rules of civili-
zation we know is frighteningly en-
tertaining, especially when their sur-
prises get “The Drop” on you.

…
“The Drop,” rated R, is a Fox

Searchlight Pictures release di-
rected by Michael R. Roskam and
stars Tom Hardy, Noomi Rapace
and James Gandolfini. Running
time: 106 minutes

CDC Theatre Opens Season
With Sweeney Todd

OPENING SOON…Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street is in
rehearsal at Cranford Dramatic Club Theatre in Cranford and will open
Wednesday, October 17. Pictured, Melissa Timpson as Mrs. Lovett and Alex
Oleksij as Sweeney Todd.

SPF Arts Association Hosts
Theodosia Tamborlane

WCP Opens Season With
Comedy Private Lives

CRANFORD - Sweeney Todd, The
Demon Barber of Fleet Street is in
rehearsal at Cranford Dramatic Club
Theatre (CDC) in Cranford and will
open Wednesday, October 17, and
runs through Saturday, November 1.

With music and lyrics by Stephen
Sondheim and book by High Wheeler,
Sweeney Todd is a musical thriller.
This chilling, suspenseful, heart-
pounding masterpiece of murderous
barber-ism and culinary crime tells
the infamous tale of the unjustly ex-
iled barber who returns to 19th cen-
tury London seeking revenge against
the lecherous judge who framed him
and ravaged his young wife.

His thirst for blood expands to in-
clude his unfortunate customers, and
the resourceful proprietress of the pie
shop downstairs soon has the people
of London lining up in droves with
her mysterious new meat pie recipe.

Alex Oleksij is Sweeney with Me-
lissa Timpson as Mrs. Lovett. They
are joined by Frank Guerriero as An-
thony, Walter Zimmerman as Judge
Turpin, Zach Mazouat as Tobias, Jay
Winston as the Beadle, Laura DiSantis

as Lucy, Jeff Fiorello as Pirelli and
Kate Pfuhler as Johanna. Will Carey,
Patrick Field, Edgar Rivera, Keith
Slusser, Christopher Abbott, Judi
Lagagna, Lauren Hunter, Andrea
Thibodeau, Megan McGrath and
Raven Dunbar perform in the En-
semble. They are directed by Alan
Van Antwerp. Leslie Riccie is Pro-
ducer, Jack Bender Musical Director
and Megan Ferentinos is Choreogra-
pher.

The season continues at CDC The-
atre, New Jersey’s oldest community
theatre, with an intergenerational pro-
duction of Aladdin in December,
David Mamet’s’ Speed the Plow in
February and the musical How To
Succeed In Business Without Really
Trying in May.

For tickets and more information
visit www.cdctheatre.org.

SCOTCH PLAINS - On Sunday,
October 5, the Scotch Plains Fan-
wood Arts Association (SPFAA) will
feature Theodosia A. G. Tamborlane
(“Theo”), who will give a presenta-
tion of how to iden-
tify problems artists
encounter when they
decide they want to
show their work,
suggestions on how
they can get maxi-
mum publicity and,
hopefully, sales for
their endeavors.

Theo is a full-time
abstract artist with
her studio in Cran-
ford.

Since 2008 her
paintings and col-
lages have been in
90 solo and group
exhibitions in New
Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania and
Florida. She has been awarded three
First Prizes; featured in art maga-
zines, the Manhattan International
Art Online Gallery, and her paintings
are in private and public collections
in the United States, Japan and in the
Netherlands. Her NYC 2014 Retro-
spective Exhibition, “Ideas in Ab-
straction 2008-2013,” was comprised
of 85 paintings from ten differing
series.

The use of dynamic colors and the
expression of movement are hall-

marks of her abstract oil paintings
and collages. Her website is
www.tamborlane.com, and her email
is Tamborlane@aol.com

The Scotch Plains Fanwood Arts
Association meets
monthly on the first
Sunday of the month
at 1 p.m. Meetings
are held at the Scotch
Hills Country Club,
820 Jerusalem Road,
Scotch Plains.

SPFAA will be
hosting a bus trip to
The Metropolitan
Museum of Art in
New York City on
Thursday, Novem-
ber 6.

The Scotch Plains
Fanwood Arts Asso-
ciation is a group of
fine artists, crafters,

photographers and sculptors form-
ing a social group to express and
enjoy their talents. All are welcome
who want to use their creative skills
to share, appreciate and grow with
others. A main goal of the Scotch
Plains Fanwood Arts Association is
the integration of the arts into daily
life. We strive to achieve this through
informative demonstrations, discus-
sions and group trips.

Visit the SPFAA website at
SPFAA.net or call President Sandra
Cerchio, at (908) 868-8909.

for Olivia’s bird-based religion.
A sub headline for this play might

be “A Kiss” since there are two kisses
that are game changers for everyone
involved. The sub text involves rea-
son versus emotion.

Playwright Bock does not present
conventional theater in structure or
format, but mingles lively dialogue
with a ping pong synergy that keeps
the audience interested. The best
part of the theater experience at
MONDO is the energy the actors
bring to the intimate staging area. It
is reminiscent of Greenwich Village
days of the 1960s where plays were
performed in lofts and basements.
Those actors did not care if there
were elaborate costumes, props or
sets. They just needed to perform.
That is the magic that happens here
under the direction of Mike Driscoll.
Each character gets time in the spot-
light with monologues that engage
us and show their talent.

Ms. Maizenaski’s Jane is deli-
ciously vicious in her biting words
which she delivers with brilliantly
exaggerated articulation. She colors
her attitude with the right amount of
distain and haughtiness.

Ms. Hart is a natural story teller.
Her Olivia mesmerizes in winning
souls and convinces us that she does
hear the voice of God.

A heartbroken Ed is brought to
life by multi-dimensional Gus
Ibranyi. When Ed confesses he is an
outsider and alone, it resonates. As
Tom, Louis Vetter has some funny
bits, especially in the monologue in
comparing hockey to ballet.

Brad Howell’s phone conversa-
tion as Andre speaking to his preg-
nant wife is adorable as he asks his
wife for permission to go out – not to
a bar, but to a church bake sale.

Ms. Landau is able to let the audi-
ence feel her confusion. The mono-
logue about her inconsolable father
is heart wrenchingly poignant.

Director Driscoll has a firm hold
on the pulse of the comic timing of
the piece. And Mr. Driscoll knows
how to get his actors to finesse the
dramatic moments, too. These actors
become the characters and are living
in the reality of what they are saying.

Lighting design by Ed Pearson is
especially noteworthy since the set is
minimal. The quartet’s hilarious bal-
let mime is choreographed by Rachel
Brown.

The show runs weekends through
Saturday, October 4. The tiny the-
atre is nestled nicely in the basement
that has a handicap accessible eleva-
tor. Free parking is abundant in the
parking deck behind the theatre. Wel-
come to your new home, Alliance.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

Five Flights

Theodosia A. G. Tamborlane

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Players will open its
2014-2015 season with the Noel
Coward comedy Private Lives. The
show opens Saturday, October 11,
and runs weekends through Satur-
day, November 1.

Private Lives is one of the most
sophisticated, entertaining plays ever
written. Elyot and Amanda, once
married and now honeymooning
with new spouses at the same hotel,
meet by chance, reignite the old spark
and impulsively elope. After days of
being reunited, they again find their
fiery romance alternating between
passions of love and anger.

Their spouses appear and a roun-
delay of affiliations ensues as the
women first stick together, then
apart, and new partnerships are
formed.

The show is directed by Maren
Sugarman from Bloomfield, pro-
duced by Kay McCrae and stage
managed by Barbara Ruban both
from Springfield. The cast features
Debbie Badal from Morristown,
Tim McGovern from Garwood, Ri-

chard Uniacke from Clark, Judy
Wilson from Jersey City and Katie
Shuster from Basking Ridge

Continuing the opening night tra-
dition, audience members are in-
vited to a reception with the cast
and crew immediately following the
final curtain.

Tickets are $20 for adults; $10
for students (matinee only) and $10
for active military personnel, all
performances. Tickets can be re-
served by calling the 24 hour tape
(908) 232-1221.

The theater is located at 1000
North Avenue, West, Westfield.

Funding is made possible by the
New Jersey State Council of the
Arts, Department of State, a partner
agency of the National Endowment
of the Arts, through a grant admin-
istered by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

goleader.com

Les Malamut Hosts
Cynthia Dawley

UNION - Recently, Cynthia A.
Dawley delighted people with her talk
on art techniques and her oil paintings
at the Les Malamut Art Gallery. Visi-
tors learned a bit about Cynthia’s his-
tory as an artist, and how she chooses
her subject matter.

Her impressionistic paintings have
been on display at the Malamut Gallery
since August 1 and will continue to be
displayed through September.

All artwork is available for purchase
by contacting the artist. In the month of
October, the Les Malamut Gallery will
host the 2014 Teen Arts Traveling Ex-
hibit comprised of multimedia works
by teen artists.

The Gallery is located on the lower
level of the Union Public Library, 1980
Morris Avenue, Union. The exhibit is
free and open to the public during
regular library hours. It is handicapped
accessible.

For further information visit
lesmalamutartgallery.wordpress.com/
or call (908) 851-5450. Artists wishing
to be considered for an exhibit in the
Gallery can contact Barbara Wirkus
Curator at dmbbw33@gmail.com or
(908) 276-6656.

Photo courtesy of Howard Fischer
MESMERIZING THE CONGREGATION...Olivia (Heidi Hart) intrigues the
audience with her vision of "The Church of the Fifth Day" while Ed (Gus Ibranyi)
and Adele (Alexandra Landau) aid with her banner. The quirky play Five Flights
is being offered by Alliance Repertory Theatre at their new home in Summit. The
show runs weekends through October 4.


